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PUBLIC
NOTICES

A public notice is information
 informing citizens of government activities 

that may affect the
citizens’ everyday lives.

Public notices have been printed 
in local newspapers, the trusted 

sources for community information, 
for more than 200 years.

- - - - - -
North Dakota newspapers also post 

public notices that are printed in newspapers 
on

www.ndpublicnotices.com
at no additional charge 
to units of government.
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North Dakota 

Newspaper Cooperative 
Like all states, North Dakota 

has been in the process of gather-
ing records from municipal water 
systems and information from 
citizens about whether old lead 
service lines bring drinking water 
to homes. 

This is part of a process of imple-
menting the latest Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) rules on 
lead in service lines. The rules aim 
to protect people from exposure 
to lead in drinking water in their 
homes from pipes directly con-
nected to municipal water sources 
before lead was banned in the 
1986 Safe Drinking Water Act. 

Exposure to lead at an early 
age or within the womb has been 
shown to cause a range of serious 
health impacts, including irrevers-
ible effects on brain development 
in children. 

This means higher rates of 
ADHD and behavioral issues that 
have impacts later in life, includ-
ing delinquent, antisocial and 
criminal behavior, according to 
recent studies. 

“Young children, because they’re 
growing so fast, the need for min-
erals and vitamins, their intake is 
very high,” said Sandra Washek, 
N.D. Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ). “The more 
you’re exposed to it, the more you 
suck it in.” 

Around $25 million in fed-
eral funding has come to North 
Dakota’s state revolving fund this 
year to help cover the costs to 
replace those lines. Nationally, $15 
billion of Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law funding has been invested to 
identify and replace lead service 
lines. 

North Dakota receives approxi-
mately $28 million per year over 
five years for the program, with 
the first disbursement of $20 mil-
lion coming in 2022. 

Identifying the problem 
According to DEQ, a total of 

5,170 lead service lines in North 
Dakota had been identified by 
mid-November and will need to be 
replaced. Another 430 galvanized 
lines previously connected to lines 
containing lead where lead de-
posits have formed will also need 
replacement. 

With another 124,014 lines, 
however, it is unknown whether 
lead exists in those lines and could 
take resident reporting to discover 
the true number. 

Altogether, there are 276,390 
lines identified in the 310 public 
water systems across the state.

The EPA estimates over 22,000 
lead service lines exist in the in 
North Dakota, according to a Free-
dom of Information Act request 
from the environmental law non-
profit Natural Resources Defense 
Council (NRDC) that covered all 
states. 

By comparison, Minnesota’s 
estimates are for around 360,000 
lines, South Dakota over 7,000, 
and Montana over 10,000. 

DEQ has been working to under-
stand the 800 plus pages of EPA 
rules on lead and copper lines to 
help public water systems comply. 

Officials say more help from resi-
dents is needed to narrow down 
the number of unknown lines. 

“We got round two, three and 
four of this inventory coming. 

So, if (water authorities) are out 
there, and if they’re being asked 
on these surveys, being knocked 
on the door and stuff, please help 
these engineers and the public 
works people do this,” Washek 
said. “Because if we can downsize 
those unknowns, and their line is 
non-lead, we can remove them off 
the list.” 

Replacement will come with 
some costs to homeowners, 
however, with bills up to around 
$2,000, depending on how exten-
sive the replacement is. 

“Some cities are assessing those 
costs so they can be spread out 
over a longer period of time,” said 
Shannon Fisher, who is managing 
the program funds for DEQ. “A lot 
of homeowners, even if it’s $2,000 
or whatever, that’s still a lot.”

Fisher said some municipalities 
are considering capping the costs 
for homeowners, contributing 
their own funds in addition to the 
federal money. 

So far, Bismarck and Grand 
Forks have started replacing 
lead service lines, while Fargo 
and Dickinson are likely to start 
replacement in the near future, 
according to DEQ. Waiting lists 
have grown already in areas where 
replacement is underway, how-
ever, since the number of contrac-
tors is limited. 

