Page 17

Mountrail County Promoter, Inc., Stanley, ND

Wednesday, July 24, 2024

Properly Curing Hay Is Crucial
For Forage Quality

Weather conditions across the
Dakotas have created challenges for
haymaking. Properly curing hay to
the correct moisture level for bail-
ing is crucial to maintaining forage
quality. At baling, the moisture level
should be a maximum of 20 percent
for small square bales, 18 percent
for round bales and 15 percent for
large square bales. The larger the
forage package, the lower the mois-
ture should be at baling.

Exceeding these moisture levels
can reduce dry matter and nutrient
content for the hay, says James Rog-
ers, North Dakota State University
Extension forage crops production
specialist. At harvest, hay naturally
contains microbial content. Curing
limits aerobic microbial growth to
occur. Baling hay at moisture levels
above 25 percent creates an environ-
ment for aerobic microbial growth
to occur. These microbes are living
organisms that feed off of the nutri-
ent content of the hay and generate
heat. As heat increases, a chemical
bond forms between proteins and
carbohydrates (maillard reaction),
reducing dry matter and digestibil-
ity of the end product. Although this
reaction produces a more palatable
hay, the loss of energy and digestible
protein lowers its quality.

Several methods exist to accel-
erate drying time to prevent mois-
ture-damaged hay. First, if possible,
condition the hay at cutting. Con-
ditioning crimps the stems, which
hastens moisture loss and speeds
drying. Second, when cutting,
spread the forage out into as wide
a swath as possible. This increases
the surface area exposed to sunlight.
Third, hay can be inverted or flipped
over, or if this is not possible, rake
the hay a couple of extra times to
get hay moved from the bottom of
a window to the top. However, be
cautious with delicate crops such as
alfalfa, as mechanical handling can
cause leaf loss.

Using a preservative can also ac-
celerate the time from hay mowing
to bailing. Preservatives will not
lower the moisture content of hay,
but they will lower anaerobic micro-
bial growth, decreasing hay heating
and thus dry matter and nutrient
loss. Preventatives allowed baling at
a hay moisture content of 25-30 per-
cent. Beyond 30 percent moisture,
they will not be effective. Baleage
is an option for hays with greater
than a 30 percent moisture content.
Another important point is that the
effect will not last indefinitely. After
about 30 days, the effect of a preser-
vative treatment will begin to dissi-
pate. If using a preservative, plan on
feeding preserved hay early in the
season and avoid storing preserved
hay with untreated cured hay.

Three types of preservatives are
available: organic acids, ammonia-
based and microbial. Anhydrous
ammonia is an effective anti-mi-
crobial preservative but requires
extreme caution in handling and ap-
plication to avoid personal injury. In
addition, it may produce toxicity in
high quality hay, potentially causing
livestock death. For these reasons,
treating high moisture hay with am-
monia is not recommended. Micro-
bial products are available, but their
effectiveness as a preservative is not
supported by research.

Organic acids are reliable, effec-
tive and time tested. Propionic acid
is the most common of these, and
though it is effective, it can be cor-
rosive. Buffers can be mixed with
propionic acid to reduce the corro-
siveness. Read and follow label di-
rections with propionic acid use as
the rates will vary based on moisture
content of the hay. Getting good dis-
tribution of propionic acid onto the
hay is needed to get the most effec-
tive treatment. The solution is most
often applied at the pickup prior to
entering the bale chamber.

Other essential tools including
a moisture tester and temperature
probe. Various moisture meters are
available on the market. It is advis-
able to check moisture meter accu-
racy with another method such as
the microwave method. A bale tem-
perature probe is useful for monitor-
ing bale temperature when moisture
content is suspected to be high until
temperatures stabilize. Bale tem-
peratures around 100 degrees Fahr-
enheit are normal, but if tempera-
tures reach 150 degrees and remain
elevated, it signals a problem. The
longer a bale stays at an elevated
temperature, the more damage will
occur.

“Forage testing is always a good
management strategy,” says Rogers.
“This year when hay may be baled
at questionable moisture, forage
testing becomes even more impor-
tant. Knowing available versus un-
available protein and digestibility
can make a real difference come this
winter.”

