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North Dakota outdoors: Explaining 2025 waterfowl hunting regulations

By Doug Leier

There’s been plenty of discussion
in coffee shops, gas stations,
online and more about the
changes to this fall's nonresident
waterfowl regulations.

Here’s key points addressed

by Bill Haase, Game and Fish
Department wildlife division
chief, and John Palarski,
department waterfowl biologist:

1. Statewide nonresident
waterfowl license Reroved

The statewide nonresident waterfowl
license has been discontinued

for the 2025 season by the North
Dakota legislature. Nonresident
hunters must now apply for

licenses specific to one or two of

the six new waterfowl zones.

This change was enacted through
the recent license fee bill and
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is intended to better distribute

nonresident hunting pressure and
provide more accurate tracking of
hunting patterns across the state.

2. New nonresident waterfowl zones

North Dakota is now divided into
six nonresident waterfowl hunting
zones. Zones are designed based
on long-term waterfowl survey data
collected annually by NDGF. Each
zone is large enough for effective
data tracking, but not so large as to
dilute management effectiveness.

Zones are approximately equal

in size, to provide balanced
opportunities and reduce
overcrowding. Where possible, zones
are delineated by conspicuous
boundaries (such as major highways)
rather than less recognizable lines
like county or water boundaries.

3. Nonresident waterfowl
hunting rules and restrictions
- zone and day limitations

Nonresident waterfowl hunters

may hunt up to 14 days per season
(split as two separate seven-

day periods), using two different
zones. The same zone cannot

be used twice. This encourages
nonresident hunters to "spread out"
if they return for a second week.
The two seven-day periods do not
have to be consecutive; they may

occur at any point during the season.

Hunters must indicate their selected
zones and hunting dates clearly
on their license before hunting.
Nonresidents only hunting one
seven-day period in the year

may select two zones to hunt.
There are no caps or quotas for
nonresident waterfowl licenses

in 2025. All eligible nonresident
hunters may apply. The use of
zones is specifically intended to
avoid the need for caps or quotas
by distributing hunting activity.

4. $5 electronic waterfowl
stamp requirement

All waterfowl hunters (resident and
nonresident) must purchase a $5
electronic waterfowl stamp, set

by the state legislature. The new
stamp allows for accurate, timely
tracking of hunter participation

and improves the department’s
ability to monitor hunting effort and
harvest. Stamp revenue will be used
to create and support a waterfowl
habitat improvement fund and youth
hunting programs in North Dakota.

5. Common caller questions
and sample answers

Q: Why did the statewide
license go away?

A: The statewide nonresident

waterfowl license was removed
to better distribute nonresident
hunting pressure and avoid the
need for caps or quotas.

two zones) or separately, but you
may not hunt the same zone twice.

Q: Why can't | hunt the
same zone twice?

Q: Why don't you institute
caps or quotas on nonresident
waterfowl hunters?

A: To help distribute nonresident
hunting activity more evenly
across the state and reduce

A: Our intent is to spread out the pressure on any single zone.
hunting pressure with the 2025
waterfowl hunting regulation
changes, so a quota is not needed.
This will be evaluated in the future

to determine effectiveness.

Q: Is there a cap to the number of
nonresident licenses in 20257

A: No. There are no caps or
quotas for the 2025 season.
Q: How do | select my
zones and dates? Q: Where can | see the
new zone map?

A: When you purchase your license,
you will choose your hunting zones

and hunting periods. You may use

both seven-day periods at once (in

A: The map is available online on
the department’s website, gf.nd.gov.

Leave Your Legacy
in North Dakota

Contact the professionals at NDCF for a free,
confidential conversation about your options as you
plan your estate. www.NDCEF.net | 701-222-8349

A T Y NORTH DAKOTA
IN TR W 1 COMMUNITY

FOUNDATION

provided services.

from you!

APy ey

www.polarcomm.com/careers

J 4 [ ] [ ]
we’'re hiring!
Customer Service
Representative

We're looking for a motivated and detail-oriented person

to join our team as a Customer Service Representative. In

this role, you will respond promptly and professionally to
customer requests, accurately record details, and ensure each
interaction is handled with care, clarity, and efficiency.

Polar offers great benefits including health, dental and life
insurance, short and long term disability, retirement plan
with an employer contribution and a discount on company

We're a friendly, dedicated team that values innovation,
teamwork, and continuous learning. If you're looking for a role
where you can grow and have a real impact, we'd love to hear
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

LOOKING TO HIRE

SHOP
HELP

COMPETITIVE WAGE
AND BENEFITS.

