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CIVIL NO. 31-2024-CV-00258
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 
COUNTY OF MOUNTRAIL

IN DISTRICT COURT
NORTH CENTRAL

 JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Basin Electric Power Cooperative, 
Petitioner,
v.
Geraldine Day, Dennis Day, Janet An-

dersen, David Andersen, Marc Tellevik, 
Jennifer Brown, Carolyn Thomas, and 
Traci Kingsbury,

Respondents.
SUMMONS

THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPON-
DENTS:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED 
and required to appear and defend against 
the Petition in this action, to confi rm Ba-
sin Electric Power Cooperative’s right to 
enter, survey, and examine the following 
described property in Mountrail County, 
North Dakota, to wit:

Township 156 North, Range 94 West
Section 17: S1/2SE1/4, 

S1/2S1/2S1/2SW1/4
Section 20: NE1/4, 

NE1/4NW1/4NW1/4, N1/2NE1/4NW1/4
by serving upon the undersigned an 

answer or other proper response within 
21 days after the service of this Sum-
mons upon you, exclusive of the day of 
service. If you fail to do so, judgment by 
default will be taken against you for the 
relief demanded in the Petition. A copy of 
the Petition has been fi led in the offi ce of 
the Clerk of District Court in and for said 
County.

Dated this 18th day of September, 
2024.

CROWLEY FLECK PLLP
Attorneys for Plaintiff

Basin Electric Power Cooperative
100 West Broadway Ave., Suite 250

P.O. Box 2798
Bismarck, North Dakota 58502-2798

Phone: (701) 223-6585
Fax: (701) 222-4853

By: /s/ Erik J. Edison
PAUL J. FORSTER (ND ID #07398)

pforster@crowleyfl eck.com
BENJAMIN J. SAND (ND ID 

#07981)
bsand@crowleyfl eck.com

ERIK J. EDISON (ND ID #08790)
ejedison@crowleyfl eck.com

Sept. 25, Oct. 2, 9, 2024

CIVIL NO. 31-2024-CV-00081
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 
COUNTY OF MOUNTRAIL

IN DISTRICT COURT
NORTH CENTRAL

JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Hess Bakken Investments II, LLC, 
Plaintiff
v.
Bennekill, LLC, 
Defendant.
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
Notice is hereby given of a judgment 

entered on April 16, 2024, in an action 
in District Court, North Central Judicial 
District, Mountrail County, North Da-
kota wherein Hess Bakken Investments II, 
LLC is the Plaintiff and Bennekill, LLC is 
Defendant, in favor of said plaintiff, and 
an Execution issued thereon, the under-
signed Sheriff of Mountrail County, North 
Dakota, has levied on and will sell at pub-
lic auction the following real property to 
satisfy said judgment with all costs/fees in 
the amount of $126,163.18 (plus accruing 
interest and sale costs).

Defendant’s interest in the real prop-
erty that is subject to this sale is Ben-
nekill, LLC’s interests in the following 
wells: EN-FARHART-156-93-0409H-1 
(NDIC File No. 27628), EN-FARHART-
156-93-0409H-2 (NDIC File No. 27627), 
EN-FARHART-156-93-0409H-3 (NDIC 
File No. 27626), EN-FARHART-156-
93-0409H-4 (NDIC File No. 35782), 
EN-FARHART-156-93-0409H-5 (NDIC 
File No. 35781), EN-FARHART-156-93-
0409H-6 (NDIC File No. 35780), and EN-
FARHART-156-93-0409H-7 (NDIC File 
No. 35779) (the “Wells”); and Bennekill, 
LLC’s leasehold for oil and gas purposes 
consisting of all Bennekill, LLC’s right, 
title, and interest in and to that oil and gas 
lease dated August 28, 2012, (recorded 
on September 14, 2012, as Document No. 
393624) entered into by AgriBank, FCB, 
lessor and Great Northern Energy, LLC, 
lessee (the “Lease”). The Lease covers the 
following real property located in Moun-
trail County, North Dakota.

Township 156 North, Range 93 West
Section 4: SE 1/4
The sale will be held October 30th, 

2024, at 10:00 a.m., at the Mountrail 
County Court House, located at 101 N 
Main St., Stanley, ND 58784.

