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‘SALES TAX’ CON'T FROM PAGE 1

Project repayment
Sewer and water costs:

Funding is for this portion of the
project is from the Clean Water and
Drinking Water SRF loan (2% at 30
years) and cost share through the
Department of Water Resources
(60% cost share on eligible water
items only) reduces the total loan
amount needed from SRF.

Repayment of the loans will come
from utility revenue resulting from an
increase that has already been put
in place.

Street costs:

Funding will come from the Clean
Water and Drinking Water SRF loan
at 2% and from the Bank of North
Dakota Infrastructure Revolving Loan
Fund.

Repayment will come from special
assessments and sales tax revenue
(if the proposed 2% tax increase
passes.)

As a result of the change in funding
sources, the anticipated special as-
sessments facing landowners have
increased from the original numbers
presented in January. To counter-
act this expense, it's proposed by
the City Council that a 2% sales tax
increase be voted into effect with
those funds being allocated to be
used toward the cost of the project,
thereby decreasing the amount of
money assessed to landowners.
“The net difference is, it [the
dedicated sales tax] reduces as-
sessments by a little over 50%,”
said Ensrude.

An increase of 2% would bring the
sales tax to 8.5% for the city. Com-
paratively, Grafton’s tax is going to
8.75 in January and Cavalier is at 7%
currently. In Drayton, there isa $25
cap on sales tax in a single transac-
tion. Any sales tax over $25 imposed
in a single transaction is eligible for a
refund through the state.

Taxable items include, but are not

limited to:

* Tangible personal property such
as a grill, a computer, a bike,
jewelry, etc.

*  Purchases of services such as

internet and telephone.

¢ Tickets & admission such as
concert tickets or lift tickets at a
ski slope.

¢ Lodging such as a hotel, motel,
or AirBNB.

Nontaxable items include, but are

not limited to:

¢ Basic groceries, food for home
consumption, water and pre-
scription medications

¢ Gas and other fuels

¢ Hospital and nursing home
services

¢ Life insurance proceeds, certain
social benefits, and child sup-
port payments

¢ Gifts and inheritances

¢ Sales to government entities and
qualifying non-profit organiza-
tions

¢ Casual sales of personal items

Moving forward toward the
Resolution of Necessity

In order for special assessments to
be collected and spent for a specific
use, in this case loan repayment,
there must be a Resolution of Neces-
sity in place. The proposed resolution
will be printed here on Dec. 4 and
Dec. 11.

If a landowner within the phase one
map does not contest the special
assessment to be spent in this way,
there is nothing to be done.

If a landowner within the phase one
area is not in agreement, then there
is an option to protest during a spe-
cific protest period of Dec. 4 to Jan.
3. Landowners may file a written
protest with the City Auditor stating
their reasoning for the objection.

Requirements for a letter of protest:

¢ Must state the property address

¢ Must be signed by all owners of
the property

¢ Property must be located in the
phase one project area

There will be a protest hearing at the
Jan. 12 regular council meeting. Res-
idents who have submitted a valid
protest letter may appear before the
council. If less than 50-percent of the
land area within the improvement
district is represented in protest, the
council will pass a Resolution Finding
Insufficiency of Protest, thereby it will
be granted that special assessments

CAREERS
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sanfordcareers.com

9 Good .
T Samaritan.
SANF:RD HEALTH

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION - 1-877-673-0854

may be specifically designated to
repayment of the project funding.

It should be noted, the protest option
is used to oppose the designation of
the special assessment funds. Itis
not intended to be used for debating
the project itself or its details.

Why is a sales tax increase
needed?

“Why are we proposing more
sales tax? Really, the simple
answer is to reduce the burden
on special assessments. And the
other long-term reason is to pro-
vide a revenue source for future
capital improvement projects,”
explained Ensrude.

To put it in perspective, we can look
at the real numbers from last year.

