
Applying Impeachment Clause to Supreme Court Justices

National conversations sur-
rounding the remote possibility 
of impeaching Justice Clarence 
Thomas for accepting –and failing 
to report—lavish gifts from a GOP 
billionaire with interests before 
the Supreme Court, have prompt-
ed important questions from read-
ers about the application of the 
Impeachment Clause to Supreme 
Court Justices.

In a nutshell, curious readers 
wonder whether Justices, and 
federal judges, are subject to 
impeachment? If so, what are the 
criteria? Have we impeached a 
Supreme Court Justice? 

    The “impeachment process” 

involves two steps. First, the 
House of Representatives deter-
mines by majority vote whether a 
judge, like a president, is guilty of 
an impeachable off ense, as defi ned 
by Article III of the Constitution. 
If indicted by the House, the judge 
is then subject to an impeachment 
trial conducted by the U.S. Senate. 
The threshold for removal from 
the bench, upon conviction, is a 
two-thirds majority. The Senate 
may impose an additional penalty: 
disqualifi cation from holding pub-
lic offi  ce in the future.

 The framers of the Constitution, 
in Article II, section 4, provided: 
“The President, Vice President 
and all civil offi  cers of the United 
States shall be removed from offi  ce 
on impeachment for, and convic-
tion of, treason, bribery, or other 
high crimes and misdemeanors.” 
Judges were understood to be 
“civil offi  cers.”

The heinous crimes of treason 
and bribery were familiar to the 
framers, who were steeped in 
English history and drew upon im-
peachment trials of ministers and 
judges to shape the Impeachment 

Clause. Those off enses required 
little discussion in the Constitu-
tional Convention. The acts of 
selling out the nation and destroy-
ing the integrity of the judicial 
process were intolerable and thus 
disqualifying. 

The category of “high crimes 
and misdemeanors” fell into 
recognizable categories under 
English common law, which the 
scrutinized as they carved out the 
conduct that would justify removal 
of U.S. offi  cers from elected and 
appointed positions. Off enses 
included abuse of power, usurpa-
tion, subversion of the Constitu-
tion, corruption and maladminis-
tration, each of which had a direct 
bearing on the conduct of judges.

Delegates to the Constitutional 
Convention, we should recall, 
were deeply committed to “judicial 
independence,” without which, 
the goal of fair and impartial 
trials would be unattainable, not 
to mention maintenance of the 
rule of law, the pillar of American 
Constitutionalism. Accordingly, 
the framers provided in Article 
III, that judges would serve during 

“good behavior.” Critically, their 
salaries could not be diminished 
during their tenure on the bench. 
These invaluable protections re-
fl ected the founders’ understand-
ing of the threats posed to English 
judges who dared to challenge the 
King’s preferences. Indeed, until 
Parliament passed the 1701 Act of 
Settlement, judges were subject to 
removal by the monarch, without 
reason, merit or cause. Few judges 
were willing to risk their careers 
and livelihood, which meant that 
the King was the ultimate inter-
preter of the laws of the realm and 
dispenser of justice.

The framers’ commitment to ju-
dicial independence, however, did 
not mean that judges were beyond 
accountability. As James Madison 
explained in Federalist No. 51, 
governmental accountability was 
the sheet anchor of the republic. 
Judges were not immune from 
scrutiny of their conduct. “Good 
behavior”—the Article III stan-
dard for judges—was folded into 
the categories of impeachment, 
which meant that a Supreme 
Court Justice could face the rigors 

of an impeachment hearing and a 
Senate trial for removal from the 
High Bench for the commission of 
high crimes and misdemeanors. 
That category was brought center 
stage in 1805 in the impeach-
ment of Justice Samuel Chase, 
the only Justice in our nation’s 
history brought before the bar of 
impeachment.

Justice Chase was impeached by 
the House and saved by the thin-
nest of margins—one vote shy of 
the two-thirds requirement--from 
being removed by the Senate in a 
trial that featured another pitched 
battle between the Federalists and 
the Jeff ersonians. The Federal-
ists—the party of Washington, 
Hamilton and Adams—dominated 
the American political landscape 
in the fi rst decade following the 
adoption of the Constitution, until 
Thomas Jeff erson defeated John 
Adams in the Election of 1800, 
which constituted a peaceful 
revolution of sorts as voters swept 
the Federalists from power and 
handed the baton to the Jeff erso-
nians.

