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C L A S S I F I E D S

Public Notices

HELP WANTED

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word 
classified ad—like this one—in 
every North Dakota newspaper 
for only $160. It’s easy. Contact 
this newspaper for details.

SERVICES

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise 
reduction? New, energy efficient 
windows may be the answer! 
Call for a consultation & FREE 
quote today. 1-877-200-2734

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:  Reliable 
& experienced. Competitive 
rates.  From simple household 
problems to installing a brand new 
electrical system, we can take 
care of it all! Call now and have 

the zip code of the service location 
when you call! 1-877-403-0282

STRUGGLING WITH DEBT? If you 
have over $15,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing to 
enroll. Call Now: 1-877-688-0872

FARMLAND

WANTED TO PURCHASE OR RENT 
farmland in the Drayton, St. 
Thomas, Oakwood area.  Call Andy 
Grzadzieleski at 701-360-3351.

ND FARM LAND Values surge 
upward. Are you selling or 
renting? Pifer’s Auction and 
Farm Land Management. Bob 
Pifer 701.371.8538. Kevin Pifer 
701.238.5810. Free evaluation.

MSC FOR SALE

CA$H PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call 1-833-641-6634

LOOKING FOR THE most complete 
listing of ND Media? ND Media 
Guide. Call 701-223-6397, ND 
Newspaper Association.

WANTED TO BUY 

TOP CASH: Old Clocks; Watches; 
Radios; Signs: Toys; Coin; 
Jewelry; Fountain Pens; Edison; 
Military. Anything Old/Antique. 
Always buying. Call Larry, 
Brainerd MN, 386-785-3084

AUTOS WANTED

HELP FIND MISSING KIDS and 
keep kids safe by donating your 
Car, Truck, Van or SUV to Find 
the Children.  Running or not, 
no emission test required.  Fast 
free pickup, 24 hr response, 
May Qualify for Tax Donation. 
Call 1-833-545-0694

HEALTH/MEDICAL

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417

MISCELLANEOUS

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Looking 
for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 

And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 1-833-641-7066

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Call today for your 
fair cash offer: 1-701-498-1853

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE 
RESTORATION. Our trusted 
professionals will restore your 
home to protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 
1-877-936-0513 Mold Remediation 
services are also available!

HAVE a news release or other 
information that needs to reach all 
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper 
Association can help! One call 
does it all. 701-223-6397.

87963
ABSTRACT OF STATEMENT

FOR THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 2025

of the
National Teachers Associates Life Insurance 
Company
In the state of Texas
Total Assets 687213635
Total Liabilities 627860518
Aggregate write-ins
for special surplus 
funds

 
1999498

Common Capital Stock 2500000
Preferred Capital Stock 0
Aggregate Write-ins for 
Other Than
Special Surplus Funds

 
0

Surplus Notes 0
Gross Paid in and
Contributed Surplus

 
41486690

Unassigned Funds 13366929
Total Capital and 
Surplus

59353117

Total Liabilities, Capital
And Surplus

 
687213635

NORTH DAKOTA BUSINESS ONLY
FOR THE YEAR 2025

Total Life and
Annuity Premiums 
Written

 
0

Total Life and
Annuity Direct Losses 
Paid

 
0

Total Accident and
Health Direct Premi-
ums Written

 
29253

Total Accident and
Health Direct Losses 
Paid

 
375

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
I, Jon Godfread, Commissioner of Insurance 
of the State of North Dakota, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true Abstract of State-
ment, as officially filed by the Company in this 
office.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the seal of this office 
at Bismarck, the first day of March, A.D. 2026 
(SEAL).
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
COMPANY'S CERTIFICATE OF