For more information, contact
your local NDSU Extension county
office.

Is Your Electric Bill Higher? Independent
Analysis Says Don’t Blame Clean Energy

By Mike Moen,
Prairie News Service

Advancing clean energy sources
can be a tricky topic in oil-produc-
ing states like North Dakota. But a
nonpartisan analysis says the facts
are clear about what causes electric
bills to climb, and renewables aren’t
among them.

This month, a report from the in-
dependent think tank Energy Inno-
vation says one third of U.S. house-
holds had to forego basic necessities
to pay energy bills last year. As the
nation scales up the transition to
sources like wind and solar power,
those opposed to clean energy re-
bates and other climate policies say
the movement is harming consum-
ers, with higher costs to keep the
lights on.

But report author Brendan Pier-
pont (director of electricity model-
ing for Energy Innovation) said the
facts show otherwise. “Nationally,
we found big drivers of rising rates
are climate change impacts, and
extreme weather - and fossil fuel
costs,” said Pierpont, “like volatile
natural gas prices, and utility in-
vestment in aging, expensive coal

Campaigns Ramp Up Messaging
For ND Property Tax Question

By Mike Moen,
Prairie News Service

Signatures are expected to be
submitted for a potential fall ballot
question which would largely do
away with property taxes in North
Dakota.

The Secretary of State will re-
view the signatures sent in by peti-
tion organizers, who said property
owners are in big need of tax relief.
A coalition opposing the idea is in-
tensifying efforts to lay out the con-
sequences.

Chad Oban, executive director
of the teacher’s union North Dakota
United, echoed what other skeptics
pointed out: The plan does not ex-
plain how the lost revenue would be
replaced. In addition to key services
funded by local property taxes, such
as schools and emergency response,
Oban warned of other harm.

“People who have money are buy-
ing up property all over the country
and turning it into rental property
or Airbnbs and that kind of thing,”
Oban pointed out. “That’s going to
happen here. I mean, if you’re an
investor, why not buy property in a
place where you’re not going to pay
property taxes?”

He added it could unfold as North
Dakota grapples with an affordable
housing shortage. An independent
analysis by the Legislative Council
estimated a statewide revenue loss

of $1.3 billion if the proposal be-
comes reality. Supporters contended
North Dakota government consis-
tently overspends and the Legisla-
ture should have no problem cover
the losses.

Oban emphasized communities
would essentially lose local control
in setting their budgets. As for ask-
ing the state to help out,he argued
smaller communities would have a
tougher time seeking funds to buy
equipment like a fire truck.

“You’re in a rural area and you
can’t levy property taxes, so you
have to go to Bismarck and ask the
Legislature to pay for the fire truck,”
Oban stressed. “Well, Fargo might
be asking for a fire truck, too.”

He added Fargo has plenty of rep-
resentatives to request those funds,
while smaller communities do not.

Jason Bohrer, president of the
coal industry’s Lignite Energy
Council, which is among the other
60-plus groups to join the opposition
campaign, worries about the loss
of school funding, saying it would
make it harder to attract workers.
He warned of another workforce
side effect.

“Not only do you not get po-
tentially the person working at the
power plant, you also don’t get that
person’s spouse working at the lo-
cal gym or as a teacher in the local
school,” Bohrer cautioned.
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OIL & GAS LEASE ONLINE AUCTION

The Board of University and School Lands will conduct
an online oil and gas lease auction for three hundred fif-
teen (315) tracts in Billings, Burke, Cavalier, Divide, Dunn,

Golden Valley, McKenzie, McLean, Mountrail, Stark, and
Williams Counties, ND. Bidding will commence August 6,
2024, at 9:00 a.m. CT and end August 13, 2024. The link to
view the tracts and participate in the auction is:
https://www.energynet.com/govt_listing.pl

A 3% convenience fee will be assessed. Anyone needing
auxiliary aids and services should call Lynn at

(701) 328-1921 by July 30, 2024

/s/ Joseph A. Heringer, Commissioner
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Place your classified ad in every North Dakota Newspaper for as low as

$160

Contact this newspaper for details.

