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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
MOUNTRAIL COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS
1. OPENING & ROLL CALL
The Board met in regular session on 

Tuesday, April 21, 2026 at 9:00 A.M. in 
the Emergency/Community Room, Moun-
trail County Courthouse, Stanley ND with 
Commissioners Trudy Ruland, Wayne Ol-
son, John DeGroot and Jason Rice pres-
ent and Joan Hollekim via GoToMeeting. 
State’s Attorney, Wade Enget was present.

Chairman Ruland called the meeting 
to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was re-
cited.

2. BUSINESS
A. AGENDA
Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 

by Comm. Rice, to review and approve 
the agenda as corrected. Upon roll call, all 
present voted yes. Motion carried.

B. MINUTES 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by 

Comm. DeGroot, to approve the minutes 
of the April 7, 2026 meeting as corrected. 
Upon roll call, all present voted yes. Mo-
tion carried.

C. FEES   
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by 

Comm. Olson, to approve the March fees 
for Sheriff, Corrections and Clerk of Court. 
Upon roll call, Ruland, Olson, Hollekim, 
DeGroot and Rice voted yes. Motion car-
ried.

D. PAYROLL
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by 

Comm. DeGroot, to approve the Regular 
Full Time Employee Classifi cation for Al-
len Deplazes as a Family Service Special-
ist III with Mountrail McKenzie Human 
Service Zone in the amount of $33 per 
hour/$68,640 per year. Upon roll call, De-
Groot, Hollekim, Ruland, Olson and Rice 
voted yes. Motion carried.

E. SPONSORSHIP
Discussion was held on the sponsorship 

for the Summit on Behavioral Health in 
Dickinson from June 17th & 18th.   

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 
by Comm. Olson, to deny the request for 
sponsorship in the amount of $5,000 for the 
Summit on Behavioral Health in Dickinson 
from June 17th & 18th  due to Job Devel-
opment Authority (JDA) already contribut-
ing $10,000. Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, 
Hollekim, DeGroot and Ruland voted yes. 
Motion carried.

F. TRANSFERS
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by 

Comm. DeGroot, to approve the transfer 
for the Uniform Permits from January 2026 
to March 2026 from General Fund to the 
Road & Bridge Fund totaling $586,041.81. 
Upon roll call, Hollekim, Rice, Olson, De-
Groot and Ruland voted yes. Motion car-
ried.

Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded 
by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the trans-
fer for the Overweight Travel Loadpass 
Permits from the Road & Bridge Fund to 
Unorganized Townships: 155 North, Range 
94 West in the amount of $7,206.42; 154 
North, Range 94 West in the amount of 
$8,703.52; 153 North, Range 93 West in 
the amount of $1,743.87; 152 North, Range 
93 West in the amount of $770.86 & 150 
North, Range 92 West in the amount of 
$10.67 totaling $18,435.34. Upon roll call, 
Ruland, Hollekim, DeGroot, Rice and Ol-
son voted yes. Motion carried.

G. CLERK OF COURT FUNDING 
AGREEMENT

Madison Rodgers, Clerk of Court was 
present for the discussion.

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by 
Comm. Rice, to approve the signing of the 
funding agreement for the Clerk of District 
Court services with the State of ND for 
1.95 full time equivalent employees. Upon 
roll call, Ruland, Rice, Hollekim, Olson 
and DeGroot voted yes. Motion carried.

H. RAFFLE PERMIT
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded 

by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the raffl e 
permit for Coyote Wrestling Club, Inc. at 
White Earth Bay on July 25th. Upon roll 
call, DeGroot, Rice, Olson, Ruland and 
Hollekim voted yes. Motion carried.

I. BONUS LEASE
Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 

by Comm. Rice, to approve the signing of 
the letter of receipt of the bonus leasing 
check from LoneTree Energy with Hess 
Bakken Investments II, LLC located in 
Township 157 North, Range 94 West, Sec-
tion 36, Lots 2-4 of Block 1, Comford’s 
Fifth Addition, City of White Earth. Upon 
roll call, Olson, Ruland, Rice, Hollekim 
and DeGroot voted yes. Motion carried.

J. APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION 
INSPECTORS

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by 
Comm. Rice, to approve the list of election 
inspectors as presented by County Auditor, 
Stephanie Pappa and approve the county 
auditor to fi ll any vacancies that may exist 
for the 2026 Primary and General Elections 
as per N.D.C.C 16.1-05-01 (b) at polling 
location. Upon roll call, all present voted 
yes. Motion carried.

