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investigation may still 
grow. He said that while 
students at Davies have 
been the focus of  the 
investigation, students at 
several schools are 
believed to have been 
involved.

“Matters like this have 
a way of  blossoming, not 
withering,” Wrigley said.

The attorney general 
said he was aware the 
investigation was caus-
ing significant anxiety at 
the schools and for stu-
dents and parents, and 
that there were “delicate 
mental health issues to 
be dealt with.” He said 
the parameters of  the 
BCI probe did not include 
consenting, interperson-
al messages.

“There are young peo-
ple who are ... making 
decisions about creating 
an image and sharing 
with a boyfriend or what 
have you. Understand 
that is not what this 

investigation is about. 
Those are not the fruits 
that we are going to take 
out and present to the 
prosecuting authorities 
in this matter. Those are 
not of  interest to the 
investigation,” Wrigley 
said.

He also sought to 
assuage the concerns for 
some of  those whose 
phones may have been 
collected as part of  the 
warrant, explaining that 
some had already been 
returned.

“I do want to stress 
that just because some-
body’s phone was seized 
as part of  this investiga-
tion does not in and of  
itself  mean they commit-
ted a crime. Their phones 
were listed in the search 
warrant in some instanc-
es because it was clear 
from the information we 
got from Snapchat that 
they had received these 
materials,” Wrigley said.

He said students who 
had simply received the 
images would not be sub-
ject to charges, but “the 

challenges come” for 
those who shared the 
images or participated in 
harassing victims. He 
cautioned anyone charac-
terizing that conduct as 
simple childhood 
“pranks.”

“There’s nothing funny 
about it,” Wrigley said. 
“It is illegal. It is detect-
able. And when it gets 
into the hands of  law 
enforcement, we have the 
responsibility to pursue 
it.”

Next steps
Wrigley said he did not 

have a specific timeline 
for when charges might 
be filed, but that among 
the state statutes being 
investigated are the 
unlawful creation, pos-
session and dissemina-
tion of  sexually expres-
sive images; promoting 
and directing an obscene 
sexual performance by a 
minor; promoting 
obscenity to minors; ter-
rorizing; simple assault; 
and conspiracy.

“When the time is 

right we will be turning 
over the fruits of  our 
investigation to the Cass 
County State’s Attorney’s 
Office,” for decisions, 
Wrigley said. “Some 
number of  these students 
are adults. They have 
reached the age of  18. 
Some significant number 
of  them are juveniles ... 
those matters will be 
sorted out by the state’s 
attorney’s office.”

He thanked the Fargo 
and West Fargo police, as 
well as the Cass County 
Sheriff ’s Office, for 
assisting with the 
investigation.

A spokesperson for the 
state’s attorney’s office 
previously declined to 
comment on the 
investigation.

A social media app, 
Snapchat is known for 
allowing its users to dis-
play temporary photos 
and videos to friends, 
which then disappear 
after they are viewed. 
“Delete is our default,” 
according to Snapchat’s 
online support page.

The nonprofit Child 
Rescue Coalition says 
parents should under-
stand Snapchat’s format, 
since the disappearing 
messages can encourage 
risky behavior, including 
sending nude or semi-
nude photos.

Snapchat’s community 
guidelines prohibit using 
the app for illegal activi-
ty, including child sex 
abuse or exploitation 
imagery, and it is a crime 
to disseminate images of  

people depicted in a sexu-
al act in North Dakota 
and Minnesota.

Under North Dakota 
Century Code, dissemi-
nating obscene material 
is a Class C felony, 
including sending explic-
it material to another 
person. In Minnesota, the 
crime is considered a 
gross misdemeanor 
unless children younger 
than 15 are involved, in 
which case felony charg-
es may be filed.
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Davies High School on Sept. 23 in south Fargo.

The Community Calendar 
publishes events, meetings 
and fundraisers in The 
Jamestown Sun at no 
charge. To submit an 
activity, email it to news@
jamestownsun.
Thursday, Oct. 2 
Buffalo City Group 
AA, 7:30 p.m. (open, 

speaker meeting), United 
Presbyterian Church, 302 
2nd Ave. SE (alley door).
TOPS ND 312, St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church, 
1000 5th Ave. NE (east 
door); weigh-in, 8 a.m.; 
meeting, 9 a.m.
James River Alcoholics 

Anonymous, noon (open, 
topic) and 8 p.m. (closed, 
Big Book), AA Clubhouse, 
518 10th Ave. SE.
Woodchippers 
Woodcarving Club, 6-8 
p.m., Hansen Arts Studio.
2025 Jamestown High 
School Athletic Hall of 

Fame Banquet, Jamestown 
Civic Center. Social, 6 p.m.; 
7 p.m., buffet dinner followed 
by ceremony. Tickets 
available at the door.
Friday, Oct. 3 
Jamestown Overcomers 
Narcotics Anonymous, 
7:30 p.m., Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, 1201 4th 

St. NE.
James River Alcoholics 
Anonymous, noon (closed, 
topic) and 8 p.m. (open, 
speaker meeting) AA 
Clubhouse, 518 10th Ave. 
SE.
Overeaters Anonymous, 
5:30 p.m. Regular weekly 

step meeting; phone 
meeting only. Call 701-320-
2386 before meeting time 
to get information on calling 
into meeting.
Jamestown High School 
homecoming parade, 4 
p.m., First Avenue.
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