Nuzth Dakota Statewide Classified Advertising Network

HELP WANTED

MAY-PORT-CG SCHOOL seeking: Ag-
ricultural Ed/Tech Ed Teacher (prefer ND
Teaching License). Apply to Supt, Michael
Bradner: 900 Main St W, Mayville, ND; 701-
788-2281; Michael.bradner@may-portcg.
com.

MCLEAN COUNTY IS HIRING one or
more full-time Patrol Deputies. For more in-
formation regarding this position visit http://
www.mcleancountynd.gov/employment/.
EOE.

WENTZ LIVING CENTER, NAPOLEON
EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITIES! FT
RN office position, every third weekend,
day shifts. FT RN or LPN night shift, 3-12
hour shifts, every third weekend, rotating
holidays. Excellent wages, benefit package,
$20,000 sign on bonus. Contact: Melissa
Glatt RN, DON, 701-754-2381. WLC is an
EOE.

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word classified
ad—Tlike this one—in every North Dakota
newspaper for only $160. It’s easy. Contact
this newspaper for details.
SERVICES FOR HIRE

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT YOUR
HOME from pests safely and affordably.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spi-
ders and other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for service or an inspection
today! 866-892-7677 Have zip code of prop-
erty ready when calling!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 1-877-548-8176
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

ND FARM LAND Values surge upward. Are
you selling or renting? Pifer’s Auction and
Farm Land Management. Bob Pifer 701-371-
8538. Kevin Pifer 701.238.5810. Free valu-
ation.

FOR SALE ON BIDS

THE CITY OF PEMBINA ND has a 1999
Clarke Bison Mosquito Fogger #101486 for
sale by sealed bid. Bids must be received by
8/9/2024 to be considered. City reserves the
right to reject any and all bids. More info
701.825.6932. Mail bids to City of Pembina,
152 W Rolette St., Pembina ND 58271.
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call Today! 1-866-892-
5868

AUTOS

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund the
SEARCH FOR MISSING CHILDREN.
FAST FREE PICKUP. 24 hour response.
Running or not. Maximum Tax Deduction
and No Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:
1-844-591-9132
HEALTH/MEDICAL

UNLOCK A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER
YOU! Explore our FREE health programs
that provide support for chronic pain, disease
management, diabetes care, caregiving, and
aging. Call Amanda with NDC3 at 701-174-
4905.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH IN-
SURANCE! A recent study shows that a
majority of people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how much you
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation
quote: 877-727-7420. You will need to have
your zip code to connect to the right provider!
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guaranteed. CALL
NOW! 1-866-481-0920

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-844-592-3691

PAYING TOP CASH FOR MEN'S SPORT
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. Call 1-877-548-8415
LOOKING FOR THE most complete listing
of ND Media? ND Media Guide. Only $30!
Call 701-223-6397, ND Newspaper Associa-
tion.

MISCELLANEOUS

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don't Ac-
cept the insurance company's first offer.
Many injured parties are entitled to cash set-
tlements in the $1000's. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really worth. 100%
Free Evaluation. Call Now: 701-505-8373

HAVE A NEWS RELEASE or other infor-
mation that needs to reach all ND newspa-

pers? ND Newspaper Association can help!
One call does it all. 701-223-6397.

plants.”

Governor Doug Burgum has in-
creasingly become a staunch sup-
porter of oil and gas production,
but North Dakota has been a top ten
state for wind energy generation.
The report says states with signifi-
cant clean energy growth have not
generally experienced rate hikes
above inflation. Between 2010 and
2023, North Dakota was in the mid-
dle of the pack for rate increases,
but still below the national average.
Those who oversee the power grid
warn that the rapid push toward
renewables could create reliability
issues in the short term, especially
with rising electricity demand from
places like big data centers.

