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REWIND–
the head coaching position 
in 2009, and with 100 wins 
under his belt, Belquist said 
he's found himself reflecting 
on some of his old teams and 
memorable moments from 
years past.

"It makes you reflect a 
little bit, reflect on the other 
teams and the players and 
how previous seasons went," 
he said. "I guess that's the 
thing it did for me was make 
me think back and realize 
that holy, I'm getting old!"

Soybean Struggles
Monday, Oct. 6, 2025
Soybeans were top of 

mind for many North Dako-
tans last year, as is often the 
case during harvest.

However, it wasn’t the 
harvest that had everyone 
talking soybeans – it was 
China.

Amid recent trade dis-
putes between the United 
States of America and the 
People's Republic of China, 
the Chinese government 
had halted all purchases of 
soybeans from American 
farmers.

The boycott reverberated 
throughout the global soy-
bean market, and with North 
Dakota among America's top 
soybean producers, farmers 
in this state were feeling the 
brunt of China's retaliation.

Eddy County's local farm-
ers were no exception, as just 
about every farm in the area 
grows soybeans. 

Back to Back
Monday, Nov. 24, 2025
The New Rockford-Shey-

enne/Maddock Rockets did 
it again. 

For the second consec-
utive year, the Rockets are 
9-man football state cham-
pions after taking down the 
LaMoure/Litchville-Marion 
Loboes 38-22 in Dakota Bowl 
XXXIII on Friday, Nov. 14.

With the win, the Rock-
ets also earned their 25th 
consecutive victory dating 
back to the beginning of last 
season, and completed their 
second undefeated season 
in a row.

In many respects, the 
2024 and 2025 NR-S/M Rock-
ets have established them-
selves as one of the most 
dominant 9-man football 
teams in the history of North 
Dakota high school athletics.

NRABC, PRC Wind ink 
historic deal

Monday, Dec. 22, 2025
The New Rockford Area 

Betterment Corporation 
(NRABC) has secured a deal 
with PRC Wind that promises 
to inject millions of dollars 

into the local economies of 
Eddy and Wells County.

Dubbed a "Community 
Benefits Agreement" (CBA), 
the arrangement could bring 
close to $5.5 million to lo-
cal communities over the 
next 10 years while Flick-
ertail Wind – the proposed 
43,000-acre wind farm being 
developed by PRC Wind – is 
operational.

Currently in its permit-
ting phase, Flickertail Wind 
was already expected to gen-
erate approximately $1.2 
million in tax revenue for 
Eddy and Wells counties 
every year and millions in 
payments to landowners 
during operation. 

But with this newly-inked 
CBA, which is among the 
largest of its kind ever crafted 
in the United States, Flick-
ertail Wind's anticipated 
contribution to the local 
economy has increased sig-
nificantly.

HEARING–
late Monday night, just 
hours before the hearing 
was scheduled to begin, and 
the decision had to be made 
to reschedule and re-notice 
the hearing.

Eddy County Zoning 
Commission President Stu 
Richter apologized for the 
mistake at the start of their 
regular meeting Tuesday 
morning, during which the 
public hearing was supposed 
to take place.

“We absolutely legally 
cannot proceed,” said Rich-
ter. “I apologize to everyone 
for coming and making the 
effort, we appreciate you 
coming, but we will have 
to try this one more time 
around.”

After concluding their 
regular agenda, the commis-
sion elected not to schedule a 
new hearing until they could 
verify the correct timeline 
and ensure it will be properly 
noticed in the newspaper.

As of press time on Thurs-
day, it was still unclear what 
the new hearing date would 
be.

LUNDSTROM–
pleaded not guilty to the 
single felony charge, but 
amended his plea to guilty 
in December after reaching 
a plea agreement with pros-
ecutors.

During sentencing, the 
Class A felony charge was re-
duced to a misdemeanor, all 
360 days of a 360-day prison 
sentence were suspended, 
allowing Lundstrom to avoid 
time behind bars.

However, Lundstrom was 
sentenced to three years 

of supervised and unsu-
pervised probation, and is 
required to pay $62,104.04 
in restitution to North Amer-
ican Bison, LLC. 

