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Prairie Fare: A New Year’s
Resolution For An Old Friend

By Julie Garden-Robinson,
Food and Nutrition Specialist,
NDSU Extension

I had a conversation with an old
friend of mine on Zoom. I have known
him since childhood when I'd leave
him a couple of spritz cookies and a
glass of milk every year.

“Did you find your gift under the
tree?” he asked.

“Yes, thank you! You know I col-
lect dachshund figurines. I liked his
red suit with white trim,” I replied.

“His suit looks a lot like mine, but
mine is a bit tattered after that cross-
the-world journey,” he noted.

That’s a long night, and in all those
different temperatures.

“I dress in layers, and I always
carry a winter-survival kit,” he said.
“Living in North Dakota, you prob-
ably know all about this.”

“I certainly do. We've already had
a couple of blizzards this year,” I re-
ported.

“Unfortunately, my suit is a little
snug, actually, it’s really tight!" he
admitted. "Eating cookies at all those
stops almost caused me to get stuck in
a couple of chimneys.”

I suggested that he eat some car-
rots left out for the reindeer next year.

“Ho hoho! I will make a note of
that,” he said. “Rudy, Comet and Cu-
pid were sneaking cookies, and they
could barely propel themselves in the
air over France.”

“I guess we all need to leave out
more veggies for you next year,” I re-
marked.

On a more serious note, he told me
his blood pressure has been increas-
ing, and his doctor said he had predia-
betes.

“Im thinking of checking out
those weight-loss injections," he said.
"What do you think of that?”

I told him that they seem to work
well for some people, especially for
those with pre-existing conditions
like diabetes or heart failure. There
can be side effects, including nausea
and gastrointestinal symptoms.

Some people experience issues
with their pancreas or kidneys. Be
sure to have a conversation with your
health care provider and do your re-
search.

“If you want to lose some pounds,
consider a visit with a registered dieti-
tian or joining a weight loss support
group,” I suggested.

“That seems like a lot of work,” he
replied with a grin.

“Slow, steady weight loss of %
pound to 2 pounds a week with long-
term lifestyle changes works well for
many,” I said.

Getting 30 to 60 minutes of physi-
cal activity can be a key to strength-
ening your heart, losing weight and
reducing your risk of diseases. In fact,
losing just 5 percent to 7 percent of
your body weight could reverse a pre-
diabetes diagnosis.

“I want to get serious about this
in the new year. You keep up with
the research, don’t you? What do we
know about successful weight loss?”
he asked.

The National Weight Control Reg-
istry has tracked long-term weight
loss in the U.S.

“The researchers have noted that
preparing low-calorie meals at home
was one of the keys to success. Eating
breakfast every day and monitoring
your weight were important to their

success,” I continued.

“I don’t like to write things down,”
he noted.

We can use technology to help
track our food and fitness on apps on
our phones or other devices.

“Mrs. Claus gave me a new watch
that tracks everything, including my
heart rate, sleep and food intake,” he
said. “I guess that was a pretty big
hint.”

Having a partner in the process is
always helpful.

“Consider cooking healthy meals
together and going cross-country ski-
ing at the North Pole,” I said. “I think
it’s even colder there than the Mid-
west!”

“Ho hoho! That it is! It was minus
40 Fahrenheit last week, but I have a
block heater on my sleigh,” he said.

“Our Zoom connection has been
good today, Santa,” I said. “We have
some Field to Fork webinars begin-
ning in February about growing and
preparing healthy vegetables.”

“We also have Nourish modules
about healthy eating that groups can
participate in. Look up www.ag.ndsu.
edu/food to see our resources. There’s
even a module called Pets and Health.
I guess that would include reindeer.”

“Thanks for all the tips, Julie. You
be good and have a great year!” he ex-
claimed.

I left him with a recipe from our
friends at Iowa State University to en-
joy with Mrs. Claus and the elves.

Veggie Dip

2 containers (5.3 ounces) plain
Greek yogurt

1 green onion, thinly sliced

2 teaspoons dried parsley flakes

% teaspoon salt

Ya teaspoon ground black pepper

Va teaspoon garlic powder

Assorted vegetables (carrots, broc-
coli, bell pepper strips, etc.)