In 2024, $18,000,000 was the total
gross sales and receipts. That num-
ber brought in $1,170,000 in sales
tax when calculated at the current
tax rate. If it had been calculated at
the proposed increased rate, it would
have resulted in $1,530,000 in rev-
enue. Of course, the actual number
will vary according to gross sales in
town each year, but that difference of
$360,000 is significant.

In Drayton, sales tax revenue is
divided up:

* 5% to the state of North Dakota

*  0.5% to the Swimming Pool

* 0.5%to DEDCO

¢ 0.5% to the city, currently they're
giving half of what they receive
to further supplement DEDCO

“Both the Resolution of Necessity
and the sales tax vote would need

to pass in order for this reduction

to take effect,” Ensrude explained
referring to the special assessments.
“The sales tax alone cannot cover
the cost of the street work. And if the
Resolution of Necessity were to pass
and the sales tax vote were to fail,
those phase long street assessments
would be these larger numbers
here,” Ensrude said while referring to
numbers on his slide presentation.

“If neither are approved, the project
likely can’'t move forward, streets
are going to continue to get worse,
utilities are going to continue to get
worse with some loss of service,
sewer backups, etcetera,” Ensrude
explained.

City sales tax vote

A special election will be
held Tuesday, Dec. 16 at

City Hall from 7:00 am to
9:00 pm.

Place your
classified or
hiring ad in
Valley News
& Views

Email Publisher@
ValleyNewsand
Views.com

Call (701) 454-6333

‘4-H’ CON’'T FROM PAGE 4

for 4-H for less than 10 years. The
NDSU Extension 4-H Youth Develop-
ment program presented the 2025
Volunteer of the Year Award to Dawn
Thomsen of Barnes County.

The 4-H Salute to Excellence Out-
standing Lifetime Volunteer Award

is given to someone who has spent
10 or more years as a 4-H volun-
teer. The NDSU Extension 4-H Youth
Development program presented the
2025 Outstanding Lifetime Volun-
teer Award to Alvina Ebensteiner of
Ramsey County.

The North Dakota 4-H Hall of Fame
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award recognizes someone for their
outstanding leadership and com-
mitment to 4-H on a local, county,
regional and state level. The newest
inductee to the Hall of Fame is Jackie
Buckley.

Additionally, the North Dakota 4-H
Foundation recognized outgoing
board member Mark Landa of Grand
Forks County for his 12 years of dedi-
cated service.

For more information or to support
4-H, visit ndsu.edu/4hfoundation.
North Dakota 4-H is a program of
NDSU Extension.
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The Nelson family is recognized as a North Dakota 4-H Century Family. Pictured from left: Brent
Nelson; Becky Nelson and Becky Peterson, North Dakota 4-H Foundation chair. (NDSU photo)

‘ABOUT TIME’ CON’T FROM PAGE 4

time ago that allowing a rest
period for a pasture or range is
“active management,” and it is.

Again, the art of grazing
management plays a crucial role in
determining the length of a rest or
recovery period. Time or duration of
grazing recovery is not a calendar
time period. It is based on the plant
species, as well as the intensity and
duration of the grazing event. Not
all plants are designed the same
way, and because of the location

of their growth points, some can
recover much quicker from grazing
than others. Was the length of the

‘LOCAL BUSINESS’ CON’'T FROM PAGE 1

He said they work with a few
different vendors in their produce
and meat departments trying to
keep everything as fresh as possible.
They also provide items from

two different bakeries, Maggie's
Bakery and Abby's Bakery.

“We have several artisan meat
products, including many varieties
of sausages, jerky, and beef sticks,”
Kirkeby said. “This year, we also
added potato sausage for the
holidays to the lineup of products
we make and sell in the store.”