Dated this 17th day of September, 
2024.

/s/ Corey Bristol
Corey Bristol

Sheriff of Mountrail County
Sept. 25, Oct. 2, 9, 2024

Case No. 31-2024-CV-00084
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF MOUNTRAIL

IN DISTRICT COURT
NORTH CENTRAL

JUDICIAL DISTRICT
NOTICE OF SALE

First Western Bank & Trust, 
Plaintiff,
v. 
Jason Lee Tracy, Sarah Irene Tracy, 

Child Support Enforcement Unit, 
Defendant.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that by 

virtue of a Judgment and decree in fore-
closure, rendered by the District Court 
of the North Central Judicial District, in 
and for the County of Mountrail, State of 
North Dakota, and entered and docketed 
in the offi ce of the Clerk of the District 
Court, in and for said County, on the 16th 
day of August, 2024, in an action wherein 
First Western Bank & Trust was Plaintiff, 
and Jason Lee Tracy, Sarah Irene Tracy, 
Child Support Enforcement Unit were 
Defendants, in favor of the Plaintiff and 
against the Defendant Jason Lee Tracy for 
the sum of $899,672.24, which Judgment 
and decree, among other things, directs 
the sale of the real estate hereinafter de-
scribed, and by virtue of a writ issued to 
me by the Clerk of said Court, in and for 
Mountrail County, and under the seal of 
said Court, directing me to sell said real 
property, pursuant to said Judgment and 
decree, I, Corey Bristol, Sheriff of Moun-
trail County will sell the herein after de-
scribed real estate to the highest bidder 
for cash, at public auction at the front door 
of the courthouse in the City of Stanley, 
Mountrail County, North Dakota, on the 
16th day of October, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. of 
that day, to satisfy the said Judgment with 
interest and costs thereon, and the costs 
and expenses of such sale, or so much 
thereof as the proceeds of such sale appli-
cable thereto will satisfy.

The premises to be sold pursuant to 
said Judgment and decree and to said writ 
and to this notice, are described in said 
Judgment, decree and writ as follows:

Lot 22, Varloe’s Subdivision in the 
NE1/4 of Section 30, Township 152 North, 
Range 91 West of the 5th P.M.

Dated this 12 day of September, 2024.
/s/ Corey Bristol

Corey Bristol
Sheriff of Mountrail County,

North Dakota
By: Duane Marmon, Chief Deputy

Sept. 18, 25, Oct. 2, 2024

Oil Activity 
Report

Permits:
None
Additional Information:
Approved for Confi dential Sta-

tus:
Hunt Oil Company, Oakland 

154-89-31-29H 1, SESE 31-154N-
89W, Mountrail Co.

Hess Bakken Invest-
ments II, LLC, EN-Schroeder-
157-94-1102H-3, SWSW 11-157N-
94W, Mountrail Co.

Silver Hill Energy Operat-
ing, LLC, Tucson W 158-94-26-
35-1MBH, SWSW 23-158N-94W, 
Mountrail Co.

Released from Confi dential Sta-
tus:

Hess Bakken Investments II,  
LLC, RS-Feldman-156-92-1423H-2, 
NENW 14-156N-92W, Mountrail 
Co., Ross

Slawson Exploration Compa-
ny, Inc., Prowler 1 SLH, NWNW 
21-152N-91W, Mountrail Co., Big 
Bend

Slawson Exploration  Company, 
Inc., Payara 5 SLTFH, NWNW 
21-152N-91W, Mountrail Co., Big 
Bend

Slawson Exploration  Company, 
Inc.,  Fisherman 4-21-28H, NWNW 
21-152N-91W, Mountrail Co., Big 
Bend

Slawson Exploration Compa-
ny, Inc., Snoop Alley 6-16-9TFH, 
NWNW 21-152N-91W, Mountrail 
Co., Big Bend

Hess Bakken Investments II, 
LLC, RS-Juma-156-92-1131H-2, 
NENW 14-156N-92W, Mountrail 
Co., Alger

Slawson Exploration Compa-
ny, Inc., Fisherman 5-21-28TFH, 
NWNW 21-152N-91W, Mountrail 
Co., Big Bend

Hess Bakken Investments II, 
LLC, RS-Feldman-LW-156-92-
1423H-1, NENW 14-156N-92W, 
Mountrail Co., Alger

Hess Bakken Investments II, 
LLC, EN-Lonetree Farm-156-84-
0805H-7, SWSW 8-156N-94W, 
Mountrail Co., Big Butte

Confi dential Wells Plugged or 
Producing:

Hunt Oil Company, Shell 153-
89-6-8H 1, SESE 31-154N-89W, 
Mountrail Co.

