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Game and Fish releases midwinter
waterfowl survey numbers

The North Dakota Game and
Fish Department’s annual
midwinter waterfowl survey in
early January indicated about
135,000 Canada geese and
9,500 mallards in the state.

Mason Ryckman, department
migratory game bird biologist,
said numbers were pretty similar
to years when Lake Sakakawea
is still open, besides the record-
breaking number of 300,000-
plus Canada geese in 2024.

“Unlike last year when Lake
Sakakawea was completely frozen
at the time of the survey, this year

a portion of the lake remained
relatively ice free from Garrison Dam
to the mouth of the little Missouri
River,” Ryckman said. “We were
able to count 39,000-plus Canada
geese on the lake this year. We
would have probably overwintered
more waterfowl if we didn’t receive
the snow we did in late November
and early December. It likely pushed
birds south of the border due to not
having access to waste grain in ag
fields. However, the snow didn’t last
long, which helped the birds that did
stay until the time of the survey.”
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Photo courtesy of North
Dakota Game and Fish
During the 2026 survey, an
estimated 109,112 Canada geese
were observed on the Missouri
River and Lake Sakakawea,
another 16,894 on Nelson Lake
in Oliver County, and an additional
8,500-plus geese in other parts
of the state. Ryckman said Game
and Fish staff and partners with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
recorded the additional 9,500
mallards across the state.

The 10-year average (2017-26)
for the midwinter survey in North
Dakota is 115,950 Canada geese
and 13,400 mallards. The survey
helps biologists gauge wintering
distribution of waterfowl in

North Dakota, and other states
throughout the Central Flyway.

‘JERGENS’ CON’'T FROM PAGE 1

Last year, Jurgens served as
vice president of the board.

He has been with the Walsh
County Sheriff’s office since
1991 and has served as Sheriff
in Walsh County since 2014.

Jurgens said the executive
board of the North Dakota
Sheriffs and Deputies
Association works closely with
the North Dakota Legislature
and helps craft bills dealing
with issues facing law
enforcement in the state.

Re-election bid

Jurgens also announced

last week his plans to run
for a fourth term as Walsh
County Sheriff. Jurgens said
experience is very important.

Since joining the Walsh County
Sheriff’s Office in 1991,

he has served as a Patrol
Deputy, Sergeant and Chief
Deputy. If elected, it would be
Jurgens’ fourth, four-year term
as Walsh County Sheriff.
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husband finally notices it's gone, it
will be because he’s looking for a
notation on the cover rather than
the pages inside (those are now best
suited to making pressed flowers).
We now have a responsibility to ask
for and give cell phone numbers to
neighbors. This saves time when
horses jump the fence, a package
is delivered to the wrong address,
or a meeting is cancelled at the
last minute. A text group can alert
a dozen people before they even
leave home when a power outage
or plumbing issue closes the coffee
shop where you expected to meet

In-kind donations. We should never
forget that the contributions people
make to our communities come in
many forms. Time and talents are
priceless. But it takes real money

to pay for the gas to get to and from
meetings and events. For many
families, that includes extra out-of-
the-way mileage to drop off and pick
up kids or a babysitter. When you
live in the country, those miles and
those costs add up. And it doesn’t
cost one thin dime to say, “I know it
took effort for you to be here, and
want you to know it's appreciated.”

Common courtesy. Have you seen
that wedding invitations now come
with a QR code for your reception

RSVP? Kudos to the couples who
make things easy for others. If only
mannerly behavior in all situations
could be that simple. But sometimes
it takes a bit more effort. Like finding
the phone number of an organizer to
call and say your kid is sick and won’t
make it to hunter safety class so the
volunteers running it aren’t stalling
the start, thinking latecomers are

on their way. If you're the organizer
whose phone number is listed as

an event contact, remember to
check your messages and voicemail
S0 you can relay information from
those with the courtesy to call.

No-shows. Stuff happens. Plans
change. There are good reasons,
and there are poor excuses for
not showing up. This applies to
participants and to volunteers.
No-show volunteers make things
harder for the ones who do make
it. No-show participants cost event
organizers time, effort, expenses
and other resources that are
already in short supply. | would
remind that those expenses, like

meals at a wedding reception,

are usually paid for up front.

When you live where it’s not feasible
to make a quick trip to town for
stuff after you see who shows up,
someone is putting in the effort in
advance. Someone is paying for
food or supplies for the number of
people who said they were coming.
Even if it's a donation, the meat
for sloppy joe sandwiches for a
hunter safety field day has to be
thawed and prepared in advance.

In our rural communities, everything
from 4-H to vacation Bible school
requires materials and preparation
- often paid for and accomplished
by volunteers who could be doing
something else. Most of them
volunteer because they want to
contribute to the community. Most
of them don’t expect anything
more than a bit of courtesy and
unspoken recognition that their
time and efforts are appreciated.

That’s not much to ask.
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Bring Us Your 2026 Building Ideas!