Grid improvement projects are
taking shape, also affecting en-
ergy bills. But Pierpont suggested
not enough of them are designe
to expand transmission lines.“It’s
only a pretty small portion of the
total transmission and distribution
pie that is expanding the grid,” said
Pierpont, “either to meet rising de-
mand or to integrate new resources,
like wind and solar.”Pierpont said
those cleaner sources are becoming
much cheaper, and if utilities and
grid operators focus more on larger
projects that get them online, they’ll
offset the factors pushing electricity
bills higher.

In 2022, the Midcontinent Inde-
pendent System Operator approved
a $10 billion transmission plan to ac-
commodate growth in renewables.
North Dakota falls under the MISO
map.

HHS Awards
$598,408 To UND

The U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) an-
nounced the award of $598,408
through the Indian Health Service
to the University of North Dakota
(UND). The funding will be distrib-
uted to the following programs and
initiatives:

* $396,952 to the Recruitment &
Retention of American Indians into
Nursing (RAIN) program at UND,
which provides support services to
American Indian students enrolled
in pre-nursing, undergraduate, and
graduate nursing programs.

* $201,483 to the Indians into
Psychology = Doctoral Education
(INPSYDE) program at UND, which
provides mental health services and
professionals for Native American
populations across the Midwest.

Proceedings Of The Board
Of County Commissioners

PROCEEDINGS OF THE
MOUNTRAIL COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

1. OPENING & ROLL CALL

The Board met in regular session on
Tuesday, July 2, 2024 at 9:00 A.M. in the
Emergency/Community Room, Moun-
trail County Courthouse, Stanley ND with
Commissioners Trudy Ruland, Wayne Ol-
son, Jason Rice, Joan Hollekim and John
DeGroot present. State’s Attorney, Wade
Enget & Hunter Crowdrey, Law Student
Externship were present.

Chairman Ruland called the meeting
to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was re-
cited.

2. BUSINESS

A. AGENDA

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Olson, to review and approve
the agenda as corrected. Upon roll call, all
present voted yes. Motion carried.

B. MINUTES

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the min-
utes of the June 18, 2024 meeting as cor-
rected. Upon roll call, all present voted yes.
Motion carried.

C. PAYROLL

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve the salary in-
crease form for a satisfactory probationary
period for Johann Freeberg with the Cor-
rections as a Correctional Officer I to the
amount of $26.97 per hour/$56,100 per
year. Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, Holle-
kim, DeGroot and Ruland voted yes. Mo-
tion carried.

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. Hollekim, to approve the salary
increase form for a satisfactory probation-
ary period for Chad Goodman with the
Road & Bridge as a Road Worker 1I in the
amount of $32.907 per hour/$68,448 per
year. Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, DeGroot,
Ruland and Hollekim voted yes. Motion
carried.

Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by
Comm. Olson, to approve the salary in-
crease form for a satisfactory probationary
period for Kurt Myers with the Road &
Bridge as a Road Worker I to the amount of
$31.262 per hour/$65,025 per year. Upon
roll call, Olson, Rice, Hollekim, DeGroot
and Ruland voted yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the regu-
lar full-time classification for Shelby Holte
with the Sheriff’s Department as a Deputy I
in the amount of $32.262 per hour/$67,106
per year. Upon roll call, Olson, Hollekim,
Ruland, Rice and DeGroot voted yes. Mo-
tion carried.

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. DeGroot, to approve the temporary
employee classification for Jack Wilhelmi
with Weed Control as a Sprayer in the
amount of $27.32 per hour shall not exceed
40 hrs. per week/988 hrs. per year from
June 24 to September 30, 2024. Upon roll
call, Ruland, Rice, Olson, Hollekim and
DeGroot voted yes. Motion carried.

D. TRANSFER

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, sec-
onded by Comm. DeGroot, to approve
the transfer for Workers Compensation
from Road & Bridge Fund in the amount
of $37,226.70; County Parks Fund in the
amount of $1,099.50 and Weed Control
Fund in the amount of $3,884.95 into the
General Fund totaling $42,211.15. Upon
roll call, Hollekim, DeGroot, Ruland, Rice
and Olson voted yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer
from Road & Bridge Capital Equipment
Fund to the Road & Bridge Equipment
Fund for a wrong account on warrant
#108803 on 4-2-24 totaling $341,000.
Upon roll call, Rice, Ruland, Olson, Hol-
lekim and DeGroot voted yes. Motion car-
ried.