Hunt Oil Company, Oakland 
154-89-31-29H 1, SESE 31-154N-
89W, Mountrail Co.

Producer Now Abandoned:
Whiting Oil and Gas Corpora-

tion, 3 Jacks LLP 44-4H, SESE 
4-153N-92W, Mountrail Co.

Oasis Petroleum North America 
LLC, Ruud 5493 42-23 2T2, SESW 
23-154N-93W, Mountrail Co.

Dry Hole:
Oasis Petroleum North America 

LLC, Berry 5493 44-7 13B, SESE 
7-154N-93W, Mountrail Co.

Permit Cancellations:
Slawson Exploration Com-

pany, Inc., Shad Rap Federal 
4-2-3TFHPNC, NENE 11-151N-
91W, Mountrail Co.

Slawson Exploration Company, 
Inc., Shad Rap Federal 2-2-3HPNC, 
Lot 1, 2-151N-91W, Mountrail Co.

Slawson Exploration Company, 
Inc., Shad Rap Federal 4 SLT-
FHPNC, NENE 11-151N-91W, 
Mountrail Co.

Slawson Exploration Company, 
Inc., Shad Rap Federal 3-2-3HPNC, 
NENE 11-151N-91W, Mountrail Co.

More information on oil activity 
in the state can be found online at 
https://www.dmr.nd.gov/oilgas/.

PLAZA CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES

AUGUST 12, 2024
PRESENT: Mayor Terry Reese, City 

Council members Phil Westgard, Bob 
Blunck, Ethan Stein, Darrell Salter

OTHERS: City Attorney Bill Woods 
and City Engineer Jason Strand

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 
p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Phil moved, seconded by Bob, to ap-

prove the agenda as amended. The vote 
was all in favor, motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Darrell moved, seconded by Bob, to 

approve the minutes of the July 8, 2024 
meeting. The vote was all in favor, motion 
carried.

Darrell moved, seconded by Phil, to 
approve the minutes of the August 5, 2024 
Special Meeting. The vote was all in favor, 
motion carried.

APPROVAL OF BILLS
Phil moved, seconded by Ethan, to ap-

prove the August 2024 bills. Voting in fa-
vor were Phil, Bob, Ethan and Darrell, with 
none opposing and no abstentions.

ATTORNEY REPORT
Bill conducted the fi rst reading of a 

draft fi reworks ordinance. He and the 
Council discussed dates, hours and fees for 
the proposed ordinance.

Bob moved, seconded by Ethan, to ac-
cept the ordinance as amended during the 
fi rst reading. The vote was all in favor, mo-
tion carried.

ENGINEER REPORT
Jason discussed the next actions for 

the City Hall construction project with the 
Council. He said there was a surveyor lined 
up and that he had sent the layout to Han-
son’s Excavating. He asked when a fi nal 
decision would be made on the fl oor plan, 
and he and the Council discussed and re-
viewed it. They discussed where the water 
would be brought into the building. The 
Planning Committee has a meeting com-
ing up Friday and will discuss and fi nalize 
these matters then.

Jason then updated the Council on the 
status of the hydrant repairs and the sewer 
lining project. He said he will put GIS loca-
tions onto a map for the City to use.

Jason said we will still have Macguire 
Iron come in to complete repairs on the 
water tower, and he will contact them to 
obtain a completion date from them.

Jason asked if anyone was planning to 
attend the ND League of Cities annual con-
ference September 18-20. Phil shared the 
agenda and fees with the Council.