Stir all ingredients together. Re-
frigerate for several hours and serve
with a variety of vegetables.

Makes 10 servings. Each 2-table-
spoon serving has 20 calories, 0 grams
fat, 2 g carbohydrate, 2 g protein and
130 milligrams sodium.
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Court File No. 312025-PR-00163
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
MOUNTRAIL COUNTY,
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
In the Matter of the Estate of
Michael Joseph Zmuda a/k/a Michael
Joseph Zmuda Jr., deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE IS GIVEN that the under-
signed has been appointed Personal Rep-
resentative of the above estate. All per-
sons having claims against the deceased
are required to present their claims within
three (3) months after the date of the first
publication of this Notice or claims will
be forever barred. Claims must either be
presented to Deborah Ann Zmuda f/k/a
Deborah Ann Johnson at the address list-
ed below or filed with the Court.
Dated: January 6th, 2026.
By: /s/ Deborah Ann Zmuda
Deborah Ann Zmuda
f/k/a Deborah Ann Johnson
Personal Representative
878 113th Lane NE
Blaine, Minnesota 55434
Thaddeus E. Swanson (ND ID #08189)
NILLES LAW FIRM
1800 Radisson Tower
201 5th St. N.
P.O. Box 2626
Fargo, ND 58208
Tel: 701-237-5544
tswanson@nilleslaw.com
Attorneys for Personal Representative
First publication on the 14th day of
January, 2026.
Jan. 14, 21, 28, 2026

Proceedings Of The Board
Of County Commissioners

PROCEEDINGS OF THE
MOUNTRAIL COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

1. OPENING & ROLL CALL

The Board met in regular session on
Tuesday, December 16, 2025 at 9:00 A.M.
in the Emergency/Community Room,
Mountrail County Courthouse, Stanley ND
with Commissioners Trudy Ruland, Jason
Rice, Wayne Olson, Joan Hollekim and
John DeGroot present. State’s Attorney,
Wade Enget was present.

Chairman Ruland called the meeting
to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was re-
cited.

2. BUSINESS

A. AGENDA

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Olson, to review and approve
the agenda as corrected. Upon roll call, all
present voted yes. Motion carried.

B. MINUTES

Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by
Comm. DeGroot, to approve the minutes
of the December 2, 2025 meeting as cor-
rected. Upon roll call, all present voted yes.
Motion carried.

C. FEES

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. Rice, to approve the November
fees for the Sheriff, Corrections and Clerk
of Court. Upon roll call, Ruland, Rice, Hol-
lekim, DeGroot and Olson voted yes. Mo-
tion carried.

D. PAYROLL

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the ap-
pointed officials paid leave for November.
Upon roll call, Ruland, Rice, Olson, Hol-
lekim and DeGroot voted yes. Motion car-
ried.

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the sal-
ary increase form for a promotion with a
banding/grading change for Ann Gustafson
as a Clerk II with the Auditor/HR from a
B22 to a B23 to the amount of $32.93 per
hour/$68,498 per year. Upon roll call, Rice,
Olson, DeGroot, Ruland and Hollekim vot-
ed yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve the regular
full-time employee classification for San-
dra Abrahamson as the Assistant Correc-
tional Administrator with Corrections in
the amount of $45.33 per hour/$94,280 per
year. Upon roll call, DeGroot, Hollekim,
Rice, Olson and Ruland voted yes. Motion
carried.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve the salary in-
crease form for a promotion with a band-
ing/grading change for Troy Maurer as a
Chief Correctional Officer with Correc-
tions from a B31 to a C41 to the amount
of $36.89 per hour/$76,741 per year. Upon
roll call, Olson, Ruland, Hollekim, De-
Groot and Rice voted yes. Motion carried.

E. COULEE VILLAGE PLAT

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve allowing the
Auditor and Chairman sign the plat for Lot
1A & 1B of Block 3 being a re-plat of Lots
1-15 & vacated alleyways of Block 3 with-
in Coulee, ND, located in Governments
Lots 3 & 4, Section 2, Township 158N,
Range 88W. Upon roll call, DeGroot, Hol-
lekim, Rice, Olson and Ruland voted yes.
Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. Hollekim, to approve the advertis-
ing for the vacationing of the streets/alleys
in Coulee Village that pertain to the plat.
Upon roll call, Olson, Ruland, Hollekim,
DeGroot and Rice voted yes. Motion car-
ried.

F. JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Hollekim, to approve the sign-
ing of the Joint Powers Agreement for
Levy Relief with Job Development Au-
thority & Water Resource District. Upon
roll call, DeGroot, Ruland, Olson, Rice and
Hollekim voted yes. Motion carried.

G. TRANSFER

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. DeGroot, to approve the transfer
for the 2025 insurance premium from Road
& Bridge Fund totaling $107,254; County
Park Fund totaling $9,202 & Weed Control
Fund totaling $11,612 to the General Fund
totaling $128,068. Upon roll call, Hol-
lekim, Rice, Olson, DeGroot and Ruland
voted yes. Motion carried.

H. LIQUOR LICENSE

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the liquor
licenses for the 2026 year for The Riv,
Superpumper, Whiskey Flats, and T&T
Investments pending the completion of pa-
perwork.  Upon roll call, Rice, DeGroot,
Hollekim, Ruland and Olson voted yes.
Motion carried.

1. APPOINTMENTS

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. Rice, to approve appointing Wil-
liam Woods Jr. on the Mountrail County
Housing Authority for a 5 year term;

Nichole Thomas & Dale Patten on the
Mountrail McKenzie County Human Ser-
vice Zone for a 3 year term; Darren Lerohl,
William Wilber & Kristin Jaeger on the Job
Development Authority (JDA) for a 3 year
term; Eric Jaeger on the Park Board for a 3
year term; Darren Lerohl, & Arlo Borud on
the Planning & Zoning Board for a 4 year
term; Tara Uran & Charlie Sorenson on the
Soils Board for 3 year term; Lee McGin-
nity & Jaye Sandstrom on the Water Re-
source District Board for a 3 year term &
John Woodbury on the Weed Board for a 4
year term. Upon roll call, DeGroot, Olson,
Ruland, Rice and Hollekim voted yes. Mo-
tion carried.

J. DATES 2026

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the Com-
missioner meeting dates for the 2026 year.
Upon roll call, all present voted yes. Mo-
tion carried.

K. SPECIAL MEETING

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the special
meeting to be held on December 31, 2025
at 7:45 a.m. for approval of year end bills.
Upon roll call, all present voted yes. Mo-
tion carried.

L. BILLS

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. Rice, to approve the bills total-
ing $813,399.77 & November 23 through
December 6 payroll, checks #20164-
20170 and direct deposits #1-168 total-
ing $595,244.32. Upon roll call, Ruland,
Olson, Rice, DeGroot and Hollekim
voted yes. Motion carried. (A complete
list of bills is posted on a regular basis on
the Mountrail County website @ www.
co.mountrail.nd.us under the County Com-
missioner heading and/or are available for
review in the Auditor’s Office during nor-
mal business hours).

M. BOARD CONCERNS

Comm. Hollekim reviewed the fire and
ambulance districts valuation breakdown.

3. APPOINTMENTS SCHEDULED

9:15AM.

Lynnette Vachal, Extension Agent met
with the board for approval of the Meat
judging team for out of state travel to uti-
lize the suburban January 6-11th to the
Denver National Western Stock Show.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve the out of state
travel for the meat judging team on Janu-
ary 6-11th to the Denver National Western
Stock Show. Upon roll call, Ruland, Rice,
Olson, DeGroot and Hollekim voted yes.
Motion carried.

9:20 AM.

Laurie Johnson, Correctional Adminis-
trator met with the board to discuss amend-
ing the 2026 budget and discussion on the
implementation of the grant received from
North Dakota Department of Corrections
& Rehabilitation-FY 2026 Correctional
Facility Grant Program (CFGP).

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. Olson, to approve the 2026 Cor-
rectional budget amendments of salaries
for an increase of $62,627.56 & $37,343
for a grant that was approved. Upon roll
call, Hollekim, Ruland, Rice, Olson and
DeGroot voted yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by
Comm. DeGroot, to approve the grant
monies from Correctional Facility Grant
Program (CFGP) totaling $37,343. Upon
roll call, Ruland, Rice, Olson, Hollekim
and DeGroot voted yes. Motion carried.

9:30 AM.