He was also directed to 
write an apology letter as a 
condition of his supervised 
probation, and must com-
plete a mental health evalu-
ation to address his gambling 
addiction. 

Meanwhile, another local 
theft case from last summer 
was also recently resolved.

Ashton Symonds has 
been sentenced on three 
theft charges after activating 
nearly $7,000 in gift cards 
while working at the Dollar 
General in New Rockford.

An affidavit filed with 
the district court states that 
Symonds could be seen on 
security camera footage ac-
tivating the gift cards without 
putting any money into the 
register to pay for them.

She pleaded guilty to the 
charges in late December, 
and similar to Lundstrom 
the judge spared her from 
time behind bars. However, 
she will have to pay $6,990 in 
restitution to Dollar General 
and will remain on probation 
until Dec. 18, 2030.

More recently in Eddy 
County, Loren Anderson was 
sentenced in early January 
on several charges ranging 
from felony theft to assault-
ing a police officer.

Anderson was facing sev-

en felony and misdemeanor 
charges, and after reaching 
a plea agreement all felony 
charges were reduced to 
misdemeanors, while one 
disorderly conduct charge 
was dismissed altogether.

Most notably, Anderson 
had been accused in October 
of stealing a 2021 Dodge Ram 
pickup while its owner, New 
Rockford Fire Chief Tony 
O’Connor, was responding 
to a fire.

A n d e r s o n  w a s  a l s o 
charged in August after con-
cerned parents contacted 
law enforcement upon wit-
nessing Anderson drive up to 
their children at a local golf 
course and ask if they want 
a ride, and verbally accost 
them when they refused.

Court documents say he 
later kicked a sheriff’s deputy 
while resisting arrest and 
attempting to flee.

Anderson was sentenced 
on January 8 and 9, and will 
not have to serve any addi-
tional jail time after being 
given credit for 115 days al-
ready served behind bars for 
the theft charges, and credit 
for 142 days already served 
for the assault and resisting 
arrest charges. The remain-
der of his prison sentence 
was suspended. 

All of his fees and fines 
were also waived for indi-
gency.

LOCAL NEWSLOCAL NEWS

WATERHEMP WORKSHOP on Thursday, Jan. 22, from 
1-3 p.m. at the Extension Office. Learn more about wa-
terhemp identification and management from NDSU 
Extension Specialists.

COMMODITY ELECTIONS at 3 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 
22. Immediately following the waterhemp workshop, 
the Eddy County Extension Office will host elections 
to represent Eddy County on the North Dakota Wheat 
Commission, the North Dakota Corn Utilization Coun-
cil, and the North Dakota Dry Pea and Lentil Council.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FREE THROW CHAM-
PIONSHIP on Sunday, Jan. 25 at 1 p.m. at the New 
Rockford-Sheyenne school gym. Boys and girls ages 
9-14 can participate. Sponsored by the New Rockford 
Knights of Columbus #2477. 

DIAMONDS & DENIM DADDY DAUGHTER DANCE 
on Saturday, Feb. 28 from 5-7:30 p.m. at the Brown 
Memorial Auditorium. Girls in grades pre-K through 
fifth grade. $50/couple, $20 per extra child. Register by 
Saturday, Jan. 31. Forms are available at New Rockford 
City Hall. 

JANUARY ITEM OF THE MONTH at the Eddy County 
Hunger Free Food Pantry is cereal. Donations can be 
dropped off at First Lutheran Church, 436 1st Ave. N, 
New Rockford. 

EDDY CO. VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER Same day 
appointments available. Please call (701) 302-8087. 

RELAX & RETREAT MASSAGE now offering massage 
therapy through VA Community Care Program. For 
more information, call (701) 302-0325.

TOPS 370 is a weight loss support group. Meetings are 
on Mondays at 5 p.m. at First Lutheran Church in New 
Rockford. For more information call (701) 947-2138.

COMMUNITY AMBULANCE SERVICE BOARD meets 
the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Am-
bulance Hall, New Rockford.

SHEYENNE VFW meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at Sheyenne VFW Post 2696. 

LAKE REGION SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE support 
group meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 
7 p.m. in the Community Room of North Star Commu-
nity Credit Union, Devils Lake. For info call Theresa at 
(701) 662-4790.