2025 SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS
The Auditor was instructed to notify the 

County Auditor of special assessments to 6 
residents to cover the City’s costs of mow-
ing their lots, and to two property owners 
to cover the City’s costs of tearing down 
condemned buildings on their lots. She was 
also instructed to send billing letters to each 
of the residents with special assessments.

NEW BUSINESS
There are two individuals who may be 

interested in purchasing two lots in Robyns 
Addition; they will be invited to the next 
meeting. Bob discussed tree removal from 
the lot with the crawl space on it, but if 
someone is going to buy it we can just 
leave it until this fall.

Phil said that he and Tria are going to 
have someone repair the restroom next to 
her business space. They will also install a 
cabinet.

The Auditor was instructed to contact 
the individual who has leased the Café 
space to inquire if she is still interested in 
it. Darrell said that space over there would 
make a great daycare, especially now that 
the City’s only daycare has closed. Darrell 
also said he spoke with Bruce about special 
order doors at Menard’s and is just waiting 
to hear.

The next meeting will be held Septem-
ber 16, 2024 at 7 p.m.

Phil moved to transfer $50,000.00 from 
the General Account to the Water Account. 
Voting in favor were Phil, Bob, Ethan and 
Darrell, with none opposing and no absten-
tions.

ADJOURNMENT
Bob moved, seconded by Ethan, to 

adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m. The vote 
was all in favor, motion carried.

Pemina Yellow Bird,
City Auditor

Terry Reese,
Mayor

Plaza City
Council
Minutes

CITY OF WHITE EARTH SPECIAL 
MEETING MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 17, 2024

Present: Acting Mayor Justin LaBar; 
Alderpersons Zack Mangum, Jerald Og-
den, Van Rice, Justin LaBar; Auditor 
Shannon Swain, Deputy Auditor Tami La-
Bar; and Employees Jessie Swain, Greg 
Gunderson by phone.

Guest/Visitors: None present.
Called to order at 7:03 p.m., followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance.
1. Culverts
There was a discussion about mailbox-

es being too close to the road. Mailboxes 
have been hit. Need to see if county re-
sponsible to move mailboxes and to clean 
culverts on Hill Street.

2. Gravel
Ogden motioned to stockpile 32 loads 

of crushed asphalt at dump and use as 
needed, Mangum seconded. Rice amended 
motion to 40 loads and Magnum seconded. 
Vote was unanimous on both.

3. Barriers
There was talk about putting up barriers 

on Lookout Street. After further discussion 
there were no motions made, so subject 
dropped.

Ogden motioned to adjourn meeting 
and Mangum seconded.

Time Meeting Adjourned: 8:19 p.m.
Shannon Swain, Auditor 

Minutes Of
White Earth
City Council

PUBLIC NOTICE TO REMOVE 
HAY BALES FROM MOUNTRAIL 

COUNTY ROAD RIGHT OF WAY BY 
NOVEMBER 1, 2024

All hay bales as stored on Mountrail 
County road rights of ways as prescribed 
in the Mountrail County Hay Removal 
Policy must be removed by Friday, No-
vember 1, 2024. Hay bales remaining on 
the county road rights of way after No-
vember 1, 2024 will be removed by the 
Mountrail County Road & Bridge Depart-
ment. Hay bales need to be removed for 
snow management and safety reasons.

The entire Hay Removal Policy can be 
viewed on the Mountrail County website 
at http://www.co.mountrail.nd.us/road.
html

By the order of the Board of Mountrail 
County Commissioners as per policy ad-
opted September 5, 2017.

Oct. 2, 9, 2024

Court File No. 31-2024-PR-00124
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

OF MOUNTRAIL COUNTY,
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
RUFINA C. STEPHENS, DECEASED

ORDER FIXING TIME
AND PLACE OF HEARING

The Petition of Edward J. Olson for 
Formal Appointment of a Personal Rep-
resentative having come before the Court;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the 
24th day of October, 2024, at 10:30 o’clock 
a.m. at the courtroom of said Court at the 
Courthouse in the City of Stanley, Moun-
trail County, North Dakota, be and the 
same hereby is set as the time and place 
for the hearing of said Petition, and any 
person interested may appear and object 
to the appointment of the Petitioner as Per-
sonal Representative.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 
Petitioner give notice of said hearing in 
the manner prescribed by NDCC 30.1-03-
01 to all persons entitled to notice pursu-
ant to NDCC 30.1-15-03 and to all persons 
who have fi led a demand for notice pursu-
ant to NDCC 30.1-13-04.