According to the article by Tiffany
Ford, “Small businesses offer
something big retailers can't”:

a personalized experience and
products that are often unique to the
region. In North Dakota, you'll find
local goods that reflect the state's

grazing so long that the same plants
were grazed multiple times? If so,
this area may need extra recovery
time. Be cautious, as plants that
were left ungrazed will likely remain
ungrazed when cattle return. This
can become a problem over time
and may require an increase in
stock density to reset the area and
return it to an even competitive
level. Again, the time of rest and
recovery is not a calendar period; it
is based on the plant's recovery.

Enjoy your time; the holidays are fast
approaching. Make sure you share it
with family and friends. | know | will.

culture, whether it's artisan food,
handcrafted home décor, or clothing
made by local designers. Shopping
locally gives you access to items

you won't find anywhere else.”

Kirkeby said they are fortunate at
1878 Grocery Company to have

an excellent staff who cares about
the store and the community,

and hopes people will continue

to support their local businesses
and communities. He emphasized
how much they appreciate the
business and encouragement they
have received since opening.

“We, at 1878 Grocery Company,
would like to wish everyone Happy
Holidays, and we hope you will
continue to support our grocery store
and our community,” Kirkeby said.
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Tell Us About Your 2026 Building Projects!

Jump start the 2026 building season with a call or email to Century Builders
Experienced Century professionals support your project
from design through completion.
And remember, initial layout drawings and options of cost are free!

mCommercial mShops mSheds mLivestock Barns mShouses

Call Now: 701-371-6604

CENTLRY BUILDERS

YOUR STEEL & POST FRAME PROFESSIONALS

info@centurybuildersnd.com | www.centurybuildersnd.com

HELP WANTED

THE MCLEAN COUNTY Sheriff’s
Office seeks qualified applicants
for one or more Deputy

Sheriff positions. Protect and
serve your community with
integrity and professionalism.
Open until filled. EOE

MCLEAN COUNTY qualified
candidates for Equipment
Operator lls. Operate trucks and/
or heavy equipment for road
maintenance and construction.
CDL required. Full benefits.

Open until filled. Apply at www.
mcleancountynd.gov/employment

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word
classified ad—like this one—in
every North Dakota newspaper
for only $160. It's easy. Contact
this newspaper for details.

COIN SHOW

Capital City Coin Club- Coins

for Christmas- 1st Annual Coin
Show-Saturday, December 6,
2025 9-6, Bismarck Eagles 313
N 26th St Bismarck ND 58501

SERVICES

Struggling with debt? If you have
over $15,000 in debt we help you
be debt free in as little as 24-48
months. Pay nothing to enroll.
Call Now: 1-877-688-0872

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT YOUR
HOME from pests safely and
affordably. Roaches, Bed Bugs,
Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other
pests. Locally owned and affordable.
Call for service or an inspection
today! 833-406-0253 Have zip code
of property ready when calling!

FARMLAND

WANTED TO PURCHASE OR RENT
farmland in the Drayton, St.
Thomas, Oakwood area. Call Andy
Grzadzieleski at 701-360-3351.

ND FARM LAND Values surge
upward. Are you selling or
renting? Pifer’s Auction and
Farm Land Management. Bob
Pifer 701-371-8538. Kevin Pifer
701.238.5810. Free valuation.

MSC FOR SALE

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-6785

CA$H PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. These brands

only! Call 1-833-641-6634

LOOKING FOR THE most complete
listing of ND Media? ND Media
Guide. Call 701-223-6397, ND
Newspaper Association.

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to help
find missing children and prevent
abduction. Fast free pickup,
running or not, 24 hr response. No
emission test required, maximum
tax deduction. Support Find the
Children, call: 1-833-545-0694.

HEALTH/MEDICAL
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417

MISCELLANEOUS

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITAR’S!

Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins
/ Banjos. 1-833-641-7066

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Call today for your
fair cash offer: 1-701-498-1853

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE
RESTORATION. Our trusted
professionals will restore your
home to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7:
1-877-936-0513 Mold Remediation
services are also available!

HAVE a news release or other
information that needs to reach all
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper
Association can help! One call
does it all. 701-223-6397.




