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We’re hiring!
We want you on our team. 
Clinical and non-clinical openings maybe available  
at Garrison and Turtle Lake:

• Nursing/CNAs • Lab  
• Dietary • Housekeeping
• Physical Therapy  

Employment incentives may apply! 

Search our open jobs  
and apply today. 
www.chistalexiushealth.org/careers

Questions? 
Email: kara.jones900@commonspirit.org  
or call 701-530-7178

•  Radiology

force as spouses and fam-
ily members seek employ-
ment. He said he thinks the 
project and the new oppor-
tunities that having access 
to gas would provide could 
double the county’s popu-
lation.

Mercer County Commis-
sion Chairman Gene Wolf 
asked about whether small-
er communities in Mercer 
and Oliver counties could 
access the pipeline as well, 
with Anderson saying the 
pipeline would have the ca-
pacity to service many en-
tities, including these com-
munities. Hazen Economic 
Director Myra Savelkoul 
asked about the impact 
on propane services, with 
Brinkman saying he thinks 
there is room for both natu-
ral gas and propane within 
the communities.

Jessica Johnson, Vice 
President of External Af-
fairs with Talon Metals, 
gave an update on the com-
pany’s current status re-
garding its Tamarack Mine 
location in Minnesota and 
the review process in that 
state, as well as an overview 
for the proposed Beulah 
minerals processing facil-
ity in Mercer County. Ore 

from the Minnesota mine 
is planned to be shipped by 
rail to the processing facil-
ity, making use of the exist-
ing BNSF railway line. This 
facility is being developed 
with the assistance of a 
$114 million grant from the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
(awarded during the Biden 
administration).

Johnson said the primary 
reasons that the Beulah-ar-
ea site (the former Dakota 
Westmoreland mine site) 
was selected for the pro-
cessing facility was due to 
its having the existing rail-
way connection and indus-
trial infrastructure that can 
be repurposed for Talon’s 
use, as well as the drier cli-
mate in western North Da-
kota that she said is more 
conducive to the facility’s 
operation than the wetter 
climate in Minnesota.

Currently, the mine site 
in Minnesota is still under 
review, with Johnson say-
ing the company has made 
changes to its initial plan 
based on the review pro-
cess and public input there. 
She said the current time-
line for the Minnesota min-
ing portion of the project is 
to enter construction by the 

end of 2027 or beginning of 
2028.

“Our goal is to be finding 
more nickel for America 
and supporting our domes-
tic supply chain,” Johnson 
said, noting that the na-
tion’s only current high-
grade nickel mine in Michi-
gan is slated to close due to 
ore deposit depletion.

Johnson said the next 
steps for the processing 
facility is to progress with 
feasibility study test plan-
ning and with the environ-
mental assessment for the 
DOE. She added Talon also 
hopes to expand its public 
and community engage-
ment and begin the initial 
permitting process.

In addition to updates 
from industry, there were 
also presentations involv-
ing landowners during the 
Vision ND workshop, em-
phasizing landowner rights 
and the relationship be-
tween landowners and in-
coming industry.

Bob Grant with the North-
west Landowners Associa-
tion talked about the origin 
of the organization and the 
importance of landowners 
working together with each 
other to ensure their prop-

erty rights are respected. 
He said the group does not 
oppose industry or devel-
opment but wants to ensure 
that landowners (and the 
land itself) are treated with 
dignity and are respected 
throughout the process.

A later panel, moderated 
by longtime Vision West 
member and former Dunn 
County Commissioner Da-
ryl Dukart and including 
McKenzie County land-
owner Gene Veeder and 
Dunn County landowner 
Gene Harris, discussed the 
opportunities and the chal-
lenges of having multiple 
industries and pipelines 
looking at access through 
their farming or ranching 
properties.

Veeder and Harris em-
phasized the importance of 
landowners understanding 
how right-of-way works and 
having a plan in advance 
for what they will and will 
not allow on their proper-
ties. Their discussion in-
cluded working through at-
torneys to make sure all the 
details in an agreement are 
actually beneficial, keeping 
pipelines and other indus-
trial easements near roads 
or in particular areas that 

leave significant portions 
of property undisturbed 
and working directly with 
companies to address any 
concerns with workers or 
contractors to protect their 
own safety.

Other presenters at the 
conference included Jim 
Bougalis, founder and CEO 
of North American Iron; 
Chris Ryan, President and 
COO of Gevo; Dave Rip-
linger with NDSU Exten-
sion on carbon sequestra-
tion as it relates to agri-
culture; and regulatory au-
thority explanations from 
Dave Glatt with the North 
Dakota Department of En-
vironmental Quality and 
Randy Christmann with 
the North Dakota Public 
Service Commission.

“We want the same 
things,” Laumb said at the 
end of the workshop. “We 
want things to get done ef-
fectively. We have to work 
together and use our re-
sources in a sustainable 
way.”

In addition to the meet-
ing in Beulah last week, Vi-
sion West ND is planning a 
consortium meeting in Ha-
zen on Thursday, Nov. 20.
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