FOOT CARE CLINIC every third Wednesday of the 
month at Eddy County Public Health. Call (701) 947-
5311 for appointments. Cost is $25.

EDDY-NEW ROCKFORD LIBRARY BOARD meets on 
the fourth Wednesday of the month at 5 p.m.

NEW ROCKFORD POST OFFICE has a new phone 
number, (701) 505-8842. The office is open 9-11 a.m. 
and 12:30-4 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

SHEYENNE POST OFFICE also has a new phone num-
ber, (701) 404-1149. Open 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Monday 
- Friday.

Please contact the Transcript at nrtranscript@gmail.com 
or (701) 947-2417 to have your event notices listed.
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HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS 
& what you NEED to know 

EXEMPTIONS SAVE YOU MONEY! 

HOMESTEAD TAX CREDIT  
You may be eligible if you are: 

• 65 years of age or older in the year for which the application is made. 
 

-OR- 
 

• Permanently disabled (proof of total disability must be established).  
• Live at and have interest in the property.  

• Not have an income that exceeds $70,000 for the calendar year preceding the assessment date (including the 
income of your spouse and any dependents). 

DISABLED VETERANS PROPERTY TAX CREDIT 
You may be eligible if you are: 

• A disabled veteran of the United States Armed Forces with an armed forces service-connected disability of 50 percent 
or greater in the year for which your application is made. 

• You must have been discharged under honorable conditions or be retired from the armed forces of the United States. 
• You must reside on and have in interest in the property, as of the assessment date. 

 

WHAT ARE EXEMPTIONS? 
Exemptions are a form of tax relief that can  
reduce the taxable value of your property. 

 

Application deadline is March 31st, 2026. 
 

Eddy County Tax Equalization 
Kristy O’Connor, Director of Equalization   Office Hours: 
524 Central Ave      Monday-Thursday 8am-4pm 
New Rockford ND  58356    Friday 8am-1pm 
(701) 947-2434 x 2015 

   

Applications are also available on the Tax Department's web site at www.nd.gov/tax. 
 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 
8A.M. TO 4 P.M. 

 

Applications are also available on the Tax 
Department's web site at www.nd.gov/tax. 

 

PRIMARY RESIDENT CREDIT 
Homeowners with an approved application may receive up to a $1,600 credit against their 2026 (or for Mobile Homes 

their 2027) property tax obligation.  To be eligible for the credit: 
 

• You must own a home (house, mobile home, town home, duplex, or condo) in North Dakota, and reside in it 
as your primary residence. 

• Only one Primary Residence Credit is available per household. 
 

APPLY ONLINE: January 1 – April 1, 2026 at TAX.ND.GOV/PRC 
 

Note: Mobile home owners must register again for 2027. The registration completed between July and September 2025 
applied to the 2026 tax year only. 

 

Have questions?  Contact the Office of the State Tax Commissioner 
Phone: 701-328-7988 or 1-877-649-0112 

 
 

Peterson Law Offi ces, P.C.
TRAVIS S. PETERSON, ATTORNEY AT LAW

New Rockford, ND ~ 701-947-2442
travis@petersonlawoffi cespc.com

TAX RETURN PREPARATION
Business, Farm, & Individual

• Year-end tax planning
• Preparation of estimated tax 

payments, 1099’s, W-2’s, 
employment tax forms

• Bookkeeping
• Fast accurate service
• Reasonable rates

NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS

Delightful Dancing
On Tuesday, Jan. 13, Forever 

Dance performed during half-
time at the New Rockford-Shey-
enne and Carrington boys bas-
ketball game in Carrington. 
There are a handful of dancers 
from NR-S who perform with 
Forever Dance this year.

At right: Kinzlee Scevers 
(left) and Peyton Ryberg (right) 
performed their new routine 
"90s medley" with Level 2.

Bottom right: Willow Sauci-
er (left) and Peyton Dauenhau-
er (right) pose at the end of  
the Level 1 performance.

Bottom left: Amelia Smith 
performed alongside the 
Level 3 dancers to the song 
"Firework." All photos by Kyrie 
Dauenhauer.


