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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
MOUNTRAIL COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS
1. OPENING & ROLL CALL

The Board met in regular session on 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026 at 9:00 A.M. in 
the Emergency/Community Room, Moun-
trail County Courthouse, Stanley ND with 
Commissioners Trudy Ruland, Wayne 
Olson, Joan Hollekim, John DeGroot and 
Jason Rice present. State’s Attorney, Wade 
Enget was present.

Chairman Ruland called the meeting 
to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was re-
cited.

2. BUSINESS
A. AGENDA
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by 

Comm. Olson, to review and approve the 
agenda as corrected. Upon roll call, all 
present voted yes. Motion carried.

B. MINUTES 
Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 

by Comm. Hollekim, to approve the min-
utes of the January 6, 2026 meeting as cor-
rected. Upon roll call, all present voted yes. 
Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded 
by Comm. Olson, to approve the special 
minutes of January 13, 2026 meeting. 
Upon roll call, all present voted yes. Mo-
tion carried. 

C. FEES
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded 

by Comm. Rice, to approve the December 
fees for the Sheriff, Corrections and Clerk 
of Court. Upon roll call, Ruland, Olson, 
Hollekim, DeGroot and Rice voted yes. 
Motion carried.   

D. PAYROLL
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by 

Comm. DeGroot, to approve the appointed 
offi cials paid leave for December. Upon 
roll call, Rice, Olson, DeGroot, Ruland and 
Hollekim voted yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 
by Comm. Rice, to approve the regular 
full-time employee classifi cation for Jodie 
Lager as a Correctional Offi cer I with 
Corrections in the amount of $30.36 per 
hour/$63,142 per year. Upon roll call, De-
Groot, Hollekim, Rice, Olson and Ruland 
voted yes. Motion carried.

E. TRANSFERS
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded 

by Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer for 
4th quarter overweight load pass permits 
from R&B Fund totaling $2,686.91 to Un-
organized Townships: 155 North, Range 94 
West totaling $995.05; 154 North, Range 
94 West $606.91; 153 North, Range 93 
West totaling $907.15; 152 North, Range 
93 West totaling $175.84 & 150 North, 
Range 92 totaling $1.96. Upon roll call, Ol-
son, Rice, Hollekim, Ruland and DeGroot 
voted yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 
by Comm. Rice, to approve the transfer 
for Uniform Permits from Oct to Dec 2025 
from General Fund to R&B Fund totaling 
$487,321.90. Upon roll call, DeGroot, Ol-
son, Rice, Ruland and Hollekim voted yes. 
Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded 
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the trans-
fer for Overweight Fines from Oct to Dec 
2025 from General Fund to R&B Fund to-
taling $495. Upon roll call, Hollekim, Ru-
land, Rice, Olson and DeGroot voted yes. 
Motion carried.

F. APPOINTMENTS
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded 

by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the ap-
pointments of Tess Jarmin to the Planning 
& Zoning Board for a 4-year term and Nick 
Gustafson to the Job Development Author-
ity Board for a 3- year term. Upon roll call, 
all present voted yes. Motion carried.

G. BILLS
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by 

Comm. DeGroot, to approve the bills total-
ing $662,302.60 & December 21 through 
January 3 payroll, checks #20176-20180 
and direct deposits #1-138/#1-32 totaling 
$565,480.40. Upon roll call, Hollekim, Ol-
son, Ruland, Rice and DeGroot voted yes. 
Motion carried. (A complete list of bills 
is posted on a regular basis on the Moun-
trail County website @ www.co.mountrail.
nd.us under the County Commissioner 
heading and/or are available for review in 
the Auditor’s Offi ce during normal busi-
ness hours).

