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Annual event 
brought a crowd 
to hear what’s 
going on at the 
university
BY DELANEY OTTO
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS — Uni-
versity of  North Dakota 
President Andrew Arma-
cost proclaimed there is 
“no better place to be” 
than UND to business 
leaders and community 
members present for the 
annual Wake Up to UND 
breakfast on Friday, Sept. 
26.

Agriculture, health 
care, campus advance-
ments and a new enroll-
ment record all were part 
of  the presentation that 
showcased UND’s accom-
plishments, opportunities 
and resources to Grand 
Forks and East Grand 
Forks businesses. It was 
wrapped in the universi-
ty’s yearly word, “com-
munity,” and a quilt sym-
bolizing it.

“You are in a town with 
an amazing university 
that has amazing things,” 
Armacost said. “Sporting 
events, cultural events, 
just things that you can 
participate in. There’s no 
better place to be than 
near an environment like 
that.”

The event was held in 
the Memorial Union ball-
room, with a buffet break-
fast and handouts, includ-
ing the 2024-2025 school 
year in review and a 
Fighting Hawk bobble-
head. The Hawks in Har-
mony faculty and staff  
choir sang before Arma-
cost took the stage. In his 
presentation, Armacost 
touted the new record of  
15,844 students on cam-
pus this fall; the universi-
ty’s moonshot goals of  
bringing humanity into 
the continuing advance-
ment of  artificial intelli-
gence and creating four 
businesses based on UND 
research; and growing 
research expenditures at 
the university.

Mike McLean, of  JLG 
Architects and the Grand 
Forks-East Grand Forks 
Chamber board 

chairman, opened the 
event, touting the years 
of  collaboration between 
the university and cham-
ber. The entities have col-
laborated on a number of  
legislative priorities, he 
said, bringing in more 
than $1 billion in invest-
ments to the community 
over the last decade.

“Your presence speaks 
volumes to the strong 
connection between the 
University of  North 
Dakota and the Grand 
Forks and East Grand 
Forks business communi-
ties,” he said to the 
audience.

Two business leaders 
took the stage with Arma-
cost to speak about their 
own professional partner-
ships with the university. 
John Oncken, CEO of  
True North Equipment, 
talked about the return-
on-investment calculator 
his company has been 
working on alongside 
UND students and in 
partnership with John 
Deere. It’s an effort fund-
ed between True North 
and UND. Oncken said 
there is a certain energy 
at UND, adding that there 

are opportunities for 
businesses to reach out 
and collaborate with the 
university community.

“We’re blessed to have 
them,” he said.

His own business has 
been “fortunate to create 
some ideas and do some 
things at UND,” Oncken 
said.

Joshua Deere, presi-
dent of  Altru Health Sys-
tem, also spoke about 
having UND as a partner. 
Deere said partnering 
with UND allows Altru to 
get students into commu-
nities to provide health 
care to rural areas. Altru 
allows more than 150 stu-
dents to be in its spaces 
each day, said Marjorie 
Jenkins, vice president 
for health affairs and 
dean of  the School of  
Medicine and Health 
Sciences.

“There are new oppor-
tunities, new programs 
that we can develop 
together that are only 
going to help our state,” 
Deere said. “Why not be a 
partner to train those 
that are going to be serv-
ing in our rural commu-
nities? We have a unique 

advantage in the state of  
having tons and tons of  
physicians in small, rural 
communities. That’s dif-
ferent from the rest of  the 
U.S.”

There may also be an 
increased interest in 
rural health care by stu-
dents. Abby Lund Da 
Costa, a part of  the medi-
cal doctor class of  2026, 
said she sees future stu-
dents sharing in her own 
experiences and choosing 
rural health in North 
Dakota.

“I would love to serve 
rural North Dakota. That 
is my ultimate career 
goal,” she said. “I feel 
that the state that raised 
me and gave me all the 

opportunities that I’ve 
had deserves my service.”

When asked how busi-
nesses can collaborate 
with UND, Armacost sug-
gested engaging with the 
Center for Experiential 
Learning about intern-
ships, speaking with 
deans about projects and 
visiting the Center for 
Innovation to contem-
plate a startup. But the 
single best place, he said, 
is the website und.edu/
idea, an idea gathering 
place that also lists points 
of  contact.

“Every nook and cran-
ny on the campus should 
breathe the spirit of  inno-
vation and creativity,” he 
said.

Armacost: ‘No better place to be’ than UND

Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald
UND President Andrew Armacost, left, and True North 
Equipment CEO/owner John Oncken talk technology on 
Friday at Wake Up to UND in the Memorial Union.

with math and reading. 
Bradner said she is an 
outstanding teacher and 
has had a profound 
impact on students.

