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HELP WANTED

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word 
classifi ed ad—like this one—in 
every North Dakota newspaper 
for only $160. It’s easy. Contact 
this newspaper for details.

SERVICES

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise 
reduction? New, energy effi cient 
windows may be the answer! 
Call for a consultation & FREE 
quote today. 1-877-200-2734

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:  Reliable 
& experienced. Competitive 
rates.  From simple household 
problems to installing a brand new 
electrical system, we can take 
care of it all! Call now and have 
the zip code of the service location 
when you call! 1-877-403-0282

STRUGGLING WITH DEBT? If you 
have over $15,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing to 
enroll. Call Now: 1-877-688-0872

FARMLAND

WANTED TO PURCHASE OR RENT 

farmland in the Drayton, St. 
Thomas, Oakwood area.  Call Andy 
Grzadzieleski at 701-360-3351.

ND FARM LAND Values surge 
upward. Are you selling or 
renting? Pifer’s Auction and 
Farm Land Management. Bob 
Pifer 701.371.8538. Kevin Pifer 
701.238.5810. Free evaluation.

MSC FOR SALE

CA$H PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call 1-833-641-6634

LOOKING FOR THE most complete 
listing of ND Media? ND Media 
Guide. Call 701-223-6397, 
ND Newspaper Association.

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR vehicle to help 
fi nd missing children and prevent 
abduction.  Fast free pickup, 
running or not, 24 hr response.  No 
emission test required, maximum 
tax deduction.  Support Find the 
Children, call: 1-833-545-0694. 

HEALTH/MEDICAL

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417

MISCELLANEOUS

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Looking 
for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 1-833-641-7066

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Call today for your 
fair cash offer: 1-701-498-1853

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE 
RESTORATION. Our trusted 
professionals will restore your 
home to protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 
1-877-936-0513 Mold Remediation 
services are also available!

HAVE a news release or other 
information that needs to reach all 
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper 
Association can help! One call 
does it all. 701-223-6397.

Now Hiring: Class A CDL Driver

D&D Commodities, a business unit of  Central Garden and Pet, is 
seeking a Class A CDL Driver to join our team in Argyle. This is a 
local driving position transporting products between our Stephen 
and Argyle facilities — no over-the-road or overnight travel. A 
valid Class A CDL is required, and candidates must meet all DOT 

requirements. Monday–Friday, 7:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

Learn more or apply at: www.ddcommodities.com/
employment

Your Professional 
Prescription Service

Ye Olde Medicine Center
503 Park St. W.
Park River, ND 
(701) 284-7676

Business & Professional
Services Index 

To place a listing, call 701-454-6333

Bomber Buddy Jasper Halvorson 
handed leadership responsibilities to 
incoming fi fth grader Easton Bratlie 
by presenting him with a Bomber 
Buddy vest, the recess shed key, and 
a walkie talkie, tools representing 
trust, responsibility, and service. The 
moment marked the continuation of 
a leadership tradition that is already 
strengthening school culture.

As each new Bomber Buddy was 

introduced, they walked the red 
recognition runway to enthusiastic 
applause from their peers. 
Each student shared a personal 
leadership goal, explaining how 
they hope to help others and 
make a positive impact this year.

Bomber Buddies are trained student 
leaders who: help classmates 
take turns and share equipment, 
include students who may feel 

left out, assist with solving small 
confl icts calmly and fairly, and 
model kindness, fairness, and 
responsibility. While they do not 
replace adult supervision, they 
serve as positive role models and 
extra support during recess.

Through the ceremony, Mrs. 
Schumacher reinforced Drayton 
Public School’s message of One 
School. One Team. Soaring to 

‘BOMBER BUDDIES’ CON’T FROM  PAGE 1

have leased or purchased 3,400 
acres from 23 landowners and have 
not encountered any issues. The 
land acquired for the project was 
very alkaline and Hoppe said he 
was told the farmers were glad to 
not have to farm it moving forward. 