Grand Forks started its replace-
ments in 2022, following the lead 
of Bismarck. A total of 51 homes 
have been scheduled for replace-
ments, but challenges include cost 
and contractor availability, said 
Melanie Parvey, the city’s water 
director. 

A total of around 1,000 lead 
service lines have been identified 
in Grand Forks, and another 700 
are unknown. 

Parvey estimates replacement 
costs of $7,000 to $12,000 per 
line, with the portion borne by 
homeowners now capped at 
$1,000. 

Outreach, which has included 
postcards and letters, has yielded 
only a 10% response rate. 

“I think reaching each and every 
household is just a challenge,” 
Parvey said. 

The city has also advanced its 
meter replacement project, which 
will allow engineers the ability to 
check lines as meters are swapped.  

“I think the biggest thing is 
we’re willing to come out and help 
them figure out what they’ve got,” 
Parvey said. “We don’t charge any-
body. We just come out and meet 
with them and help them figure 
out if it is a lead service line, and 
then if it is, we’ve got some fund-
ing, so we can help them if they 
have an interest.” 

Schools, child care 
facilities not yet tested

Separate from the lead service 
line replacement, but potentially 
as important, is a program for 
schools and child care facilities to 
check for lead pipes and fixtures in 
their water systems. 

DEQ offers a lead hazard survey 
for any school to voluntarily check 
for lead levels, with federal grant 
funding available since 2017 to 
help pay for sampling and testing. 

However, schools – and later 
child care facilities – faced a 
number of disincentives in going 
forward with testing and potential 
remediation. 

If they did choose to test, they’d 

have to set up a website and hold 
meetings to educate staff and par-
ents.  If testing found a problem, 
they’d have to fix it themselves, 
Washek said.  

Only one school in the state 
started its application process for 
testing water systems, Washek 
said, and a handful looked at test-
ing lead paint, but no schools ever 
went through the full process. 

“We had funding, but no one 
wanted it,” Washek said. “We had 
some surveys sent back to us on 
lead paint, but we’d ask, ‘Did you 
turn around and do this? Did you 
do this?’ … stuff like that. They 
sent it back, but a lot of them 
weren’t interested in testing.” 

Under the new EPA lead and 
copper rule improvements, public 
water systems will be mandated to 
test schools and child care facili-
ties once it goes into full effect in 
the state and within the next ten 
years. 

Currently, only 10 states have re-
quirements for mandatory testing 
at schools and child care facilities, 
including neighboring Minnesota. 
Another nine states had mandato-
ry testing rules, but these expired 
and were replaced by voluntary 
reporting systems. 

The new EPA rules will eventu-
ally trigger public water systems 
in North Dakota to offer yearly 
testing, first at kindergarten and 
elementary schools since they’re at 
higher risk, then child care facili-
ties, whether they’re in-home or 
stand alone, unless a building was 
constructed after the lead ban in 
the 1980s, Washek said. 

Washek hasn’t seen much activ-
ism by parents pushing for testing 
at schools, but has seen some 
from parents living in rental units 
where children have tested for 
higher levels of lead in their blood. 

Erik Olson, senior strategic 
director for health at the NRDC, 
said it is important for parents to 
take an active role in pushing for 
schools to test or potentially offer 
other solutions to make drinking 
water safe. 

“A lot of parents aren’t aware 
that when you do the testing, in 
virtually every school that’s been 
tested anywhere in the country, 
you end up finding lead,” Olson 
said. “I think a lot of parents aren’t 
aware and would be very con-
cerned if they learned that.” 