E. OPIOID SETTLEMENT SPEND
PLAN

Stephanie A. Pappa, Auditor discussed
the email received from Javayne Oyloe
with Upper Missouri District Health Unit.
Javayne Oyloe wanted to know about the
spending plan for the Opioid settlements
with Mountrail County. Wade Enget,
State’s Attorney discussed utilizing funds
for counseling and substance abuse evalu-
ations. Laurie Johnson, Correctional Ad-
ministrator stated both Orvin Lommen and
Bob Hayes Addiction Services will con-
tinue to be used for evaluating the inmates.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve utilizing
the Opioid Settlement funds for counseling
and substance abuse evaluations. A new
fund will be set up for the Opioid Settle-
ment funds. Upon roll call, DeGroot, Ru-
land, Rice, Olson and Hollekim voted yes.
Motion carried.

F. CITY OF STANLEY LETTER/
STORM SHELTER

The Board discussed the City of Stan-
ley letter requesting an Emergency Man-
agement Plan for a Natural Disaster Loca-
tion with the City of Stanley that qualifies
as a storm shelter. Warren Bogert, Disaster
Emergency Services Coordinator, will do
some research on qualifying storm shelters.
The Board requested that Mr. Bogert assist
the City of Stanley with their request.

G. CHANGE ORDER

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. Hollekim, to approve the change
order for NorthStar Steel Inc in the amount
of $62,278 for the County Shop Project to
include a paved road west of the Court-
house. Upon roll call, Olson, DeGroot, Ru-
land, Hollekim and Rice voted yes. Motion
carried.

H. MCMC INMATE HEALTH SER-
VICES CONTRACT

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve signing the
agreement with the Mountrail County
Medical Center for Providing Inmate
Health Services in the Mountrail County

Correctional Facility. Upon roll call, Ru-
land, Olson, Rice, DeGroot and Hollekim
voted yes. Motion carried.

1. BILLS

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Olson, to approve the bills to-
taling $996,377.71 and June 9 through
June 22 payroll, checks #17786-17804
and direct deposits #21717-21890 total-
ing $602,628.16. Upon roll call, Olson,
DeGroot, Hollekim, Rice and Ruland
voted yes. Motion carried. (A complete
list of bills is posted on a regular basis on
the Mountrail County website @ www.
co.mountrail.nd.us under the County Com-
missioner heading and/or are available for
review in the Auditor’s Office during nor-
mal business hours).

J. BOARD CONCERNS

Discussion was held on the chairs and
tables for the Memorial Building.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve the amount
of $10,000 for the purchase of tables and
chairs for the Memorial Building. Upon
roll call, Hollekim, DeGroot, Ruland, Rice
and Olson voted yes. Motion carried.

3. APPOINTMENT SCHEDULED

9:15AM.

Lori Hanson, Tax Director met with
the board to discuss abatements, request to
close the office during the Tax Director’s
conference and updated the board on the
acreage utilized for oil pads etc.

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. Rice, to approve the abatement on
parcel #61-0093951 for tax year 2022 for
qualifying for Disabled Veterans Credit as
per the recommendation of Tax Director
Hanson. Upon roll call, Ruland, Hollekim,
DeGroot, Olson and Rice voted yes. Mo-
tion carried.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the abate-
ment on parcel #61-0093951 for tax year
2023 for qualifying for Disabled Veterans
Credit as per the recommendation of Tax
Director Hanson. Upon roll call, DeGroot,
Ruland, Rice, Olson and Hollekim voted
yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. DeGroot, to approve the abatement
on parcel #09-9000100 for the tax year
2024 as the mobile home was destroyed
by fire as per the recommendation of Tax
Director Hanson. Upon roll call, Ruland,
Rice, Olson, Hollekim and DeGroot voted
yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by
Comm. DeGroot, to approve the abatement
on parcel #20-9000800 for tax year 2024
as the mobile home was removed as per the
recommendation of Tax Director Hanson.
Upon roll call, Olson, DeGroot, Ruland,
Rice and Hollekim voted yes. Motion car-
ried.