3.  APPOINTMENTS SCHEDULED 
9:10 A.M.
Angela Olson, Reynolds Realty pre-

sented two offers for the County-owned 
land and house located at 2 Valley Dr. Stan-
ley ND described as Lot 1, Block 3, Re-
plat of Lot 1, Block 3, Country Meadows 
2nd Subdivision, Stanley City, .42 acres. 
Tammy Leupp, Building Supervisor was 
also present.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 
by Comm. Rice, to approve the sale of the 
County-owned land and house located at 2 
Valley Dr. Stanley ND described as Lot 1, 
Block 3, Replat of Lot 1, Block 3, Country 
Meadows 2nd Subdivision, Stanley City, 
.42 acres to Tomas & Kylea Ortega in the 
amount of $390,000 contingent on fi nanc-
ing, appraisal and inspection with a clos-
ing date of on or before February 24, 2026 
with earnest money of $2,000. Upon roll 
call, Olson, Hollekim, Ruland, Rice and 
DeGroot voted yes. Motion carried.

9:15 A.M.
Chairman Ruland opened the 9:15 A.M. 

public hearing for the purpose of receiving 
comments on request fi led by Tahnee King, 
Aemilia Lindquist and Mountrail County 
to close the alley ways located in Block 3, 
Original Townsite, Coulee Village located 
in the NW¼ of Section 2 in Township 158 
North, Range 88 (Lowland Township). 

The section line closure was published 
on January 7th & 14th.   

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded 

by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the resolu-
tion for the closing of the alley ways locat-
ed in Block 3, Original Townsite, Coulee 
Village located in the NW¼ of Section 2 in 
Township 158 North, Range 88 (Lowland 
Township). Upon roll call, Olson, Holle-
kim, DeGroot, Ruland and Rice voted yes. 
Motion carried.

RESOLUTION APPROVING VA-
CATION OF ALL ALLEY WAYS IN 
BLOCK 3, ORIGINAL TOWNSITE, 
COULEE VILLAGE, LOCATED IN THE 
NW1/4 OF SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 158 
NORTH, RANGE 88 WEST, MOUN-
TRAIL COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
WHEREAS, the Board of Mountrail Coun-
ty Commissioners, (the “Board”), was, on 
December 16, 2025, presented with a Plat 
signed by Tahnee King, Aemilia Lindquist 
and Mountrail County, as the owners of the 
fee title to all real property in the existing 
Block 3 of the Village of Coulee, now an 
unincorporated municipality, located in the 
NW¼ of Section 2, Township 158 North, 
Range 88 West, Mountrail County, for 
the purpose of vacating of all alley ways 
located in the existing Block 3 of the Vil-
lage of Coulee, now an unincorporated mu-
nicipality, located in the NW¼ of Section 
2, Township 158 North, Range 88 West, 
Mountrail County, North Dakota, and, 
WHEREAS, Petitioners have all signed 
the Plat based upon the assertion that since 
there is suffi cient access to the newly cre-
ated two (2) lots in the Plat that the need 
for any alley ways is not a necessary for the 
access for the public or the property owners 
in Block 3, and readily accessible alternate 
routes of travel are otherwise available for 
all property owners to have access to their 
property; and, WHEREAS, after review 
of the Plat, the Board, at their December 
16, 2025, regular meeting, determined the 
Plat, which noted there were no alley ways 
therein, was to be heard at a public hear-
ing set for January 20, 2026, at 9:15 a.m. in 
the Board’s meeting room at the Mountrail 
County Courthouse; and, WHEREAS, pur-
suant to N.D.C.C. §40-50.1-16,the Moun-
trail County Auditor gave Notice of Public 
Hearing by Publication at least one each 
week for two (2) weeks, in the Mountrail 
County Promoter, the offi cial newspaper 
of Mountrail County, that the request for 
vacation of the alley ways in Block 3 of 
the Village of Coulee, now an unincorpo-
rated municipality, located in the NW¼ of 
Section 2, Township 158 North, Range 88 
West, Mountrail County, for the purpose 
of vacating of all alley ways located in the 
existing Block 3 of the Village of Coulee, 
now an unincorporated municipality, locat-
ed in the NW¼ of Section 2, Township 158 
North, Range 88 West, Mountrail County, 
North Dakota was to be heard on January 
20, 2026, at 9:15 a.m., with the actual dates 
of publication in the Mountrail County 
Promoter being on January 7th and January 
14th of 2026, and; WHEREAS, the public 
hearing was held on January 20, 2026, at 
9:15 a.m. at Mountrail County Commis-
sioner’s Room at the Mountrail County 
Courthouse, Stanley, North Dakota, and no 
further testimony that was orally presented 
or received in writing in opposition to the 
vacation of said alley ways, with the Com-
missioners noting that the Plat has been 
fi led for record on December 22, 2025, 
at 10:50 a.m. as Document #469506 in 
the Mountrail County Recorder’s Offi ce; 
WHEREFORE, the Board does hereby 
make the following fi ndings pursuant to 
N.D.C.C. §40-50.1- 16: 1) All alley ways 
in the Block 3 of the Village of Coulee, 
now an unincorporated municipality, locat-
ed in the NW¼ of Section 2, Township 158 
North, Range 88 West, Mountrail County, 
shall be vacated in the existing Block 3 of 
the Village of Coulee, now an unincorpo-
rated municipality, located in the NW¼ of 
Section 2, Township 158 North, Range 88 
West, Mountrail County, North Dakota: 
2) Access by way of accessible alternate 
routes of travel are already available for 
all property owners and the public; and, 3) 
All landowners in Block 3 have signed the 
Plat approving such vacation of alley ways. 
Motion was made by Hollekim, seconded 
by DeGroot to adopt the above-stated Find-
ings and approve a Resolution pursuant to 
N.D.C.C. §40-50.1-16 to vacate all alley 
ways in the Block 3 of the Village of Cou-
lee, now an unincorporated municipality, 
located in the NW¼ of Section 2, Town-
ship 158 North, Range 88 West, Mountrail 
County, shall be vacated in the existing 
Block 3 of the Village of Coulee, now an 
unincorporated municipality, located in the 
NW¼ of Section 2, Township 158 North, 
Range 88 West, Mountrail County, North 
Dakota, as shown on the Plat fi led for re-
cord on December 22, 2025, at 10:50 a.m. 
as Document #469506 in the Mountrail 
County Recorder’s Offi ce. Voting Record: 
AYE: DeGroot, Ruland, Hollekim, Olson, 
Rice NAY: None ABSENT: None

