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Letters to the Editor policy
The McClusky Gazette wel-

comes and encourages letters 
to the editor. 

Items submitted are edited 
for content, length, and space 
available. Grammar and spell-
ing corrections will also be 
made, if needed.

Libelous or slanderous ma-
terial is never allowed.  No 
political promotion or view 
content.

Letters to the editor are re-
served for individual comment 
to the editor on a subject of lo-
cal interest and should follow 
these guidelines: Letters ad-
dressed to the public at large 
are not considered letters to 
the editor.

Letters should not be more 
than 250 words in length. The 
shorter the letter, the more 
likely it will be read.

Letters must be signed, ad-
dress included, with a phone 
number for verification.

The McClusky Gazette will 
not honor requests to withhold 
names. 

We will not publish anony-
mous/unsigned letters.
Announcements: 
Sheridan County Commis-
sion/Park Board

Sheridan County Commis-
sioners and Park Board: First 
Tuesday of the month

Starting April 1-2025; County 
Park Board first on agenda at 
8:30 a.m.

Regular County Commis-
sion 9:30 a.m.

Check with the County Au-
ditor for notice on special com-
mission and committee meet-
ings 701-363-2205.
Sheridan Water Resource 
District

The Sheridan County Water 
Resource District will meet on 
the second Thursday of Febru-
ary, June, September, and No-
vember in the Commissioners 
Room, 9 a.m.
McClusky City Meeting

Second Monday of the 
month, 7 p.m. City Hall. 
McClusky Municipal Court:

Third Monday of the month, 
7 p.m. City Hall.
 McClusky Job Develop-
ment Authority

First Wednesday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. City Hall
McClusky Park Board

First Monday of the month, 
City Hall, 7 p.m.
McClusky School Board 

Second Tuesday of the 
month, (November 11) 6 p.m. 
High school Home Ec. room; 
check with school for changes. 
Sheridan County Senior 
Citizens: 

The New Senior Citizen Cen-
ter at 213 South Main Street 
is open from noon to 5 p.m., 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

and Friday. Wednesdays are 
reserved for visiting the Sheri-
dan Memorial Home. 

Contact Linda Bowers, 363-
9205 for current information. 
McClusky Fire Department

First Monday of the month; 
summer at 9 p.m., winter at 8 
p.m. City Hall.
Goodrich Fire Department

Second Monday of the 
month; 7 p.m.
Goodrich City Council

First Monday of the month; 
8:30 a.m.
Martin City Council

First Monday of the month 
at 7 p.m.
Sheridan County Food Shelf

Third Tuesday of each 
month
Sheridan County Court-
house

9 a.m. to noon. Board meet-
ing may follow 
Used flag receptacles.

There are used flag recepta-
cles in both the McClusky and 
Goodrich Post Offices for any-
one wishing to dispose of any 
retired flags.

Unless inclement weather or 
illness prohibits, the Gazette 
office is open by appointment.  
Call the editor for an appoint-
ment or information at 363-
2492. 

Submissions of ads, photos, 
obits, copy, reports, minutes, 
events, and subs, new and re-
newals, are possible at that 
time. Ads and notices must 
meet the noon Friday deadline 
before the next issue to be in-
cluded in the next paper. We go 
to press at noon on Monday.

Material needs to be submit-
ted in person, preferably in 
writing, by computer card, or 
by email to gazette@westriv.
com, or by mail to McClusky 
Gazette at P.O. Box 619, Mc-
Clusky, 58463, or by phone to 
McClusky Gazette at 701-363-
2492. 

Thank you for keeping our 
chain of information working 
by using the established proto-
cols for submission of commu-
nity information. Our reader-
ship continues to grow. 

