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OLIVER COUNTY MEETING MINUTES
March 13th, 2026
OLIVER COUNTY COMMISSION PRO-
CEEDINGS were called to order at 1:03 PM 
with all members present.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Lee Husfloen moved and Dave Berger sec-
onded the motion to approve the agenda. 
All in favor, none opposed; motion carried. 
Dave Berger moved and Lee Husfloen sec-
onded the motion to approve the minutes 
of the February 10th, 2026 and March 4th, 
2026 meetings. All in favor, none opposed; 
motion carried. 
Lee Husfloen moved and Dave Berger sec-
onded the motion to approve the following 
bills for payment and approve the following 
bills previously paid. A roll call vote was held, 
with Dave Berger, aye, Lee Husfloen, aye, 
Rob Schmidt, aye; motion carried. 
ACME Tools-1257.42
Allstate Peterbilt of Bismarck-1717.07
Beulah Beacon-188.50
Butler Machinery-800.74
Center Machine Inc-673.16
Center Republican-848.23
Computer Express Inc-4915.83
Countryside Construction-4004.75
Factory Motor Parts-204.08
HZ Electric-7641.04
ITD-1190.65
K&M Repair-5126.94
Menards-225.75
Moore Engineering-5368.00
ND Clerks Association-100.00
NDDOT-865.58
NDACO-221.00
NDACO Resources Group-805.72
Linda Nelson-101.50
OK Tire Store-1206.09
Oliver Co. Clerk of Court-173.60
Pahlke Steel-1109.42
Quadient Finance-200.00
Quadient Leasing-209.49
Robert Gibb & Sons-348.00
Rud Oil & Gas-3451.89
Runnings Supply-1000.76
Richard Schmidt-885.98
Security First Agency of ND-11089.00
SRF Consulting-3066.67
UGPTI | NDLTAP-75.00
Raymond Hessler-777.00
The following bills previously paid were 
approved:
Aflac-128.52
AT&T Mobility-491.74
Beulah Fire District-499.31
Beulah Rural Fire Dept.-321.48
Beulah School Dist.-109720.72
Center-Stanton School Dist.-711334.18
Center Park Dist.-9185.63
City of Center-55653.40
Colonial Life & Accident Ins.-1100.43
Companion Life Ins.-399.23
William Corwin-1480.72
Cale Ferderer-300.00
Fidelity Security Life Ins. Company-58.06
Fort Clark Irrigation Dist.-169.50
Glen Ullin Rural Fire Dist.-649.81
Glen Ullin School Dist.-17318.10
T Jay Gustafson-7.79

Hazen Rural Fire Dist.-7154.18
Hazen School Dist.-92041.86
Liberty Business Systems-2494.87
MDU-1013.85
Mercer County Ambulance-8724.04
Merchants Bank-13.43
Morton County Auditor-7113.70
Morton County Council on Aging-25106.44
Nationwide Retirement-1851.00
ND State Treasurer-11499.34
New Salem-Almont School Dist.-50061.24
New Salem Ambulance-9659.31
New Salem Rural Fire Dist.-4915.27
Oliver County Ambulance-35418.55
Oliver County Historical Society-2988.01
Oliver County Rural Fire Dist.-16522.00
Oliver Soil Conservation-14124.38
Oliver County Treasurer-117754.91
Oliver County Water Resource Dist.-3446.80
Roughrider Electric-1285.18
Security First Bank of ND-74587.12
Stanton Rural Fire Dist.-292.29
SW Water Authority-82.07
Verizon Wireless-84.14
VISA-6410.55
Washburn Rural Ambulance Dist.-6634.45
Washburn Rural Fire Dist.-3252.70
Washburn School Dist.-97127.05
WRT-1386.76
Western Plains Public Health-19051.60
Payroll-82706.69
Discussion was held on a formal public com-
ment policy. Dave Berger moved and Lee 
Husfloen seconded the motion to approve 
the public comment policy. Discussion was 
held on the total time limit per meeting, which 
was presented at 30 minutes. Dave Berger 
moved and Lee Husfloen seconded the 
motion to amend the motion to state that the 
total time limit will be approved by a vote of 
the commission at each meeting. All in favor, 
none opposed; motion carried to approve 
the amendment. A vote was held on the 
amended motion. All in favor, none opposed; 
the public comment policy was approved. 
Portfolio Reports were given. 
Discussion was held on the old chairs in the 
courtroom. The Legion requested the chairs. 
The Commission decided to open the chairs 
for offers at the next meeting. 
Election updates were provided by the 
County Auditor. 
Dave Berger moved and Lee Husfloen sec-
onded the motion to appoint Linda Price to 
the Water Resource Board. All in favor, none 
opposed; motion carried. 
Discussion was held on the courthouse 
generator. 
Discussion was held on the Oliver County 
Community Foundation Grant. 
Sheriff’s Department updates were provid-
ed. Lee Husfloen moved and Dave Berger 
seconded the motion to purchase cell phone 
boosters for the Sheriff’s Department vehi-
cles for a total of $2646; all in favor, none 
opposed; motion carried. 
Chief Deputy Wenning provided a quote 
for a new vehicle, which includes the trade 
of the Chevrolet Silverado currently being 
used. The vehicle amounts to $44709 and 