Corey Bristol, Sheriff met with the
board to discuss amending the 2025 budget
for equipment to upgrade radars and sup-
plied a quote for a bullet proof glass enclo-
sure for the security desk. The adjustment
would be between accounts within the bud-
get and there would be no increase in the
total budget amount.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve amending
the 2025 budget line item under equipment
fund for the purchase of 10 radars totaling
$37,740 under the state bid. Upon roll call,
Rice, Olson, DeGroot, Ruland and Holle-
kim voted yes. Motion carried.

Sheriff Bristol supplied the only quote
from Fargo Glass & Paint Co. due to no
other local companies in ND available for
a bid.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Olson, to approve the quote
from Fargo Glass & Paint Co. totaling
$35,521 for the security bulletproof closure
and $2,136 for the 24/7 testing location for
new glass & door cutout. Upon roll call,
Ruland, Rice, Olson, Hollekim and De-
Groot voted yes. Motion carried.

9:35 A M.

Ethan Stein, Plaza Fire Department
presented quotes for two grass fire trucks.
Mr. Stein requested assistance from the
County for two (2) cabs and chassis at a
cost of $120,000 ($60,000 each) as per
quote from Prairie Ford and for the flat bed
and equipment at a cost of $120,172.66

($60,086,33 each) as per quote from Patriot
Fire & Safety.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve the request
from the Plaza Rural Fire District for as-
sistance for the purchase of 2 grass fire
trucks from the Fire and Ambulance Fund
at a cost not exceeding $242,000. Upon
roll call, Hollekim, DeGroot, Ruland, Rice
voted yes and Olson abstained. Motion car-
ried.

9:40 AM.

Rachel Johnson, Benjamin Robertson
& Dan Sanchez with Robertson Counsel-
ing supplied information to the board con-
cerning the counseling plan for the county.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve to enter
into an agreement with Robertson Counsel-
ing for counseling within the Correctional
Facility, court ordered assessments and Hu-
man Service Zone including supplying an
office space in the Memorial Building with
services beginning January 1, 2026. Upon
roll call, Olson, DeGroot, Ruland, Rice and
Hollekim voted yes. Motion carried.

10:10 A.M.

Jana Hennessy, Road & Bridge (R&B)
Engineer and Mary Omar, R&B Accoun-
tant met to discuss Road & Bridge.

1.40TH ST NW

Engineer Hennessy gave an update on
the public meeting held on 40th St NW.

Engineer Hennessy also discussed the
temporary construction license with the US
Army Corps of Engineers totaling $1,125.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the signing
of the temporary construction license with
the US Corps of Engineers totaling $1,125
for 40th St NW. Upon roll call, DeGroot,
Rice, Olson, Hollekim and Ruland voted
yes. Motion carried.

2. CR10 RECONSTRUCTION-WEST
PHASE & CR10/CR11 PAVING

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Olson, to approve signing the
Construction Agreement between Martin
Construction Inc. and Mountrail County
for CR10 Reconstruction West Phase &
CR10/CR11 Paving. Upon roll call, Rice,
Olson, DeGroot, Ruland and Hollekim
voted yes. Motion carried.

3. OLD HWY 2/PROJECT NO.
02(64)25

Engineer Hennessy discussed the dif-
ferent design options for Old Highway 2
Project No. 02(64)25, from Palermo to
Blaisdell.

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. Hollekim, to approve alternative B:
reconstruct the roadway with a new bitu-
minous surface which would include sliver
widening, rehabilitation of the centerline
culverts and replacement of the approach
culverts for Old Highway 2 Project No.
02(64)25. Upon roll call, Olson, Hollekim,
Ruland, Rice and DeGroot voted yes. Mo-
tion carried.

4. CR3 PALERMO SPUR PROJECT
NO. 03(71)23

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve change order
#3 with Knife River Materials totaling
$7,013.30 for CR3 Palermo Spur Project
No. 03(71)23. Upon roll call, Rice, Olson,
Hollekim, DeGroot and Ruland voted yes.
Motion carried.

5. CR15 RAILROAD CROSSING

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve sending the let-
ter to the NDDOT Highway Rail Crossing
Safety Manager & Public Service Com-
mission concerning the CR15 (Van Hook
Road), 82nd Ave NW railroad crossing
condition. Upon roll call, all present voted
yes. Motion carried.