K. BILLS
Moved by Comm. DeGroot, sec-

onded by Comm. Rice, to approve the 
bills totaling $1,462,366.29 & March 29 
through April 11 payroll, checks #20217-
20224 and direct deposits #1-175 totaling 
$625,700.60. Upon roll call, Olson, De-
Groot,  Rice and Ruland voted yes. Motion 
carried. (A complete list of bills is posted 
on a regular basis on the Mountrail County 
website @ www.co.mountrail.nd.us under 
the County Commissioner heading and/or 
are available for review in the Auditor’s 
Offi ce during normal business hours).

L. BOARD CONCERNS
Discussion was held on the WDEA 

round table discussion on the oil Gross 
Production Tax (GPT) held in Williston 
yesterday.

3. APPOINTMENTS SCHEDULED 
9:10 A.M.
Chris Rohde with the New Town Fire 

Department presented a quote for a new 
pumper truck.

Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by 
Comm. Rice, to approve the purchase of a 
new pumper truck for the New Town Fire 
Department not to exceed $514,987 from 
the Fire & Ambulance Fund. Upon roll 
call, Olson, Rice, Hollekim, Ruland voted 
yes and DeGroot abstained. Motion car-
ried.

9:15 A.M.
Mason Terry with the New Town Am-

bulance requested a new ambulance.
Moved by Comm. Hollekim, seconded 

by Comm. DeGroot, to approve the pur-
chase of a new ambulance for the New 
Town Ambulance once the quote is re-
ceived from the Fire & Ambulance Fund. 
Upon roll call, Hollekim, Ruland, DeGroot, 
Rice and Olson voted yes. Motion carried.

9:30 A.M.
Melissa Vachal, P&Z Administra-

tor along with Scott Harmstead with SRF 
Consulting Group presented the second 
reading of the Land Development Code. 
Also present were Charlie Sorenson, P&Z 
Chairman & Alex Vournas Mountrail Wil-
liams Electric Cooperative, Corey Bristol, 
Sheriff, Duane Marmon, Deputy Sheriff, 
Ethan Stein, Deputy Sheriff & Travis Sau-
ber with Estvolds. Alex Vournas, MWEC 
has concerns with the electricity and power 
requirements within the Land Develop-
ment Code. The two objections would be 
the single phase and also supplying their 
own electrical onsite requirements. P&Z 
Chairman Sorenson discussed that the P&Z 
board is to protect the existing uses and not 
focus on the economic benefi ts. Bob Grant, 
Board member of MWEC stated that a lot 
of planning goes into the electrical side and 
the requirements put a block on building 
data centers. Travis Sauber had questions 
on the ordinance and how many variances 
would be allowed with a data center. More 
discussion will be held on May 19th at 9:30 
A.M. due to more information supplied 
from MWEC with the large load contracts.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 
by Comm. Olson, to approve continuing 
the discussion for the Land Development 
Code on May 19th at 9:30 A.M. Upon roll 
call, Rice, DeGroot, Ruland and Olson 
voted yes. Motion carried. 

9:55 A.M.
Corey Bristol, Sheriff, Duane Marmon, 

Deputy Sheriff, Ethan Stein, Sheriff; Randi 
Schumaier, HR Generalist, Laurie Johnson, 
Correction Administrator, Jenni Dale, Cor-
rections, Madison Rodgers, Clerk of Court, 
Tammy Leupp, Building Custodian, Val 
Stammen, State’s Attorney Administra-
tive Assistant, Kris Halvorson and Jared 
Halvorson were all present.

Sheriff Bristol presented a plaque to 
Glenda Halvorson, Dispatcher for her 
31 years of service with the County and 
wished her luck on her retirement.

10:00 A.M.
Charlie Sorenson & Lacey Jemtrud 

with the Stanley Ambulance presented 
a quote for cardiac monitors, ventilator, 
stretcher & glidescope equipment.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 
by Comm. Olson, to approve the request 
from Stanley Ambulance for the purchase 

of ventilators, monitors, stretcher & glides-
cope equipment not to exceed $231,399.19 
from the Fire & Ambulance Fund. Upon 
roll call, Olson, DeGroot, Hollekim, Ru-
land and Rice voted yes. Motion carried.

