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Man’s Eyes Are Opened 
2 Peter 1:1-11

Spiritual blindness is a condition 
that can hinder a believer from ac-
cessing divine direction, promises, 
and understanding. 

It is true that we walk by faith 
and not by sight, faith opens our 
spiritual eyes. 

The more we see those unseen 
things in the spirit, the greater the realm 
of faith for our circumstances will be.

When our eyes are opened by the 
Lord, we gain clarity, direction, and 
depth in spiritual matters. 

Faith is the root of the Christian 
life. Faith is necessary for salvation. 
Unsaved people cannot grow in the 
Lord because they do not have this 
first ingredient of saving faith.

We are in a time when every be-
liever needs to function in the ability 
to see, to have spiritual awareness. 

Lord, empower us by the Holy 
Spirit to have eyes to see.

Let’s pray that we will have in-
crease in our ability to see our life, for 
our family, for our destiny in Christ, 
for others around us, for our city and 
regional impact, and for Kingdom 
building. 

We need to see with greater clar-
ity so that we can be a wise master 
builder according to His blueprints.

We are living in changing times 
and experiencing greater challenges. 

But there is good news. 
We do not have to peer through the 

lens of adversity or hard times darkly.
Neither should we grope our way 

through hardship, veer off to the 
highway of destiny, or even engage 
survival mode in these times. 

Rather, we can stand strong and 
brave because, as Spirit-filled believ-
ers, we have God given eyes to see 
through the night what others cannot!

A heart in tune with the heart of 
God opens up our eyes to heavenly 
views and our ears to holy harmony 
in the Word of God. There’s a sure 
calling from the throne for you... are 
you listening?

The first four verses of 2 Peter 1 
are about what God does. 

The next three are about what 
we do. 

Then the last four are an explana-
tion and exhortation of the results of 
putting all this together.

For a simple fisherman, Peter had 
a way with words. 

We know that this is inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, but it also reflects 
Peter’s thoughts and style of com-
munication, and I don’t know about 
you, but I find it very impressive.

Read 2 Peter 2:1-4.
It’s all about what God does for 

us. 
I will pick out the key words here. 
Faith, righteousness, grace, 

peace, knowledge of God, His divine 
power, everything… life and godli-
ness, glory and excellence, precious 
and magnificent promises, partakers 
of divine nature, escaped corruption.

And when I read this, I can’t help 
but think of the different reactions 
that stir in the hearts of those that 
hear this.

If you are not a Christian and do 
not have heavenly interests as the 
top priority of your life, then Peter’s 
words here will appear bland and 
tasteless. 

We discover that God has thought 
of everything and given it to us as 
a gift. 

Life and godliness are given by 
his power as we know him more 
and more. 

This is all accomplished through 
his own glory and goodness.

Look at verse 4 with me. 
“Through these He has given us 

His very great and precious promises, 
so that through them you may par-
ticipate in the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption in the world 
caused by evil desires.”

Have you thought about the 
promises of God for his people? 

Jesus said, “I will be with you 
always.” “I go to prepare a place for 
you, and I will come again to receive 
you unto myself…”

God always keeps his promises! 
The Bible is filled with God’s 

good promises for his people!
God keeps his own word. He calls 

us to keep it too!
God supplies the gifts and the 

power to perform and partake of his 

divine nature. 
Peter gives the list of developmen-

tal additions to our faith that assure us 
of God’s good promises for us.

2 Peter 2: 5-7 lists them.
This is how we unpack the spiri-

tual qualities of the divine nature in 
our lives. 

This helps us to look like people 
called by God. 

Each one of these qualities is a 
Godlike quality that builds us into 
his image. 

We begin to look and act like our 
heavenly Father!

Just look at what blessings these 
will bring! 

And look at what a loss an unspir-
itual mind that misses them brings! 

God has given us all things in 
Christ! 

We must give ourselves to him 
and be about the business of the king-
dom and personal growth in Christ so 
that we find certainty and assurance 
in our walk with Christ. 