the equipment amounts to $3264.34. All 
quotes are after the trade in. Dave Berger 
moved and Lee Husfloen seconded the 
motion to approve the purchase of the new 
Sheriff’s vehicle with the trade of the Chev-
rolet Silverado. All in favor, none opposed; 
motion carried. 
Discussion was held on the office admin 
position. As of March 13th, the position was 
filled and the new hire will start Monday, 
March 16th. 
Alice Grinsteinner, Oliver/Mercer HR/EM 
provided information on the legislative 
change from SB 2027 for the Flood Plain 
Ordinance. Lee Husfloen moved and Dave 
Berger seconded the motion to update the 
language of the Flood Plain ordinance to 
include the changes made to NDCC from 
legislative changes. All in favor, none op-
posed; motion carried. 
Discussion was held on the janitor position. 
Dave Berger moved and Lee Husfloen 
seconded the motion to approve hiring Re-
becca Bethke at the same rate of pay as the 
previous janitor. All in favor, none opposed; 
motion carried.
Discussion was held on a local raffle permit 
submitted by Burt Isaak for the Jyler Isaak 
Memorial Golf tournament. Due to questions 
of who can hold the raffle, no action was 
taken. 
Greg Petrick, BNI, requested the Commis-
sion to hold a special meeting the week 
of March 23rd to discussion the overpass 
project on 37th Ave. 
Kenny Rude, Road Superintendent, pre-
sented a list of equipment the shop would 
like to put up for bid. Dave Berger moved 
and Lee Husfloen seconded the motion to 
approve the following list of equipment to 
put up for bid, all in favor, none opposed; 
motion carried: 
2006 Sterling Truck – No plow or sander – 
Sold as is with a minimum bid of $5000
Motorgrader Wing Mower – unknown condi-
tion – sold as is
TD 2000 Ridge Mulcher – good working 
condition – sold as is
EV 990 Fuel Tank with DEF Tank and Pump 
– All Electric, Brand New with a minimum 
bid of $6000
International Dump Truck – low miles, works 
as should, ex-military unit – sold as is
International Semi – Cummins engine, runs 
good, 10 speed – sold as is
Load Trail Trailer – Tandem dually, needs 
work, 36 foot – sold as is
1400 JCB Backhoe – sold as is with a mini-
mum bid of $4000
Road restrictions are currently in place. Dave 
Berger moved and Lee Husfloen seconded 
the motion to approve the purchase of an AC 
machine for the shop for $3500. All in favor, 
none opposed; motion carried. 
All shop employees are trained in CPR. Ken-
ny Rude and Cort Schutt are getting certified 
for commercial pesticide spraying. 
Patty Koapke, Tax Equalization Director, 
presented abatements. Lee Husfloen and 
Dave Berger seconded the motion for abate-