10:05 A.M.
Jana Hennessy, Road & Bridge (R&B) 

Engineer met to discuss Road & Bridge. 
Also present were Matthew Huettl & Pay-
ton Wetzel with HDR Engineering.

1. MWEC-CR3, PALERMO NORTH
Engineer Hennessy presented the map 

with the pole location with MWEC on 
CR3, Palermo North Project. Chris Meiers 
with MWEC was present. Discussion was 
held on the 75’ placement on the power 
pole along parcel 02-0013800. Discussion 
was also held on the 100’ easement with 
the county and MWEC will bring back 
the other pole placements that are located 
north on CR3.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 
by Comm. Rice, to approve the request 
from MWEC to place a pole at the 75’ 
right-of-way along parcel #02-0013800 
on CR3, Palermo North Project. Upon roll 
call, Ruland, Olson, DeGroot, Rice and 
Hollekim voted yes. Motion carried.

2. PM 2026-OVERLAY PROJECT
Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 

by Comm. Rice, to approve the signing of 
the Construction Agreement & Notice to 
Proceed with Mayo Construction Com-
pany, Inc. for CR3, CR7 and 87th Ave NW 
totaling 13.03 miles. Upon roll call, Olson, 
DeGroot, Rice, Ruland and Hollekim voted 
yes. Motion carried.

3. CR14
Matt Huettl with HDR Engineering dis-

cussed the portion of CR14 the 200 yd sec-
tion of road that was questioned at the last 
meeting and the Corps of Engineers does 
have an easement with the County Park.

Engineer Hennessy along with HDR 
Engineer Huettl discussed the different de-
sign options for CR14. The different design 
options for the proposed roadway for Deci-
sion #1: Alternative #1 is to mill and over-
lay; Alternative #2 is to mill and overlay 
with sliver widening; Alternative #3 is to 
full depth reclamation with sliver widening 
or Alternative #4 is to full depth reclama-
tion with geogrid & sliver widening. De-
cision #2 is structure 31-134-41.0 for the 
bridge guardrails:  Alternative #1 no build; 
Alternative #2 update bridge rail to Oregon 
3 tube railing or Alternative #3 rehabilitate 
bridge deck cracking and sealing; Alterna-
tive #4 includes both Alternative #2 & #3. 
Decision #3 is the addition of park and 
township roadway sections: Alternative #1 
is a no build; Alternative #2 is addition of 
park roadway segment; Alternative #3 is 
addition of township roadway segment or 
Alternative #4 includes both Alternative #2 
& #3.

Comm. Hollekim left at 11:00 a.m.
Moved by Comm. Rice, seconded by 

Comm. Olson, to approve Alternative #3 
is to full depth reclamation with sliver 
widening on CR14 at an estimated cost 
of $9,653,000. Upon roll call, Olson, De-
Groot, Ruland and Rice voted yes. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 
by Comm. Rice, to approve decision #2 for 
the structure 31-134-41.0 bridge guard rails 
as Alternative #4 which includes Alterna-
tive #2 update bridge rail to Oregon 3 tube 
railing & Alternative #3 rehabilitate bridge 
deck cracking and sealing for CR14. Upon 
roll call, Ruland, Rice, Olson and DeGroot 
voted yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Comm. DeGroot, seconded 
by Comm. Rice, to approve decision #3 
the addition of park and township road-
way sections as Alternative #2 is addition 
of park roadway segment for CR14. Upon 
roll call, Olson, DeGroot, Ruland and Rice 
voted yes. Motion carried.

4. CLEARWATER TOWNSHIP
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded 

by Comm. Rice, to approve the signing of 
the Loadpass Agreement with Clearwater 
Township. Upon roll call, Rice, Olson, Ru-
land and DeGroot voted yes. Motion car-
ried.