Tax Director Hanson discussed closing
the Tax Director’s office on August 12-15
for the State Board of Equalization and
continued education in Bismarck. The Re-
corder’s and Treasurer’s office will answer
the phones while out. The board expressed
no objections to the August 12-15 closure.

Rory Porth, Assessor supplied the
board with the land in Mountrail County
that has been used for Oil & Gas well sites
& salt water disposal sites.

The board expressed appreciation for
the beneficial data and information sup-
plied by the Tax Director’s office.

9:25 AM.

Madison Rodgers, Clerk of Court met
with the board to discuss a budget amend-
ment to change the part-time position to
a full-time position within the Clerk of
Court 2024 budget. Clerk of Court Rodg-
ers also requested to promote Abby Wing
to the full-time position. The Board agreed
to advertise for the part-time employee po-
sition that is currently in the 2024 budget.
The board requested the data showing the
increase in work from Clerk of Court Rod-
gers before making the decision of the full-
time position.

9:30 AM.

Corey Bristol, Sheriff met with the
board to discuss the county auction that
will have to be done by written bids, bis-
manonline.com or a rummage sale. Sheriff
Bristol stated the Auctioneer stated there
was not enough items to hold a public auc-
tion.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve holding a rum-
mage sale for the county items & the higher
priced items to be listed on bismanonline.
com. Upon roll call, DeGroot, Rice, Olson,
Hollekim and Ruland voted yes. Motion
carried.

Sheriff Bristol also supplied vehicle
quotes.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Olson, to approve the purchase
of 1 new 2024 1500 Silverado Crew Cab
pickup with Chevrolet Mandan totaling
$28,190 with trade in. Upon roll call, Rice,
Olson, Hollekim, Ruland and DeGroot
voted yes. Motion carried.

Sheriff Bristol also requested a cart to
assist with the election machines in order to
help make things easier for delivering and
picking up from precincts.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the pur-
chase of 9 carts for the precincts totaling
$2,600 per cart plus shipping from the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds.
Upon roll call, DeGroot, Ruland, Rice,
Hollekim and Olson voted yes. Motion
carried.

9:45 AM.

The next item on the agenda is the pend-
ing litigation in the matter entitled Franklin
D. Martens and Rosemary Martens and
Gary Martens and Steven Martens, Dura-
ble Power of Attorney for Franklin D. Mar-
tens and Rosemary Martens v. Mountrail
County. This item may be discussed in an
executive session. The legal authority for
closing this portion of the meeting is North
Dakota Code section(s) 44-04-19.1(5). The

topic or purpose of this executive session
is to discuss negotiation strategies for pos-
sible settlement of all claims regarding the
pending litigation.

At this time, a motion would in order to
discuss the next topic in executive session
rather than in an open meeting.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. Olson, to approve to enter into
executive session and close the open meet-
ing. Upon roll call, Ruland, Rice, Holle-
kim, Olson and DeGroot voted yes. Motion
carried.

The executive session will be recorded
and all members of the governing body are
reminded to limit their discussion during
the executive session to the announced top-
ic. Any collective decision, collective com-
mitment or other final action by the govern-
ing body must occur after it reconvenes in
an open meeting, unless final action is spe-
cifically required by law to be taken during
the executive session.

The prohibition on taking final action
during the executive session does not apply
to providing guidance or instruction to our
attorneys or negotiator.

We will now ask the members of the
public who are attending the meeting to
leave the room. We anticipate adjourning
the executive session, and reconvening the
open portion of the meeting, at approxi-
mately 10 a.m. on July 2, 2024.

The minutes will show the executive
session began at 9:49 a.m. on July 2nd,
2024 and was attended by Commissioners
Ruland, Rice, Olson, Hollekim and De-
Groot. Also attending are State’s Attorney
Wade G. Enget, Hunter Cowdery, Extern
with State’s Attorney’s Office, Auditor
Stephanie A. Pappa, and Jana Hennessy,
Road & Bridge Engineer.