Just look at the end of this… an 
abundantly supplied entrance into 
heavenly glory with Jesus Christ.

Where are you today? 
What is your priority system in 

this life? 
Just ask yourself where you 

spend your most energy and emo-
tional attachment. 

That is where you are giving 
yourself. 

Is Jesus receiving your best ef-
forts?

I wonder how many things we ask 
of Jesus and never see our prayers 
answered because Jesus asks some-
thing of us in return and we are not 
obedient.

Man’s eyes can be opened, and he 
can be delivered from the darkness 
of sin and shame, death, and corrup-
tion, hell and destruction by coming 
to Jesus Christ and by obeying Him.

I believe one of the greatest 
desires of a believer is to have our 
spiritual eyes opened. 

Pray and ask God to open our 
spiritual eyes so that we may know 
the hope and the purpose of our call-
ing and experience the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance.

I believe if ask God to open our 
spiritual eyes we will see what God 
wants us to see.

We will see the people that need 
to hear about Jesus.

We will see the opportunities 
available to us to do ministry.

We will see the resources avail-
able for us here in the church and 

We will see those God has given 
you to help you in your faith walk 
and life’s journey.

We ask many things from God. 
He only asks us to be obedient. 
I wonder how many blessings 

have we have missed because of our 
disobedience?

If God can open our Spiritual 
Eyes to see from the inside out of 
the beginning and the end of our 
situation, we will know the right 
step to take and we will have more 
confidence in Him and won’t have 
to worry much. 

Why do we struggle making the 
changes we should make in life?

I believe it is pride and commit-
ment.

Ephesians 1:18: “I also pray that 
the eyes of your heart may be enlight-
ened so that you may know the hope 
to which he has called you.”

We need the Holy Spirit to 
cleanse our eyes of all that blocks us 
from seeing. 

That He will wash our eyes so 
that we can see. 

That our attitudes can be changed, 
our priorities brought into line, and 
we focus more clearly on the goal 
that is set before us.

To become more like Christ. 
In His image men and woman 

in our time reflecting who Christ is 
wherever we may go.

Do not close your eyes becoming 
part of the negativity, the attacking, 
and the stubbornness. 

Do not operate with one eye 
open, for worry and fear is not be-
coming of followers of Christ. 

Open your eyes, open your hearts, 
and be the change you wish to see in 
the world.

AMEN
Have a blessed week!
Pastor Tony Sifuentes

ermonette
From

Pastor Tony Sifuentes
Bethel Assembly of God Church, 

Glen Ullin
Ruth (Molvik) Wigness

Interview: June 12, 2012   County: Divide     City: Fortuna

High School “Gopher Gals” Still Meet Up

Ruth’s parents came 
from Norway. “We 
never spoke Norwe-
gian,” Ruth remem-
bers. “I think the new-
comers got teased with 
their brogue, and my 
dad never wanted us to 
have an accent. Mom 
and Dad would speak 
Norwegian when they 
didn’t want us to hear 
what they were saying. 
I wish now that we had 
[learned].”

While attending ru-
ral school, one custom 
she remembers: “On 
May Day, we would 
bring a May basket for 
our teacher, get there 
early and leave it, and 
go hide in the country-
side. Sometimes she did 
not find us for a half-day 
or more. Sometimes she would find us right away. One time they finally 
got a parent to find us, as were we going to miss the party at school. We 
thought it was a lot of fun.”

After two years of college, Ruth married Arden Wigness, an Air Force 
pilot. After Arden’s 10 years of military service, they returned to Fortuna 
to farm because of Arden’s father’s poor health. At Fortuna they raised 
their three children, Scott, Kent, and Kristi. Arden died on March 4, 2007, 
following a seven-year battle with Alzheimer’s disease. Ruth continues to 
live in Fortuna.