6. NEW PLOW TRUCK

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve the MN Dot
for the state bid from Bert’s Truck Equip-
ment for a Bonnell dump body totaling
$228,011. Upon roll call, Ruland, Holle-
kim, DeGroot, Rice and Olson voted yes.
Motion carried.

7.209 & 213 TRANSFER

Mary Omar, R&B Accountant dis-
cussed the remaining 213 (R&B Capital
Projects for Construction & Engineering)
contracts & the 2025 Capital Projects for
Machinery and equipment.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer
from R&B Fund to R&B Capital Equip-
ment for 2025 John Deere Loader total-
ing $227,004. Upon roll call, Rice, Olson,
DeGroot, Hollekim and Ruland voted yes.
Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer
from R&B Fund to R&B Capital Equip-
ment for 2025 Plow Truck Body totaling
$228,011. Upon roll call, Ruland, Holle-
kim, Rice, Olson and DeGroot voted yes.
Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer from
Capital Projects for CR 12-Plaza to Dairy
Road Project 12(42)22 to R&B Fund total-
ing $5,358,516.69. Upon roll call, Rice,
Olson, Hollekim, DeGroot, and Ruland
voted yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the trans-
fer from Capital Projects for Cottonwood

Lake Bridge Project B31(056) to R&B
Fund totaling $244,438.58 & from R&B
Fund to Capital Projects for Cottonwood
Lake Bridge Project BR11408 totaling
$351,111.92. Upon roll call, Olson, De-
Groot, Ruland, Hollekim and Rice voted
yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer
from R&B Fund to Capital Projects Paul-
son Creek Bridge BR10409 Construction
Contract totaling $450,359.05. Upon roll
call, DeGroot, Ruland Rice, Olson and
Hollekim voted yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm Olson, to approve the transfer
from R&B Fund to Capital Projects for
PM2025 Chip Seal totaling $239,910.52.
Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, DeGroot, Ru-
land and Hollekim voted yes. Motion car-
ried.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded
by Comm. Olson, to approve the transfer
from R&B Fund to Capital Projects for CR
1 Project 01(62)23 Construction Contract
totaling $2,878,325.64. Upon roll call,
Hollekim, Ruland, Rice, Olson and De-
Groot voted yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. Hollekim, to approve the transfer
from R&B Fund to Capital Projects for CR
11 Project 11(67)23 balance of Construc-
tion Contract totaling $646,199.99. Upon
roll call, Ruland, Rice, Olson, Hollekim
and DeGroot voted yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by
Comm. DeGroot, to approve the transfer
from R&B Fund to Capital Projects for
CR3 Project 03(71)23-Construction Proj-
ect Contracts totaling $18,248,871.18.
Upon roll call, Olson, DeGroot, Hollekim,
Ruland, and Rice voted yes. Motion car-
ried.

8. TOWNSHIP ASSISTANCE COST

R&B Accountant Omar discussed the
township assistance cost vs. actual cost for
assistance.

9. MISCELLANEOUS

Discussion was held on Robert Hamers
letter concerning the road complaints. En-
gineer Hennessy stated she has responded
several times with more complaints and
has invited Mr. Hamers to meet in person.
The recommendation of the board was to
have Engineer Hennessy send another let-
ter.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT

No one had any comments.

5. ADJOURN

The Board adjourned at 11:15 A.M.
to meet in special session on Wednesday,
December 31, 2025 at 7:45 A.M. Accepted
and approved this 6th day of January, 2026.
Trudy Ruland, Chairman
Mountrail County Commissioner

Stephanie A. Pappa
Mountrail County Auditor
PROCEEDINGS OF THE
MOUNTRAIL COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

1. OPENING & ROLL CALL

The Board met in special session on
Wednesday, December 31, 2025 at 7:45
AM. via gotomeeting and Emergency/
Community Room, Mountrail County
Courthouse, Stanley ND with Commis-
sioners Joan Hollekim, John DeGroot,
Trudy Ruland, Jason Rice and Wayne Ol-
son present via GoToMeeting. Wade Enget,
State’s Attorney was present.

Chairman Ruland called the meeting
to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was re-
cited.