9:25 A.M.
Jessica Niemitalo, Treasurer presented 

the depositories of public funds.
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded 

by Comm. Olson, to approve the deposi-
tories of public funds in accordance with 
North Dakota Century Code 21-04-13 for 
Bremer Bank/Old National Bank, Corner-
stone Bank, Liberty State Bank and Bra-
vera Bank and to deny request from Bell 
Bank & First International Bank & Trust to 
be included as a depository of public funds 
for Mountrail County. Upon roll call, Rice, 
Ruland, Olson, DeGroot and Hollekim 
voted yes. Motion carried.

9:30 A.M.
Kim Savage, Tax Director met to dis-

cuss an abatement.
Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 

by Comm. Rice, to approve an abatement 
on parcel #56-0052900 for tax year 2025 
for qualifying for 100% Homestead Credit 

as per the recommendation of Tax Direc-
tor Savage. Upon roll call, Olson, DeGroot, 
Rice, Ruland and Hollekim voted yes. Mo-
tion carried.

Tax Director Savage met with the 
board to discuss the 2026 agriculture land 
valuations. Tax Director Savage stated 
the average agricultural value per acre for 
Mountrail County decreased from $497.69 
in 2025 to $473.38 for the 2026 year. Tax 
Director Savage recommended a decrease 
for the agricultural land values at a 95% 
threshold which is between the 90% to 
100% tolerance level allowed by the State.

Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by 
Comm. Hollekim, to approve a small de-
crease for the 2026 agricultural land valua-
tion at 95% threshold which is between the 
90% to 100% tolerance level allowed by 
the State. Upon roll call, DeGroot, Ruland, 
Rice, Olson and Hollekim voted yes. Mo-
tion carried.  