As to the church in Fortuna, Ruth mentioned, “Last service there were 
10 people. The pastor has three churches. He goes to Ambrose to preach. 
He goes to Fortuna and then to rural Alkabo. We have young people in 
the community but very seldom in church. Oh, we have tapes and our 
minister plays a guitar sometimes and that is nice.” Asked if they sing 
familiar hymns or more contemporary, her reply is, “Amazing Grace was 
one of them today. It can’t be much more familiar than that. But I can’t 
sing. We have a very nice organ that was donated to us. But we are losing 
our organist now, or pianist, because she is moving. So this was really her 
last Sunday in church. Maybe we will find somebody.”

Some of the gals, including Ruth, who graduated during the ’50s from 
Grenora High School get together during the summers at Grenora Café. 
They call themselves the “Gopher Gals” after their high school mascot.

(Editor’s Note: The following profiles of North Dakota residents were collected by 
author James Puppe between 2004-2018, covering 617 subjects and 113,000 miles. 
He has given permission for his book to be serialized in North Dakota Newspapers 
at no charge. To find out how you can read the entire collection of Dakota Attitude 
profiles go to dakotaattitude.com.)

Dakota Attitude

NOTICE OF LEASING
STATE SCHOOL LANDS

The Board of University and School 
Lands will Conduct Surface Lease Auc-
tions in the following Counties:
Adams	 Hettinger	 Pierce
Benson	 Kidder	 Rolette
Billings	 Logan	 Sheridan
Bowman	 McHenry	 Sioux
Burke	 McIntosh	 Slope
Burleigh	 McKenzie	 Stark
Divide	 McLean	 Stutsman	
Dunn	 Mercer	 Towner
Eddy	 Morton	 Ward
Emmons	 Mountrail	 Wells
Golden Valley	 Oliver	 Williams
Grant
		
Auctions will be held in person at loca-
tion in the County Seat. Refer to the 
advertisement in the official county 
newspaper or the public lease auctions 
schedule posted on the Department of 
Trust Lands’ website for auction dates, 
times, locations, & list of tracts offered. 
Auctioneer will read specific require-
ments at the auction. The information 
contained in this advertisement may be 
revised prior to the auction upon further 
review by the North Dakota Department 
of Trust Lands. The Board reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids. For more 
information, visit https://land.nd.gov  or 
call (701) 328-2800. 

Joseph A. Heringer COMMISSIONER
1707 N 9th St | Bismarck ND 58506
PHONE: 701-328-2800 
FAX: 701-328-3650 
WEB: https://land.nd.gov

Public
Notice

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin 
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor 

of Heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son of God; Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me.  Oh Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech you 
from the bottom of my heart to succor me in my necessity (Make request).  
There are none that can withstand Your power. 

O Mary, conceived without sin, 
pray for us who have recourse to thee. (3 times).  

Holy Mary, I place this prayer in your hands. (3 times). 
Say this prayer for three consecutive days and then you must publish 

and it will be granted to you in full.  Thanks.
                                                    GM

  PUBLIC NOTICE Morton Couny
Commission Minutes

MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting

September 23, 2025
The Morton County Commission 

Regular Meeting was called to order 
on September 23, 2025 at 5:30 PM 
by Chairman Boehm at the Morton 
County Courthouse, 210 Second Av-
enue NW, Mandan, North Dakota.  
Others present were Commissioners 
Zachmeier, Buckley, Morrell and To-
kach and Auditor Rhone.   Also present 
were States Attorney Koppy, Sheriff 
Kirchmeier and Recorder Seefeld.  

Buckley moved and Morrell sec-
onded to approve the agenda with cor-
rection.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Buckley moved and Tokach sec-
onded to approve the minutes of the 
September 11, 2025 regular meeting.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

Tokach moved and Morrell sec-
onded to approve bills and payroll.  On 
a roll call vote, all voting aye, motion 
carried. 

Morrell moved and Buckley sec-
onded to approve the abatements 
#7150-7151. All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

Tokach moved and Morrell sec-
onded to approve the abatement 
#7152.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Tokach moved and Morrell sec-
onded to approve out of state travel for 
Recorder Seefeld to attend the PRIA 
conference in Virgina Beach, Virginia, 
on Feb 24-26, 2026. All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

Chair Boehm opened the Public 
Hearing on the 2026 Budget at 6:00 
PM.  The Public Hearing was closed 
at 6:02 PM. 