Michigan, which has had major 

State Needs Citizens Help 
to Get the Lead Out

Advertisement for Bids
City of Portal, North Dakota

Municipal Gas Distribution System 
Replacement

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the City of Portal, will receive sealed 
Bids for the construction of a Municipal 
Gas Distribution System Replacement 
project by the City Engineer via the 
Quest CDN vBid platform or in a sealed 
envelope at the office of Ackerman-
Estvold, 1907 17th Street SE, Minot, 
ND 58701 until 11:00 AM Wednesday, 
December 18th, 2024 at which time bids 
will be publicly opened and read aloud 
at the office of Ackerman-Estvold and 
virtually via Microsoft Teams meeting ID: 
215 148 689 211, Passcode: B4BL7n5D.  
A link to the virtual meeting is also 
posted on the vBid platform.

All Bids must be submitted, and all 
work shall be done, in full and strict 
compliance with:

1. The Plans & Contract Documents 
for this project;

2. Funding Agency Provisions for this 
project; 

Complete digital project bidding 
documents may be examined at www.
ackerman-estvold.com/projects or www.
questcdn.com. You may download the 
digital plan documents for $100 by 
inputting Quest project #9425203 on 
the website’s Project Search page.  An 
optional paper set of project documents 
is also available for a nonrefundable 
price of $100 per set. Make checks 
payable to Ackerman-Estvold and send 
it to 1907 17th Street SE, Minot, ND 
58701. Potential bidders may contact 
Ackerman-Estvold at (701) 837-8737 
with any questions.  

Generally, the Work covered by the 
Plans and Specifications consists of the 
materials, labor, tools, and equipment 
required installation of approximately 
11,200 LF 4-inch gas supply line, 
9,500 LF 2-inch gas distribution lines, 
and other incidentals as identified in 
the Plans and Specifications. Details 
of the construction are included in the 
Drawings and Project Manual. 

All Bids are to be submitted on the 
basis of cash payment for the Work 
and Materials necessary to complete 
the project. No electronic bid will be 
opened, read, or considered if it does 
not fully comply with the document 
submission requirements of the vBid 
system, including acknowledgement 
of all addenda, copy of Contractors 
License, and a submission of a Bidder’s 
Bond in the sum equal to 5% of the full 
amount of the Bid, executed by the 
Bidder as Principal, and by a Surety, 
conditioned that if the Principal’s Bid 
is accepted and the contract awarded 
to the Principal, the Principal, within 
ten days after notice of award, shall 
execute a Contract in accordance with 
the terms of the bid and bid bond and 
any condition of the City of Portal.  A 
counter signature of a bid bond is not 
required under this section.  For paper 
bids, the Bidder’s Bond and Contractors 
license shall be in a separate envelope 
attached to the bid envelope.

If a successful bidder does not execute 
a contract within the ten days allowed, 
the bidder’s bond must be forfeited to 
the City of Portal and the project will be 
awarded to the next lowest responsible 
bidder. 

Bidder’s shall be licensed for the 
full amount of the Bid, as required by 
Sections 43-07-12 of the North Dakota 
Century Code. 

No Bid may be read or considered 
if it does not fully comply with these 
requirements. Any deficient Bid received 
will be rejected by the vBid system of 
resealed and returned to the Bidder 
immediately. The Owner reserves the 
right to hold all Bids for 30 days, to 
reject any or all Bids, and to waive 
any informality or irregularity in any 
Bid to accept the Bid deemed in the 
best interest of the Owner, and to rebid 
the project until a satisfactory bid is 
received.

For paper bids, there shall be endorsed 
upon the outside of the envelope 
containing the Bid, the following:

1. “City of Portal Municipal Gas 
Distribution System Replacement”

2. The name of the person, firm, 
corporation, or joint venture submitting 
the Bid.

3. The Bidder’s Contractor’s License or 
Contractor’s License Renewal Number. 

4. Acknowledgement of the Addenda, 
if any.

Any deficient Bid received will be 
resealed and returned to the Bidder 
immediately.

All work shall be substantially complete 
by October 3, 2025. All work shall be 
completed and ready for final payment in 
accordance with the General Conditions 
by October 17, 2025.

