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JAMESTOWN — A 
Medina, North Dakota, 
man was sentenced to 16 
years in prison recently 
in Southeast District 
Court in Jamestown on 
felony charges related to 
sexually assaulting 
juveniles.

Judge James Shock-
man sentenced Jeremy 
Craig Reister, 41, to 16 
years in the North Dako-
ta Department of  Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation 
with credit for 231 days 
served and 34 days credit 

for good 
time. 
Shockman 
placed Reis-
ter on 40 
years 
supervised 
probation 
and ordered 

him to register as a sex 
offender. Shockman also 
ordered Reister to pay a 
$900 criminal administra-
tion fee, $100 defense/
facility administration 
fee and a $25 victim-wit-
ness fee.

On Feb. 5, Reister 
pleaded guilty to gross 
sexual imposition, a Class 
AA felony, two counts of  
incest, sexual assault and 
tampering with physical 
evidence, Class C felo-
nies, and surreptitious 
intrusion, a Class B 
misdemeanor.

Reister was accused of  
engaging in a sexual act 
with a minor younger 
than 15 years old from 
June 4, 2021, to June 3, 
2022; engaging in a sexu-
al act with another 

person related to him, 
believing another indi-
vidual may have infor-
mation related to an 
offense and deceiving 
that person or employ-
ing force, threat, or brib-
ery with intent to hin-
der, delay or prevent 
communication of  such 
information to a law 
enforcement officer, 
placing a recording 
device in a bathroom to 
record an individual 
using the bathroom and 
having sexual contact 

with a minor older than 
15 years old while he 
was at least 22 years old 
from Nov. 14, 2021, to 
Nov. 12.

A Class AA felony is 
punishable by life in pris-
on without parole. A 
Class A felony is punish-
able by 20 years in prison 
and $20,000 fine. A Class 
C felony is punishable by 
five years in prison and a 
$10,000 fine. A Class B 
misdemeanor is punish-
able by 30 days in prison 
and $1,500 fine.

In a separate case, 
Reister is also facing sev-
eral felony charges.

Reister has also been 
charged with gross sexu-
al imposition, a Class AA 
felony, three counts of  
gross sexual imposition, 
Class A felonies, and 
three counts of  incest, 
Class C felonies.

Reister pleaded not 
guilty to the charges on 
March 19 in Southeast 
District Court.

A felony jury trial is 
scheduled for June 24.
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local public health units,” 
she said, adding that the 
department encourages 
North Dakotans to be 
vaccinated.

“Vaccination is recom-
mended for anyone born 
in 1957 or later who is 12 
months of  age or older. 
Please speak with a trust-
ed health care provider 
about getting vaccinat-
ed,” she said.

Sen. John Hoeven 
expressed concerns about 
North Dakota’s measles 
outbreak and encouraged 
residents to follow the 
guidance of  the state’s 
health department to help 
prevent the spread.

Asked for a statement 
about North Dakota’s 
nation-leading measles 

rate, a spokesman for Gov. 
Kelly Armstrong said the 
governor has been “con-
sistent in strongly encour-
aging anyone concerned 
about measles to visit 
with their trusted health 
care provider.”

Rep. Julie Fedorchak 
called the rise in cases 
“concerning” and said 
her office is monitoring 
measles cases in North 
Dakota.

“Measles is a serious 
illness, and I encourage 
North Dakotans to con-
sult with their doctors 
and follow medical guid-
ance to keep themselves 
and their families 
healthy,” she said. “State 
and local health officials 
are best positioned to 
respond quickly and are 
doing a fantastic job — 
including setting up 

vaccination clinics that 
are being broadly used. 
Vaccines are a proven 
protection against this 
disease, but with all vac-
cinations I trust parents 
and individuals to make 
the decisions that are 
best for them.”

In April, Health and 
Human Services Secre-
tary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 
said the measles vaccine 
hadn’t been “safety test-
ed” and that the protec-
tion it provides wanes 
quickly, prompting alarm 
within the public health 
community, which has 
long attested to the safety 
of  the vaccine and its life-
long protection.

McDonough cautioned 
against Kennedy’s confir-
mation after President 
Donald Trump signaled 
he would nominate 

Kennedy for the cabinet 
post last November, call-
ing Kennedy’s ideas “out-
landish and outrageous” 
and warning that the con-
sequences for public 
health in North Dakota 
would be dire.

Asked whether Kenne-
dy’s well-known skepti-
cism about vaccines and 
ongoing public doubts 
might be having any 
impact on the spread of  
measles in North Dakota, 
Sen. Kevin Cramer called 
any assertion correlating 
the two “absurd” and 
“unserious.”

“Secretary Kennedy 
advocates for what pretty 
much every normal adult 
in America and North 
Dakota believes: consult 
with your health care pro-
vider and understand 
your vaccine options to 

make informed choices 
based on your personal 
circumstances,” Cramer 
said in a statement.

On Tuesday, 
McDonough said Kenne-
dy’s actions as secretary 
were playing out as he 
predicted, pointing to 
funding cuts for critical 
research at Kennedy’s 
direction.

“Kennedy’s decision to 
terminate or curtail over 
40 research projects to 
counter vaccine hesitan-
cy will assure that low 
vaccination rates contin-
ue into the future, and 
vaccine-preventable dis-
ease outbreaks will con-
tinue,” McDonough said. 
“I doubt very much that 
North Dakotans want the 
federal government to 
hinder efforts to improve 
immunizations.”
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Riazanov did not desert 
unit in Ukraine

CORRECTION

In the North Dakota News 
Cooperative story “Ukrainians 
in North Dakota face slow 
walk out the door as status 
expires” published in 
Wednesday’s Jamestown Sun, 
it was incorrectly reported 
that Yaroslav Riazanov had 
deserted his unit. Riazanov 
served in the Ukrainian armed 
forces from 2017-2019 and was 
honorably discharged. Shortly 
before the Russian invasion, a 
former superior officer warned 
him and other soldiers that 
Russia could invade but he was 
not currently with the unit at 
that time. 
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