The minutes will show that the execu-
tive session was adjourned at 10:02 a.m. on
July 2, 2024. The public has been invited to
return to the meeting room and we are now
back in open session.

10:00 A.M.

Jana Hennessy, Road & Bridge (R&B)
Engineer met to discuss Road & Bridge.

1. BID AWARD-NEW MOTOR-
GRADERS

Engineer Hennessy presented the 4 new
motor grader bidding results. Also present
for the bid awards is Jon Markle and Kent
Jaeger with RDO.

Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by
Comm. Olson, to approve the purchase
of four new 2024 motor graders equipped
with lift group and rear-ripper/scarifier
from RDO at the low bid of $1,764,400
(441,100 per unit) less trade value of
$805,300 for four used motor graders for a
net purchase price of $959,100 with bid ac-
ceptance also based off the guaranteed buy
back of $206,100 per machine. Upon roll
call, Olson, Hollekim, Ruland, Rice and
DeGroot voted yes. Motion carried.

2. BR10625-STRUCTURE  RE-
PLACEMENT/BRIDGE NO 31-106-25.0

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the balanc-
ing change order #1 to Martin Construc-
tion, Inc for Project No BR 31-106-25.0
totaling -$48,573.03 and final pay totaling
$141,287.10. Upon roll call, Ruland, De-
Groot, Olson, Rice and Hollekim voted
yes. Motion carried.

3. BRO-0031(056) PCN 21435

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Olson, to approve sending a
letter to the NDDOT stating the federal
funding cannot be met and the project is
terminated so the county will reimburse
NDDOT for project BRO-0031(056) PCN
21435. Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, Holle-
kim, DeGroot and Ruland voted yes. Mo-
tion carried.

4. CR6 RECONSTRUCTION PROIJ-
ECT

Engineer Hennessy discussed the let-
ter received from Gratech Company LLC
concerning the BNSF railroad and paving.
Engineer Hennessy stated that the County
did not have any discussion with BNSF
concerning the paving/flaggers as stated in
the Gratech letter to the county.

5. 36th ST NW RECONSTRUCTION
PROJECT

Engineer Hennessy updated the board
on the approval of the townships on 36th St
NW reconstruction project.

6. STRIPING QUOTE

Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by
Comm. DeGroot, to approve the striping
quote for CR 3 South to Belden, CR 9 Spur
to Hwy 2 from CR 2, CR 9 from CR2 to
White Earth & CR 18 South Bypass with
West River Striping Company totaling
$68,213.32 for paint or $149,639.14 for
epoxy and give authorization to Engineer
Hennessy to determine using paint or ep-
oxy on the various routes needing striping.
Upon roll call, Ruland, Olson, Hollekim,
DeGroot and Rice voted yes. Motion car-
ried.

7. PICKUP QUOTE

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Olson, to approve the quote
from Sax Motors for 1 three quarter ton
pickup and 1 one-ton pickup totaling
$95,629 with two trade-ins. Upon roll call,
Rice, Ruland, DeGroot, Olson and Holle-
kim voted yes. Motion carried.

8. MOWING NOTICE FOR FALL
MOWING

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve advertising the
notice for fall mowing with a deadline of
October 1st to complete mowing opera-
tions. Upon roll call, all present voted yes.
Motion carried.

9. MISCELLANEOUS

Engineer Hennessy updated the board
concerning the Palermo North gravel road.
Comm. Hollekim expressed disappoint-
ment in the project; she felt there are safety
concerns because of the ridge/drop-off cre-
ated between the edge of the roadway and
the shoulder of the road.

4. ADJOURN

The Board adjourned at 11:32 A.M. to
meet in regular session on Tuesday, July
16, 2024 at 9:00 A.M. Accepted and ap-
proved this 16th day of July, 2024.

Trudy Ruland, Chairman
Mountrail County Commissioner
Stephanie A. Pappa
Mountrail County Auditor