Morrell moved and Buckley sec-
onded to approve the 2026 budget 
with a total budget of $36,225,071 and 
a property tax levy of $10,804,792.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

Morrell moved and Tokach sec-
onded to approve policy 800-003, 
Social Media Policy as presented. All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

Buckley moved and Morrell sec-
onded to approve out of state travel 
for 7 Highway Department employees 
to attend the 40th Annual Local Roads 
Conference in Sioux Falls, SD on Oc-
tober 20-22, 2025.  All voting aye, mo-
tion carried.  

Tokach moved and Morrell second-
ed to authorize Auditor Rhone to sign 
loan documents for the following spe-
cial assessment projects:  Mantahni, 
Entzel 2nd-9th, Prairie Ridge Estates, 
Yellow Rose Estates and Howe’ln Wolf 
Estates, Special Assessment numbers 
2490, 2586, 2589 & 2588.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

Public Comment period as re-
quired by NDCC 44-04-20.1 was 
opened at 7:52.  There was no public 
comments and comment period was 
closed at 7:52. 

The total of all county funds ex-
pended from September 12, 2025 
through September 23, 2025 equals 
$1,019,353.29. 

A detailed list of funds expended 
by check is available for public inspec-
tion anytime during regular business 
hours at the Morton County Auditor’s 
Office. 

Morrell moved and Tokach sec-
onded to adjourned the meeting at 
7:55 PM. 

Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton 
County Commission    
DAWN R RHONE, COUNTY AUDITOR

Glen Ullin School District No. 48
Special School Board  

Official Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, September 17, 2025

Multi-Purpose Room 8:45am
OFFICIAL 

Meeting ID: 242 503 847 571 2 
Passcode: bS2Nk26e 

1. Call To Order: 
President Jill Feser called the 

meeting to order at 8:27 pm in the Glen 
Ullin School MultiPurpose Room.  A 
roll call was taken of the board mem-
bers present, Andrew Jacobson, Matt 
Morman, Chasity Wood and Mitchell 
Bettenhausen. Also present was Busi-
ness Manager: Kayla Schumacher; and 
Superintendent: Martin Bratrud. Other 
guests were Nancy Bittner, 
2. Action/Discussion 

a. Chasity Wood made the motion 
to accept the final 2025-2026 Mill Levy 
Certificate. Mitchell Bettenhausen sec-
onded the motion. A roll call was taken: 
Andrew Jacobson- yea, Chasity Wood 
– yea, Mitchell Bettenhausen -yea, Matt 
Morman -yea. Motion carried.  
3. Adjournment: 

Chasity Wood made the motion to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm. Mitchell  
Bettenhausen seconded the motion.  
9.Notes: 

a. Next Regular Board Meeting: 
October 8th , 2025 at 7:00 pm 

Jill Feser, School Board President 
/s/Jill Feser
Kayla Schumacher, Business Man-

ager
/s/Kayla Schumacher

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Glen Ullin School Special 

Board Minutes

Like fingerprints, everyone’s tongue 
print is unique.

Yearbooks 
Wanted

The Glen Ullin Times is 
looking for Glen Ullin High 
School Year Books from 
all years in school.  

If you have a Glen Ullin 
Public School year book 
you don’t want anymore 
don’t throw it away drop 
off at the Glen Ullin Times.  
105 B Street South.

      Thank you!

These are the yearbooks 
we have: 1930, 1950, 1954, 
1963, 1967, 1968,0 1969, 
1970, 1971,1972, 1973, 1975, 
1976 (but would like another 
one), 1977,1978, 1979, 1981, 
1982. 1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, 
1987, 1989, 1994, 1998, 1999, 
2000, 2001, 2002, 2005, 2006, 
2007, 2008.
We were promised to get these 
yearbooks...1962, 1993, 1995, 
1997, 2011, 2014, 2016, 2018 
in the near future.  

We appreciate your help in 
gathering these yearbooks.