Rep. Anna Novak, R-Hazen and 
chair of the committee, invited three 
companies she considers to “have 
a great track record” in working with 
landowners to obtain consent for 
transmission lines and pipelines in 
the state: Grid Electric, Oneok, and 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative. 

Those speakers all emphasized 
the importance of engaging 
landowners and local offi cials in 
the process early on and making a 
good faith effort to accommodate 
any concerns or opposition. 

Brant Johnson, senior vice president 
of development for Grid United, 
the company developing the North 
Plains Connector transmission 
line to increase the connectivity 
between east and west electricity 
grids, said his team has made 
400 route changes to the 425-
mile line, a 50-mile increase 
from its original route, in order 
to accommodate landowners’ 
wishes. If someone is adamantly 
opposed to their project, they don’t 
play hardball, but go and talk to 
their neighbors instead, he said.

Grid United pays landowners for the 
right to survey, the time required 
to review contract documents, 
building on their land and the 
right-of-way itself. Most importantly, 
Grid United priorities “hands on, 
pragmatic dialogue” with affected 
landowners, Johnson said. 

“It’s kind of expensive to do it 
this way,” Johnson said, but 
worth it to “demonstrate the 
kind of fl exibility that you need 
in order to develop a route with 
support in the communities.”

Oneok has constructed and 
operates around 6,000 miles of 
pipeline in North Dakota. Danette 
Welsh, director of government 
relations for Oneok, said the vast 
majority of those pipelines are for 
gathering oil and gas from wells 
and moving it to central locations. 
Gathering lines are not eligible for 
eminent domain, a legal proceeding 
that can force landowners to 
consent, she said. If they can’t 
obtain the landowner’s consent, 
Oneok reroutes the pipeline.

A representative from Basin Electric 
said negotiations with landowners 
involve many factors and opposition 
can take many forms. At times, it’s 
a request for the project to cross on 
the edge of the property rather than 
across a cultivated fi eld. Others can’t 
reach an agreement on the terms 
and conditions, the insurance and 
liability and surface use provisions. 

“There are things we can do to have 
a minimal or lesser impact on their 
property,” said Mike Murray, director 
of property and right of way for 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative. 

Perdue asked lawmakers to 
remember most, if not all, of this 
development will use land that 
is, and will continue to be used 
for farming and ranching. ”We 
think it’s very important that 
landowners are engaged in these 
conversations proactively,” he said.

Multiple landowners spoke to 
lawmakers on Thursday pushing 
back on the idea that all companies 
operate transparently and have built 
trust with landowners in the area. 

“Relationships are built on what 
you do, not what you say,” said 
Josh Dukart, a rancher in Oliver 
County. “Let’s not think that 
everything is rosy and peachy.” 

Local control

McLean County has been attempting 
to tackle many of these issues by 
using zoning as a tool to guide, 
not constrain, development. 
County Commission Vice-Chair 
Steve Cottingham said they know 
the county has to keep bringing 
in new oranges in order to avoid 
squeezing what they have for 
a tax base for more juice. 

“It all boils down to working 
together,” Cottingham said. 

Sen. Kathy Hogan, D-Fargo, 
said one of the most important 
issues this committee could try 
to solve is the confl ict between 
state control and local control of 
how development is regulated. 

“Finding that balance between 
local authority and state authority 
and complex, big systems projects, 
that has been an issue for us 
as policy-makers for decades,” 
Hogan said. “I think it’s important 
to hear the local voice.”

This was a prominent discussion 
during the 2025 legislative session. 
House Bill 1258, now law, gave 
the Public Service Commission 
more authority on transmission 
lines, taking away authority from 
townships and counties.

Welsh said too much variance 
in regulations between 
neighboring districts, whether 
townships or counties, can be 
dangerous and challenging. 

“Having consistency is very 
important,” Welsh said.

New Heights, ensuring students 
understand what it truly means 
to lead and support one another. 
Students were reminded that 
leadership is not about being 
the loudest voice; it is about 

helping others rise. With fl ight 
school complete and vests on, 
this year’s Bomber Buddies are  
ready for takeoff,  continuing a 
tradition of student leadership 
that is truly soaring.
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