One of the principal explana-

tions for the Federalists’ demise 
was the passage of the infamous 
Alien and Seditions Act of 1798, 
which provided the basis for 
convicting dissidents, including 
newspaper editors, who criticized 
certain governmental offi  cials, 
including President Adams, in a 
way that caused their reputations 
to plummet. 

One of those dissidents who 
was arrested and indicted by a 
grand jury was James Callender, 
who published various pamphlets 
critical of the administrations of 
Washington and Adams. After the 
election of Jeff erson, Callendar ex-
pected a political appointment in 
Jeff erson’s administration. When 
he did not receive an appointment, 
Callendar turned on Jeff erson, a 
former ally, and accused him of 
fathering the children of his slave, 
Sally Hemmings.

In a sensational trial, in which 
Justice Chase, riding circuit, pre-
sided, Callendar was convicted in 
crimes of libel and slander against 
Adams.  Chase’s conduct of the 
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Methodist
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Ward Bishop Jay Jackson 
916-838-5728

Ward Bishop’s Offi  ce Phone 
701-628-5507
Offi  ce Hours: 

Wednesdays 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Sundays 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
608 1st St. N, New Town 

Branch President Terry Jones 
701-627-3397 or 307-272-1915

Sunday
10:00 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
11:00 a.m. Primary/Nursery 
(1st/3rd Sunday) 
11:00 a.m. Sunday School 
(2nd/4th Sunday)
11:00 a.m. Priesthood/
Relief Society Young Men/
Young Women 

Powers Lake 
Lutheran Parish

Pastor Pauline Crowder
Powers Lake & Battleview

Wednesday, April 19
12:15 p.m. Holy Cross Bible Study
4:30 p.m. Confi rmation
6:00 p.m. WELCA Mtg.
6:30 p.m. Luther League

Thursday, April 20
2:00 p.m. Bethel WELCA

Sunday, April 23
9:30 a.m. Holy Cross Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:30 a.m. Bethel Worship

Wednesday, April 26
12:15 p.m. Holy Cross Bible Study
4:30 p.m. Confi rmation
6:30 p.m. Luther League

Continued on Page 10
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$6.00/WEEK
Call

377-2626

Christ Lutheran Church
Pastor Janet Gwin

Lignite, N.D.
Sunday, April 23

9:00 a.m. Worship at
Trinity Lutheran-Columbus

Monday, April 24
9:00 a.m. Quilting

Trinity Lutheran Church
Pastor Janet Gwin

Columbus, N.D.
Sunday, April 23

9:00 a.m. Worship
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United as One
Lutheran Parish

Pastor Pauline Crowder
701-399-9472

pastorcrowder@gmail.com
Lay Minister, Jean Quigley

Holy Cross Lutheran 
of Powers Lake

Sunday:
9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School 
& Coffee Hour

Wednesday activities: 
10:00 a.m. Quilting
12:15 p.m. Bible Study
4:30 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Luther League 

Bethel Lutheran of Battleview
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
Elmdale Lutheran of Niobe

1st & 3rd Sundays
9:30 am. Worship 
with Lunch Following

Trinity Lutheran 
of rural Kenmare
2nd & 4th Sundays

9:30 a.m. Worship 
with lunch following

Legacy Financial Partners 
A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC  

JODY OLNEY  

CFP®, CPA, MBA, APMA®, CRPC®  
Financial Advisor 
jody.olney@ampf.com 
 

125 Buckskin Ave., Ste 200 - Bismarck, ND 58503 
701.258.9735  |  planwithLFP.com 

Joel Bird 
CFP®, BFA™, CRPC®, APMA®, CLTC®   

Private Wealth Advisor, CEO 
joel.l.bird@ampf.com 

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.  

101 Railroad Ave. 
Powers Lake, ND

701-464-7666
email: hyggehotel

1909@outlook.com

Hotel & Coffee Shop
         Cafe Service for
         Hotel Guests and
        Reservation Only

            dining or hotel reservations 
         call 701-641-1620

The Church of
Jesus Christ of

Latter-Day Saints
326 Prairie Drive, Stanley 

Ward Bishop Jay Jackson 
916-838-5728

Office: 701-628-5507 
Wednesdays 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Sundays 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
608 1st St. N, New Town 

Branch President Terry Jones 
701-627-3397 or 307-272-1915

Sunday
10:00 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
11:00 a.m. Primary/Nursery 
(1st/3rd Sunday) 
11:00 a.m. Sunday School 
(2nd/4th Sunday)
11:00 a.m. Priesthood/
Relief Society Young Men/
Young Women 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pastor Michon Weingartner

833-2228
Bowbells, N.D. 