Dated September 19, 2024; 10:45:52 
a.m.

By the Court:
Richard L. Hagar

Judge of the District Court
Amy M. Clark (#06770)
SMITH & STREGE LTD.
321 Dakota Avenue, P.O. Box 38
Wahpeton, North Dakota 58074
Telephone: (701) 642-2668
Fax: (701) 642-4729
Email: amyclark@smithstrege.com
Attorney for Personal Representative

Oct. 2, 9, 16, 2024

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF MOUNTRAIL

IN DISTRICT COURT 
NORTH CENTRAL

JUDICIAL DISTRICT
In the Matter of the Adoption of 

R.L.B., a Minor Child
Case No. 31-2024-DM-00036

SUMMONS
Michele Brown and Dale Brown, 
Petitioners,
vs.
Executive Director of North Dakota 

Department of Human Services; Steven 
Doak; and Raphael Cook, 

Respondents.
THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPON-
DENTS:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED 
to answer the Petition for Adoption and 
Termination of Parental Rights, a copy of 
which is on fi le in the Offi ce of the Clerk 
of District Court, and to serve in this ac-
tion upon the undersigned an Answer or 
other proper response within twenty-one 
(21) days after the service of this Summon 
upon you, exclusive of the day of service. 
If you fail to appear or answer, Judgment 
by default will be taken against you for the 
relief demanded in the Petition for Adop-
tion and Termination of Parental Rights.

Dated this 13th day of August, 2024.
PRINGLE & HERIGSTAD, P.C.

/s/ Ashleigh B. Ensrud
Ashleigh B. Ensrud (#07174)

2525 Elk Drive
PO Box 1000

Minot, ND 58702
(701) 852-0381

aensrud@pringlend.com
Attorneys for Petitioners

Oct. 2, 9, 16, 2024

Probate No. 31-2024-PR-00112
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

MOUNTRAIL COUNTY,
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
In the Matter of the Estate of

SHARRY D. HAGEN, Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the undersigned has been appointed per-
sonal representative of the above estate. 
All persons having claims against the 
said deceased are required to present their 
claims within three months after the date 
of the fi rst publication of this notice or said 
claims will be forever barred. Claims must 
either be presented to KARI HAGEN, 
personal representative of the estate, at 
859 121st Ave. SW, Manning, North Da-
kota 58642 or fi led with the Court.

Dated this 17th day of September, 
2024.

/s/ Kari Hagen
Kari Hagen

859 121st Ave. SW
Manning, ND 58642

JOHN S. STEINBERGER, JR.
Attorney at Law, #3345
Box 566
Kenmare, North Dakota 58746
(701) 385-4760
Email: copperwiz@hotmail.com
Attorney for: Personal Representative

First Publication on the 25th day of 
September, 2024.

Sept. 25, Oct. 2, 9, 2024

U.S. Senators John Hoeven (R-
ND) and Catherine Cortez Masto 
(D-NV) released the following 
statement after the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs voted to 
approve their bipartisan Bridg-
ing Agency Data Gaps & Ensur-
ing Safety (BADGES) for Native 
Communities Act. Specifi cally, the 
BADGES for Native Communities 
Act would support the recruitment 
and retention of Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) law enforcement offi -
cers, bolster federal missing persons 
resources and give Tribes and states 
greater tools to combat violence.

“Securing committee approval 
of our legislation is an important 
step toward strengthening the re-
sources available to Tribal law en-
forcement,” said Senator Hoeven. 
“Our bill authorizes the BIA to con-
duct its own background check of 
law enforcement applicants, which 
empowers Tribes to meet their law 
enforcement staffi ng and infrastruc-
ture needs, enhances public safety 
and helps bring offenders to justice.”