Thank you, personal an-
nouncements, sales of items 
or services, or promotion of 
events which charge admis-
sion or are fundraising events 
are ads. Legals are paid, re-
quired reports and announce-
ments to the public.
Publishers Auxiliary

We practice journalism, 
which is defined by a disci-
pline of verification; we tell 
you how we know something, 
or we attribute it; we’re mainly 
about facts, not opinion. Social 
media is mainly about opin-
ions and have little, if any, dis-
cipline or verification. Which 
should you trust?

Edge of Chaos
By Allan Tinker

Turkey talk
I have always wondered 

why and who chose turkeys 
to be on the block, so to speak, 
for the ceremonial center for a 
meal of thanksgiving.

Does not seem likely there 
were any volunteers from the 
wild turkey flocks throughout 
the continent before the days 
of the Pilgrims. 

But there it is, the poor 
birds now bred by selection 
into being too heavy to fly far 
to escape death, making them 
even more a target of an ax or, 
in some places, a shotgun.

But running into BB’s in 
a drumstick or breast meat 
might have made the ax a 
more desirable weapon, if one 
wants to think the birds had 
any say so in whether they, 
too, could have a weapon with 
which to return fire or swing 
or whatever.

But, my grandparents, par-
ents, and myself, went on 
to raise turkeys for winter 
meals and to sell or give as 
gifts. There were the ones 
that looked like wild turkeys 
and then the white ones. Mom 
mistakenly switched breeds 
when the turkeys she had 
turned out to be fairly good 
and flying from the hill or 
first ring on the wind tower to 

the top of the house, running 
thunderously down the north 
slant of the porch area and 
coasting down the hill. They 
would make fairly frequent 
trips during the day, strut-
ting and dusting themselves 
as they returned back up the 
hill to check on turkey talk 
and to sing their gobble songs. 
Really.

So, the Beltsville Whites 
became her choice when 
she thought they would be 
smaller, at least from what 
she saw in the catalog, and 
she wouldn’t have such huge 
birds to run on the roof or to 
have to cut in half to fit in the 
oven. Really, again.

Nope, she had not read into 
the descriptions far enough. 
They were not smaller, at 
least not around wise, may-
be leg length, and they were 
much heavier, especially 
through the breast. They were 
the Dolly Parton’s of the tur-
key world, and yes, they sang 
gobble, too. Reall, again.

When I raised turkeys, one 
of my grandsons would de-
scribe me at other family func-
tions as “Grandma Turkey” to 
distinguish me from the other 
city swelling grandmas who 
did not. This was likely before 

I raised all the hogs, lucky 
for me, the nickname for that 
might have been less funny.

But there we have it. The 
meat for many meals on this 
holiday. I prefer the stuff-
ing, potatoes, and gravy, 
along with pumpkin pie and 
whipped cream, but I have no 
story about that part. Turkeys 
were raised, purchased, or 
given to us for all Thanksgiv-
ing meals that I recall. 

Thank you, in case I forgot 
someone.

Lots of things to be thank-
ful for, our families, friends, 
neighbors, physicians, musi-
cians, teachers, storekeepers, 
waiters, and those who teach 
us things in ways we some-
times find unpleasant. 

Without them, we might 
continue to make mistakes 
that we are unaware of far too 
long. The things we do right 
speak for themselves, and we 
tend to think we might be per-
fect. Bad idea.

Have a great holiday! The 
next one is lefse-connected 
and that is my favorite part of 
that holiday. 

Take care, drive safely, eat 
wisely, and hug everyone 
nicely and gently.

Business Directory

Hertz Funeral
Homes, Inc.

McClusky, N.D.
Phone 363-2250
Harvey, N.D.

Phone 324-4374
hertzfuneralhomes.com

Complete Funeral Service
Monuments and Markers

Funeral Home OptometristHealthcare

Dr. Schindler & Dr. Deis
& Dr. Hellebush

N. Main Street • Garrison
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
463-2224 • 701-255-0186 (Bismarck)

Optometrist
Dr. Deis & Dr. Hellebush
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701-448-9225

Advertise 
today!