CONTACT ALAN @
265-4633

or stop in for an application.

HEFTY SEED IS HIRING A SALES AGRONOMIST

A rewarding position in agronomy combined with first-rate outdoor recre-
ation and a friendly community is waiting for you in central North Dakota.
Hefty Seed is hiring a sales agronomist in Hurdsfield, ND. In an area that
boasts some of the region’s best hunting and fishing, the right candidate
will be able to enjoy acreage for hunting and many beautiful lakes nearby.
Some great housing options are also available. We are looking to invest
in individuals who will be a great fit with our established, yet growing
team of agronomists. This position includes top pay and benefits. If you
are looking to work in an enjoyable environment while providing top notch
service to our valued customers, we invite you to send your resume and
cover letter to chad.weckerly@heftyseed.com or call Chad at 701-793-
7382. We look forward to working with you.

Flexible hours
we’ll work with
your schedule!

Halcrow’s in Draytoxvl/is hiring now!
Looking for a part time cashier/gas attendant

Must be at least 16 years old and able to pump gas
Apply in person at Halcrow’s in Drayton

we’'re hiring!
Maintenance Person

We're looking for a reliable and versatile Combination
(Maintenance) Person to support the upkeep of our facilities
and operations. In this role, you will perform maintenance and
repairs on equipment, vehicles, and structures, and assist with
small construction or improvement projects.

Polar offers great benefits including health, dental and life
insurance, short and long term disability, retirement plan
with an employer contribution and a discount on company
provided services.

We're a friendly, dedicated team that values innovation,
teamwork, and continuous learning. If you're looking for a role
where you can grow and have a real impact, we'd love to hear
from you!
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HELP WANTED

Harvest Help Wanted Schumacher
Farms, Drayton ND; Sugar

Beets: Truck Drivers; Potatoes:
Truck Drivers, Warehouse
workers. Very Competitive

Wages!! Call: John - 701-520-
0028; Grant - 701-520-3771

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word
classified ad—like this one—in
every North Dakota newspaper
for only $160. It's easy. Contact
this newspaper for details.

SERVICES

STRUGGLING WITH DEBT? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing to
enroll. Call Now: 1-877-688-0872

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT YOUR
HOME from pests safely and
affordably. Roaches, Bed Bugs,
Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other
pests. Locally owned and affordable.

Call for service or an inspection
today! 833-406-0253 Have zip code
of property ready when calling!

acres. We run three (3) 7250s,
2 carts & 4 Peterbilt trucks.
Please call Joe 620-897-7555.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 1-833-787-0317

AGRICULTURE

ATTENTION FARMERS seeing white
mold in your fields? Noticing SDS?
Share your location and enter
to win FREE soybean seeds for
2026. Call Emily 605/290-8383
FARMLAND

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
WANTED TO PURCHASE OR RENT
farmland in the Drayton, St.
Thomas, Oakwood area. Call Andy
Grzadzieleski at 701-360-3351.

NEW & USED PALLET RACKING
367.42748"uprights and wire
decking 8-9-10-11-12-14" beams.
Large part cabinets various sizes.

ND FARM LAND Values surge Bismarck call 701-202-9831.

upward. Are you selling or
renting? Pifer’s Auction and
Farm Land Management. Bob
Pifer 701-371-8538. Kevin Pifer
701.238.5810. Free valuation.

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-6785

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITAR’S!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico,

HARVEST ACRES WANTED

Porter Harvesting, a 3rd generation
crew is looking to add harvesting

Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins
/ Banjos. 1-833-641-7066

Easy process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Call today for your
fair cash offer: 1-701-498-1853
CA$H PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. These brands

only! Call 1-833-641-6634

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE
RESTORATION. Our trusted
professionals will restore your
home to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7:
1-877-936-0513 Mold Remediation
LOOKING FOR THE most complete services are also available!
listing of ND Media? ND Media
Guide. Call 701-223-6397, ND
Newspaper Association.

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP
REPLACEMENT SURGERY and
suffered an infection between
2020 and the present time, you
may be entitled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles H.

Johnson 1-800-535-5727

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to help
find missing children and prevent
abduction. Fast free pickup,
running or not, 24 hr response. No
emission test required, maximum
tax deduction. Support Find the
Children, call: 1-833-545-0694.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417

HAVE A NEWS RELEASE or other
information that needs to reach all
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper
Association can help! One call
does it all. 701-223-6397.

HEALTH/MEDICAL/
MISCELLANEOUS

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.