11:00 A.M.
Eric Enerson & Lee McGinnity with 

the Water Resource Board and Wade Bach-
meier, Chairman of the Board for Missouri 
River Joint Water Board presented a slide 
show of the demand and consumption of 
the Missouri River water. 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT
No one had any comments.
5. ADJOURN
The Board adjourned at 11:47 A.M. to 

meet in regular session on Tuesday, May 5, 
2026 at 9:00 A.M. Accepted and approved 
this 5th day of May, 2026.
Trudy Ruland, Chairman 
Mountrail County Commissioner

Stephanie A. Pappa
Mountrail County Auditor

Proceedings Of The Board
Of County Commissioners
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Oil Activity 
Report

Permits:
Hess Bakken Investments 

II, LLC, RS-Piepkorn-155-92-
1208H-4, SENE 11-155N-92W, 
Mountrail Co., 2254’ FNL and 436’ 
FEL, Development, Stanley, 2371’ 
Ground, API #33-061-05684, Spac-
ing unit: Section 12, T155N R92W 
and Sections 7 and 8, T155N R91W, 
location outside of spacing unit

Hess Bakken Investments II, 
LLC, RS-Piepkorn-155-92-1208H-5, 
SENE 11-155N-92W, Mountrail Co., 
2287’ FNL and 436’ FEL, Develop-
ment, Stanley, 2371’ Ground, API 
#33-061-05685, Spacing unit: Sec-
tion 12, T155N R92W and Sections 
7 and 8, T155N R91W, location out-
side of spacing unit

Hess Bakken Investments 
II, LLC, RS-Piepkorn-155-92-
1208H-6, SENE 11-155N-92W, 
Mountrail Co., 2320’ FNL and 436’ 
FEL, Development, Stanley, 2370’ 
Ground, API #33-061-05686, Spac-
ing unit: Section 12, T155N R92W 
and Sections 7 and 8, T155N R91W, 
location outside of spacing unit

EOG Resources, Inc., Burke 
418-3421H, SENE 34-155N-90W, 
Mountrail Co., 1550’ FNL and 585’ 
FEL, Development, Parshall, 2246’ 
Ground, API #33-061-05687, Spac-
ing unit: Sections 21, 27, 28 and 34, 
T155N R90W

EOG Resources, Inc., Burke 
419-3416H, SENE 34-155N-90W, 
Mountrail Co., 1550’ FNL and 435’ 
FEL, Development, Parshall, 2243’ 
Ground, API #33-061-05688, Spac-
ing unit: Sections 16,  21, 22, 27 and 
34, T155N R90W

Hess Bakken Investments II, 
LLC, RS-Jones-156-92-3532H-2, 
NWSW 35-156N-92W, Mountrail 
Co., 2370’ FSL and 495’ FWL, De-
velopment, Ross, 2320’ Ground, 

API #33-061-05689, Spacing unit: 
Sections 35 and 36, T156N R92W 
and Sections 31 and 32, T156N 
R91W, drill-back outside of spacing 
unit

Hess Bakken Investments II, 
LLC, RS-Jones-156-92-3532H-3, 
NWSW 35-156N-92W, Mountrail 
Co., 2337’ FSL and 495’ FWL, De-
velopment, Ross, 2321’ Ground, API 
#33-061-05690, Spacing unit: Sec-
tions 35 and 36, T156N R92W and 
Sections 31 and 32, T156N R91W, 
drill-back outside of spacing unit

Hess Bakken Investments II, 
LLC, RS-Jones-156-92-3532H-4, 
NWSW 35-156N-92W, Mountrail 
Co., 2304’ FSL and 495’ FWL, De-
velopment, Ross, 2322’ Ground, 
API #33-061-05691, Spacing unit: 
Sections 35 and 36, T156N R92W 
and Sections 31 and 32, T156N 
R91W, drill-back outside of spacing 
unit

Hess Bakken Investments II, 
LLC, RS-Jones-156-92-3532H-5, 
NWSW 35-156N-92W, Mountrail 
Co., 2271’ FSL and 495’ FWL, De-
velopment, Ross, 2323’ Ground, 
API #33-061-05692, Spacing unit: 
Sections 35 and 36, T156N R92W 
and Sections 31 and 32, T156N 
R91W, drill-back outside of spacing 
unit

Additional Information:
Released from Confi dential Sta-

tus:
Silver Hill Operating, LLC, Ne-

braska E 158-92-5-29-3MBHX, 
SWSW 4-158N-92W, Mountrail 
Co., Cottonwood

Silver Hill Operating, LLC, Min-
nesota W 158-92-4-28-1MBHX, 
SWSW 4-158N-92W, Mountrail 
Co., Cottonwood

Silver Hill Operating, LLC, Ne-
braska E 158-92-5-29-20MBHX, 
SWSW 4-158N-92W, Mountrail 
Co., Cottonwood

Oasis Petroleum North America 
LLC, Feiring State 5793 13-16 2BU, 
NWNE 16-157N-93W, Mountrail 

Co., Big Butte
Oasis Petroleum North America 

LLC, Feiring State 5793 13-16 3BU, 
NWNE 16-157N-93W, Mountrail 
Co., Big Butte

Hunt Oil Company, Burke 155-
90-36-35H-1, SESE 36-155N-90W, 
Mountrail Co., Parshall

Confi dential Wells Plugged or 
Producing:

Hess Bakken Investments II, 
LLC, EN-Will Trust A-157-94-
2734H-5, NENW 27-157N-94W, 
Mountrail Co.