“I hear it often from Tribes in 
Nevada - law enforcement offi cers 
are stretched thin in their commu-
nities and it’s having an impact on 
everyone, especially when it comes 
to combating the epidemic of miss-
ing and murdered Indigenous wom-
en and girls,” said Senator Cortez 
Masto. “I’m proud of our bipartisan 
work to pass the BADGES for Na-
tive Communities Act through com-
mittee today. This bill to give Tribal 
police the resources and tools they 

Hoeven, Cortez Masto Bill To Strengthen
Tribal Public Safety Passes Committee

need to fi ght crime and keep their 
communities safe is one step closer 
to becoming law.”

Specifi cally, the BADGES for 
Native Communities Act would:

• Allow the BIA to conduct its 
own background checks for law en-
forcement offi cer applicants in order 
to improve offi cer recruitment.

• Increase Tribal access to the 
National Missing and Unidentifi ed 
Persons System (NamUs) by requir-
ing Tribal facilitators to conduct 
ongoing Tribal outreach and serve 
as a point of contact for Tribes and 
law enforcement agencies, as well 
as conduct training and information 
gathering to improve the resolution 
of missing persons cases.

• Require a report on Tribal law 
enforcement needs, including staff-
ing, replacement and repairs for cor-
rection facilities, infrastructure and 
capital for Tribal police and court 
facilities, and emergency communi-
cation technology.

• Establish a grant program to 
support states, Tribes, and Tribal 
organizations in the coordination of 
efforts related to missing and mur-
dered persons cases and sexual as-
sault cases.

• Evaluate federal law enforce-
ment evidence collection, handling, 
and processing crucial to securing 
conviction of violent offenders.

Lane departure-related crashes 
accounted for more than half of the 
motor vehicle fatalities in North 
Dakota in 2023. Vision Zero urges 
drivers to remain vigilant and stay 
within their lane to help reduce the 
number of crashes and fatalities on 
North Dakota’s roads.

Single-vehicle lane departure 
crashes are especially common in 
rural areas and are a leading cause 
of severe injuries. These crashes oc-
cur when a vehicle crosses the edge 
or center line or leaves the roadway 
entirely, often resulting in a serious 
injury or death due to the typically 
high speeds involved.

North Dakota continues to in-
stall enhanced road safety features 
with proven measures such as wider 
edge line pavement markings, curve 
warning signs, cable median barri-

Lane Departure Remains A Leading
Cause Of Fatal Crashes In ND

ers and edge and center-line rumble 
strips, all of which are aimed at re-
ducing lane departure incidents.

Drivers are reminded to take per-
sonal responsibility by wearing seat 
belts, using proper child safety seats, 
obeying all speed limits and driving 
sober and distraction-free. Together, 
these actions can help eliminate fa-
talities and serious injuries on North 
Dakota roadways.

Visit the North Dakota Crash 
Memorial Wall to view memorials 
built on the hope of preventing an-
other death on North Dakota roads.

By Tom Kalb,
Horticulturist, NDSU Extension

Would you like to grow a special 
fl ower in your garden? Something 
that is eye-catching? Something that 
is unforgettable?

A team of gardeners and I have 
tested hundreds of annual fl ower va-
rieties across North Dakota over the 
last 15 years. This included trials at 
the Dragonfl y Garden in Bismarck.

Whenever I provided visitors a 
tour of the Dragonfl y Garden, some-
one would inevitably walk over to a 
stunning group of plants that tow-
ered like statues above the rest.

They would ask, “What is that?”
It was Only the Lonely nicotiana, 

a rare and remarkable fl ower.
A member of the tobacco fam-

ily, Only the Lonely grows a full 
fi ve feet tall and serves as a striking 
background to any fl ower garden. A 
cluster of pure white blooms adorns 
the top of each plant.

The foliage itself is fascinating 
as the 12-inch-long, broad leaves are 
rich green with contrasting light-
green veins.

Woodland tobacco (Nicotiana 
sylvestris) was brought to New 
England from Argentina in 1899. It 
quickly became a favorite fl ower in 
Victorian and cottage gardens.

Nicotiana has a reputation for be-
ing one of the most fragrant annuals. 
The blooms of Only the Lonely have 
a lovely, jasmine-like scent at night. 
This makes it a wonderful plant to 
grow near a doorway, along a walk-
way or under a bedroom window.