Should the Contractor fail to complete 
its obligations under the Contract within 
the time required herein or within such 
extra time as may have been granted 
by formal extensions of time approved 
by the Owner, there will be deducted 
from any amount due to the Contractor 
the sum of $1,000 per day for each and 
every calendar day that the completion 
of the Work is delayed.  The Contractor 
and his Surety will be liable for any 
excess.  Such payment will be as and 
for liquidated damages and not as a 
penalty.

By order of the City Council of the City 
of Portal, North Dakota.

Dated this 12th day of November, 
2024.

 /s/ Lisa Smith, Mayor
November 27, Dec. 4 & 11, 2024

Section 00100
Invitation to Bid

Notice is hereby given, that separate 
sealed bids for the construction of North 
Western ND Multi-Community Chip Seal 
will be received by the Burke County 
Commission, Bowbells, North Dakota 
at the office of County Auditor, 103 Main 
St., Bowbells, North Dakota 58721 until  
10 AM, local time on December 17th,  
2024, and then publicly opened and 
read aloud.

The project consists of: Approximately 
32.25 miles of furnishing emulsified 
asphalt, applying a cover coat, fog seal 
and pavement markings.

The complete set of  Contract 
Documents, including drawings and 
specifications, is on file with the 
Owner at the County Auditor’s Office 
in the Burke County Courthouse 
and the office of Brosz Engineering, 
Inc. 501 9th Ave S.E., Stanley, ND. 
Digital Contract Documents are also 
available from QuestCDN and can be 
accessed from the Brosz Engineering 
website at www.broszeng.com under 
the “Bid Information” page. The cost 
for downloaded (electronic) plans 
is $22. The official Plan Holders list 
can be viewed for the project on the 
QuestCDN website. Only electronic 
plan holders downloaded via QuestCDN 
will receive addendum notifications. 
Contractors using any other means 
for obtaining plans and specifications 
must periodically check the QuestCDN 
website for any addenda.

All participating communities reserve 
the right to reject any or all Bids and 
waive any defects therein.

Disabled persons needing assistance, 
please contact the County Auditor at 
least 72 hours before the services are 
required. For more information or for 
complaints about ADA compliance, call 
701-377-2861.

Dated at  Bowbells, North Dakota, the 
22nd Day of November, 2024.

/s/  Amie Vandegraft, County Auditor 
Burke County Bowbells, North Dakota 

Publish: Nov. 27, Dec. 4 & 11, 2024

problems with lead, including 
finding high lead exposure in 
around 100,000 residents in Flint 
a decade ago, has recently adopted 
a policy to “filter first” instead of 
simply ripping out and replacing 
systems where lead is found. 

The Michigan policy calls for 
providing one filtered drinking 
water station per 100 students in 
public schools in the state. 

Olson said the cost versus bene-
fits are much greater with filtering 
than replacement. Good filtration 
catches all lead, even what might 
be missed during a replacement. 

Over 10 years, filtering in Michi-
gan schools would cost around 
$166 million compared to testing 
and fixing water lines, which is 
estimated to cost upward of $497 
million, NRDC estimates. 

“So it’s basically a filtration 
station. You can fill your water 
bottle or you can drink from the 
fountain. It filters out all the lead,” 
Olson said. “You know the kids 
are getting lead free water and 
you don’t have to spend all your 
money ripping out pipes, and you 
don’t have to spend all your mon-
ey retesting and testing constantly, 
and you immediately know that 
the kids are getting safe water.” 

The North Dakota News Co-
operative is a non-profit news 
organization providing reliable 
and independent reporting on 
issues and events that impact the 
lives of North Dakotans. The or-
ganization increases the public’s 
access to quality journalism and 
advances news literacy across the 
state. For more information about 
NDNC or to make a charitable 
contribution, please visit news-
coopnd.org.

Lead Service Lines Replacement Started; 
Schools, Child Care Facilities Not Prioritized


