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DAKOTA 
DATEBOOK: 
Memorial Day in 
North Dakota
By Jack Dura

May 25, 2026 – Today is Memorial 
Day! Here is a sampling of how com-
munities throughout North Dakota 
have observed the day of military re-
membrance, from picnics to parades 
to poppy
sales.

In Reeder, the Carl Hendrickson Amer-
ican Legion Post 51 prepared the 
cemetery for Memorial Day and flew 
flags on each side of the cemetery av-
enue. The Legion and the local Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary began handling 
Memorial Day programs together in 
1922. Proceeds from poppy sales on 
the Saturday before Memorial Day 
benefited veterans with disabilities. 
In 1948, organizers ordered flags to 
place on every veteran’s grave.

The Memorial Day parade in 1919 in 
Pembina was led by an automobile 
carrying the last two local Civil War 
veterans. Following them was the first 
appearance of local World War One 
veterans, parading in formation, wear-
ing helmets. Sailors, the Boy Scouts, 
Campfire Girls and schoolchildren 
also were also in the parade lineup. 
Parade-goers held a ceremony on the
Pembina River Bridge and decorated 
the graves of veterans.

In 1974, in Ambrose, North Dakota, 
Sunday school children of the Presby-
terian church marched from the town 
flagpole to the cemetery to decorate 
graves. Each child carried a bouquet 
of wildflowers he or she had gath-
ered the day before. They returned to 
church for Memorial Day services.

In 1909, Langdon-area residents lost 
five neighbors in a tornado the eve-
ning before Memorial Day – giving 
double significance to the day years 
afterward.

On Memorial Day in 1927, a band 
marched to the home of the last 
surviving Civil War veteran in Drake, 
North Dakota, to serenade him.

The first Memorial Day service held in 
New Salem was in 1894, when chil-
dren gathered in the morning at the 
opera hall and marched to the ceme-
tery with flags and flowers. In the eve-
ning, the children gave a recital at the 
opera hall.

“Dakota Datebook” is a radio series 
from Prairie Public in partnership with 
the State Historical Society of North 
Dakota and with funding from The 
Study ND. See all the Dakota Date-
books at prairiepublic.org, subscribe 
to the “Dakota Datebook” podcast, 
or buy the Dakota Datebook book at 
shopprairiepublic.org.
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