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Benson County
Calendar of Events
Saturdays: Coffee, Esmond Museum, 7:30 - 10 a.m.
Second Tuesdays: Golden Age Club Meeting,

Esmond FH, 2 p.m.
June 19: Classic Car Show, Esmond Bar, 6 p.m.
June 22: Mwkn. Legion Breakfast, 7 - 11 a.m.
June 26-28: 4-H Achievement Days
June 29: J. T. Rice Pilots for Christ Fly-In/Golf Ball

Drop, Maddock Airport, 10 a.m.
July 11-13: Esmond’s Summer in the City Party

and EEAA Alumni Weekend
July 12: 17th Annual Remember Ron One-Mile Walk/

5k Run, Esmond, registration 9 a.m.
July 12: Esmond Demolition Derby
Aug. 5-8: Vacation Bible School, Leeds Luth. Church
Weekend of Aug. 1, 2026: Maddock Renaissance

Festival and 125th Celebration

Acting US Attorney Jennifer 
Klemetsrud Puhl announced 
June 11 that Ryan Cody Guy, 
age 46, of St. Michael, was 
sentenced before Chief US Dis-
trict Judge Peter D. Welte to 
63 months in federal prison 
for involuntary manslaughter. 
Judge Welte also sentenced 
Guy to serve three years of su-
pervised release following his 
incarceration and ordered him 
to pay restitution in the amount 
of $2,000. Guy pleaded guilty on 
March 10, 2025.

On Feb. 26, 2022, Guy was 
driving a vehicle on the Spirit 
Lake Indian Reservation while 
intoxicated when he rolled it. A 
passenger in the vehicle died as 
a result of injuries sustained in 
the rollover. Guy’s blood alcohol 
content was 0.164, over twice the 
legal limit under North Dakota 
state law.

This case was investigated 
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and the ND Highway Patrol and 
was prosecuted by Assistant US 
Attorney Richard Lee.

St. Michael man sentenced
for involuntary manslaughter

Gov. Kelly Armstrong has 
proclaimed June 16-22, 2025 
as Pollinator Week in North 
Dakota. North Dakota is home 
to many pollinators, including 
more than 800,000 honeybee 
colonies.

“Pollinator species such as 
bees, birds and insects are es-
sential partners of farmers and 
ranchers in producing much of 
our food supply. In fact, about 
35% of the world’s food crops 
depend on pollination,” Agri-
culture Commissioner Doug 
Goehring said. “Pollinators con-
tribute nearly $20 billion to the 
value of US crop production.”

“Through best management 
practices outlined in the North 
Dakota Pollinator Plan, farm-
ers, beekeepers, pesticide users 
and scientists work together to 
protect and maintain honeybee 
and other pollinator habitats in 
the state,” Goehring continued. 
“The plan enhances commu-
nication and mitigates risk to 
honeybees, while minimizing 
the impact of that mitigation on 
production agriculture.”

North Dakota is the number-
one honey-producing state in the 
nation and has been since 2004. 
In 2024, North Dakota bees 
produced 36.2 million pounds 
of honey valued at over $67.4 
million.

Pollinator 
Week is 

June 16-22

Answer key
on page 8!

A rollover crash on US High-
way 2 at mile marker 246, ap-
proximately seven miles east 
of Leeds, claimed the life of a 
62-year-old Devils Lake man the 
morning of Thursday, June 12.

According to a report by the 
ND Highway Patrol, David Moe 
was traveling west on Highway 
2 in a 2001 Chevrolet Tahoe and 
left the roadway, entered the 
median, struck an embankment, 

Rollover crash east of Leeds
is fatal for Devils Lake man

crossed the roadway and came 
to rest in a slough. He died at 
the scene.

Other agencies responding 
were the Benson County Sher-
iff’s Office, Lake Region Ambu-
lance Service, Leeds Ambulance 
Service and Leeds Fire Depart-
ment.

The crash remains under in-
vestigation by the ND Highway 
Patrol.

The ND Department of Water Resources (DWR), along with the 
ND State Water Commission (SWC), recently assisted the Spirit 
Lake Nation in addressing a critical water quality issue by sup-
porting the installation of a mobile greensand filter unit. The new 
unit temporarily replaces a failed permanent filter that had led to 
unsafe levels of manganese in the community’s drinking water. 
This emergency project ensures continued access to water that 
meets Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standards for ap-
proximately 1,100 service connections, which serve approximately 
4,000 residents. The DWR approved cost-share participation cover-
ing 75 percent of eligible construction costs, not to exceed $100,000.

