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Commish from front: Rohweder says goal is to establish

clear procedures

Wishek. That process would
include having the state’s
attorney and Wishek’s city at-
torney draft a joint-jurisdiction
agreement spelling out how
decisions will be made.
Rohweder said the goal is to
establish clear procedures for
notice, review, hearings, and
dispute resolution. “We need to
start communication with the
city... and the attorneys would
be the best to have those con-
versations initially,” she said.
The meeting also included
the resignation of longtime
committee member Gary Hoff-
man, who has served on both

the original and current zoning
committees for decades. Mem-
bers expressed appreciation for
his service. Several names will
be forwarded to county com-
missioners for consideration.
Hoffman described the past
year as an “interesting process”
and encouraged members to
“keep up the hard work.”

Because the county com-
missioners moved their June
meeting to June 3 for equaliza-
tion, the next zoning committee
meeting is scheduled for June 2
at 7 p.m.

Got something on your mind?

Do you have something you’d like to say?
Letters to the Editor are always welcome!!
Send your letter to awtribunestar@gmail.com

with the header “Letter to the Editor”
Please include your name and phone number

Shooting from front: Bail
for Gomez set at $1 million
cash only

bail at $1 million cash only.

“I do have concerns of Mr.
Gomez being a danger to the
community as well as a poten-
tial flight risk,” LeFevre said.

The Mclntosh County Sher-
iff's Department is made up of
the sheriff and two deputies.

Delzer and the deputy are on
standard administrative leave
because they fired their guns.

Delzer says a Logan County
deputy will be living in the
county temporarily to provide
law enforcement coverage.

The Wishek Police Depart-
ment and North Dakota High-
way Patrol will also help as
needed.

The North Dakota Bureau
of Criminal Investigation has
taken over the investigation of
the shooting.

Used with permission of The
Forum editor.
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APRIL 8, 2026

The Ashley school board held their
regular meeting on Wednesday, April
8, 2026 at 8:00pm in the conference
room. Present: Ross Litsey, Jordan Jen-
ner, Lyle Fey, Amy Schlepp, Corey Ul-
mer, Chris Doane, Jason Schmidt, Te-
resa Dockter, Tucker Meidinger, Breigh
Schlepp*, Jessica  Schmidt*, *Erich
Kroh (*8:01).

Motion by Schlepp to approve the agen-
da. Second by Ulmer, motion carried
unanimously.

Motion by Jenner to approve the min-
utes of the March 11th regular, March
31st special & March 23rd co-op meet-
ings as written. Second by Litsey, mo-
tion carried unanimously.

*Erich Kroh entered the meeting at
8:01pm.

Motion by Schlepp to approve payment
of general fund bills ($54,271.53). Sec-
ond by Jenner, motion carried unani-
mously.

Motion by Litsey to approve financial re-
ports as presented. Second by Schlepp,
motion carried unanimously.

There were no public comments.

Breigh Schlepp and Jessica Schmidt
explained the plans for new play-
ground equipment—cost for the proj-
ect is $157,000 (includes installation
& wood chips). The committee has
raised $90,000 so far through Lions,
Tri County Fair1, business & private
donations. They are waiting on results
from a couple of grants—if those come
through, the total raised would be about
$155,000—should know by end of April.
They are planning a couple of fundrais-
ers. Asked if the school board would
be willing to commit some money to the
project. Hoping to get the project done
this summer, as prices will continue to
increase. They have also talked about a
possible storage shed and a new basket-
ball hoop. Board members agreed they
are in support of the project and willing
to contribute--asked them to come to
the May meeting when they have more
solid numbers on the amount needed.
*Breigh Schlepp & Jessica Schmidt left
the meeting at 8:23pm.

Opening of sealed bids for the 2007
Suburban were as follows:

#1-Brian  Bertsch-$355;  #2-Robert
Meidinger-$212;  #3-Mark  Schna-
bel-$375; #4-Dillon Becker- $225. Mo-
tion by Jenner to accept the bids and
award to the highest bidder (Mark Sch-

Ashley Public School Minutes

nabel). Second by Litsey, motion car-
ried.

Motion by Ulmer to approve contracts
as listed:

Joseph Alcala--$52,400 Sara Sath-
re--$59,000 Kristi Bender--$65,300
Nathan Schauer--$50,200 Wendy Bi-
chler--$55,100 Breigh Schlepp--$53,500
Brenda Dohn--$51,900 (amended for
lane change) Jessica Schmidt--$61,800
Alexis Kempf--$50,600 Brooke Ste-
vens--$50,600 Kelsi Lippert--$51,800
Teresa  Thiery--$51,800 (amended
Denise Martz--$63,000 for position
change)

Tucker Meidinger--$53,500 Sara Thy-
en--$51,400 Evan Mellmer--$53,000
Ann  Wolf--$61,250 Rachel Rueb--
$51,800 Trudy Wolf--$39,329.25 Extra-
Curricular Contracts:

Joseph Alcala—$200 (Mathcounts)
Chris  Doane--$5,090 (Head VB)
Breigh Schlepp-$350(Cognia) Ali Har-
riman--$4,072 (Asst Girls Golf), $750
(co-advisor FBLA) Jessica Schmidt-
$350(Cognia) Alexis Kempf--$612.50
(co-advisor FBLA) Jeremy St. Au-
bin-$5,090 Kelsi Lippert--$350 (Cognia)
(Head Girls Golf) Evan Mellmer--$1,350
(FFA), $5,090 (Head FB) Ann Wolf-
$350(Cognia) Sara Sathre--$350 (Cog-
nia) Trudy Wolf-$1,325(Music) Second
by Schlepp, motion carried unanimously.

Ancillary staff increases—discussion on
wage realignment for some positions to
bring them in line with area salaries/
experience. Business manager was di-
rected to provide cost projections on
the suggestions. Matter was tabled to
May meeting.

Mr. Schmidt explained there’s a total of
9 students coming next year from Zee-
land—4 are open enrolled and the oth-
er 5 have submitted tuition share agree-
ments. The Ashley district will get the
per pupil payments for all the students,
however since the Zeeland school is
non-operating for another year, they
will have to pay Ashley the difference
between the per pupil payment and the
per student cost of education for those
5 on the tuition share agreements. Mo-
tion by Schlepp to approve the tuition
agreements. Second by Litsey, motion
carried unanimously.

Motion by Schlepp to approve the res-
ignation from Mary Hilgemann effective
at the end of this school year. Second
by Jenner, motion carried unanimously.

Election update—Cody Lippert filed for
the city position and Dillon Spurr filed for
the at-large position. Election officials
will be Charles Dockter, Jo Weisser,
Judy Haupt and Pam Mcshane. The

election will be held on June 2nd from
11am-7pm.

Mr. Schmidt reported 26/27 Title money
is estimated at $182,000—final alloca-
tions are released in July.

Transportation—still working on a driver
for the Zeeland route. Received quotes
on minibuses and a large bus from For-
man Sales—no used minibuses avail-
able but they do have some 2024 cha-
sis available to be built at a discounted
price. Discussion on the need for anoth-
er minibus-- board members directed
Mr. Schmidt to advertise for bids & then
will hold a special meeting as

soon as those are available.

Three students qualified for National
FBLA (1 senior, 2 JH)—board policy
has been to pay $500 per student, how-
ever at the time that was put in place,
only 9-12 students were involved and
JH students were not allowed to go to
the state competition. Board members
agreed that the district will pay the $500
as well for the JH students who qualified
for Nationals.

Mr. Schmidt’s report: 1) NDA+ Summa-
tive testing in elementary; 2) Almost all
parents came for reader buddies when
the state superintendent was here.

Mr. Doane’s report: 1) NDA+ math test-
ing complete for 7-12, starting language
arts next; 2) PK-12 concert on 5/4; 3)
Four students qualified for state speech;
4) Two students qualified for the Know
Your State contest; 5) 7-12 Zeeland stu-
dents have been registered for classes
next year; 6) Working on schedule
change to include ITV History; 7) Open
coach positions—VB C squad, asst FB,
head GBB; 8) RSchool is transitioning
to Arbiter.

Next meeting will be May 13, 2026 at
8:00pm. Motion by Schlepp to adjourn,
second by Litsey. Motion carried unani-
mously, meeting adjourned at 9:35pm.

Teresa Dockter, Business Manager Lyle
Fey, President
(May 20, 2026)

APRIL 15, 2026:

The Ashley school board held a special
meeting on Wednesday, April 15, 2026
at 7:30am in the conference room.
Present: Lyle Fey, Jordan Jenner, Amy
Schlepp, Corey Ulmer (via phone),
Jason Schmidt, Chris Doane, Teresa
Dockter. Ross Litsey was absent.

Agenda: 1)Bus purchase, 2) Ancillary
staff—motion by Jenner to approve the
agenda. Second by Schlepp, motion

carried unanimously.

Mr. Schmidt reported that as he gath-
ered bus information, he discovered
that the district is a member of Source-
well, which is a cooperative purchasing
program. Sourcewell does all the com-
petitive bidding for the purchaser, which
saves time and ensures fair and com-
petitive pricing and relieves the district
of going through the bidding process on
our own. Many districts purchase buses
using this method. Research on mini-
bus prices: Harlow’s $106,000; Fore-
man $103,000 (2026) or $93,500 (new
2024—full warranty). He stated Forman
would have the 2024 ready for school
start and will do a July billing. Motion by
Jenner to purchase the 2024 minibus
from Forman Sales (without cruise con-
trol) for $93.500. Second by Schlepp,
motion carried unanimously.