2. BUSINESS

A. TRANSFER

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the transfer
from the General Fund Rural Fire & Am-
bulance Assistance Department Equipment
to the 2026 General Capital Equipment for
Parshall Ambulance totaling $305,694 &
Plaza Fire totaling $242,000 with a grand
total of $547,694. Upon roll call, Hol-
lekim, Ruland, Rice, Olson and DeGroot
voted yes. Motion carried.

B. LETTER OF SUPPORT

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by
Comm. DeGroot, to approve signing of the
letter of support for the American Legion
Post 290 remodel and new construction in
New Town. Upon roll call, Rice, Ruland,
Hollekim, DeGroot and Olson voted yes.
Motion carried.

C.BILLS

Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by
Comm. Hollekim, to approve the bills to-
taling $579,273.19. Upon roll call, Ru-
land, Hollekim, Olson, DeGroot and Rice
voted yes. Motion carried. (A complete
list of bills is posted on a regular basis on
the Mountrail County website @ www.
co.mountrail.nd.us under the County Com-
missioner heading and/or are available for
review in the Auditor’s Office during nor-
mal business hours).

3. ADJOURN

The Board adjourned at 7:52 A.M. to
meet in regular session on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 6, 2026 at 9:00 A.M. Accepted and ap-
proved this 6th day of January, 2026.
Trudy Ruland, Chairman
Mountrail County Commissioner

Stephanie A. Pappa
Mountrail County Auditor
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PROPERTY FOR SALE ON BIDS

NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN, that the
City of Stanley, North Dakota (Seller) is
calling for interested qualified persons
to submit sealed bids for the sale of City
owned real estate situated in Mountrail
County, North Dakota which is legally de-
scribed as follows:

PARCEL #, LEGAL DESCRIPTION,
ACRES, STREET ADDRESS

61-0093937, LOT 27, REPLAT OF
JOHN RIAN ADDITION, PHASE 1,
CITY OF STANLEY, .52 ACRES, 131
PRAIRIE DRIVE

61-0093939, REPLAT OF LOT 28 OF
THE REPLAT OF JOHN RIAN ADDI-
TION PHASE 1, CITY OF STANLEY, .66
ACRES, 121 PRAIRIE DRIVE

61-0093943, LOT 30, REPLAT OF
JOHN RIAN ADDITION PHASE 1, CITY
OF STANLEY, 1.38 ACRES, 11 PRAIRIE
DRIVE

61-0093945, LOT 31, REPLAT OF
JOHN RIAN ADDITION PHASE 1, CITY
OF STANLEY, .23 ACRES, 198 ADE-
LINE DRIVE

61-0093955, LOT 41, REPLAT OF
JOHN RIAN ADDITION PHASE 1, CITY
OF STANLEY, .21 ACRES, 302 ADE-
LINE DRIVE

61-0093956, LOT 42, REPLAT OF
JOHN RIAN ADDITION, PHASE 1,
CITY OF STANLEY, .29 ACRES, 301
ADELINE DRIVE

1. The property will be sold at auction
to the highest bidder. Upon award of bid
to the highest bidder, cashier’s check must
be deposited with the Stanley City Auditor
as set forth in the terms in Section 8. Any
questions of legal nature should be dis-
cussed with an attorney.

2. The descriptions provided are based
on the Official Records of the Mountrail
County Recorder’s Office and are pre-
sumed to be correct.

3. BID SUBMITTAL: All bids must be
submitted on a form provided by the City
of Stanley. Bid packets are available from
the Stanley City Auditor, 221 South Main
Street, Stanley, ND 58784. All bids must be
in a sealed envelope, and the face of the en-
velope shall be clearly marked “SEALED
BID FOR PARCEL (Identify Par-
cel #) with the name and phone number of
bidder. If bidder is submitting bid for more
than one parcel, each parcel must be sub-
mitted in a separate envelope. All bids must
be submitted as follows:

City of Stanley

Attn: City Auditor

P.O. Box 249

Stanley, ND 58784

Or hand delivered to:

City Auditor

221 South Main Street

Stanley, ND 58784

A minimum bid is required as follows:

Parcel #61-0093937 - Lot 27 - $12,384

Parcel #61-0093939 - Lot 28 - $16,978

Parcel #61-0093943 - Lot 30 - $19,658

Parcel #61-0093945 - Lot 31 - $6,440

Parcel #61-0093955 - Lot 41- $6,165

Parcel #61-0093956 - Lot 42 - $7,115

Bids must include:

a. Bidder’s full name, address, tele-
phone number and email address;

b. If bidding as a business entity, proof
of authority to submit bid;

c¢. Bid amount in US Dollars;

d. Cashier’s check in the amount of 5%
of the minimum bid required as a guarantee
to purchase if awarded bid

e. Disclosure of the following relation-
ships:

i. If they currently serve as Mayor or
City Council Member of Stanley (collec-
tively “City of Stanley Governing Board”)

il. If they are a family member or rela-
tive of any current City of Stanley Govern-
ing Board member

iii. If they are employed by the City of
Stanley

iv. If the bidder is a business entity (cor-
poration, LLC, partnership, or other orga-
nization), it must disclose if any owner,
officer, director, or principal has any of the
relationships described above with the City
of Stanley Governing Board or their family
members/relatives; and

f. Bidder’s signature and date.

Sealed bids must be delivered before
1:00 P.M. on Monday, February 2, 2026.
Any bids received after the deadline will be
returned unopened.

4. BID OPENING: Bids will be
opened Monday, February 2, 2026, at
4:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers at
City Hall (221 South Main Street, Stanley,
North Dakota). The Stanley City Council
will take appropriate action on bids at their
February 10, 2026, regular meeting.

5. DELINQUENT TAX OATH:
North Dakota state law requires all bidders
to qualify by completing an affidavit cer-
tifying that you have no previous or cur-
rent delinquent property taxes in any ND
County. No individual, corporate entity,
beneficial owner, agent or employee of a
corporate entity having delinquent prop-
erty taxes at any time may qualify to place
a bid. The Stanley City Auditor will review
the Delinquent Tax Oath of potential bid-
ders. If the Stanley City Auditor does not
verify the Delinquent Tax Oath, the bidder
will be disqualified from purchasing the
Property and the City may award the bid to
another bidder.

6. NO WARRANTY OF TITLE: The
Seller DOES NOT WARRANT TITLE.
The City does not warrant the condition
of any aspect of the properties, makes no
representations with respect to the title or
use of the properties, and will sell the prop-
erties in “where is” and “as is” condition.
Prospective Purchasers are urged to exam-
ine the title, location and desirability of the
Property available to their own satisfaction
prior to the sale. The Seller makes no guar-
antee, expressed or implied, relative to the
title, location or condition of the properties
for sale. The Seller assumes no liability for
any other possible liens, encumbrances or
easements, recorded or not recorded.

7. LIENS: Prospective bidders are
advised that some assessments which are
levied by agencies or offices other than
the Seller may still be outstanding after the
sale. When property is sold at public auc-
tion on which the IRS holds a tax lien, the
United States has the right of redemption
for 120 days from the date of such sale ac-
cording to 26 USC 3712(g) and 7425(d).
The IRS will pay the actual amount paid
for the property by the bidder, plus interest
at 6.00% per annum from the date of sale,
plus the expenses of sale that exceed any
income received from the property. Seller
has no knowledge of liens or the Property
and assumes no liability for any possible
liens.

8. PAYMENT: The successful bidder
must make payment in full by certified ca-
shier’s check within ten (10) business days
of notification of award. Quit Claim Deed
will not be signed and delivered by the City
of Stanley until payment is made. Success-
ful bidder forfeits bid deposit and any/all
rights to the property for failure to provide
payment within the designated timeframe.

9. The sale of this property should not,
in any way, be equated to real estate sales

by licensed salesmen, brokers or realtors.
The City of Stanley cannot guarantee the
condition of the property nor assume any
responsibility for conformance to codes,
permits or zoning ordinances. Prospective
Purchasers are encouraged to inspect the
property before investing. The burden is
on the Purchaser to thoroughly research,
before the sale, any matters relevant to his
or her decision to purchase. Your bid is an
irrevocable offer to purchase the asset.

10. To inspect the property, prospective
bidders must contact the Planning and Zon-
ing Administrator, Amanda Dennis, to set
up an appointment. Prospective bidders are
not permitted to enter the property without
prior approval from the Planning and Zon-
ing Administrator. Amanda Dennis can be
reached at (701)628-2225.