The best start for any building project is a call or email to Century Builders
Our experienced team will be with you at every stage,
from design through completion.
And our initial layout drawings and options of cost are free!

mCommercial mShops mSheds mLivestock Barns mShouses

Call Now: 701-371-6604

Business & Professional

Services Index
To place a listing, call 701-454-6333

Dr. Tom Dunham
Optometrist

Family Vision Care
Contact Lenses
Located Next to

Drayton Drug
Office hours Wednesdays
Appointments can be made
anytime

454-3340

1,5

14778 Hwy 17
Grafton, ND

GRAFTON, ND

Office: 701-352-3414
Cell: 701-520-9891
rocks@invisimax.com
rockselectricconstruction.com
Master License ND: 1361 MN: AMO03772

Park River
Dental Ofhice

Dr. Nic Beneda, DDS

Dr. Brian Larson, DDS
202 Park St East, along Hwy 17
Park River, ND 58270

701-284-6131

www. parkniverdental.com
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PLUMBING LLC
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Service | Remodel
| New Construction | Sewer Cleaning
| Sewer Inspection
Brandon Patterson, Owner
Phone#:701-270-9770
Contact Patterson Plumbing for
ALL your plumbing needs!!
#PC769435
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Say it with flowers

Andrew Moe, Owner
045 Summit
Grafton, ND 58237

(7or) 352-2241
(800) 230-2241

Catfish Gapital

Guns & Ammo
Rich Johnson 331-2885
406 W. Grant Ave., Drayton
(back door, south side)

Open Tues-Thurs 6pm to 9pm
Sat 9am to 5pm

LeTexier's

Cleaning Service

= Residential & Commercial Services
= Fire & Water Restoration
= Carpet & Furniture Cleaning
= Air Duct Cleaning

FREE ESTIMATES + 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

Toll Free 1 (888) 549-3247 4 Mobile (701) 520-1897

Frank LeTexier, Owner
IICRC CERTIFIED

CLEAN-WELL LIGHTED HIGH CEILINGS-EASY
ACCESS WIDE DRIVEWAY-5 SIZES TO CHOOSE
FROM-LONG TERM DISCOUNTS
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SELF STORAGE CENTER

NEW: 6’ X 8’ Portable Storage - Rental
Units We Deliver - Call For Rates

Highway 66 - Drayton, ND 58225
701-741-0086 or 701 454-6233

AUSTIN FUNERAL

&Q CHAPEL @7

Serving all Faiths
Pre-need Funeral Arrangements
Monuments & Markers |

Tel. 454-3333
Drayton, ND
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VETERINARY CLINIC

106 Division Ave N, Suite B, Cavalier, ND

Y Olde
‘Medicine Center

Your Professional
Prescription Service

Ye Olde Medicine Center
503 Park St. W.
Park River, ND
(701) 284-7676
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TIRE OCFUEL

601 Main St. West - Cavalier, ND

LOOKING TO HIRE

SHOP
HELP

COMPETITIVE WAGE
AND BENEFITS.

CONTACT ALAN @
265-4633

or stop in for an application.

CENTURY BUILDERS

YOUR STEEL & POST FRAME PROFESSIONALS

info@centurybuildersnd.com | www.centurybuildersnd.com
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Age 55+ workers needed for
part time light custodial work
at Lake Bronson State Park
in Minnesota.

Now Hiring: Class A (DL Driver

D&D Commodities, a business unit of Central Garden and Pet, is
seeking a Class A CDL Driver to join our team in Argyle. This is a
local driving position transporting products between our Stephen
and Argyle facilities — no over-the-road or overnight travel. A
valid Class A CDL is required, and candidates must meet all DOT
requirements. Monday—Friday, 7:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Apply online at
www.greenviewmn.com or call Green
View at 651-639-1913

Learn more or apply at: www.ddcommodities.com/
employment

ELECTRICAL SERVICES: Reliable & AUTOS WANTED
experienced. Competitive rates. From
simple household problems to installing
a brand new electrical system, we can
take care of it all! Call now and have
the zip code of the service location

when you calll 1-877-403-0282

HELP WANTED FARMLAND FOR SALE Elms Twp. Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-7066
Bottineau County Deadline February
12 @ 2pm Submit bids to waindslake@

live.com Call Tom at 701-871-0310

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Call today for your
fair cash offer: 1-701-498-1853

ELEMENTARY TEACHERS wanted:
Christian Crossroads Academy. Stanley,
ND. Opening Fall 2026. Opportunity to
integrate skills and faith. Learn more:
@CCAND.com or call 701-621-2341.

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to help find
missing children and prevent abduction.
Fast free pickup, running or not, 24 hr
response. No emission test required,
maximum tax deduction. Support Find
the Children, call: 1-833-545-0694.

ND FARM LAND Values surge upward.
Are you selling or renting? Pifer’'s
Auction and Farm Land Management.
Bob Pifer 701.371.8538. Kevin Pifer
701.238.5810. Free evaluation.

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE RESTORATION.
Our trusted professionals will restore
your home to protect your family

and your home’s value! Call 24/7:
1-877-936-0513 Mold Remediation
services are also available!

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word classified
ad—like this one—in every North Dakota
newspaper for only $160. It's easy.
Contact this newspaper for details.

STRUGGLING WITH DEBT? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we help
you be debt free in as little as 24-
48 months. Pay nothing to enroll.
Call Now: 1-877-688-0872

HEALTH/MEDICAL
MSC FOR SALE VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guaranteed.
SERVICES CA$H PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster.

These brands only! Call 1-833-641-6634

FARMLAND
MISCELLANEOUS HAVE A NEWS release or other
information that needs to reach all
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper
Association can help! One call

does it all. 701-223-6397.

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty
rooms? Chipped or damaged frames?
Need outside noise reduction? New,
energy efficient windows may be the
answer! Call for a consultation &
FREE quote today. 1-877-200-2734

WANTED TO PURCHASE OR RENT
farmland in the Drayton, St.
Thomas, Oakwood area. Call Andy
Grzadzieleski at 701-360-3351.

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Looking
for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson

LOOKING FOR THE most complete listing
of ND Media? ND Media Guide. Call 701-
223-6397, ND Newspaper Association.