Tax Director Savage discussed both the 
City of New Town and Plaza losing their 
assessor which would mean they may need 
help with assessing until the position is 
fi lled. Comm. Hollekim stated it might be 
good to look into possibly hiring a person 
within the Tax Director offi ce to solely help 
with the cities with the city reimbursing. 
More discussion will be held at the next 
commissioner meeting.

9:50 A.M.
Jana Hennessy, Road & Bridge (R&B) 

Engineer met to discuss Road & Bridge.  
1. MWEC CR11 POWER POLE RE-

LOCATION PLACEMENT
Engineer Hennessy presented informa-

tion pertaining to the location of the sec-
tion corner in the NE corner of Section 26, 
Township 155, Range 89. The concern is 
whether this section corner was considered 
“lost” or “obliterated” during HDR’s road 
design survey. Mountrail-Williams Electric 
Cooperative (MWEC) contends the corner 
was obliterated because the 2010 KLJ-set 
monument was documented on a well plat 
and recoverable in 2023. Engineer Hen-
nessy stated HDR determined the section 
corner was lost as the 2010 monument was 
not found, no corner record was fi led in the 
courthouse and HDR did not have access to 
the KLJ well plat. Engineer Hennessy stat-
ed MWEC found the set monument from 
2010 and used it to set the power poles 
in 2023. Erik Halverson, Surveyor with 
Mountrail Williams Electric Cooperative 
(MWEC) provided the board clarifi cation 
on the placement of the poles and the origi-
nal section corner in the NW of Section 25, 
Township 155, Range 89 that was set by 
KLJ in 2010.

Engineer Hennessy stated both HDR 
and MWEC acted in good faith and rec-
ommended the following action: leave the 
power poles in their current locations; pay 
MWEC the invoice for pole relocation; 
obtain board approval to leave the poles 
as they are; and consider a collaborative 
review to verify the 2010 KLJ monument 
and reconcile records to prevent future 
disputes. State’s Attorney Enget recom-
mended having discussions with HDR & 
MWEC to have a plan of action at the next 
commissioner meeting.

2. 36th ST NW RECONSTRUCTION
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, sec-

onded by Comm. DeGroot, to approve 
the balancing change order #3 to Jensen 
Brothers Construction with a decrease of 
$557,125.52 resulting in a total decrease 
of $572,982.42 on the original contract 
price for 36th St NW Reconstruction Proj-
ect No 2023-6. Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, 
DeGroot, Ruland and Hollekim voted yes. 
Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by 
Comm. Olson, to approve paying the fi nal 
pay to Jensen Brothers Construction Inc 
totaling $629,264.88 for 36th St NW Re-
construction Project No. 2023-6. Upon roll 
call, DeGroot, Hollekim, Ruland, Olson 
and Rice voted yes. Motion carried.

3. CR10 WEST RECONSTRUCTION, 
CR10 & CR11 PAVING PROJECT

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded 
by Comm. Olson, to approve signing the 
Professional Services Agreement with 
HDR totaling $2,256,308 for CR10 West 
Reconstruction, CR10 & CR11 Paving 
Project. Upon roll call, Rice, Hollekim, 
DeGroot, Ruland and Olson voted yes. 
Motion carried.

4. ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS/
OLD HWY 2 FROM PALERMO TO 
BLAISDELL PROJECT NO 02(64)25

Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by 
Comm. Olson, to approve the advertising 
for bids on Old Hwy 2 from Palermo to 
Blaisdell Project No 02(64)25. Upon roll 
call, Ruland, Rice, Olson, DeGroot and 
Hollekim voted yes. Motion carried.

5. MARCH BID LETTINGS
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded 

by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the adver-
tising for bids for culverts, cutting edges, 
loading & hauling gravel, crushing & 
stockpiling of aggregate, sub-grade repairs 
and applications of dust control products. 
Upon roll call, Olson, Degroot, Rice, Ru-
land and Hollekim voted yes. Motion car-
ried.

