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Tuesday, June 9, 
2026, will serve as a day 
residents across Mor-
ton County will have 
a chance to vote for 
candidates in contention 
of  several key positions 
in their respective towns 
and at the county level 
before the general elec-
tion in November. 

All potential candi-
dates will have until 
Monday, April 6 at 4:00 
p.m. to file the necessary 
paperwork, which may 
include an Affidavit of  
Candidacy and State-
ment of  Interests forms. 
Deadlines for submitting 
documents may vary, so 
interested parties are 
advised to reach out to 
the offices of  the posi-
tion they are filing for. 

Morton County
Morton County has 

several four-year term 
positions up for election 
this year, including two 
at-large positions on the 
County Commission, 
currently held by Vice 
Chair Andy Zachmeier 
and Jackie Buckley. 

The positions of  
Morton County Auditor, 
Treasurer, Recorder, 
State’s Attorney, and 
Sherrif, currently held 
in order by Dawn Rhone 
(Auditor), Kari Hat-
zenbuhler (Treasurer), 
Nancy Seefeldt (Record-
er), Allen Koppy (State’s 
Attorney), and Kyle 
Kirchmeier (Sherrif), 
are up for election as 
well. 

Mandan
The City of  Mandan 

has two seats with four-
year terms on the City 
Commission available. 
The positions on the 
City Commission up for 
election are currently 
held by Ryan Heinsohn 
and Dennis Rohr. 

The Mandan Park 

Board has three open 
seats with four-year 
terms available. The 
three seats are currently 
held by Vice President 
Miles Mehlhoff  and 
commissioners Stan 
Scott and Layn Mudder. 

The Mandan School 
Board have three of  
nine current members, 
Darren Haugen, Kama 
Hoovestol, and Marnie 
Piehl, with terms set to 
expire in 2026. 

New Salem
In New Salem, the 

mayor’s position, 
currently held by Josh 
Gaebe, is up for grabs 
for a four-year term af-
ter Gaebe filled the last 
two years of  a term left 
open by the passing of  
Lynette Fitterer in 2024. 

On the New Salem city 
council, the seats occu-
pied by Delton Kautz-
man, Perrin Goetzfridt 
and Bryan Moen are up 
for election. 

The New Salem Park 
Board has 2 seats avail-
able, currently occupied 
by Andrea Mathern and 
Steve Kleinjan. 

The New Salem-Al-
mont Public School 
District has three area 
seats occupied by Jackie 
Lausch (Area 1-City of  
New Salem), Monica 
Reiner-Pletan (Area 
2-North of  Highway 10), 
and Mark Feland (Area 
4-Almont/Sims) up for 
election. 

Almont
In Almont, two four-

year city council posi-
tions, currently held by 
Kaity Olson-Brett and 
Sharmayne Erhardt, are 
up for grabs. 

Glen Ullin
The town of  Glen 

Ullin has three seats 
with four-year terms on 
the City Council up for 
election and two seats 
with four-year terms on 
the town’s Park Board. 

The Glen Ullin public 
school district also has 

two seats with three-
year terms available, 
one of  which is current-
ly occupied by Mitchell 
Bettenhausen and the 
other currently vacant. 

Hebron
The town of  Hebron 

has three seats on the 
city council and two on 
the park board up for 
election. The mayor’s 
position currently held 
by Grant Walth is also 
up for election. 

The Hebron Public 
School District has three 
open positions on the 
school board. 

Flasher
The town of  Flasher 

has several openings on 
the City Commission, 
Park Board, School 
Board as well as for 
Mayor and Municipal 
Judge. 

On the City commis-
sion, two positions for 
four-year terms and one 
position for an unex-
pired two-year term are 
available. The two open 
positions for four-year 
terms are currently 
occupied by Michael 
Ternes and Skyler 
Gross. The open position 
for an unexpired two-
year term is currently 
occupied by Angel 
Kramer. 

The mayor’s posi-
tion, currently held by 
Shelly Meyhoff, is up for 
election for a four-year 
term. 

The position of  Mu-
nicipal judge, currently 
held by Andrew Kuntz, 
is also up for election for 
a four-year term. 

Two positions on 
the town’s park board, 
currently held by Jeanie 
Fitterer and Donnell 
Doll, are up for election. 

The Flasher School 
District has three-at 
large positions available, 
currently occupied by 
Andrea Fleck, Joe Fleck, 
and Sherry Schmidt.

A preview to upcoming 
Elections across Morton 

County
By Richard Mendoza

mcnjreporter@gspublishing.net
2026 marks 250 years 

since the USA was 
founded, and while Mor-
ton County has always 
been passionate about 
the Fourth of  July, such 
an occasion needs to be 
treated with even more 
reverence. According to 
a press release from the 
Mandan Progress Orga-
nization, the anniversa-
ry will be celebrated in 
Mandan even more than 
usual, and feature both 
beloved old and explo-
sive new events to help 
honor this once-in-a-life-
time milestone.

“This celebration only 
happens once in a gener-
ation,” said Matt Schan-
andore, Executive

Director of  the Man-
dan Progress Organi-
zation, in the release. 
“With four months to go, 
we’re inviting the entire 
community and visitors 
from across the region 
to start planning their 
trip to Mandan to cele-
brate America’s 250th 
anniversary together.”

The largest of  these 
explosive experiences 
is the upcoming “Prai-
rie Pyro-Musical”- a 
show at 10:00 pm on 

July 3, to be seen from 
the grounds of  Mandan 
Middle School. The dis-
play, which will feature 
fireworks synchronized 
with patriotic music, 
will be put on by Mott-
based Pegasus Fire-
works. This partnership 
has been responsible for 
multiple pyro-musicals 
in the past, including the 
recent ‘New Year, New 
Light’ show that set a 
Guinness World Record 
for the largest number 
of  Roman Candles fired 
in a single minute.

Fourth of  July week 
also brings another state 
tradition to the area: 
The Mandan Rodeo, 
which now takes place 
at the Dale Pahlke 
Arena. 2026 marks the 
147th anniversary of  the 
rodeo, and it is expected 
to feature all the classi-
cal rodeo competitions 
(such as bull riding, 
cattle roping, and steer 
wrestling). For those 
who prefer less athletic 
events, the Art in the 
Park festival at Dyk-
shoorn Park will also 
run from July 3 from 
9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and 
on July 4 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. The event 
will feature food trucks, 
local arts and crafts, and 
live entertainment at the 

park’s bandshell.
Finally, the celebra-

tion will conclude with 
Mandan’s traditional In-
dependence Day Parade. 
2026’s theme- appropri-
ately named ‘Celebrate 
250’- will focus on our 
country’s origins, and 
the many events that led 
up to participants are 
encouraged to theme 
their floats to important 
moments in American 
history. The parade, 
like the run before it, is 
set to take place at 10:00 
a.m. on Main Street. 
July 4th will also feature 
the Mandan Indepen-
dence Day 5k Road 
Race at 8:00 a.m., where 
runners will dash down 
Main Street ahead of  the 
floats.

Although July and 
its celebrations are still 
some time away, Schan-
andore and the MPO en-
courage everyone inter-
ested to make plans as 
soon as possible. Spaces 
for vendors, sponsors, 
and visitors are all lim-
ited, and expected to fill 
up quickly.

More information on 
parade registration, 
vendor applications, and 
event schedules can be 
found on VisitMandan.
com, or by downloading 
the city’s official app.

Mandan launches 2026 
Fourth of July schedule

By Brendan DeLuca-Rodenberg

brendan.r@gspublishing.net