Wednesday, Nov. 19
2:00 p.m. WELCA Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Confirmation-Parent

Sunday, Nov. 23
9:00 a.m. Communion Worship
with Children’s Church
10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
3:00 p.m. Goodies at Methodist
4:00 p.m. Joint Thanksgiving
Worship at Methodist Church

Monday, Nov. 24
1:00 p.m. Quilting

Lutheran

Thompson 
Larson 

Funeral Home
21 3rd Ave SW

Minot

(701)852-3446

Lake Assembly
Jerry & Denise Dvorscak

Powers Lake, N.D.
Sunday, Nov. 23

10:30 a.m. Regular Service 
& FaceBook Live

Assembly of God

WCAG Church
Kris Faul, Pastor
Kenmare, N.D.

Sunday - 9:00 a.m. Prayer 
9:45 a.m. Donuts & Coffee
10:15 a.m. Worship Service

Every other Monday - 10:00 a.m. 
Lean on Me Play Group 

Tuesday -9:30 a.m. 
Ladies BELLS Group

Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
Romans Bible Study

Thursday - 7:00 p.m.
Fruit of the Spirit Study

Friday  
7:00 a.m. Men’s Coffee
8:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study

Trinity Lutheran Church
Pastor Michon Weingartner

833-2228
Columbus, N.D.

Sunday, Nov. 23
11:00 a.m. Worship

Christ Lutheran Church
Pastor Michon Weingartner

833-2228
Lignite, N.D.

Sunday, Nov. 23
11:00 a.m. Worship on TV

Tuesday, Nov. 25
9:00 a.m. Quilting

Bowbells Crop
Insurance
Focused on ag.

Focused on you.
115 Main St. NE • 377-3703

AgCountry.com

Catholic
St. James Catholic Church

Powers Lake, N.D.
Fr. Corey Nelson

Recorded Message 464-5012
Odd Months:

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Mass
Even Months:

Saturday - 7:00 p.m. Mass

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church

Rev. Gregory Crane
Portal, N.D.

Sunday, Nov. 23
11:30 a.m. Mass

St. Luke’s Catholic Church
Rev. Gregory Crane

Noonan, N.D.
Saturday, Nov. 22

5:00 p.m. Mass

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
Father Daniel J. Berg

Bowbells, N.D.
Thursday, Nov. 20

5:00 p.m. Mass
Sunday, Nov. 23

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Mass

Tuesday, Nov. 25
5:00 p.m. Adoration & Mass

McGregor-White Earth
Lutheran Parish
Milo Mell, SAM

Sunday, Nov.  23
9:00 a.m. First Worship
10:00 a.m. Zion Sunday School
11:00 a.m Zion Worship

• Excavating/Dirt Work
• Water/Sewer Lines
• Septic Systems
• Foundations
• Demolition
• Culverts
• Manure Spreading

We service all of Northwest North Dakota

Kenmare/Lignite, ND
701-705-0151

www.nextlevelnd.com

Northern Combine
& Ag Repair LLC

Dylan Essen - Lignite ND

701-318-2114
• field service
• inspections

Methodist
United Methodist Church

Pastor Mark Turner
Bowbells, N.D.

Sunday, Nov. 23
10:00 a.m. Worship
3:00 p.m. Goodies
4:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Worship

Baptist
Bethel Baptist Church
Chuck Kranz, Pastor

Powers Lake, N.D.
Sunday, Nov. 23

9:00 a.m. Prayer 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

More Legals on Page 8
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“Localy Owned & Operated
 for Over 20 Years”

Faith Lutheran Church
Columbus, N.D.

Sunday, Nov. 23
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
with Monte Rubbert

24/7 Emergency  
Dispatch  

SERVPRO® of Minot 
  

(701) 852-7378  
 Email: 

Office@servprominot.com 
Website: www.servprominot.com 

Like it never even happened.®
 

Independently owned and operated 

24/7 Emergency  
Dispatch  

SERVPRO® of Minot 
  

(701) 852-7378  
 Email: 

Office@servprominot.com 
Website: www.servprominot.com 

Like it never even happened.®
 

Independently owned and operated 

24/7 Emergency Dispatch

24/7 Emergency  
Dispatch  

SERVPRO® of Minot 
  

(701) 852-7378  
 Email: 