11. To determine the amount of real es-
tate taxes or special assessments, prospec-
tive bidders must contact the City Auditor,
Ada Arneson.

12. Successful bidder shall state in writ-
ing the name(s) and address(es) in which
the Quit Claim Deed shall be issued. Note
that the property will be deeded in the name
of the bidder unless the bidder has written,
signed permission from another party to
record the deed in their name. (There is a
recording fee of $20.00 per document).

13. An original Quit Claim Deed will
be mailed to the Purchaser to sign and re-
turn to the City Auditor, who will have the
Mayor of the City of Stanley sign after the
completion of the terms. The City Auditor
will then have the Mountrail County Re-
corder send the original deed to the owner
after recording is completed.

14. All future Real Estate Taxes, in-
cluding special assessments, shall be paid
by Purchaser.

15. The successful bidder shall not take
possession, make improvements, or make
any alterations to the property until such
time as they have received a fully executed
Quit Claim Deed which has been recorded.

16. The Purchaser agrees to ensure that
all construction, renovations, repairs, or
improvements to the Property in the future
will comply with all applicable state and
local building codes, zoning regulations,
health and safety requirements, and occu-
pancy standards. The Purchaser must ob-
tain all necessary permits, inspections, and
certifications as required by law.

17. For a Bid Form and other docu-
ments necessary to submit a bid, please
contact the City Auditor at ada@stanleynd.
us or 701.628.2232.

18. _The City of Stanley reserves the
right to reject any and all bids for any or
no reason, to hold bids for thirty (30) days
before awarding, to waive irregularities, to
modify the manner of sale, and to accept
any bid whenever it is in the best interest
of the City of Stanley. Bidding requirements
are set forth in Chapter 1, Article 8 of the
City of Stanley Ordinances.

Jan. 7, 14, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY
THE MOUNTRAIL COUNTY PLAN-
NING & ZONING BOARD OF MOUN-
TRAIL COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA,
THAT THE FOLLOWING LAND DE-
VELOPMENT CODE BE ENACTED

An Ordinance to Amend portions
throughout and add Data Centers and Bat-
tery Energy Storage Systems to the Moun-
trail County Land Development Code re-
garding the Zoning in Mountrail County,
as Allowed by Chapter 11-33 and 11-33.2
of the North Dakota Century Code.

Please take NOTICE that Moun-
trail County has the Land Development
Code, which will supersede the existing
Mountrail County Land Development
Code upon final approval, on file with
the Mountrail County Planning & Zon-
ing Administrator at 101 N Main Street,
Stanley, North Dakota. If you would like
accommodations to view the proposed
Land Development Code, please call 701-
628-2909, or submit your request by mail
to P.O. Box 248, Stanley, North Dakota,
58784, or submit your request by email to
melissav@co.mountrail.nd.us. The pro-
posed Land Development Code may also
be accessed and viewed by using the fol-
lowing link: www.mountrailcounty.org,
then clicking on the Planning & Zoning
Directory page.

Penalty

Mountrail County may institute any
appropriate action:

1. To prevent such unlawful erection,
construction, reconstruction, alteration,
repair, conversion, maintenance, or use.

2. To restrain, correct, or abate such
violations.

3. To prevent the occupancy of the
building, structure, or land.

4. To prevent any illegal act, conduct,
business, or use in or about such premises.

Further, anyone who violates the pro-
visions of this Code or fails to comply with
any of its requirements shall be charged an
administrative fee(s) as established by the
Board of County Commissioners. Moun-
trail County may institute any appropriate
action or proceedings for the collection of
said fee.

All fees and penalties established by
this Code shall be credited to the General
Fund of Mountrail County, North Dakota.

EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Land Development Code shall
take effect and be in force from and after
final passage with the Mountrail County
Commissioners, and due publication ac-
cording to law.

Dated this 7th day of January, 2026.
Charlie Sorenson, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

ATTEST:
Melissa Vachal
Planning & Zoning Administrator

First Reading: January 26, 2026

Second Reading: February 23, 2026

Publication Dates: January 14th and
215t 2026

Jan. 14, 21, 2026
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