6. PURCHASE OF 3 NEW 2026 SIX 
WHEEL DRIVE MOTOR GRADER 
WITH LIFT GROUP & REAR RIPPER/
SCARIFIER

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded 
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the adver-
tising for bids for 3 new 2026 six-wheel 
drive motor grader with lift group and rear 
ripper/scarifi er with three trade-ins. Upon 
roll call, DeGroot, Ruland, Rice, Hollekim 
and Olson voted yes. Motion carried.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT
No one had any comments.
5. ADJOURN
The Board adjourned at 10:34 A.M. to 

meet in regular session on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 3, 2026 at 9:00 A.M. Accepted and 
approved this 3rd day of February, 2026.
Trudy Ruland, Chairman
Mountrail County Commissioner

Stephanie A. Pappa
Mountrail County Auditor

Proceedings Of The Board
Of County Commissioners

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
BIG BEND TOWNSHIP
MOUNTRAIL COUNTY,

NORTH DAKOTA
General Notice
BIG BEND TOWNSHIP (Owner) is 

requesting Bids for the construction of the 
following Project:

Reconstruction of 31st St. NW
& 94 Ave. NW

PROJECT NO. 2025-6
Bids for the construction of the Project 

will be received at the New Town City 
Hall located at 945 Eagle Dr., New Town, 
ND until Thursday, March 5, 2026 at 
3:00 pm local time. At that time, the Bids 
received will be publicly opened and read.

The Project includes the following 
Work:

Grading, culverts, aggregate base, and 
aggregate surface on 2.0 miles of 31st St. 
NW & 0.5 miles of 94th Ave NW. The proj-
ect will include the following approximate 
quantities: Common Excavation - Type B 
- 34,000 CY; Borrow-Excavation - 22,000 
CY; Aggregate Base Course CL 5 - 15,000 
Tons; Gravel Surfacing - 9,000 Tons; Geo-
synthetic Material Type G - 12,000 SY; 
Pipe Conduit (multiple sizes) - 1,000 LF.

The project has a date for substantial 
completion date of October 24, 2026.

Obtaining the Bidding Documents
Bidding Documents may be viewed 

and ordered online at www.questcdn.
com utilizing Quest project #10057151. 
QuestCDN can be contacted at (952)233-
1632 or info@questcdn.com for assistance 
in free membership, downloading, and 
working with the digital project informa-
tion. The cost to download the bidding 
documents will be $50.00.

The Issuing Offi ce for the Bidding 
Documents is:

Sauber Engineering Inc.
2401 46th Avenue SE, Suite 110
Mandan, ND
Prospective Bidders may examine the 

Bidding Documents at the Issuing Offi ce 
on Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 
5:00 pm. Owner nor Engineer will be re-
sponsible for full or partial sets of Bidding 
Documents, including addenda, if any, ob-
tained from sources other than the website 
listed in this advertisement.

Instructions to Bidders
Bid will be submitted on the basis of 

cash payment for the work and materials. 
The owner intends to award a single (1) 
Contract on the basis of the low bid submit-
ted by a responsible and responsive bidder 
for the aggregate sum of all bid items for 
the project.

Each bid must be accompanied by a 
separate envelope containing the contrac-
tor’s license and bid security. The bid secu-
rity must be a sum equal to fi ve (5) percent 
of the full amount of the bid and must be in 
the form of a bidder’s bond. The bond must 
be executed by the bidder as principal and 
a surety, conditioned that if the principal’s 
bid is accepted and the contract awarded to 
the principal, the principal, within 10 days 
after the notice of award, shall execute a 
contract in accordance with the terms of the 
bid and the bid bond and any condition of 
Big Bend Township.

The bidder must be licensed for the full 
amount of the bid as required by sections 
43-07-07 and 43-07-12 of the North Da-
kota Century Code.