Office@servprominot.com 
Website: www.servprominot.com 

Like it never even happened.®
 

Independently owned and operated 

(701) 852-7378
Email: Office@servprominot.com
Website: www.servprominot.com

equal opportunity provider

701-818-1490 or 701-609-6467
KENMARE

Five Fulltime Mechanics including AG Mechanic

• Auto Repairs  • Complete Semi Repairs & Overhauls
• Small Engines  • Motorcycles  • Snowmobiles 

• AG Repairs  • Scan Tool  • Oil Change  • Tire Service  • Alignment 
• Transmission Flush • Coolant Flush • A/C Service • AC Delco Batteries 

• On-Site Service  • Towing/ Transport  • Programming of Vehicle Keys

• DPF Deletes

Inc. and recorded in the office of the 
Clerk and Recorder of Burke County, 
North Dakota, on August 25, 2003, 
Instrument Number 202627, in Book 
175 of Mtgs, at Page 162, which is 
subject to the entered Judgment.  Said 
Mortgage was assigned to Plaintiff, its 
successors or assigns, by Assignment 
of Mortgage recorded September 26, 
2023, Instrument Number 278427.

3. In order to realize the amount 
of $18,857.50, as of April 25, 2025, 
plus interest accruing thereafter on 
said amount as awarded by the court, 
together with the costs and expenses of 
sale, will be sold subject to redemption 
as provided by law as one parcel of 
land at public auction, subject to the 
lien for unpaid real estate taxes and 
assessments of Burke County, North 
Dakota, and easements and restrictions 
of record, to the highest bidder for 
cash under the direction of the Sheriff 
of Burke County, North Dakota, at the 
main entrance of the Burke County 
Courthouse located at 103 Main Street, 
Bowbells, North Dakota 58721, on 
December 17, 2025 (“Sale Date”), at 
10:30 AM.

4. If the sale is set aside for reason, the 
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the deposit paid.  The 
purchaser shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.    

DATED this 30th day of October, 2025.
SHERIFF OF BURKE COUNTY

By:Nick Throntveit
Sheriff / Deputy Sheriff of Burke

Continued from Page 6 Halliday, Watkins & Mann, P.C.
By: /s/ Tyler S. Wirick                    

Tyler S. Wirick
Attorneys for Plaintiff

376 East 400 South, Suite 300
Salt Lake City, UT 84111

Tel: 801-355-2886
Email: tylerw@hwmlawfirm.com

Bar: 10014
Nov. 5, 12 & 19, 2025

Burke Central School
Board Proceedings

Thursday, September 11, 2025
Corrected Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 
7:03 p.m. by President Kurt Koppelsloen. 
Also, present board members Chris Bly, 
Lorie Fitchner, Kaydee Smith; Thomas 
Warman, Supt.; April Warman, Business 
Manager; Julie Termine, High School 
Principal; and Addie Nelson.

The agenda was previewed.
M/S/C: Smith/Fitchner to accept the 

Consent Agenda.
1. Business Manager’s Report
2. Approval of Bills and Minutes
a. August 20th Minutes
Superintendent/Principals/Athletic 

Director Reports:
1. Superintendent/AD
2. High School Principal
3. Student Board Members
New Business:
1. Approve annual compliance reports.
2. BCI Burke Playground
3. October Board meeting date change
4. Approve Policy GABE 1st reading
M/S/C: Bly/Fitchner to approve the 

annual compliance reports.
M/S/C: Bly/Fitchner to table BCI 

Burke Playground until the October 
2025 meeting. 

M/S/C: Smith/Bly to approve the 
October Board Meeting being moved 
to October 2, 2025. 

M/S/C: Bly/Smith to approve Policy 
GABE 1st reading.

Calendar: Thursday, October 2nd, will 
be our next board meeting at 7 p.m. The 
meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m.

Kurt Koppelsloen, President
April Warman, Business Manager

Thursday, October 2, 2025
Official Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 
7:00 p.m. by President Kurt Koppelsloen. 
Also, present board members Chris Bly, 
Lorie Fitchner, Kaydee Smith; Thomas 
Warman, Supt.; April Warman, Business 
Manager; Julie Termine, High School 
Principal; Paula Snell, Elementary 
Principal; Amy Nelson, BCEA-teacher; 
and Addie Nelson, student board 
member.

The agenda was previewed.
M/S/C: Smith/Bly to accept the 

Consent Agenda.
1. Business Manager’s Report
2. Approval of Bills and Minutes
a. September 11th Minutes
Superintendent/Principals/Athletic 

Director Reports:
1. Superintendent
2. High School Principal
3. Elementary School Principal
4. Student Board Members
New Business:
1. Approve DeVonne Hanson Contract.
2. Approve annual financial report.