AUTHORITY
WHEREAS, the above corporation duly or-
ganized under the laws of its state or country 
of domicile, has filed in this office a sworn 
statement exhibiting its condition and business 
for the year ending December 31, 2025 con-
formable to the requirements of the laws of this 
State regarding the business of insurance and
WHEREAS, the said company has filed in this 
office a duly certified copy of its charter with 
certificate of organization in compliance with 
the requirements of insurance law aforesaid,
NOW THEREFORE, I, JON GODFREAD, 
Commissioner of Insurance of the State of 
North Dakota, pursuant to the provisions of said 
laws, do hereby certify that the above named 
company is fully empowered through its autho-
rized agents and representatives, to transact its 
appropriated business of authorized insurance 
in the state according to the laws thereof, until 
the 30th day of April, A.D. 2027.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and seal at Bismarck this first day 
of March, A.D., 2026
(SEAL)
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

 88595
ABSTRACT OF STATEMENT

FOR THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 2025

of the
Emphesys Insurance Company
In the state of Texas
Total Assets 157306884
Total Liabilities 25168902
Aggregate write-ins
for special surplus 
funds

 
0

Common Capital Stock 2613450
Preferred Capital Stock 0
Aggregate Write-ins for
Other Than Special 
Surplus Funds

 
0

Surplus Notes 0
Gross Paid in and
Contributed Surplus

 
128950000

Unassigned Funds 574532
Total Capital and 
Surplus

132137982

Total Liabilities, Capital
And Surplus

 
157306884

NORTH DAKOTA BUSINESS ONLY
FOR THE YEAR 2025
ACCIDENT & HEALTH

Total Premiums 
Earned

0

Total Amount Incurred 0

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
I, Jon Godfread, Commissioner of Insurance 
of the State of North Dakota, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true Abstract of State-
ment, as officially filed by the Company in this 
office.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the seal of this office 
at Bismarck, the first day of March, A.D. 2025 
(SEAL).
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
COMPANY'S CERTIFICATE OF

AUTHORITY
WHEREAS, the above corporation duly or-
ganized under the laws of its state or country 
of domicile, has filed in this office a sworn 
statement exhibiting its condition and business 
for the year ending December 31, 2025 con-
formable to the requirements of the laws of this 
State regarding the business of insurance and
WHEREAS, the said company has filed in this 
office a duly certified copy of its charter with 
certificate of organization in compliance with 
the requirements of insurance law aforesaid,
NOW THEREFORE, I, JON GODFREAD, 
Commissioner of Insurance of the State of 
North Dakota, pursuant to the provisions of said 
laws, do hereby certify that the above named 
company is fully empowered through its autho-
rized agents and representatives, to transact its 
appropriated business of authorized insurance 
in the state according to the laws thereof, until 
the 30th day of April, A.D. 2027.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and seal at Bismarck this first day 
of March, A.D., 2026
(SEAL)
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

 89004
ABSTRACT OF STATEMENT

FOR THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 2025

of the
RGA Life And Annuity Insurance Company
In the state of Missouri
Total Assets 13372222354
Total Liabilities 8520836791
Aggregate write-ins
for special surplus 
funds

 
46797550

Common Capital Stock 3000000
Preferred Capital Stock 0
Aggregate Write-ins for 
Other Than
Special Surplus Funds

 
0

Surplus Notes 35101458
Gross Paid in and
Contributed Surplus

 
2274750000

Unassigned Funds 1175736555
Total Capital and 
Surplus

3851385563

Total Liabilities, Capital
And Surplus

 
13372222354

NORTH DAKOTA BUSINESS ONLY
FOR THE YEAR 2025

Total Life and
Annuity Premiums 
Written

 
37301

Total Life and
Annuity Direct Losses 
Paid

 
0

Total Accident and
Health Direct Premi-
ums Written

 
0

Total Accident and
Health Direct Losses 
Paid

 
0

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
I, Jon Godfread, Commissioner of Insurance 
of the State of North Dakota, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true Abstract of State-
ment, as officially filed by the Company in this 
office.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the seal of this office 
at Bismarck, the first day of March, A.D. 2026 
(SEAL).
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
COMPANY'S CERTIFICATE OF