Reviewed the updated ancillary infor-
mation requested by board members
which included $3 wage realignments
for the business manager, head custo-
dian, head cook and assistant cook to
bring those into a competitive market
range based on area salaries and expe-
rience. Motion by Ulmer to approve a $3
wage realignment for the four positions
discussed and a 4% raise for the re-
maining ancillary staff. Second by Jen-
ner, motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Schlepp to adjourn, second
by Jenner. Motion carried unanimously,
meeting adjourned at 7:47am.

Teresa Dockter, Business Manager Lyle
Fey, President
(May 20, 2026)

ASHLEY SCHOOL BOARD REPORT
Ashley School District
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Vendor, Description, Amount

Checking

Checking, Fund 01, GENERAL FUND
ANDERSON-BENDER, KRISTI, RE-
IMB CLASSROOM SUPPLIES/REG-

IST o, 148.16
ANNE CARLSEN CENTER, TUITION..
.............................................. 12,186.96
ASHLEY SUPER VALU, PT CONF
SUPPLIES........ccoiiiiiiiiie 166.98
CHS RIVER PLAINS, BUS FUEL.........
................................................ 2,647.05
CITY OF ASHLEY, WATER/SEWER/
GARBAGE...........cooviiiiiine 296.87
COLE PAPERS INC, CUST SUPPLIES
................................................... 918.49
DIAMOND D PLUMBING LLC, WATER
HEATER .....oovir 12,973.76
DICKEY RURAL NETWORKS, SERV-
ER MAINT/PHONES. .............. 2,839.38
E&H COMMUNICATIONS LLC, MIN-
UTES....co e, 172.50

ECKROTH MUSIC COMPANY, IN-
STRUMENT REPAIR................. 134.00
G&R CONTROLS INC, REPAIRS-
GRADE 3......cociiiiiiiiiciiee 606.75
HARLOW'S BUS SALES INC-RO-
LETTE, REPAIR-#5.......ccccccu.. 699.00
LINK’'S DO IT BEST, CUST/CENT/BUS
SHOP SUPPLIES.............c.c... 144.58

M & K CONSTRUCTION LLP, GARAGE
DOOR REPAIR-BUS SHOP....... 475.00
MID AMERICAN RESEARCH CHEMI-

CAL, CUST SUPPLIES.............. 591.05
MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES, ELEC-
TRICITY/HEAT ... 11,761.90

ND EDUCATORS SERVICE COOPER-
ATIVE, 25/26 MEMBERSHIP .... 125.00
POPPLERS MUSIC, MUSIC......... 7.99
PYE BARKER FIRE & SAFETY, FIRE

EXT MAINT ..o 1,028.75
RUEB, RACHEL, REIMB CLASSROOM
SUPPLIES........cccoviiiiiiiiiee 119.76
SCHMIDT, JASON, REIMB DUPLI-
CATETITLE.....coiiiiiiiin, 12.00

SE REGION CAREER & TECHNOLO-
GY CENTER, 25/26 EMERGING TECH

FEES ... 1,500.00
SUN MOUNTAIN, GOLF JACKETS-
BOYS.....cos 2,123.64
THIERY, TERESA, REIMB CLASS-
ROOM SUPPLIES...........ccccee. 145.48

TRIPLE J AUTO BODY AND REPAIR,
LLC, #5 REPAIRS/#2 TIRES. 1,891.67
WESTSIDE HEATING & AC, PRO-
PANE .....oiiiiiiiieeeee e 211.31
ZEELAND PUBLIC SCHOOL, NDACDA
TRAVEL/REGIST ....ccoovviiine

Fund Total:................... . .
Checking Account Total: ....... 54 271.53

GENERAL FUND BILLS PAID
BETWEEN BOARD MEETINGS
APRIL 2026

PAID TO, DESCRIPTION ...... AMOUNT
Madison National Life, Disability 378.35
Chris Doane, Reimb meal-science fair.
..................................................... 13.95
Geiszler's Pumping, Kitchen sink/toilet
FEPAIN ..t 524.38
Tucker Meidinger, Meal-science fair .....
..................................................... 12.70
Jason Schmidt, Reimb bus fuel ... 20.03
South Central Health, WR-weight certifi-

CatioON ..ot 740.00
Summit Fire Protection, Install cellular
dialer.....oeeeeiiiiiiieeeeeee 1,200.00
Brody Hoffman, Reimb coach certifica-
HON e 70.00
Mcintosh County Bank, State science
fairmeals.......ccoocveviiiiiiiicine 504.00

Visa, Elem supply/PT conf fee/Al fee...
120.00

Tucker Miedinger, Reimb baseball tees
95.01

Carrington Inn & Suites, Girls WR
[£oT0] 0 g1 F 475.00
Tucker Meidinger, Reimb bus fuel 79.46
(May 20, 2026)



