
Wednesday, March 18: 
B- Frudels 
L- Chicken Stacker Bowl 
Thursday, March 19 &  
Friday, March 20: 
NO SCHOOL -  

SPRING BREAK 
Monday, March 23: 
B-Breakfast Sandwich 
L- Spaghetti
Meatballs
Bread Stick 
Tuesday, March 24: 
B-  Frudels
L- Pizza 
Wednesday, March 25: 
B- French Toast 
Bacon
L- Sub Sandwiches 
Chips
Thursday, March 26: 
B- Scones 
L- Meatloaf 
Buttered Noodles 
Friday, March 27: 
B-Biscuits & Gravy 
L- Grilled Cheese 
Tomato Soup 

immediate difference in 
strengthening the newspapers 
we have.” 
      “Nothing will ever 
change and we can’t expect to 
grow if we aren’t open to talk-
ing about new ideas and solu-
tions,” Friesz says. “Being 
able to share some of the con-
cerns the newspaper industry 
is experiencing is valuable, 
and it was great to brainstorm 
with people from different 
industries about what they 
want to see from North 
Dakota newspapers and listen 
to their ideas.” 
Cally Peterson is editor of North 
Dakota Living. She can be reached 
at cpeterson@ndarec.com.
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Dakota, Kaitlyn Severance

Charlie, Gracie, Elijah, Henry Enger

Cheyenne, Allie Bowen

Cikada Kutscher

Tessa Peterson

$3.50 EACH

$21 HALF DOZEN

$42 DOZEN

   

  

  

   

  

  

    

lybmse, as2l ri Ap
wissnd a,anic

d withfilleb us
e youth grou

   

  

  

   

  

  

    

ril 10thpy A
.es cheess

,mialash 
p today!

   

  

  

   

  

  

    

notisegg

   

  

  

   

  

  

    

   

  

  

   

  

  

    

James, Lilah Ketterling

Hannah, Brooke Knudsen

Seri, Sawyer Kartes

Lexi Haugen

Aubree Bluhm

Tucker Trone

Jerry Knudson

Kyler Ganje

Bristol Dally, Axle Doyle

Bennet Liebold, Cara Trone

Elliot Moser, Maddox Brazell
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5th GRADE: BR: James Hanson, Amelie Desrocher, 
Blakely Wiemann, Wyatt Lessman. FR: Aili Coleman, 
Vivian Peterson, Jersey White, Tana Wald 

6th GRADE: BR: Camden Peterson, Alex Lacina, Honor 
Johnson, Addy Lee, Sienna Riddle. FR: Kinley Schaffer, 
Tucker Lessman, Reed Bockwoldt, Brecken Enger, Annie 
Pulfrey, Dayana Gutierrez-Caceres. 

JUNIOR HIGH: BR: Kaydence Kale, Claire DelaBarre; 
MR: Vyolett Patraw, Livia Van Eeden; FR: Aspen Brandt, 
Kinley Wiemann; Not pictured: Toni Wald

STUDENT MUSICIAN’S PARTICIPATE IN 
YOUNG MUSICIAN’S FESTIVAL
LaMoure school musician’s in grades 5-8 participated in the 
Young Musician’s Festival, Saturday, February 28th. Enderlin 
school has hosted this festival for a number of years now and this 
year may have been the biggest yet with 340 entries! Schools that 
participated this year were; Carrington, Edgeley, Enderlin, 
Gackle-Streeter, Griggs County, Kindred, Kulm, LaMoure, 
Maple Valley, Mapleton, Oak Grove, Richland, and Wahpeton. 
Qualified judges are hired to listen, critique, and encourage 
young musicians to continue learning and performing. Mrs. 
Lebahn and her young musician’s want to thank parents, grand-
parents, and friends who came to support and listen to their per-
formances.