In a media release from 
the North Dakota Depart-
ment of  Public Instruc-
tion, Tunseth, in her 
Teacher of  the Year appli-
cation, said she believes 
all students are capable 
of  success.

“Many of  the students I 
work with have experi-
enced repeated challenges 
in school, which can lead 
to disengagement and a 
belief  that they are not 
capable,” Tunseth said. 

“My core belief  is that all 
kids can experience suc-
cess every single day, and 
it’s my responsibility to 
create the conditions for 
that success.”

Also in the media 
release, Baesler said 
Tunseth is an excellent 
representative for the 
state.

“Mrs. Tunseth’s teach-
ing style is inspirational. 
When a student is having 
difficulties, she is able to 
transform their outlook 
on education. Her love 
and dedication for teach-
ing and her students are 
evident,” Baesler said. 
“She works hard to bring 
parents and families into 
her classroom instruc-
tion, because she knows 

that family involvement 
is a key part of  student 
success.”

Tunseth is one of  48 
County Teachers of  the 
Year and was named a 
finalist for the North 
Dakota Teacher of  the 
Year for 2026 in July. The 
North Dakota Teacher of  
the Year program has 
been naming top teachers 
since 1963. Tunseth will 
become a candidate for 
the national Teacher of  
the Year award.

In a previous interview 
with the Herald, Baesler 
said having a North 
Dakota educator win the 
national Teacher of  the 
Year award would be 
encouraging for students 
and educators across the 

state.
“To have a North Dako-

ta winner representing 
North Dakota as a 
National Teacher of  the 
Year would just be 
beyond what I think our 
state needs. Our state 
would just blossom under 
it,” she said. “... It gives 
young people the opportu-
nity to celebrate the pro-
fession that they see 
every day, and hopefully 
encourage and maybe 
kindle a spark in a young 
person’s life that they 
want to choose teaching. 
Because these teachers 
are the rock stars and 
they deserve to be 
celebrated.”

Tunseth was one of  
four finalists for the 

Teacher of  the Year 
award. The other finalists 
were Emily Dawes, a lit-
eracy specialist from 
Grand Forks; Hannah 
Sagvold, a business edu-
cation teacher from Lis-
bon; and Leah Wheeling, 
a physical education and 
digital literacy teacher 
from Bismarck.

Jennifer Odell, North 
Dakota Department of  
Public Instruction Teach-
er of  the Year program 
coordinator, said the win-
ner is chosen by an eight-
member committee 
whose members look at 
each candidate’s impact 
in and beyond the 
classroom.

“We’re looking for the 
extending influence 

beyond the classroom 
and how they serve as an 
advocate for the educa-
tion profession,” she 
said.

Tunseth will officially 
start her term on Jan. 1, 
2026. In the media release 
from the Department of  
Public Instruction, Arm-
strong said Tunseth is 
“an inspiration for educa-
tors everywhere.”

“We’re fortunate in 
North Dakota to have 
teachers like Mrs. Tuns-
eth, who care deeply and 
go the extra mile to create 
a bright future for our 
children,” Armstrong 
said. “We congratulate 
her on this deserving 
honor as Teacher of  the 
Year.”
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ATTENTION FARMERS 
Seeing white mold in your fields?  

Noticing SDS?  Share your location and  
enter to win FREE soybean seeds for 2026! 

Call Emily, 1-605-290-8383

DIRECTORYSERVICESERVICE YOUR GUIDE TO GREAT SERVICES!
 CONSTRUCTION    GUTTERS    HANDYMAN    LAWN CARE    PAINTING    SMALL ENGINE

 CARPET CLEANING    HOUSEKEEPING    MECHANIC    ELECTRICAL    AND MORE!

DIRECTORYSERVICESERVICE YOUR GUIDE TO GREAT SERVICES!
 CONSTRUCTION    GUTTERS    HANDYMAN    LAWN CARE    PAINTING    SMALL ENGINE

 CARPET CLEANING    HOUSEKEEPING    MECHANIC    ELECTRICAL    AND MORE!

888-857-1920 or classifieds@classifiedsfcc.com for details.

PAINTING/PAPERING

Bill’s Custom Painting 
~ FALL SPECIALS ~ 

Residential & Commercial 
Homes, Farms, Barns, Shops. 
We paint steel siding, wood & 
stucco. Epoxy floor coatings, 

deck repair & staining.  
Licensed & Insured. 

701-388-7348

Find the perfect place  

and make it yours

CLICK | SEARCH | DONE
.com

ClassifiedsAs good as gone!