AUTHORITY
WHEREAS, the above corporation duly or-
ganized under the laws of its state or country 
of domicile, has filed in this office a sworn 
statement exhibiting its condition and business 
for the year ending December 31, 2025 con-
formable to the requirements of the laws of this 
State regarding the business of insurance and
WHEREAS, the said company has filed in this 
office a duly certified copy of its charter with 
certificate of organization in compliance with 
the requirements of insurance law aforesaid,
NOW THEREFORE, I, JON GODFREAD, 
Commissioner of Insurance of the State of 
North Dakota, pursuant to the provisions of said 
laws, do hereby certify that the above named 
company is fully empowered through its autho-
rized agents and representatives, to transact its 
appropriated business of authorized insurance 
in the state according to the laws thereof, until 
the 30th day of April, A.D. 2027.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and seal at Bismarck this first day 
of March, A.D., 2026
(SEAL)
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

 89184
ABSTRACT OF STATEMENT

FOR THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 2025

of the
Sterling Investors Life Insurance Company 
In the state of Indiana 
Total Assets 101,531,320
Total Liabilities 83,342,239
Aggregate write-ins
for special surplus 
funds

 
0

Common Capital Stock 2,500,000
Preferred Capital Stock 0
Aggregate Write-ins for 
Other Than
Special Surplus Funds

 
0

Surplus Notes 0
Gross Paid in and
Contributed Surplus

 
8,800,395

Unassigned Funds 5,031,472
Total Capital and 
Surplus

16,331,867

Total Liabilities, Capital
And Surplus

 
99,674,106

NORTH DAKOTA BUSINESS ONLY
FOR THE YEAR 2025

Total Life and
Annuity Premiums 
Written

 
0

Total Life and
Annuity Direct Losses 
Paid

 
0

Total Accident and
Health Direct Premi-
ums Written

 
52,362

Total Accident and
Health Direct Losses 
Paid

 
29,217

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
I, Jon Godfread, Commissioner of Insurance 
of the State of North Dakota, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true Abstract of State-
ment, as officially filed by the Company in this 
office.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the seal of this office 
at Bismarck, the first day of March, A.D. 2026 
(SEAL).
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
COMPANY'S CERTIFICATE OF

AUTHORITY
WHEREAS, the above corporation duly or-
ganized under the laws of its state or country 
of domicile, has filed in this office a sworn 
statement exhibiting its condition and business 
for the year ending December 31, 2025 con-
formable to the requirements of the laws of this 
State regarding the business of insurance and
WHEREAS, the said company has filed in this 
office a duly certified copy of its charter with 
certificate of organization in compliance with 
the requirements of insurance law aforesaid,
NOW THEREFORE, I, JON GODFREAD, 
Commissioner of Insurance of the State of 
North Dakota, pursuant to the provisions of said 
laws, do hereby certify that the above named 
company is fully empowered through its autho-
rized agents and representatives, to transact its 
appropriated business of authorized insurance 
in the state according to the laws thereof, until 
the 30th day of April, A.D. 2027.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and seal at Bismarck this first day 
of March, A.D., 2026
(SEAL)
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

 93572
ABSTRACT OF STATEMENT

FOR THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 2025

of the
RGA Reinsurance Company
In the state of Missouri
Total Assets 71242725184
Total Liabilities 68253130095
Aggregate write-ins
for special surplus 
funds

 
68558370

Common Capital Stock 2500000
Preferred Capital Stock 0
Aggregate Write-ins for 
Other Than
Special Surplus Funds

 
0

Surplus Notes 810098902
Gross Paid in and
Contributed Surplus

 
1746000000

Unassigned Funds 362437817
Total Capital and 
Surplus

2989595089

Total Liabilities, Capital
And Surplus

 
71242725184

NORTH DAKOTA BUSINESS ONLY
FOR THE YEAR 2025

Total Life and
Annuity Premiums 
Written

 
-39015

Total Life and
Annuity Direct Losses 
Paid

 
129492

Total Accident and
Health Direct Premi-
ums Written

 
0

Total Accident and
Health Direct Losses 
Paid

 
0

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
I, Jon Godfread, Commissioner of Insurance 
of the State of North Dakota, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true Abstract of State-
ment, as officially filed by the Company in this 
office.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the seal of this office 
at Bismarck, the first day of March, A.D. 2026 
(SEAL).
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
COMPANY'S CERTIFICATE OF