YOUNG MUSICIAN’S FESTIVAL ENTRIES AND RESULTS 
NAMES ENTRY SONG RATING 
Aria Brown - Clarinet Solo - There’s Music in The Air ................Excellent 
Vivian Peterson - Flute Solo - O Come, All Ye Faithful ..............Superior 
Wyatt Lessman - Alto Sax Solo - My Old Kentucky Home ........Superior 
Amie Desrocher - Trombone Solo - My Old Kentucky Home ....Superior 
Tana Wald - Trumpet Solo - Erie Canal ....................................Excellent 
James Hanson - Snare Drum Solo - Solo #1 ............................Superior 
Amirrah McQuin - Flute Solo - God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman ..Superior 
Wyatt Lessman - Vocal Solo - I’ve Got Peace Like A River ........Superior 
Tana Wald - Vocal Solo - My Favorite Things ............................Excellent 
Alil Coleman & Amirrah McQuin - Vocal Duet - This Little Light of Mine ..
......................................................................................................Superior
Vivian Peterson, Amie Desrocher, Blakely Wiemann - Vocal Group Sing  
   5th Grade Girls Vocal Group - When You’re Smiling ..............Superior 
Amie Desrocher & Aria Brown - Trombone & Clarinet Duet 
     Crusader’s Hymn ..................................................................Superior 
Blakely Wiemann & Tana Wald - Trumpet Duet  
     Crusader’s Hymn ..................................................................Excellent 
Vivian Peterson & Amirrah McQuin - Flute Duet  
     Duet of the Crusaders ..........................................................Superior 
Addy Lee, Vivian Peterson, Aili Coleman, Amirrah McQuin, & 
     Blakely Wiemann - Vocal Group - Swing Low, Sweet Chariot ............
....................................................................................................Excellent

Tucker Lee - Vocal Solo - Aura Lee ..........................................Excellent 
Alex Lacina - Vocal Solo - Red River Valley ..............................Excellent 
Addy Lee - Vocal Solo - Butterfly ..............................................Excellent 
Honor Johnson - Vocal Solo - Give Me A Kite ..........................Excellent 
Sienna Riddle - Vocal Solo - John Henry ..................................Excellent 
Reed Bockwoldt & Alex Lacina - Vocal Duet - Erie Canal ........Excellent 
6th Grade Girls Vocal Group - Soon It’s Gonna Rain ................Superior 
Addy Lee - Flute Solo - La Petite Danse ....................................Superior 
Kinley Schaffer & Honor Johnson - Clarinet Duet - English Dance ........
....................................................................................................Excellent

Camden Peterson & Tucker Lessman - Trumpet Duet - America Duet ..
....................................................................................................Excellent

Camden Peterson, Reed Bockwoldt, Brecken Enger, & Alex Lacina 
     Brass/Drum Set Combo Rock.com ......................................Excellent 
Toni Wald & Kinley Wiemann - Flute Duet - Beethoven’s Metronome 
......................................................................................................Superior
Kaydence Kale, Vyolett, Patraw, Aspen Brandt, Claire DelaBarre,  
  Livia Van Eeden, Toni Wald, & Kinley Wiemann 
  Vocal Group Kusimama (Stand Tall) ........................................Excellent 
Claire DelaBarre - Trumpet Solo - Lyra ......................................

      Members of the Future of Local 
News Initiative steering committee 
represented a diverse group of 
statewide media representatives, 
newspaper publishers, communicators 
and student journalists. Steering com-
mittee and working committee mem-
bers, from left, are Keiara Lesmeister, 
Cecile Wehrman, Chris Gessele, Ann 
Alquist, Steve Andrist, Avis Red Bear, 
Ellen Huber, Amy Dalrymple, Rob 
Keller, Sophia Fafard, Cally Peterson, 
Kayden Schmitke and Joy Schoch. 
      “It’s such an interesting and 
unusual and walled-off world for 
independent newspaper owners. 
They’re the only people in their com-
munity who do what they do, and very 
few people understand the sacrifices 
that are made and the slings and 
arrows that have to be dodged in order 
to do that for very low pay,” says 
Cecile Wehrman, executive director 
of the North Dakota Newspaper 
Association (NDNA). 
      Local News logoAs the previous 
owner and publisher of the weekly 
The Journal, Crosby (which trans-
ferred ownership March 1), Wehrman 
is part of that small “fraternity of peo-
ple” in the newspaper business. 
      “I believe in newspapers 
absolutely to the core of my being. I 
call it the gospel of newspapers. And I 
love, love telling the tale,” she says. 
      It’s a tale complicated by the rise 
of social and digital media and the 
information overload that oftentimes 
crowds out local news, postal service 
woes, shifting public perceptions that 
news should be free, and an industry 
changing hands to a new generation. 
      But with the challenges come 
opportunity, and North Dakota is 
charting a course forward for local 
news.
      The Future of Local News 
Initiative concluded in January with a 
comprehensive assessment of local 
news conditions in the state, including 
surveys of newspaper executives, 
journalists, college journalists, news 
consumers and residents of North 
Dakota’s “news desert” counties 
which lack a resident newspaper. The 
research was conducted by Coda 
Ventures and funded through a Bush 