Hess Bakken Investments II, 
LLC, EN-Will Trust C-157-94-
2215H-4, NENW 27-157N-94W, 
Mountrail Co.

Well Name Change:
Hess Bakken Investments II, 

LLC, EN-Van Berkom-157-93-
2627H-2U, NESE 26-157N-93W, 
Mountrail Co., (Previous: EN-Van 
Berkom-157-93-2627H-2)

Hess Bakken Investments II, 
LLC, EN-Van Berkom-157-93-
2627H-3U, NESE 26-157N-93W, 
Mountrail Co., (Previous: EN-Van 
Berkom-157-93-2627H-3)

More information on oil activity 
in the state can be found online at 
https://www.dmr.nd.gov/oilgas/.

CITY OF PALERMO
MEETING MINUTES

MAY 5, 2026
Those present were: Kevin Marmon, 

Wayne Enger, Walter Dunham and Kenny 
Meckle.

Mayor called the meeting to order.
Minutes from the last meeting were 

read. Motion to accept the minutes as read 
was made by Kenny Meckle, seconded by 
Wayne Enger. Motion carried.

Old Business:
Ryan Sandberg rewrote the ordinanc-

es. The City Auditor made copies for the 
City Council to read through them and see 
if any changes need to be made.

The City Council brought up the pav-
ing of the roads in town. It would just be 
the main roads. Mayor will see if he can 
get someone to come to the June meeting 
and go over things.

New Business:
Motion to pay the monthly bills was 

made by Wayne Enger, seconded by Kevin 
Marmon. Motion carried.

Motion to pay the gaming applications 
as follows was made by Kevin Marmon, 
seconded by Kenny Meckle. Motion car-
ried.

Rosen Place on 8th: $500; Mountrail 
Bethel Home Aux.: $250; Stanley Ele-
mentary Special Ed: $1000; Coulee Area 
Cemeteries: $1500; Blaisdell Rodeo Club: 
$2000; Flickertail Village: $3000; Sibyl 
Center: $3000; Stanley FBLA: $2000; 
Shawntel Cryer: $1000

Motion to adjourn was made by Kenny 
Meckle, seconded by Kevin Marmon. Mo-
tion carried.

The next meeting will be on Thursday, 
June 11, 2026, at 7:00 P.M.

Kathryne Meckle
City Auditor

Minutes Of
the Palermo
City Council

CITY OF WHITE EARTH
REGULAR COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 13, 2026
Call to Order
The regular meeting of the White Earth 

City Council was called to order at 7:01 
p.m.

Roll Call
Present: Mayor Greg Gunderson, Justin 

LaBar, Jerold Ogden, Gary Fladeland, and 
Rocky DuBose.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Ogden, seconded by LaBar, 

to approve the agenda. Motion carried.
Reports & Requests
Council Member Ogden requested a 

comprehensive report of hours charged by 
all employees dating back to February 1, 
2026.

Old Business - Street Lights
Mayor Gunderson provided an update 

regarding the ongoing street light situation 
and current progress being made.

New Business - Amendment to Heavy 
Vehicle Ordinance

Motion by LaBar to adopt the amend-
ment to the Heavy Vehicle Ordinance with 
changes, including moving Subsection G 
from Section 2 and changing the language 
from “amendment” to “exception”, sec-
onded by Fladeland.

Roll Call Vote:
LaBar - Yea; Ogden - Yea; Fladeland - 

Yea; DuBose - Yea. Motion carried.
Interim Exceptions to Heavy Vehicle 

Ordinance
Motion by LaBar to grant interim per-

mission to provide exceptions to the Heavy 
Vehicle Ordinance until the ordinance 
amendment is formally adopted, seconded 
by Ogden.

