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for school staff.
“Title 1 is a federal pro-

gram that provides edu-
cation aid to schools 
where a higher number 
of  students come from 
lower-income families,” 
said Dale Wetzel, public 
information specialist for 
NDDPI, in an email to 
The Jamestown Sun. “It 
can be used for several 
purposes, including 
teacher professional 
development, hiring 
teaching ‘intervention-
ists’ to help students who 
are struggling, and pro-
viding remedial or after-
school programs.”

Beginning this academ-
ic year, the NDDPI transi-
tioned to the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Education’s 
method for allocating 
Title I funds to school dis-
tricts, according to a Pow-
erPoint presentation pro-
vided by NDDPI. The new 
method is used for all 
school districts rather 
than just those with a 
total population of  over 
20,000 and includes U.S. 
Census Bureau estimates 
of  income and poverty 
for all states and counties 
provided in four formulas 
derived from statistical 
models using census data, 
household survey data, 
population and other pov-
erty data records. 

Districts with 10 or more 
students based on the 
census data are eligible 
for a Title I grant.

Previously, NDDPI 
relied on a weighted pov-
erty formula that com-
bined census data, foster 
care counts and free and 
reduced lunch numbers 
to determine eligibility 
and allocations for dis-
tricts with populations 
under 20,000. Districts 
with 10 or more aggre-
gate units were eligible 
for a Title I grant.

“We believe the new 
method for distributing 
Title 1 funds uses more 
recent and consistent 
data and is more equita-
ble for students and fami-
lies,” Wetzel said. “It con-
siders factors such as 
poverty rates, population 
size, and state per-pupil 
expenditures to direct 
resources where they are 
most needed.”

Wetzel said the change 
was made because of  con-
cerns that the old method 
was increasingly inaccu-
rate and unreliable.

“For example, free and 
reduced-price meal data 
can be skewed by factors 
that have nothing to do 
with actual poverty levels 
– such as eligibility 
changes for meal pro-
grams and uneven partic-
ipation rates (i.e., fami-
lies that are eligible for 
free or reduced-price 
meals do not sign up for 

them),” he said.
He said the transition 

from the former method 
to the new method began 
in December 2022. He said 
the new model was ini-
tially enacted during the 
2024-25 academic year but 
the change was pushed to 
the 2025-26 school year to 
give school districts more 
time to plan and prepare.

Lech said the previous 
model funded a school 
district on eligible Title I 
students who were edu-
cated by that district.

“If  they came to JPS 
and they were eligible for 
Title I services, you were 
funded for those stu-
dents,” he said.

He said the new model 
is not necessarily for stu-
dents that a school dis-
trict educates.

“They may be students 
that you educate, but if  
they live in your school 
district, you are funded 
for that number of  stu-
dents,” he said.

Lech said five schools 
that were eligible to 
receive Title I funding 
last year are no longer 
eligible. He said districts 
that bring in more stu-
dents than students who 
leave are receiving less 
funding.

“There are schools that 
were receiving a signifi-
cant amount of  money 
and lost $500,000,” he 
said.

Pingree-Buchanan 

Public School District 
lost about $48,000 in Title 
I funding for this school 
year, said Superintendent 
Chris Triggs.

“It’s essentially a teach-
er,” he said.

Triggs said about 60% 
of  the students at Pin-
gree-Buchanan Public 
Schools are from outside 
the district with a majori-
ty of  them being from 
Jamestown. The district 
also gets a few students 
from Carrington and 
Kensal.

“That is not following 
them when it comes to 
the Title I formula,” he 
said. “That’s a challenge 
because if  you are edu-
cating them every year, 
you need that extra sup-
port because some of  
those, a good number of  
those kids that are com-
ing from Jamestown, they 
will qualify for some 
extra service.”

Valley City Public 
School District lost about 
$30,000 in Title I funding 
for this school year, said 
Superintendent Joshua 
Johnson.

“From a programming 
standpoint, that’s half  of  
a position for us,” he 
said. “It’s a support staff. 
It’s a Title I aid position 
that provides interven-
tions, provide support for 
kids in critical subject 
areas of  reading and 
math. So not having those 
dollars absolutely has an 

impact on our school dis-
trict and if  we can get 
those dollars restored, it 
would possibly positively 
impact our school 
district.”

Students residing in 
the Valley City Public 
School District can open 
enroll at Litchville-Mari-
on, Barnes County North 
or Maple Valley public 
school districts.

“That’s our three neigh-
boring school districts 
that we have a lot of  stu-
dents that go back and 
forth crossing school 
boundaries,” Johnson 
said.

While some schools lost 
funding to the new alloca-
tion method, other 
schools have seen a “huge 
swing” in per-pupil fund-
ing, Lech said. Across the 
state, he said the average 
per enrolled student was 
around $450 using the old 
model. He said some dis-
tricts are receiving as 
much as $8,000 per 
enrolled student and one 
school district serving 
under 60 students is 
receiving over $23,000 per 
student.

“The new model does 
fix some things, but what 
I see that it does is it 
exacerbates some of  the 
problems,” he said. “So 
basically, you’re solving 
problems and creating 
larger problems, and 
that’s one of  the things 
that I see is problematic 

are these bigger swings 
in the impacts to other 
districts.”

Wetzel said NDDPI is 
studying the impact of  
the new funding formula 
throughout the year.

“They are agreeable to 
having a greater task 
force that looks at this 
funding model and tries 
to see if  there’s other 
solutions that are out 
there that are more North 
Dakota friendly,” Lech 
said.

When there are reduc-
tions of  dollars based on 
models and not necessari-
ly based on the needs of  
students, that can have a 
negative impact on stu-
dent learning, Johnson 
said.

“I think the decision 
that was made was on a 
basis, a model of  what 
other states have done 
across the country,” he 
said. “I think one thing 
that we’re proud of  in 
North Dakota is that we 
make decisions not on 
what other states are 
doing. We make decisions 
based on what’s in the 
best interest of  our 
school districts, and at 
the end of  the day, what’s 
in the best interest of  our 
kids.”
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