ment # for 2024 for $1948.40 and for 2025 
for $2064.10.
Les Henke, resident, appeared before the 
Commission to speak on the .55 acres that 
was previously discussed at the Commission 
meeting. Kenny Rude spoke to the state and 
they will need to look into the issue further. 
Based on information received by the State’s 
Attorney, the topic of selling the .55 acres is 
more complicated as well, because the land 
could have a fair market value of more than 
$1000, the county cannot just sell the land 
back to Les Henke at a private sale and 
instead it must be put up for public sale. No 
action was taken until further information is 
received. 
Building Permit #1080 for John and Kimberly 
Dixon in Lot A within the W ½ of Section 12, 
141-82 for a Livestock Facility and Shop was 
presented. Lee Huslfoen moved and Dave 
Berger seconded the motion to approve 
Building Permit #1080. All in favor, none 
opposed; motion carried. 
Building Permit #1081 for Paula Peters within 
the SW ¼ of Section 1, 142-86 for a home 
addition was presented. Dave Berger moved 
and Lee Husfloen seconded the motion to 
approve Building Permit #1081. All in favor, 
none opposed; motion carried. 
Rick Aaser, presented to the Commission 
requesting a moratorium for data centers. 
Dave Berger read a letter from Brad Dahl 
regarding data centers. 
Patty Koapke read letters from the following 
residents: Keith & Phyllis Grosz, Cindy Aaser, 
and Katie Dagley regarding data centers. 
Rental Construction Bids were received from 
Baranko Bros’s Inc. Lee Husfloen moved and 
Dave Berger seconded the motion to accept 
the Rental Construction Equipment bid. All in 
favor, none opposed; motion carried. 
The Commission meeting entered into re-
cess at 2:34 pm. 
The Commission was called back into order 
at 2:42 pm. 
Fuel & Lubricant bids were received from 
Rud Oil & Propane and Fitterer Oil. Lee 
Husfloen moved and Dave Berger seconded 
the motion to accept all bids. All in favor, none 
opposed; motion carried. 
Gravel Crushing bids were received from 
Fischer Sand & Gravel, Sundre Sand & 
Gravel and Badlands Aggregate (no bid pa-
perwork arrived, but bid bond was opened). 
Dave Berger moved and Lee Husfloen 
seconded the motion to accept all bids. All in 
favor, none opposed; motion carried. 
The Solar Energy Facilities ordinance had 
it’s second reading. Lee Husfloen moved 
and Dave Berger seconded the motion to ap-
prove the Solar Energy Facilities ordinance. 
All in favor, none opposed; motion carried. 
Arlo Bakker, resident, asked for clarification 
on what would be considered a reasonable 
amount of time in regards to language in the 
Solar Energy Facilities ordinance. 
The Planning & Zoning By-Laws had it’s 
second reading. Public comments were re-
ceived by Rick Aaser (resident), Greg Maier 
(resident) and Milissa Meckle (resident), 

requesting clarification on language. Dave 
Berger moved and Lee Husfloen seconded 
the motion to approve the Planning & Zoning 
By-Laws with corrections to the membership 
language. All in favor, none opposed; motion 
carried. 
Ladd Erickson, McLean/Sheridan County 
State’s Attorney, presented information on 
data center ordinance language and mor-
atorium language and rules and provided a 
case law handout. 
Public comments were received in regards 
to the data center moratorium by Rick Aaser 
(resident), Milissa Meckle(resident), Josiah 
Geiger (resident), Patrick Waters (State’s 
Attorney), William Sherwin (resident), Brad 
Meckle (resident), Elizabeth Dagley (resi-
dent), Nathan Dagley (resident), Deb Berger 
(resident), Mark Dagley (resident), Nick Phil-
lips (Applied Digital), Rick Schmidt (resident/
school board), Arlo Bakker (resident), Lori 
Hammer (resident), Michael Berg for Weston 
Berg (resident), Tara Dukart (resident), Kurt 
Swenson (resident), Isaiah Geiger (resident), 
Eric Casson (city interim mayor), Senator 
Keith Boehm, Phyllis Grosz (resident), Lucas 
Wald (Edgeley resident).
The second reading of the Resolution 2026-
02 for Data Center and Cryptocurrency 
Mining Facilities moratorium was held with 
the 36-month recommendation from the 
Planning & Zoning Board. 
Discussion was held. Clarification was 
asked on time, due to the roughly 30 days 
needed to do public notices and hearing 
requirements and the time it would take to 
write the ordinance.
Dave Berger moved and Lee Husfloen sec-
onded the motion to approve a moratorium 
for 90 days. Dave Berger moved and Lee 
Husfloen seconded the motion to amend 
the moratorium to 180 days with the option 
to extend if needed and to have the Oliver 
County State’s Attorney with the help of other 
State’s Attorneys to draft the ordinance, ac-
cept public input and proceed with the public 
hearing and readings to move forward with 
the process. The amended motion reads: 
Dave Berger moved and Lee Huslfoen sec-
onded the motion to approve a moratorium 
for 180 days from the date of approval, with 
the option to extend if needed and to have 
the Oliver County State’s Attorney with the 
help of other State’s Attorneys to draft the 
ordinance, accept public input and sugges-
tions and proceed with the public hearing and 
readings upon completion. All in favor, none 
opposed; motion carried. 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:28 pm. 
The next meeting of the Oliver County Com-
mission will be at 1:00 PM, April 14th, 2026 at 
the Oliver County Courthouse meeting room.
Jaden Schmidt, Oliver County Auditor	
Robert Schmidt, Chairman of the Board