Only the Lonely is much more 
fragrant than the dwarf nicotiana va-
rieties sold at garden centers today. 
Anyone who says modern dwarf ni-
cotianas are fragrant is sniffi ng with 
their imaginations more than their 
noses.

The biggest shortcoming of Only 
the Lonely nicotiana is that it may 

Dakota Gardener: Get To Know 
This Stunning, Fragrant Flower

lean if exposed to high winds. Situ-
ating your plants in a sheltered place 
or staking the plants will remedy 
this. Another possible concern is the 
plant is toxic to children and pets.

The only major pest to this plant 
is tobacco hornworm, a most fasci-
nating pest. Hornworms are giant, 
green caterpillars with scary eye-
ball-looking markings and a distinct 
horn on their ends. I easily control 
these pests by picking them off the 
plants and stepping on them.

Only the Lonely seeds are avail-
able from numerous seed compa-
nies. Go online and search for your 
seeds on Google.

Start the seeds indoors just as 
you do with tomatoes. Set your 
transplants in a sunny spot after the 
danger of frost is over. The easy-to-
grow plants are attractive to pollina-
tors and resistant to rabbits and deer.

I invite you to add Only the 
Lonely to your garden next spring. 
You will be delighted.

Lastly, be prepared for everyone 
in your neighborhood to ask you, 
“What is that?”

For more information about gar-
dening, contact your local NDSU 
Extension agent. Find the Extension 
offi ce for your county at www.ndsu.
edu/agriculture/extension/county-
extension-offi ces.

State School Superintendent 
Kirsten Baesler said last week that 
North Dakota high school students’ 
2024 Advanced Placement exam 
results will save them $2.1 million 
in college tuition costs. The savings 
are part of a continuing state pro-
gram that has saved students $11.5 
million in college tuition expenses 
since 2015.

North Dakota students scored 3 
or better on 69 percent of their Ad-
vanced Placement exams this year, 
which is the highest rate in the past 
fi ve years, Baesler said. Advanced 
Placement courses are scored on a 
scale of 1 to 5, and scores of 3 or 
greater can earn students course 
credit or advanced placement at the 
college they attend.

North Dakota high schools of-
fer a variety of elective Advanced 
Placement courses, from biology to 
history, chemistry, environmental 
science, mathematics, physics, com-
puter science, English and literature.

The Department of Public In-
struction subsidizes the cost of up 
to four Advanced Placement exams 
for each student in math, science, 
computer science, and English dur-

Advanced Placement Success
Saves Students $2.1 Million

ing the student’s high school career. 
The fee for each exam is about $100.

This year, the state paid AP 
exam fees for 2,073 tests in which 
students scored 3 or above. If each 
test is good for four hours of college 
credit, students will save $2.1 mil-
lion in tuition costs, Baesler said. 
North Dakota’s University System 
charges an average of $257 per cred-
it hour.

The AP exam subsidy program 
dates to 2015, when the North Da-
kota Legislature approved Baesler’s 
“Leveraging the Senior Year” initia-
tive. Since then, AP exam results 
have saved North Dakota college 
students $11.5 million, including the 
$2.1 million saved in 2024.

The Leveraging the Senior Year 
program is aimed at broadening 
high school seniors’ options for 
taking advanced coursework, and 
at helping seniors avoid remedial 
college courses by providing extra 
academic instruction. Advanced 
Placement classes help high school 
students prepare for college-level 
work and demonstrate their readi-
ness for it.

The state pays the fee for every 
student’s fi rst AP exam in math, sci-
ence, computer science, and Eng-
lish, and at least half of the cost for 
three additional tests. High school 
students who qualify for free or re-
duced-price school meals can have 

their AP exam costs covered for as 
many as four courses.

Advanced Placement exams are 
given annually during the fi rst two 
weeks of May, with a makeup exam 
opportunity in the third week of 
May.

For more information, contact your local newspaper representative.

FOCUS:
Community 

Involved

74%
of North Dakota newspaper readers
believe that they have a responsibility to
help shape the future of their communities.

*2024 North Dakota State Study, Conducted by Coda Ventures
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