AUTHORITY
WHEREAS, the above corporation duly or-
ganized under the laws of its state or country 
of domicile, has filed in this office a sworn 
statement exhibiting its condition and business 
for the year ending December 31, 2025 con-
formable to the requirements of the laws of this 
State regarding the business of insurance and
WHEREAS, the said company has filed in this 
office a duly certified copy of its charter with 
certificate of organization in compliance with 
the requirements of insurance law aforesaid,
NOW THEREFORE, I, JON GODFREAD, 
Commissioner of Insurance of the State of 
North Dakota, pursuant to the provisions of said 
laws, do hereby certify that the above named 
company is fully empowered through its autho-
rized agents and representatives, to transact its 
appropriated business of authorized insurance 
in the state according to the laws thereof, until 
the 30th day of April, A.D. 2027.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and seal at Bismarck this first day 
of March, A.D., 2026
(SEAL)
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

 94587
ABSTRACT OF STATEMENT

FOR THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 2025

of the
Members Health Insurance Company
In the state of Arizona
Total Assets 48370228
Total Liabilities 28707084
Aggregate write-ins
for special surplus 
funds

 
0

Common Capital Stock 2400000
Preferred Capital Stock 0
Aggregate Write-ins for
Other Than Special 
Surplus Funds

 
0

Surplus Notes 0
Gross Paid in and
Contributed Surplus

 
73090129

Unassigned Funds -55826985
Total Capital and 
Surplus

19663144

Total Liabilities, Capital
And Surplus

 
48370228

NORTH DAKOTA BUSINESS ONLY
FOR THE YEAR 2025
ACCIDENT & HEALTH

Total Premiums 
Earned

0

Total Amount Incurred 0

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
I, Jon Godfread, Commissioner of Insurance 
of the State of North Dakota, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true Abstract of State-
ment, as officially filed by the Company in this 
office.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the seal of this office 
at Bismarck, the first day of March, A.D. 2025 
(SEAL).
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
COMPANY'S CERTIFICATE OF

AUTHORITY
WHEREAS, the above corporation duly or-
ganized under the laws of its state or country 
of domicile, has filed in this office a sworn 
statement exhibiting its condition and business 
for the year ending December 31, 2025 con-
formable to the requirements of the laws of this 
State regarding the business of insurance and
WHEREAS, the said company has filed in this 
office a duly certified copy of its charter with 
certificate of organization in compliance with 
the requirements of insurance law aforesaid,
NOW THEREFORE, I, JON GODFREAD, 
Commissioner of Insurance of the State of 
North Dakota, pursuant to the provisions of said 
laws, do hereby certify that the above named 
company is fully empowered through its autho-
rized agents and representatives, to transact its 
appropriated business of authorized insurance 
in the state according to the laws thereof, until 
the 30th day of April, A.D. 2027.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and seal at Bismarck this first day 
of March, A.D., 2026
(SEAL)
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

 20109
ABSTRACT OF STATEMENT

FOR THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 2025

of the
BITCO National Insurance Company
In the state of Iowa
Total Assets 186,509,719
Total Liabilities 86,450,328
Aggregate write-ins
for special surplus 
funds

 
0

Common Capital Stock 5,000,000
Preferred Capital Stock 0
Aggregate Write-ins for 
Other Than
Special Surplus Funds

 
0

Surplus Notes 0
Gross Paid in and
Contributed Surplus

 
40,000,000

Unassigned funds 
(surplus)