No bid will be read or considered that 
does not fully comply with requirements 
pertaining to bid security and contractor’s 
license.

The successful bidder will be required 
to furnish a performance and payment 
bond in the full amount of the contract.

Big Bend Township reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids, waive any infor-
mality in any bid, rebid the project until a 
satisfactory bid is received, and accept the 
bid most favorable to the Township.

For all further requirements regarding 
bid submittal, qualifi cations, procedures, 
and contract award, refer to the Instructions 
to Bidders that are included in the Bidding 
Documents.

This Advertisement is issued by:
Owner: Big Bend Township
By: Jaye Sandstrom
Title: Chairman, Board of Township 

Supervisors
Date: February 2, 2026

Feb. 11, 18, 25, 2026

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
MOUNTRAIL COUNTY

STANLEY, NORTH DAKOTA
2026 HMA Overlay

General Notice
MOUNTRAIL COUNTY (Owner) is 

requesting Bids for the construction of the 
following Project:

2026 HMA Overlay
PROJECT NO. 3(74)26, 11(67)26

& 2026-02
Bids for the construction of the Project 

will be received at the Mountrail County 
South Complex located at 8103 61st Street 
NW, Stanley, ND until Thursday, March 
5, 2026 at 2:00 pm local time. At that time 
the Bids received will be publicly opened 
and read.

The Project includes the following 
Work:

HMA overlay on 12 miles of County 
Route 3, from County Route 10 (53rd Street 
NW) to US Highway 2 at Palermo; 1 mile 
of County Route 11, from US Highway 2 
to BNSF railroad crossing in the Village 
of Blaisdell; and 0.1 miles of 87th Ave NW 
from the ND Hwy 23 Bypass at New Town, 
north. The project will include the follow-
ing approximate quantities: Aggregate 
Base Course CL 5 - 2,000 Tons; Superpave 
FAA 45 - 60,000 Tons; PG58V-34 Asphalt 
Cement - 4,000 Tons; Pavement MK Paint-
ed 6IN Line - 180,000 LF.

The project has a date for substantial 
completion of October 3, 2026.

Obtaining the Bidding Documents
Bidding Documents may be viewed 

and ordered online at www.questcdn.
com utilizing Quest project #10043091. 
QuestCDN can be contacted at (952)233-
1632 or info@questcdn.com for assistance 
in free membership, downloading and 
working with the digital project informa-
tion. The cost to download the bidding 
documents will be $50.00.

The Issuing Offi ce for the Bidding 
Documents is:

Sauber Engineering Inc.
2401 46th Avenue SE, Suite 110
Mandan, ND
Prospective Bidders may examine the 

Bidding Documents at the Issuing Offi ce 
on Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm. Owner nor 
Engineer will be responsible for full or 
partial sets of Bidding Documents, includ-
ing addenda, if any, obtained from sources 
other than the website listed in this adver-
tisement.

Instructions to Bidders
Bid will be submitted on the basis of 

cash payment for the work and materials. 
The owner intends to award a single (1) 
Contract on the basis of the low bid submit-
ted by a responsible and responsive bidder 
for the aggregate sum of all bid items for 
the project.

Each bid must be accompanied by a 
separate envelope containing the contrac-
tor’s license and bid security. The bid secu-
rity must be a sum equal to fi ve (5) percent 
of the full amount of the bid and must be in 
the form of a bidder’s bond. The bond must 
be executed by the bidder as principal and 
a surety, conditioned that if the principal’s 
bid is accepted and the contract awarded to 
the principal, the principal, within 10 days 
after the notice of award, shall execute a 
contract in accordance with the terms of the 
bid and the bid bond and any condition of 
Mountrail County.

The bidder must be licensed for the full 
amount of the bid as required by sections 
43-07-07 and 43-07-12 of the North Da-
kota Century Code.

No bid will be read or considered that 
does not fully comply with requirements 
pertaining to bid security and contractor’s 
license.