Roll Call Vote:
LaBar - Yea; Ogden - Yea; Fladeland - 

Yea; DuBose - Yea. Motion carried.
Repairing Portion of 1st Street
Motion by LaBar to use existing mate-

rial to build up the affected portion of 1st

Street, seconded by Ogden. Motion carried.
Beginning Steps of Improving the 

Dike
Justin LaBar will check with the appro-

priate agencies to explore what improve-
ments can be made regarding the dike 
project.

May Cleanup Month
Motion by LaBar to deem May as 

Cleanup Month, with all dump fees waived 
and city employees providing pickup of 
items placed in front of residences, sec-
onded by Ogden. Motion carried.

Roll-Off Dumpster for Dump
Motion by LaBar to order a roll-off 

dumpster for the city dump, seconded by 
Ogden. Motion carried.

Dump Hours
Motion by LaBar to have the dump 

open on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays from Noon 
to 1:00 p.m., with the Auditor and Deputy 
Auditor available to open the dump during 
the week during regular offi ce hours, sec-
onded by Ogden. Motion carried.

Employee Punch List
Discussion was held regarding creating 

a punch list for work required by employ-
ees. Item tabled.

Dumpster Bid
Motion by Rocky DuBose to accept the 

bid of $100.00 for the dumpster, seconded 
by Fladeland. Ryan will research whether 
the city can sell dumpsters outright or if 
they are required to be put out for bid go-
ing forward. Motion carried.

Public Comment Period
Monica Neether discussed concerns re-

garding smoking in the building.
Adjournment
Motion to adjourn by Ogden, seconded 

by Fladeland, at 8:31 p.m. Motion carried.
Mayor Greg Gunderson

Tamron LaBar, Auditor

Minutes Of
White Earth
City Council

Probate No. 31-2026-PR-00047
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

MOUNTRAIL COUNTY,
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
In the Matter of the Estate of

JOYCE HOLLEKIM, Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the undersigned has been appointed per-
sonal representative of the above estate. 
All persons having claims against the 
said deceased are required to present 
their claims within three months after the 
date of the fi rst publication or mailing of 
this notice or said claims will be forever 
barred. Claims must either be presented to 
LORI A. HANSON, Personal Representa-
tive of the estate, at 2525 Elk Drive, P.O. 
Box 1000, Minot, ND 58702-1000, or fi led 
with the Court.

Dated this 11th day of May, 2026.
/s/ Lori A. Hanson

Lori A. Hanson
Brent M. Olson - #05593
PRINGLE & HERIGSTAD, P.C.
2525 Elk Drive
P.O. Box 1000
Minot, ND 58702-1000
bolson@pringlend.com
Attorneys for: Personal Representative

First publication on the 13th day of 
May, 2026.

May 13, 20, 27, 2026
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ABRA Auto Body Repair Mi-
not will host Cruisin’ for a Cause, 
a community car show benefi ting 
Easterseals Goodwill of North Da-
kota, on Saturday, May 30, 2026, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 629 
20th Ave SE in Minot.

Cruisin’ for a Cause builds on 
ABRA Minot’s ongoing commit-
ment to supporting people with 
disabilities through inclusive, com-
munity-centered fundraising events. 
All proceeds from the event will di-
rectly support Easterseals Goodwill 
ND programs and services serving 
individuals and families in the Mi-
not region.

Vehicle registration is still 
open for car enthusiasts, with en-
tries available for a fee per vehicle. 
Guests can enjoy delicious food 
from Big B’s Treats, Home Cooked 
Filipino-Touched Cuisine, and Ev-
eryday’s Sundae, browse offerings 
from local vendors, and take part 
in a variety of family-friendly ac-
tivities. The event will also feature 
grand prize giveaways, a vehicle 
giveaway through NABC Recycled 
Rides, and a special appearance 
from Minot Hot Tots mascot Tate 
R. Tot. Whether bringing a vehicle 
to exhibit or attending to enjoy the 
festivities, the public is encouraged 
to join the community in supporting 
a great cause.

“Cruisin’ for a Cause is about 
more than cars, it’s about creating 
opportunities and supporting people 
of all abilities,” said Jeremy Buller, 
CEO of ABRA Minot, Mandan, and 
Bismarck. “We’re proud to continue 
partnering with Easterseals Good-
will ND and to help drive positive 
impact right here in Minot.”