55,059,391

Total Capital and 
Surplus

100,059,391

Total Liabilities, Capital
And Surplus

 
186,509,719

NORTH DAKOTA BUSINESS ONLY
FOR THE YEAR 2025

Total Direct Premiums
Earned

 
1,853

Total Direct Losses
Incurred

 
0

Total Accident and
Health Direct Premi-
ums Earned

 
0

Total Accident and
Health Direct Losses 
Incurred

 
0

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
I, Jon Godfread, Commissioner of Insurance 
of the State of North Dakota, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true Abstract of State-
ment, as officially filed by the Company in this 
office.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the seal of this office 
at Bismarck, the first day of March, A.D. 2026 
(SEAL).
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF INSURANCE
COMPANY'S CERTIFICATE OF

AUTHORITY
WHEREAS, the above corporation duly or-
ganized under the laws of its state or country 
of domicile, has filed in this office a sworn 
statement exhibiting its condition and business 
for the year ending December 31, 2025 con-
formable to the requirements of the laws of this 
State regarding the business of insurance and
WHEREAS, the said company has filed in this 
office a duly certified copy of its charter with 
certificate of organization in compliance with 
the requirements of insurance law aforesaid,
NOW THEREFORE, I, JON GODFREAD, 
Commissioner of Insurance of the State of 
North Dakota, pursuant to the provisions of said 
laws, do hereby certify that the above named 
company is fully empowered through its autho-
rized agents and representatives, to transact its 
appropriated business of authorized insurance 
in the state according to the laws thereof, until 
the 30th day of April, A.D. 2027.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and seal at Bismarck this first day 
of March, A.D., 2026
(SEAL)
JON GODFREAD
Commissioner of Insurance

 

be trapped? Is anything blocking 
the road? What kind of vehicles 
are involved? What position are 
vehicles in (i.e. upright, upside down, 
separated, together). Can you see if 
the airbags are deployed? What is 
notable about vehicles or their loads 
(i.e. logging truck, propane tanker, 
liquid manure hauler, tractor, ATV/
UTV, Amish horse and buggy, electric 
cybertruck, flatbed trailer loaded 
with beehive boxes, barking dogs in 
the car, injured bear/moose/horse, 
even “there’s a crane truck upside 
down on top of a pickup truck”).

Now imagine you’re calling for help 
for a neighbor. What’s the location 
– precisely? Approximate age, 
gender, and weight of the patient? 
Are they conscious? Able to talk? 
Oriented or confused? Ill or injured? 
What’s the chief reason for calling 
an ambulance? Were they recently 
hospitalized? Were they felling a 
tree and cut by the chainsaw, or 
trapped under the trunk when it 
fell? Do you observe bleeding, vomit, 
loss of bladder or bowel control? 
Shortness of breath? Pallor? Is 
there someone available to stand at 
the end of a long driveway to direct 
the ambulance to the patient? Will 
additional manpower be needed to 
carry them down a narrow flight of 
steps and out to the ambulance? 

Who you gonna call? It’s great 
to be the neighbor folks can count 
on when they need a hand, and to 
have family, friends, and neighbors 
you can count on when you need 
help. But sometimes, it’s not in 
anyone’s best interest to spend 
time seeing if there’s someone 

who can help lift, move, or drive.

Two of the most capable women I 
know have had to call an ambulance 
in recent months. One needed 
cardiac care. The other needed 
pain management. Both briefly 
considered the marginally quicker 
option of having someone drive 
them to the hospital. But a driver 
can’t perform CPR while operating 
a motor vehicle. And a driver isn’t 
necessarily trained or equipped 
to help move someone in extreme 
pain through a house, down steps, 
and into a seated position, liable 
to make the pain even worse on 
the long drive to the hospital. 

There are other conditions, 
as well, that might warrant an 
ambulance call, including, for 
example, heavy bleeding, excessive 
vomiting, shortness of breath, 
and the F.A.S.T. signs of stroke.

And when you live far from a 
hospital, you really, really need to 
read and heed the warnings about 
what circumstances require what 
interventions after a hospital stay or 
outpatient surgery. In other words, 
read the discharge papers (all the 
way through). Have another trusted 
person read them, too, in case 
they need to act on your behalf.

Also consider weather and road 
conditions when making a decision 
about who to call. Icy roads, 
blinding snow, dense fog, road 
construction (especially bridge 
projects), and other factors may 
impact whether it makes sense to 
go to the emergency room by private 

vehicle or call an ambulance. 

