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my budget because I
think they’re very ex-
pensive,” Tasha laugh-
ingly said, who added
her hope is the total cost
for this project will be
between $120,000 and
$150,000.

“One thing that’s kind
of helped us a lot [is
that] we farm and ranch
too; we have a lot of ma-
chinery to do a lot of the
projects that cost $200,”
Deon added.

Experienced in the
Airbnb business with
a property in Carson,
the Steinmetz want to
ensure they’ve laid a
strong foundation for
the heating, ventilation,
and air conditioning
systems (HVAC), as well
as proper plumbing and
electrical work before
opening for commercial
use.

“My hope is to be done
fall of this year, if every-
thing goes as planned.
That was our original
timeline, and hopefully
we can still meet it. At
the time, we didn’t know
about the electrical and
the power and water. We
just assumed that it was
all like a house,” Tasha
said.

Due to the connection
between the school-
house and its next door
neighbor, the Almont
high school, the Stein-
metz say they need to
obtain a new electrical
transformer box and fig-

ure out a way to funnel
water into the building
without damaging the
high school.

“There is a boiler sys-
tem that also ran off the
old school, so we’ll have
to put all-new HVAC in
it as well,” Tasha said.

While most of the
items once belonging to
the schoolhouse are long
gone, large amounts
of remnants from the
previous owner remain
inside the property.

In 2011, the school-
house was bought by
Terry Lorentzen of
Grand Junction, Colora-
do for the sole purpose
of creating a housing
facility for oil work-
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TASHA AND DEON STEINMETZ are renovating the

old Almont K-6 building into an Airbnb to bring people
to the community.

ers. The city council

of the time adopted

an ordinance ruling
against the creation of
“man-camps”, though
they would make an
exception for Lorentzen
to continue on with his
plan.

Lorentzen’s plan,
however, would never
fully materialize, and
the property and the
items inside sat vacant
for years.

The Steinmetz said
they purchased the
property in January and
then attended Almont’s
monthly city council
meeting to share their
ideas where they say

they were met with little
resistance.

“I thought maybe we’d
have a little bit of push-
back, but we went to a
city council meeting the
1st of February, and the
mayor is really support-
ive - the whole city coun-
cil is pretty supportive,”
Tasha said.

Tasha and Deon aspire
to see their efforts in
Almont bring new life
to the small town year-
round and inspire locals
to do the same.

Aspiring to bring new
life to Almont year-
round, the Steinmetz
hope they can inspire
others in town to do the
same.

“Our hope is that
maybe we can create a
ripple effect where other
couples or people could
come into these small
towns and try to help
revitalize them as well,”
Tasha and Deon stated.
“We grew up in these
tiny towns. I'm from
Kansas, but I grew up in
a small town in Kan-
sas as well, and it’s the
same thing from here to
Kansas; all these little
small towns, they’re just
dying off, and it seems
like if we can get people
to come spend their time
[and] money here, that
also helps bring in rev-
enue for the town and
small businesses.”
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THE STEINMETZ have already made progress
towards creating their Airbnb inside the old K-6
school in Almont. Pictured is what Tasha Steinmentz
says will eventually become the living room area.

HELP WANTED

HORIZON ROOFING IS HIRING - ND/
MN PROJECT (MARCH-AUGUST 2026)

Temporary & Seasonal Positions

Horizon Roofing is seeking motivated, de-
pendable individuals to join an experienced crew
on an upcoming commercial roofing project.
This is physical, outdoor work in a fast-paced en-
vironment.

Pay & Perks
«$25-$50 per hour (based on experience)
«Lodging & per diem provided

REQU EST FOR BIDS COUNTY USPS - 382-100 -Relocation assistance may be available
eWS New Z?lér?f)r(\lg P M?)azr%;zt b 53554 Requirements
Morton County Fair Board — Request for Bids 701-843-7567 701-207-1379 «Roofing or construction experience preferred

mcnjournal@gspublishing.net

Journal

«Comfortable climbing ladders & working at heights
«Reliable transportation

The Morton County Fair Board is accepting bids for a concrete
project at the Morton County Fairgrounds in New Salem, ND.

- coontractors may request the official bid packet by emailing: Jill M. FH@SZ.ooovoovii Publisher -Willingness to work outdoors
info@mortoncountyfair.com Ann Estvold ... Managing Editor "
. . Future Opportunities
Bid deadline: March 30, 2026 Brendan Rodenberg ...............ccccoi Reporter Potential for | t / t
Richard Mendoza ...........cccceevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiins Reporter =Foténtial for long-term/permanen

Morton County Fair Board reserves the right to reject any or

all bids employment based on performance

and business needs
«Strong performers may be considered for
future Horizon Roofing projects
Apply / Questions: Call or text 763-349-0237
Email helaine.collova@horizonroofinginc.com
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FARMER'S LUMBER &

G AM BLES Morton County .........cceeeecucueecsecseeeseeaeeane. $50.00 Hablamos Espariol. Exact project location
A" other Subscrlptlons ................................ $60.00 dlsc/osed /at‘er /n fhe /nz‘er\//eW process’
E-edition ... $40.00

Will host their annual meeting

ADVERTISE
LOCAL,

SUPPORT
LOCAL.

Saturday 3/28 at 2 pm

RNESICAD RESTADRART

(Meeting inside Gambles) 308 Main St. W.,

Mandan, ND 58554
@ 701-751-1024

wwwu

Beverage and Snack will
be provided.

— It's Just the North LSO AR
New Salem Park District Dakota W MONDAY THURSDAY
J O B O P P O RT U N ITY arota way, Lunch Chimichanga $11.* Lunch California Burrito $12.°
Yah Know. Fajita Quesadilla $15.% Burrito Fajita $16.° SUNDAY

— Half price h itas all d
SUMMER HELP WANTED: New Salem Park District UESDAY - A T s ConFalo BB
. . . /- 1UESDAY FRIDAY eak and Shrimp $26.
is in need of lifeguards for the pool and maintenance Street Taco $2.° e T
crew for lawn mowing and park upkeep. If you are O%VlYlsla.l Slpaiy Gl Lindo Special $19°
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