ND DWR and SWC assist with
Spirit Lake water situation

Weather report
BAKER

Reports from the NDSU ND 
Agricultural Weather Network 
station at Baker for the 24-hour 
period each day.
Date  High Low Rain
June 9 67 47 
June 10 78 48 
June 11 69 46 
June 12 68 55 
June 13 70 51 
June 14 71 50 
June 15 73 53 .01

Weather report
MADDOCK

Reports from the NDSU ND 
Agricultural Weather Network 
station at Maddock for the 24-
hour period each day.
Date  High Low Rain
June 9 68 48 
June 10 82 47 
June 11 71 46 
June 12 68 53 
June 13 72 54 
June 14 74 49 
June 15 75 53 .01

DEVILS LAKE’S
SURFACE ELEVATION

June 16, 2025

1449.28
Feet above mean sea level

One week ago: 1449.44
Two weeks ago: 1449.47
One year ago: 1449.73

2012 high: 1453.66 on May 10
2013 high: 1453.96 on June 27
2014 high: 1453.45 on June 29
2015 high: 1451.96 on June 9

2016 high: 1450.33 on Sept. 25
2017 high: 1451.68 on May 3-5, 9

2018 high: 1449.99 on July 4
2019 high: 1449.13 on June 24
2020 high: 1449.94 on July 8

2021 high: 1448.23 on June 11
2022 high: 1450.62 on July 24
2023 high: 1450.75 on May 31
Statistics obtained from http://

waterdata.usgs.gov/.

The ND Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality reminds resi-
dents that hot weather and ac-
cumulated nutrients can lead to 
blue-green algae (cyanobacteria) 
blooms in water bodies across 
the state. Blue-green algae can 
cause harmful algal blooms 
(HAB), producing toxins in the 
water called cyanotoxins. En-
vironmental Quality responds 
to reported blooms across the 
state and tests water for toxins. 
If toxins are at an unsafe level, 
Environmental Quality issues 
public advisories and warnings.

People who swallow or come 
into contact with water contain-
ing cyanotoxins can become sick 
with diarrhea and vomiting; or 
experience numb lips, tingling 
fingers and toes, dizziness, 
rashes, hives and skin blisters. 
Pets and livestock may also 
suffer adverse health effects, 
including death. There are no 
known antidotes for the cyano-
toxins produced by blue-green 
algae. Children and pets are 
at a higher risk than adults for 
illness because of their smaller 
size.

Know it: Blue-green algae 
can look like grass clippings 
floating in the water, clumps/
puff balls or green cottage 
cheese. It can also make the 
water appear like spilled green 
paint or green pea soup.

Avoid it:
• Respect advisories and 

warnings announced by ND 
DEQ. The public can view all 
water advisories and warn-
ings on the HABs story map 
by visiting www.tinyurl.com/
WMP-HABS.

• Sign up for text alerts for 
HABs advisories at https://ti-
nyurl.com/NDhabsAlerts.

• Do not swim, water ski or 
boat in areas where the water 
is discolored or where you see 
foam, scum, or mats of green or 
blue-green algae on the water; 
or let pets swim in or drink from 
affected waters.

•  I f  y o u  o r  y o u r  p e t 

Blue-green algae: Know it, avoid it, report it

T h e  N D  C o m m u n i t y 
Fou nd at ion  ( N D C F )  h a s 
announced that it awarded more 
than $12.9 million in grants and 
charitable program expenses 
in 2024. The organization was 
founded in 1976 to improve the 
quality of life of North Dakotans 
through charitable giving and 
promoting philanthropy.

NDCF currently manages 
more than 1,000 charitable 
funds,  includ ing 69 loca l 
community foundations in the 
state and over 200 scholarship 
f u nd s  for  Nor t h  D a kot a 
students. It also administers 
organizational endowment 
funds, donor-advised funds, 
school foundations, and special 
interest funds for individuals 
and nonprofit organizations 
across North Dakota. 

NDCF ended 2024 with $160 
million in total assets. Most of 
NDCF’s assets are in endowment 
funds, providing permanent 
grant dollars to North Dakota 
communities ,  schools and 
nonprofit organizations. The 
organization has awarded more 
than $121 million in grants and 
charitable program expenses 
since its inception. NDCF has 
offices in Bismarck, Larimore, 
Dickinson and Wahpeton.

