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StormTRACKER Forecast

Clouds clear through the day and
temperatures warm to the low
70s. Mostly sunny skies again

tomorrow.
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The North Dakota Tourism and Marketing Division wants
to see Bison World come to fruition, according to Sara
Otte Coleman, tourism and marketing director for the
North Dakota Department of Commerce.

BISON WORLD
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and take advantage of
that 65 years of branding
that we already have,”
Ostlie said.

He also said the return
on investment into Bison
World is a “no brainer.”

“It’s not just a James-
town project; it’s a state
project,” he said.

For an example of the
sales tax value of Bison
World, Haukaas said the
average sales tax reve-
nue generated by a day
tripper to the state is
$9.60. When an overnight
stay is included, the
sales tax revenue could
increase from $9.60 to
$31, he said. The sales
tax revenue could be

more than $15 million
per year with 500,000
individual guests or over
$10 million per year with
500,000 guests who come
in groups of three.

“That doesn’t even
touch on the fact of like
the other tertiary busi-
nesses and supply chains
and economic multiple
effects and all this other
type of benefit this is
directly attributable,” he
said.

Haukaas said tourism
helps capture the work-
force and families.

“Tourism infrastruc-
ture is workforce infra-
structure,” he said.

Haukaas said a good
work-life balance is
equivalent to a 26% pay
premium. He said 74%

of workers prioritize
quality of life, attrac-
tions, events and things
to do more than just high
pay, and 68% of people
rate community connec-
tion as more important
than pay.

“People are willing to
take a 10% pay premium
reduction,” he said. “It’s
basically a little bit of a

drop in pay, just to be
someplace that they
know they like when
they have had that type
of experience of, ‘Oh, I
could live here.””

Otte Coleman said
tourism attractions help
recruit and attract
workers.

“Tourism attractions
that you’re going to take
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Emily Bivens, executive director of the Jamestown Area Chamber of Commerce and Jamestown Tourism,
welcomes attendees to the North Dakota Tourism and Marketing Division’s Travel Industry Marketing Summit.

your family to when they
come to visit from out
state are the things that
you know you like to do
or that your family likes
to do and it just enhanc-
es our quality of life,”
she said.

Otte Coleman said the
location for the project
gives people another
stopping point along 1-94

where they can spend a
significant amount of
time. She also said the
state needs tourism
attractions for all four
seasons and not just the
traditional summer trav-
el season.
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