ICE and your lock screen. 
Most of us are more or less 
perpetually attached to a cell phone 
nowadays. So it makes sense to 
use it to communicate important 
information for emergency care 
providers – especially for someone 
who is unconscious or otherwise 
unable to answer questions about 
medical conditions, medications, 
and emergency contacts.

It makes even more sense to ensure 
those who need that information can 
access it, even if the phone is locked.

This came up in conversation 
one day among the knitters who 
gather weekly at a local coffee 
shop. It was the first time some 
had ever heard that you can go into 
a phone’s Settings to customize 
your Emergency Information 
(sometimes called ICE for In Case 
of Emergency). People helped each 
other get set up. It’s actually easier 
than picking up a dropped stitch.

Sometimes, though, there’s 
information so important it needs to 
be flagged just in case someone has 
to call 911 for you. After my friend 
Lynn had a stem cell transplant, if 
she needed a blood transfusion, it 
had to be irradiated blood. We have 
both seen enough motor vehicle 
collisions on country roads as EMTs 
to recognize the elevated risk of 
so much travel on rural highways 
to a regional cancer center. So she 
added text to the image on her lock 
screen to flag her medical status 
and blood transfusion needs. 

PNB. In 911 parlance, PNB is short 
for pulseless non-breather. When 
someone calls for an ambulance 
for a person who appears not to be 
breathing or have a pulse, the 911 
operator will probably try to help the 
caller or others at the scene perform 
CPR, if they can, until EMS arrives. 

A few years ago, a neighbor called us 
late one night to help her husband, 
who had fallen. When we arrived, 
he was not breathing, had no pulse, 
and his coloring was gray. Knowing 
something of his age and medical 
history, it appeared he had met a 
welcome end as he had wished, 
in the house where he was born. 

With no cell signal to step outside 
to make a call, we used her landline 
to call 911. When the dispatcher 
asked if we could begin CPR, I 
stumbled over how to respond. I’ve 
done CPR other times for the benefit 
of family members, so they would 
know we tried even if there was 
little chance of bringing the patient 
back. In this situation, it seemed 
unnecessarily intrusive. But the 
call earlier made it seem like she 
thought he just needed help getting 
back to bed. Finally, she reached 
over to pat my shoulder and said, “I 
know he’s gone.” It was a comfort 
to me to be able to speak openly 
then with the 911 dispatcher. 

Here’s what might happen next, in 
a similar situation: The ambulance 
continues en route unless someone 
else authorized to call it a death 
(law enforcement, off-duty EMS) 
arrives first. Wait for them to arrive 
before doing things like turning off 

an oxygen concentrator, removing 
tubing, or repositioning the body. 

Law enforcement may need to call 
in the coroner to make an official 
declaration. I don’t know how long 
that takes in a city, but at the far 
edge of a county, it’s a good while. In 
the meantime, they may take photos, 
ask questions – even ask to gather 
up the deceased’s medications. That 
last may be less for investigative 
reasons than to reduce incentives 
for break-ins or pilfering. Once the 
coroner has done their job, there’s 
another wait for the funeral home 
to arrive to collect the body. 

One of the blessings of living in a 
rural area is seeing the kindness 
from law enforcement toward the 
bereaved, who might spend much 
of that wait trying to sort out several 
generations of connections to 
establish which branch of a family 
the duty sergeant belongs to. 
Those officers may stay to help the 
funeral home move the deceased 
with dignity. They may stay even 
longer to put the furniture and other 
things that had to be shifted for 
moving the body back into place.

Longtime readers may recall that 
deputies were dispatched to my 
home not once but twice for welfare 
checks when our former landline 
confused power outages with 
emergencies. That was even more 
embarrassing than butt-dialing 911 
because my pants are too tight. But 
I’m grateful to the 911 operators 
who answer and the deputies and 
EMS personnel who respond – 
even when it’s a false alarm. 

‘911’ CON’T FROM PAGE 7