Foundation grant administered by the 
Rural Development Finance 
Corporation and North Dakota 
Association of Rural Electric 
Cooperatives (NDAREC) in partner-
ship and NDNA. 
      Additionally, a study of newspa-
pers serving Native American com-
munities is still in the works. 
      “North Dakota’s local newspapers 
have long served as trusted, commu-
nity-rooted institutions,” says Chris 
Gessele, NDAREC cooperative 
development specialist. “This initia-
tive not only highlights the challenges 
they face, but also offers a roadmap 
for actionable solutions that can help 
sustain local journalism for decades to 
come.”
      “The buzz is about the fact that 
we have this data, and what press 
association in this day and age could 
have afforded 
to spend money 
on research? 
Z e r o , ” 
Wehrman says. 
“We’re incredi-
bly fortunate to 
have access to this database and all 
this research, and it’s already yielding 
great information that we can share 
with legislators and grant sources.” 
COMMUNITY AND CIVIC 
ENGAGMENT
      According to the research, nearly 
90% of North Dakotans say having a 
local newspaper is important or very 
important, and local newspapers are 
considered the most trusted source for 
information about important commu-
nity issues. And in areas without a res-
ident newspaper, including Dunn, 
Sioux and Slope counties, residents 
experience notable civic impacts. This 
data serves as a warning sign to other 
communities about the negative 
impacts of losing a community’s 
newspaper. 
      “We attend the city council, coun-
ty commission and school board 
meetings. We sit through long discus-
sions about budgets, policies and 
decisions that directly impact taxpay-
ers. Without journalists in the room, 
there is no one recording those con-
versations and no one regularly hold-

ing elected officials accountable for 
the choices they make,” says Jill 
Friesz, owner of GS Publishing which 
publishes seven weekly newspapers 
serving southwestern North Dakota. 
      “It was really gratifying in the 
news desert study to see all the things 
people miss about having a newspa-
per,” Wehrman says. “If you lose a 
newspaper, you've lost the place 
where people know they can go for 
government information, public 
notices, city minutes, school board 
minutes, and you lose your history, 
because nobody is recording for pos-
terity the good things that happen in 
your town.” 
SUCCESSION PLANNING 
One key finding revealed an urgent 
need for succession planning. As 
newspaper owners and publishers eye 
retirement, cultivating the next gener-

ation of pub-
lishers is criti-
cal for the sus-
tainability of 
c o m m u n i t y 
journalism.

“Newspapers don’t look on paper like 
a good investment, so what bank is 
going to loan for a business that bare-
ly cash flows? And yet, so many 
newspapers do just pay for them-
selves. (The small weeklies) are not 
profit centers,” Wehrman acknowl-
edges.
      Fortunately, several non-owner 
journalists surveyed expressed inter-
est in owning newspapers, identifying 
low-interest financing, grants and 
downpayment assistance as needed 
supports.
      “It’s heartening to hear we have 
journalists who are interested in mov-
ing into ownership. Helping them 
attain that goal is a concrete effort we 
can prioritize,” Wehrman says.  
EVENUE MODEL 
      Despite rising postal costs and 
declining advertising revenue, more 
than 80% of independent newspapers 
reported operating at breakeven or 
better in 2024. 
      Still, finding new advertising 
sources and exploring a new revenue 
model that attracts new subscribers 

and more accurately reflects the cost 
of doing business will be key action 
items going forward, Wehrman says. 
      “Most people look at their news-
paper almost as a utility, as though it 
will always be there, that it's impervi-
ous and impenetrable, and it's not. It's 
a small private business in 99% of 
cases, and like any business, if people 
don't support it, there's no one that's 
going to do it for free,” Wehrman 
says.
CARRYING THE RESEARCH 
FORWARD 
“I was banging my head against the 
wall for years as a small weekly news-
paper publisher trying to crack these 
nuts on my own for my own newspa-
per,” Wehrman says. “And I guess the 
longer I did it, and the more involved 
I became in NDNA, the more I real-
ized these problems are the same for 
every newspaper. And so, wanting to 
help others find those solutions is, you 
know, work I enjoy.” 
      Armed with the research, 
Wehrman will lead NDNA in search 
of funding to continue the work. She 
hopes to test four strategies identified 
through the Future of Local News 
Initiative in the areas of succession 
planning, a print and digital newspa-
per sampling program to grow circu-
lation, implementing a proven rev-
enue model that has worked for some 
N.D. newspapers, and delivering tai-
lored advertising programs and pro-
motions.
      “Those are just four things out of 
50 that we would like to pursue,” 
Wehrman says. “What we're pursuing 
first are things that can make an  

Statewide research effort examines health of newspaper business, community journalism 
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of North Dakotans 
believe not having a 

local newspaper 
would have a  

negative impact on 
the community.


