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and quality local products to consum-
ers. Producing fertilizer in North Dakota 
will give farmers a better price and is a 
common-sense use of our plentiful nat-
ural gas resource.

A critical priority of our Ag Depart-
ment will be addressing the farm crisis. 

-

will bolster the ND Farm Mediation Ser-
vice with more farm credit counselors. 

and trained 80 credit counselors to ad-
vocate for farmers during the last farm 
crisis. Credit counselors help farmers 
and ranchers make feasible cropping 
and livestock plans so that their yearly 
operations pencil out and they can pass 
their farm on to the next generation. 
They also help with mediation related 
to land rights issues. The current Ag De-
partment only has one credit counselor 

-
ers and ranchers. This is unacceptable. 
Our Ag Department will further ad-
vocate for producers by promoting 

-

-
ers are under an incredible amount of 

and work with policymakers and orga-
nizations to address the current crisis. 

-
dating and distributing the Responsible 
Hyperscale Development Framework. 
The RHDF is for the consideration of 

-

center development. RHDF is not meant 
to oppose development; it is a way for 

-

to make contributions to infrastruc-
ture and the community; expansion 

public review time; a decommission 
plan; and transparency requirements 
with no non-disclosure agreements. 
A key role of the Ag Commissioner is 

-
-

sumers deserve to know where their 
-

untary labeling lets the big meatpack-
ers hide that information. Restoring 
mandatory Country of Origin Label-
ing for beef and pork will help North 
Dakota producers get the price they 
deserve for their superior products. 
There are a lot of things we need to get 
done. But I can’t think of anything much 
more important than our kids. Our Ag 
Department will support ND Beef for 
ND Schools. This will involve working 
with local meat processors and school 
districts and removing the bureaucra-

 
 
What do you feel are the top three 
issues that need to be addressed by 
the entity you are running for?

We are experiencing the worst farm 
crisis in the last 40 years. North Dakota 
production agriculture is $41.3 billion 

trouble. I lived through the 1980’s farm 
-

ing familiar old patterns. Fertilizer prices 

Ag Commissioner has a responsibility 

solutions to the problems facing family 
farmers and ranchers in North Dakota. 
Working on value-added ag and fertil-

-

and advocating for family farmers and 
ranchers in DC is the least we can do 

 
Farmland ownership has become a se-

-
aires buying up farmland. Our depart-
ment will support strong anti-corporate 
ag laws. This is a foundational North 
Dakota principle. We must keep out for-
eign ownership of agricultural land and 
keep it in production. Promoting good 
resources for farm and ranch succession 
planning is another way to keep land in 

the hands of people who will care for it. 
Industrial development on agricultural 
land is part of this problem and its own 
issue. We need honesty and transparen-
cy on the Industrial Commission. Data 
center developers have been taking 
agricultural land out of production and 

help from the Industrial Commission. 

voted to invest $500 million of taxpayer 
money in the WBI Bakken East natu-
ral gas pipeline. If the pipeline doesn’t 

foot the bill. The pipeline path coin-
cides with existing and proposed data 
center sites. The Industrial Commission 
has placed the state in the position that 
these natural-gas hungry data centers 

will have to pay for gas that isn’t used 
from this pipeline. WBI is leveraging 
eminent domain against landowners. 

-

pipeline? We are advocating for a trans-
-

nities over multi-billion dollar corpora-
tions. Respect the people or step aside. 
 
If you get elected, how do you plan 
to commit time to this position out-
side of meetings?

talking to people. This will continue 
after I am elected. Consider me your 
statewide county extension agent. I will 
hold regular public town hall meetings 
so that I can be transparent in my role as 

-
ing on in your communities from you.

forces with Ag Commissioners across 
-

sense ag policy. Congress is not look-

foods. I will testify to Congress that 
taxpayer dollars and subsidies should 
not be going to out-of-state billion-
aire landlords like Scott Bessent and 
Bill Gates. There is only so much agri-
cultural land in North Dakota. We need 
to continue the legacy of family farming 
and ranching for the next generation. 
 
 
Why should people vote for you?

The Agriculture Commissioner is 
among the top three most powerful 

State Capitol as a member of the Indus-
trial Commission. I will ask the tough 

If the other two members of the Indus-
trial Commission (the Governor and At-
torney General) try to shut out the pub-

and refuse. No more sweetheart deals 
for out-of-state multi-billion dollar cor-
porations. I will bring transparency and 

-
ture Commissioner is responsible for 
standing up for family farmers in our 

the farm crisis. We must keep farm-
land in the hands of the people who 
work it: not corporations or billionaires. 
 
Is there anything else you'd like the 
community to know about you?

This race is not about me. It’s about 

me that the current system is working 
against them. Thirdy-six years of sobri-
ety has taught me to give of myself to 
help others. I am blessed and grateful to 

-
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Commissioner
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Sheri Haugen-Hoffart
Republican 

Family: Richard W. Hoffart 

Hobbies/Organizations: I serve on 
several professional boards, including 

the National Association of Regu-
latory Utility Commissioners, where 
I am Vice Chair of both the Critical 
Infrastructure and Pipeline Safety 
Committees and contribute to the 

Electricity Committee. I also remain 
active with my alma mater through 

the University of North Dakota Alumni 
Association and Foundation Board 
of Directors. I support military com-
munities by raising awareness about 

and participating in initiatives such as 
Wreaths Across America.

Why was it important to you to run 
for this position?