(04-23-2026)

SHILOH................................................................................................ contined from page 7Jeremy Samdahl named ND Legion 
Baseball Class B Commissioner

Jeremy Samdahl, of Park 
River, has been appointed as 
the North Dakota American 
Legion Baseball Class B 
Commissioner by the legion’s 
athletic committee.

Samdahl has been an 
active member of American 
Legion Post 147 in Park River 
for the past eight years. He 
brings a strong background 
of leadership, service, and 
dedication to 

youth athletics to his new 
role.

A U.S. Coast Guard veteran, 
Samdahl served from 2000 to 
2005, including deployments 
in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
His commitment to service 
has continued beyond his 
military career through his 
long-standing involvement in 

baseball.
Growing up as a player 

himself, Samdahl has 
accumulated more than 17 
years of coaching experience, 
collaborating with athletes 
ages 8 to 15 in North Dakota 
and South Carolina. His 
passion for the game and focus 
on youth development have 
made a lasting impact on the 
players and communities he 
has served.
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MANAGER

JEREMY SAMDAHL

victory.
The Cardinals’ ability to 

rebound from the Shiloh 
Christian loss highlighted both 
their resilience and potential. 
After struggling offensively 
in the first game, Washburn/
Wilton/Center-Stanton 
responded with one of its most 
productive performances of the 
season.

The contrast between the two 
games also underscored the 
importance of consistency, as 
the Cardinals showed what they 
are capable of when all aspects 
of their game come together.

With contributions up and 
down the lineup and strong 
pitching performances, 
Washburn/Wilton/Center-
Stanton will look to build on the 
momentum of the Ray victory as 
the season continues.

If the Cardinals can maintain 
that level of execution, they 
could quickly turn early-season 

lessons into sustained success 
moving forward.

GAME STATS
Thursday April 16 @ Shiloh 

Christian 
                1   2   3   4  5   R  H   E
WWCS   0   0   0  1  0    1    1   2
SCHS     1   0    2  9  X   12  8   1     

Cardinals Stats:
Hudson Wolff 0-2 1 walk 
Oscar Wood 0-3 
Ethan Retterath 1-1 1 walk 
Tanner Fiedler 0-2 
Brady Vollmuth 0-2 
River Kjelstrup 0-1 1 walk 
Logan Hansen 0-2 
Jaren Thompson 0-2 
Chase Becher 0-2 

Pitching:
Ethan Retterath 3.2 IP 6 hits 

8 runs 7 ER 2 walks 7 strikeouts 
Hudson Wolff 0.1 IP 2 hits 4 

runs 0 ER 3 walks 0 strikeouts 

Monday April 20 vs Ray
                 1   2   3   4   5  R  H  E
RHS        0   0   0   1   0  1   5   0
WWCS    5   0   0   2  4  11 12  0

Cardinals Stats: 
Brady Vollmuth 1-2 2 walks 
Tanner Fiedler 1-2 1 walk 
Chase Becher 0-1 1 walk 
Ethan Retterath 3-4 1 RBI 
Hudson Wolff 1-4 2 RBI 
River Kjelstrup 2-3 
Oscar Wood 2-4 4 RBI 
Logan Hansen 1-1 1 walk 
Jaxson Solomonson 0-1 
Jeran Thompson 1-3 

Pitching:
Logan Hansen 3.2 IP 5 hits 1 

run 1 ER 1 walk 3 strikeouts 
Liam Solomonson 0.1 IP 

0 hits 0 runs 0 ER 0 walks 1 
strikeout 

Jaxson Solomonson 1.0 IP 
0 hits 0 runs 0 ER 0 walks 2 
strikeouts 
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