Proceeds from the event will 
help support Easterseals Goodwill 

“Cruisin For A Cause” Car Show Will
Benefi t Easterseals Goodwill ND

ND’s wide range of local services, 
including residential supports, fam-
ily support services, day habilita-
tion, vocational rehabilitation, and 
employment programs. In the Minot 
region alone, Easterseals Goodwill 
ND serves nearly 150 individuals 
through residential, day, and voca-
tional programs that promote inde-
pendence, skill development, and 
community inclusion.

“Last year’s A Walk for a Cause 
hosted by ABRA demonstrated the 
power of community-driven support 
and the lasting impact it can have,” 
said Dr. Mary Van Haneghan, Presi-
dent and CEO of Easterseals Good-
will of North Dakota. “Because of 
ABRA Minot’s leadership and the 
generosity of community members, 
we were able to raise awareness and 
strengthen programs that support 
people with disabilities right here in 
Minot. Cruisin’ for a Cause builds 
on that momentum - bringing peo-
ple together to celebrate inclusion, 
expand opportunities, and ensure 
individuals and families continue 
to receive the services and supports 
they need to thrive.”

Cruisin’ for a Cause is free to at-
tend, and donations are encouraged. 
Additional event details can be 
found on Facebook at: https://www.
facebook.com/share/1L3J8JR9Yg.

Make Sure Trees, Shrubs Are
Winter Hardy Before Purchasing
Agriculture Commissioner Doug 

Goehring is encouraging homeown-
ers to read the tag and research va-
rieties before buying and planting 
nursery stock for their property.

“Spring is here, and homeown-
ers may be anxious to add trees and 
shrubs to their landscapes,” Goeh-
ring said. “Many varieties of trees 
and shrubs adapt well to North Da-
kota’s climate and soils, but before 
you plant, you may want to talk with 
a trusted local nursery dealer, hor-
ticulturist or local extension agent. 
They will help you select nursery 
stock that you will enjoy for years 
to come.”

Goehring said the North Dakota 
Department of Agriculture receives 
numerous complaints every year 
from both consumers and dealers 
about non-hardy stock being sold in 
the state. North Dakota is in plant 
hardiness zones 3 and 4. Using a 
trusted source to verify that the 
plant tag shows the correct hardi-
ness zone for that plant species is 
recommended.

State law requires that all trees 
and shrubs, designated by the agri-
culture commissioner as non-hardy 
must be labeled “non-hardy in North 
Dakota.”

“Selling unlabeled non-hardy 
stock is bad behavior, predatory in 
nature and a waste of the consum-
er’s money,” Goehring said. “Con-
sumers who purchase unlabeled 
non-hardy stock should return it for 
a full refund.”

The penalty for violating the law 
is up to $500 per incident. Repeated 
violations can result in denial or re-
vocation of a nursery license.

“Some plants are not adapted to 
surviving our North Dakota win-
ters when the temperature can drop 
to 25 degrees below zero and cold-
er,” Goehring said. “Some plants 
may not tolerate our soil types or 
dry winter conditions. Plants not 
adapted to our environment can also 
make them more susceptible to plant 
pests and diseases.”

The most common, non-hardy 
trees and shrubs offered for sale 
in North Dakota include emerald 
arborvitae, dwarf Alberta spruce, 
eastern redbud, oakleaf hydran-
gea, Japanese snowball (Viburnum 
plicatum), dappled willow and cer-
tain varieties of fruit trees, such as 
peaches and sweet cherries. Emer-
ald arborvitae and dwarf Alberta 
spruce are sometimes labeled as 
hardy from 30 to 40 degrees below 
zero, but they tend to winter burn 
badly resulting in death or severe 
dieback.

NDDA nursery inspectors have 
been out visiting nurseries and 
checking for non-hardy nursery 
stock as well as other compliance 
with North Dakota nursery law, in-
cluding proper labeling, pests and 

disease, and plant health and viabil-
ity.

A more detailed listing of non-
hardy trees and shrubs and a list of 
all licensed nurseries is available 
on the North Dakota Department of 
Agriculture website. A plant hardi-
ness zone map is available on the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
website.

For more information, contact your local newspaper representative.

FOCUS:
Community 

Involved

74%
of North Dakota newspaper readers
believe that they have a responsibility to
help shape the future of their communities.

*2024 North Dakota State Study, Conducted by Coda Ventures
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