Local community foundations 
at NDCF in this part of the state 
include:

•  t h e  M i n n e w a u k a n 
Community Endowment Fund, 
established in 1981, 

• the Maddock Community 
Endowment Fund, established 
in 2003,

•  t h e  N e w  R o c k f o r d 
C om mu n i t y  Fo u nd a t ion , 
established in 2008,

•  t h e  H a r v e y  A r e a 
C om mu n i t y  Fo u nd a t ion , 
established in 2008,

• the Hurdsfield Community 
Foundation, established in 1992,

• the Carrington Community 
Endowment Fund, established 
in 1980,

•  t he  A n a mo o s e  A r e a 
C om mu n i t y  Fo u nd a t ion , 

established in 2008.
T h e  M i n n e w a u k a n 

Community Endowment Fund 
had assets at the end of 2024 
of $156,512. It has awarded 
150 grants since its inception, 
t o t a l i n g  o v e r  $17 3 , 4 2 9 . 
Grantees have included the 
Minnewaukan Public Library, 
t h e  M i n n e w a u k a n  F i r e 
Department, the Minnewaukan 
55 Club and the Minnewaukan 
Public School District.

The Maddock Community 
Endowment Fund had assets at 
the end of 2024 of $310,201. It 
has awarded 82 grants so far, 
totaling more than $120,000. 
Grantees have included the 
Maddock Pa rk Boa rd for 
swimming pool renovations, 
the Maddock Opera House 
Association, the Maddock 
Community Center Corporation 
and the Benson County Events 
Center.

T h e  N e w  R o c k f o r d 
Community Foundation had 
assets at the end of 2024 of 
$199,374. It had awarded 73 
grants by the end of the year, 
totaling more than $51,000. 
Grant recipients have included 
the Eddy-New Rockford Library, 
the Community Ambulance 
Service of New Rockford, the 
Dakota Prairie Regional Center 
for the Arts, the New Rockford 
Park District and the Women’s 
Auxiliary Cemetery Association.

The Harvey Area Community 
Foundation had $235,214 in 
total assets at the end of 2024. 
The fund has awarded 74 grants 
totaling over $110,000 since 
its inception. Grant recipients 
have included the St. Aloisius 
Medical Center, the Harvey Fire 
Department, the Wells County 
District Health Unit, Harvey 
Public Schools and the Harvey 
Public Library.

The Hurdsfield Community 
Endowment Fund has total 
assets of $255,412. It has 
awarded 21 grants since its 
inception, totaling over $14,000. 
Most of the grant awards were 

North Dakota Community Foundation
awarded $12.9 million during 2024

for scholarships for area youth 
and grants to the Hurdsfield 
Community Center.

A separate fund at NDCF, the 
McGinn Kunkel Estate Fund, 
also supports the community 
of Carrington and together 
these funds had assets at 
the end of 2024 of $768,969. 
The funds have awarded 378 
grants totaling more than 
$467,000 to many different local 
organizations over the years, 
including the Carrington City 
Library, the Carrington Youth 
Center, the Foster County Fair 
Board, the Carrington Health 
Center, Putnam House and the 
Carrington Park District.

T h e  A n a m o o s e  A r e a 
C o m m u n i t y  Fo u n d a t i o n 
finished 2024 with $350,269 in 
assets. The fund has awarded 
76 grants totaling more than 
$118,000 since its inception. 
Grant recipients have included 
Tri-County Meals & Services, 
the City of Anamoose, the Drake 
Community Club, Little Raiders 
Daycare and the Anamoose Fire 
Department.

All of NDCF’s community 
endowment funds are guided 
by advisory committees made 
up of local volunteers who are 
responsible for fundraising to 
help grow their endowment 
fund and who recommend 
grant awards every year. All 
gifts to community endowment 
funds are tax-deductible. In 
addition, individuals who donate 
at least $5,000 and businesses 
that donate any amount to a 
community endowment fund at 
NDCF may be eligible for the 
40% ND state tax credit.

More detailed information 
about NDCF’s activities in 
2024 can be found in its annual 
report, which is available on the 
organization’s website at www.
NDCF.net/News.

For more information about 
the ND Community Foundation 
or to start a charitable fund, 
call 701-222-8349 or go online 
to www.NDCF.net.

Donate to Fairview
Fairview Cemetery is seeking 

donations for maintenance and 
upkeep. Send donations to Carla 
Newman, 2244 51st St. NE, 
Fessenden, ND 58438.

accidentally swims in water 
that might have a cyanobacteria 
bloom, rinse off with fresh water 
as soon as possible.

• Do not irrigate lawns with 
pond or lake water that looks 
scummy or has a foul odor.

Report it. Report suspected 
blue-green algae blooms to 
Environmental Quality at 701-
328-5210 or www.tinyurl.com/
WMP-HABS. Because it can 
take time to receive laboratory 
test results, the public is urged 
to be cautious and avoid waters 
that look discolored, scummy, or 
have a foul odor.

Enjoy a safe day on the lake, 
and when in doubt, stay out.