The successful bidder will be required 
to furnish a performance and payment 
bond in the full amount of the contract.

Mountrail County reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids, waive any informal-
ity in any bid, rebid the project until a sat-
isfactory bid is received and accept the bid 
most favorable to the County.

For all further requirements regarding 
bid submittal, qualifi cations, procedures, 
and contract award, refer to the Instructions 
to Bidders that are included in the Bidding 
Documents.

This Advertisement is issued by:
Owner: Mountrail County
By: Trudy Ruland
Title: Chairman, Board of County 

Commissioners
Date: February 3, 2026

Feb. 11, 18, 25, 2026

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF MOUNTRAIL

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
NORTH CENTRAL

JUDICIAL DISTRICT
SUMMONS

Civil No. 31-2026-CV-00027
ProCollect Services, LLC, 
Plaintiff
vs.
Samuel Campos, 
Defendant.
THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFEN-
DANT:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED 
and required to appear and defend against 
the Complaint in this action, which is fi led 
with the Clerk of District Court, Moun-
trail County, North Dakota, by serving 
on the undersigned an Answer or other 
proper response within twenty-one days 
after the last publication of this Summons, 
exclusive of the day of service. If you fail 
to do so, judgment by default will be taken 
against you for the relief demanded in the 
complaint.

Dated February 06, 2026.
/s/ Reed A. Soderstrom

Reed A. Soderstrom (ID #04759)
PO Box 1985

Minot, ND 58702-1985
(701) 833-0997

reed@soderstromlaw.org
Attorney for Plaintiff

Feb. 11, 18, 25, 2026

The North Dakota Public Service 
Commission (PSC) reported that the 
agency received 712 consumer con-
tacts in 2025. These contacts include 
informal complaints against regu-
lated entities, public input submitted 
as part of an open case, referrals to 
other agencies and/or requests for 
information.

Commissioner Sheri Haugen-
Hoffart, who oversees the Consum-
er Affairs portfolio, underscored the 
vital role of public and consumer en-
gagement in shaping effective poli-
cies. “A core priority of the Com-
mission is to genuinely listen to the 
concerns and questions we receive 
from the public. The input is essen-
tial to developing well-informed de-
cisions,” said Haugen-Hoffart. “Our 
staff not only respond to inquiries 
and complaints promptly but also 
take the time to educate consumers 
throughout the process, ensuring 
individuals understand their rights, 
available options and how Commis-
sion processes work. This commit-
ment strengthens our system and 
supports better outcomes for every-
one.”

 Informal complaints are re-
ceived and processed regarding util-
ities the Commission regulates, in-
cluding certain aspects of telephone 
service, natural gas providers, and 
the three investor-owned electric 
companies in the state: Xcel, Otter 
Tail and MDU. Of the 712 contacts, 
83 (12 percent) were informal com-
plaints against public utility compa-
nies regulated by the Commission. 
Informal complaint numbers overall 
were slightly lower for 2025 than the 
previous year. The most frequent 
reasons for complaints are billing is-
sues, disconnects and phone outag-
es. The most common billing com-
plaints include customers wanting 
to investigate if their bill is correct, 
higher than normal bills, and pay-
ment plans to avoid disconnections.

In addition to recording com-
plaints and concerns, the Commis-
sion also receives public input for 
cases being considered by the Com-
mission. Public input is most often 
received for siting cases where the 

PSC Receives More Than 700
Consumer Contacts In 2025

Commission is looking at permit-
ting new transmission projects like 
pipelines, electric transmission lines 
and wind farms or for rate cases. Sit-
ing hearings are held in a communi-
ty close to where the project is pro-
posed to be built. The comments can 
be either in support or opposition of 
the project. In 2025 there were 137 
public input contacts recorded or 19 
percent of the total contacts. Public 
input was submitted for a variety of 
different cases throughout the year 
with the majority submitted for the 
Xcel Electric Rate Case.