I chose to run for the Public Service 
-

able utility service is essential to every 
North Dakotan. Our state continues to 
have some of the lowest electrical rates 

oversight is key to maintaining that sta-
bility. I remain committed to ensuring 

helping citizens understand how the 
Commission’s work impacts their daily 
lives.

What do you want to accomplish in 

I will continue carrying out the re-
sponsibilities of the Public Service Com-
mission with integrity and focusing on 
strong regulatory oversight that pro-
tects North Dakota ratepayers. Ensuring 
transparency in every decision remains 

safety of our state’s extensive pipeline 
infrastructure. My goal is to keep the 
public wellinformed while supporting 

North Dakota.

What do you feel are the top three 
issues that need to be addressed by 
the entity you are running for?

-
-

our grid is strong and secure from for-
eign threats.

If you get elected, how do you plan 
to commit time to this position out-
side of meetings?

four years. That includes active partici-
pation on regional and national boards 
to ensure North Dakota has a strong 
voice in shaping sound energy poli-

community events across the state. My 
-

for North Dakotans.

Why should people vote for you?

dedicated to carrying out this work with 
integrity. I take seriously the laws we 
are entrusted to uphold and remain fo-
cused on protecting ratepayers through 

would be honored to continue serving 
the people of North Dakota. I am proud 
to have earned the endorsements from 

-

and grassroots conservatives across 
-

dorsement comes from the thousands 
of North Dakotans who entrust me with 
their vote. I work for the people and 
never forget that.

Is there anything else you'd like the 
community to know about you?

I am a North Dakota native who grew 
-

Some of my strongest memories come 
from walking down country roads and 
attending a small country church. Those 

-
er forgotten where I came from or the 
faith that guides me.

Deven Styczynski
Republican 
Age: 39 

Family: Wife: Wendy Daughter: Age 
12 

Hobbies/Organizations: NDGOP, 
ND Young Republicans, Sons of 

Liberty

Why was it important to you to run 
for this position?

I believe it is important to do what I 
can to return the public service com-
mission to its original function of being 
the regulatory body for the de facto 
monopolies and to be the negotiating 
mouthpiece of the public. This mind-
set of original purpose alongside my 
square deal approach will help me bring 

transparency and ability for public in-
-

tects ratepayers and landowners while 
still supporting industrial growth in the 
state.

What do you want to accomplish in 

I would like to work closely with the 
-

tury code that are of concern to me. 

which allows the PSC to override local 

immediately repealed and that power 
returned to the counties and townships. 

to tackle at the start of 2027.

What do you feel are the top three 
issues that need to be addressed by 
the entity you are running for?

The technical issues are utility rates/
-

ty rights. These are the issues the vast 

The Public Service Commission I think 

public trust. There are swaths of the 
public in ND who do not trust the Public 
Service Commission is negotiating on 
their behalf. When you have utility com-
panies comfortable with coming and 

to a much deeper issue. An issue the 
voters need to ask themselves before 
voting June 9. 

If you get elected, how do you plan 
to commit time to this position out-
side of meetings?

Public Service Commissioners run 
a full time schedule so I expect to be 
running a 45-50 hour a week minimum 
schedule to cover the required regula-
tory work and research outside of meet-
ings and public hearings. The PSC has a 
vast array of responsibilities from mine 

-

-
tions listed out under NDCC Title 49.

Why should people vote for you?
People should vote for me because 

My experiences range from agricul-
-

standards. These skills translate directly 
to the required fair and rigorous regula-
tory oversight required of the PSC.

Is there anything else you'd like the 
community to know about you?

It is my duty as a father and a hus-
band to help set the stage in this state 
for families to be able to grow and pros-
per here. The costs in this state may not 

enough to crush them. We need to get 
serious about how our state operates so 
families are not left in the dust.

John Pederson 

Democratic
Age: 56 

Family: Spouse: Julie Tillberg; Chil-
dren: John Luke (17) and Pluto (14) 
Hobbies/Organizations: Bread for 

the World, Sons of Norway, bicycling, 
hiking, skiing.

Why was it important to you to run 
for this position?

The nation's energy landscape has nev-
er been more complex or more conse-

I believe my background as an econ-
omist and historian uniquely suits me 
for this moment. Understanding how 
economies evolve and how institutions 
succeed or fail over time means I bring 
a big-picture perspective to decisions 
that will shape North Dakota for de-
cades.

We are in the middle of a data cen-

now will determine whether this growth 

their expense. North Dakota has ex-

technologies. Each has a role to play. As 

focus on the future implications of our 
choices.

Long-term thinking — grounded 
-

try connections — is what I believe 
is missing from the Commission to-
day. The Public Service Commission’s 

-
ties it regulates. North Dakotans need 

businesses and industries that create 

-
omy grows — is exactly what the PSC 
should be doing. Ratepayers deserve 
a commissioner who understands that 
and has the independence to act on it. 
It's time to put public service back in the 
Public Service Commission.

What do you want to accomplish in 

I would establish a genuine public 
engagement process built around three 

-
-

not after key decisions have already 
-

-

analyses should be publicly available 
in plain language before hearings are 
held.

What do you feel are the top three 
issues that need to be addressed by 
the entity you are running for?

the right way.

If you get elected, how do you plan 
to commit time to this position out-
side of meetings?

be available to the public and will re-
spond to people’s inquiries and ques-
tions

Why should people vote for you?

dual monopolies of corporate power or 

Is there anything else you'd like the 
community to know about you?
Continued on next page