Place your ad online at jamestownsun.com/classifieds
Employment ads: call 888-514-HIRE or email jobs@jobshq.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

PLACE NOTICE 
jamestownsun.column.us/place 

 

CONTACT US 
legals@jamestownsun.com 

 

DEADLINE 
Wednesday 2pm for Thursday 
Wednesday 5pm for Saturday 

Thursday 2pm for Friday 
Friday 10am for Monday 
Friday 2pm for Tuesday 

Friday 5pm for Wednesday 
 

VIEW ONLINE 
www.jamestownsun.com

www.jamestownsun.com

HARVEST EQUIPMENT

Westfield MKX 130-94 
Auger w/ hydraulic spring 
hopper. Purchased new. 

Asking $14,000. Aberdeen, 
SD. 605-228-1393

SEEDS/FEEDS/HAY

RENNER FARM 
Mandan, ND 

Dennis: 701-226-2277  
Lance: 701-426-6944

HOUSES FOR RENT

Nice 3 bedroom recently  Nice 3 bedroom recently  
remodeled house in remodeled house in 

JJamestoamestown fwn for rent in quiet or rent in quiet 
neighborhood with garage.  neighborhood with garage.  

707011-320-8998-320-8998

STORAGE SPACE
FOR RENT

SELF-STORAGE 
12x30 & 13x60 For Rent 

Spiritwood Lake, 
Richlyn Storage 
701-320-8802 
701-952-6026

WINTER-STORAGE 
Pontoon, Motor-home, 
Campers, Boats, etc. 

Oct. thru April. 
Richlyn Storage 
701-320-8802 
701-952-6026

HOMES FOR SALE

TUCSON HOUSE FOR SALE  
(Owner born in ND) NE Tucson 
2,700 Sq. Ft. 4 BR, 2 ½ bath, 

Open kitchen, breakfast bar, LR, 
DR with fireplace, Master BR 

walk-in closets, expansive office 
space, Patio, brick BBQ, rose  

garden, citrus trees, appliances 
included, with 2-car garage,  

central AC, generous storage and 
closets, HOA Owned community 

pool and park. Priced to sell! 
Contact Annette M @ Long  

Realty.com (c) 520-403-8284.  
MLS# 22515944

INCOME PROPERTY
FOR SALE

SHOP FOR SALE 
36’x40’, In-floor heat,  

2-12’ Overhead doors,  
135’x140’ Lot, 

710 13th St NE - $295,000  
Richlyn Storage 
701-320-8802 
701-952-6026

DOGS

Springer Spaniel & Mini 
Springer Doodle Puppies 

5 months to 10 weeks,  
various colors. Ready now! 

Call/text 218-686-0179 

Bichon-Poo/Yorkie Pups 
$400-$600 + tax. 

MN Lic. 507-368-4857 
www.mulderspuppies.com

Purebred Siberian Huskies 
Shots, wormed, vet checked,  

health certificate, $300.  
218-537-8463 (MN#829895)

AKC Great Dane Pups 
Vet checked, shots, health 
guaranteed. See Dream 

Dane Babie’s on Facebook. 
320-250-5041 Hinckley, MN

HELP WANTED 
FINANCIAL SERVICES/
BANKING

Dakota Heritage Bank 
has an opening for a  

Loan Officer 
 in their Medina, ND 

location.  
 A Bachelor’s degree in 

business, finance, 
accounting or the 
equivalent in work 

experience; a minimum 
of three to five years 
lending experience 

preferred. 
  

Please send resume 
and cover letter to 

Dakota Heritage Bank, 
Attn: Gerald Horner’PO 
Box 308, Medina, ND 

58467.  
Phone 701-486-3384. 
ghorner@dhb.bank 

 
Dakota Heritage Bank is an EEO 

employer. All qualified 
applicants will be considered for 
employment without regard to 

race, religion, color, sex, 
national origin, age, disability, 
veteran status, or any other 

characteristic protected by local, 
state and federal law.  

MEMBER FDIC 

TOOLS/SHOP EQUIPMENT

For Sale: Generec Trans-
fer Generator located in 

Barnes County, ND.  
701-840-7553

STAY CONNECTED

HELP WANTED 
AGRICULTURE

Farmers Union Oil- 
Pettibone 

 is currently looking to fill 
the position of  

General Manager 
 

Duties include  
but not limited to:  

*Ordering fuel, supplies,  
& feed; *CDL or ability 

to acquire one is a plus; 
*Manage a small staff 

with good 
communication skills; 

*Ability to operate forklift 
 

Salary dependent on 
experience & is 

negotiable with year end 
bonus based on 

performance. Full health 
care provided.  

 
Resume can be sent  

to Farmers Union,  
PO Box 97, Pettibone, 

MN 58475.  
Inquires may be 

directed to Farmers 
Union Board Chairman, 

Hoyt Wagner  
701-650-1237 
hoytwagner 
@yahoo.com 

Find it in the
Classifieds!

JOBSHQ.COM

DON’T WAIT.
SEARCH TODAY.