“This Commission takes public 
input seriously,” said Commission 
Chair Randy Christmann. “It pro-
vides us with the information we 
need to make the best possible deci-
sions, so we urge North Dakotans to 
contact us.”

The Consumer Affairs Port-
folio is headed by Commissioner 
Haugen-Hoffart and provides addi-
tional focus on consumer issues and 
complaints and on improving com-
munication with the public through 
traditional public information chan-
nels, public meetings and social me-
dia. An annual public contact report 
is issued showing data and trends 
related to complaints and input re-
ceived by the Commission. The 
Commission launched a new public 
comment tracking system in Janu-
ary 2020 that allows more fl exibility 
to record comments from the public 
and generate statistics and reports.

“Public input is a key part of the 
Commission’s process,” said Com-
missioner Jill Kringstad. “It allows 
us to listen to information provided 
by our citizens and evaluate and 
consider how best to support their 
needs. Our staff is also a valuable 
resource for the public to assist or 
answer questions.”

When a complaint is received, a 
PSC staff member works as a liaison 
between the consumer and the com-
pany to resolve the problem within 

the jurisdiction of the Commission. 
Often, the complaint is outside of 
the Commission’s jurisdiction and 
needs to be referred to another 
agency or the caller simply needs in-
formation. These calls are recorded 
as “referrals.” The Commission re-
corded 264 referrals in 2025. Staff 
members report that when a call is 
not jurisdictional to the Commis-
sion, they do their best to refer the 
person to the correct agency and 
give them contact information when 
possible.

This report does not include any 
docketed information that is part of 
formal cases before the Commis-
sion. During the 2023-25 biennium, 
there were 718 formal cases fi led 
with the Commission.

The North Dakota Public Service 
Commission is a constitutionally 
created state agency with author-
ity to permit, site and regulate cer-
tain business activities in the state 
including electric and gas utilities, 
telecommunications companies, 
power plants, electric transmission 
lines, pipelines, railroads, com-
mercial weighing devices, pipeline 
safety and coal mine reclamation. 
For more information, contact the 
Public Service Commission at (701) 
328-2400 or www.psc.nd.gov.

Crop Protection Product
Harmonization Grants Available
Applications are now being ac-

cepted for two grant programs ad-
ministered by the North Dakota 
Crop Protection Product Harmoni-
zation and Registration Board. The 
board administers grant programs 
to agriculture groups interested in 
addressing issues related to the reg-
istration of crop protection products.

“The board prioritizes crop pro-
tection product labeling needs and 
looks for opportunities to make 
more crop protection product op-
tions available to agriculture pro-
ducers in the state,” Agriculture 
Commissioner Doug Goehring said. 
“We encourage interested agricul-
ture groups to apply.”

There are two grant programs 
available:

•  The Minor Use Pesticide Fund 
Grant Program may be used for con-
ducting or commissioning evalu-

ations, studies or investigations to 
obtain or maintain pesticide regis-
tration for minor crop use or other 
use in North Dakota. Pesticide man-
ufactures, dealers or distributors are 
not eligible. Qualifi ed universities, 
the USDA or private researchers or 
laboratories are eligible for funding.

• The Pesticide Harmonization 
Grant Program may be used to ad-
dress issues related to the registra-
tion of crop protection products. 
Special emphasis will be given to 
applications that address harmo-
nization or pesticide labeling and 
availability of applications that ad-
dress harmonization or pesticide la-
beling and availability of Canadian 
pesticides that are identical or sub-
stantially similar to more expensive 
US-registered pesticides.

Goehring said proposal request 
documents for both programs, along 

with procedures and more infor-
mation can be found on NDDA’s 
website: https://www.ndda.nd.gov/
cropharmonization.

Applications must be submit-
ted by Thursday, March 19, 2026, 
for consideration at the April 2026 
meeting of the board. Full instruc-
tions to submit applications is avail-
able at the above web address.

Goehring said persons needing 
more information should contact 
Lilliann Johnston at 701-328-2980 
or lfjohnston@nd.gov.
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