3. Approve Final Certificate of Levy.
4. Approve Policy GABE 2nd reading.
5. Approve E-Sports program.
6. Superintendent Eval
M/S/C: Fitchner/Smith to approve 

the DeVonne Hanson Contract at $600 
per day.

M/S/C: Smith/Fitchner to approve the 
annual financial report. 

M/S/C: Bly/Fitchner to approve the 
Final Certificate of Levy. 

M/S/C: Bly/Smith to approve Policy 
GABE 2nd reading.

M/S/C: Smith/Fitchner to approve the 
E-Sports program.

Calendar: Thursday, November 13th, 
will be our next board meeting at 7 p.m. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m.

BILLS: GENERAL FUND: Advanced 
Business Methods $1,096.35; Amazon 
Capital Services 2,084.82; Amity 
Institute Ltd 825.00; Bismarck Hotel 
and Conference Center 330.00; Burke 
County Tribune 41.90; City of Lignite 
602.50; The Computer Store	 870.00; 
Country Auto 1,121.55; Culligan Water 
Conditioning 181.00; Michelle Dolan 
277.40; Eckroth Music Co. 860.81; Edu 
Tech 20.00; Fenworks Inc. 1,250.00; 
Hampton Inn - Bismarck 220.00; ITES 
1,500.00; Kenmare Public Schools 
3,000.00; Lignite Oil Compay Inc 
3,036.18; Lignite Service and Repair 
4,994.00; Minot State University 85.00; 
Montana Dakota 1,784.51; ND Center 
for Distance Education  4,403.00; ND 
School Business Manager Certification 
Program	200.00; NDCEL 550.00; 
NDHSAA	 108.05; NDUC Group Account 
489.88; Justin Nelson 190.20; New 
Town Public School 125.00; Northwest 

Communications 71.61; Quaver Ed 
1,800.00; Red Circle Solutions 9,190.00; 
RPM Soundesign 2,565.00; School 
Specialty/Classroom Direct 47.17; 
Share Corporation 1,155.11; Softchoice 
Corporation 1,805.00; State Historical 
Society of North Dakota 100.00; Verizon 
489.47; Western Educational Regional 
Coop. 2,200.00; Zaner-Bloser Inc 
1,650.00. TOTAL: $51,320.51.

BUILDING FUND: Power Trip Electric 
$1,920.64.	

HOT LUNCH FUND: Cash-Wa 
Distributing of Fargo LLC $10,289.59.

A C T I V I T Y F U N D :  C o c a C o l a 
Refreshments 284.50; Northern Bottling 
934.30; Ma Rilou Vasquez 1000.00. 
TOTAL: $2,218.80.

Kurt Koppelsloen, President
April Warman, Business Manager

November 19, 2025

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
The North Dakota Department of 

Transportation (NDDOT) will receive 
bids for the construction of the following 
project(s):

Job No.: 23969
Project No(s).: BRJ-0007(059)
Length: 0.160
Type: REMOVAL OF STRUCTURE, 

BOX CULVERT, GRADING, AND 
INCIDENTALS

County(s): BURKE Co
Location: 106TH ST NW, 2 MI S & 

2 MI E OF NORTHGATE (PORT OF 
ENTRY)

Bids will be received via the Bid 
Express on-line bidding exchange 
at www.bidx.com unti l  09:30AM, 
December 12, 2025. Bids will be opened 
at that time at the NDDOT building on 
the capitol grounds in Bismarck and 
the bid results will be distributed and 
posted online at https://www.dot.nd.gov/
business/bidinfo.htm approximately 30 
minutes after bids are opened.

The proposal forms, plans, and 
specifications are available on the 
NDDOT website at http://www.dot.
nd.gov and may be inspected at the 
Construction Services Division, 608 
East Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, 
North Dakota.

All bidders not currently prequalified 
with NDDOT must submit an online 
Contractor’s Prequalification request 
to the Department at least ten (10) 
business days prior to the bid opening. 
The online application can be found on 
the NDDOT website at https://www.dot.
nd.gov/business/contractors.htm

NDDOT reserves the right to reject any 
and all proposals, waive technicalities, 
or to accept such as may be determined 
in the best interests of the state.

For disability/language assistance, 
call 701-328-2978.

Requested by:
Ronald J. Henke, P.E., Director

North Dakota Department 
of Transportation

November 19, 2025


