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Army Corps grants final approval for Dakota

Access Pipeline, 9 years after o1l began flowing

By Mary Steurer

North Dakota Monitor

A federal agency
officially granted the
Dakota Access Pipeline
a permit to cross under
the Missouri River’s Lake
Oahe reservoir, ending
a six-year environmen-
tal review to determine
whether the pipeline
could continue operating.

The decision, issued
by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers recently,
authorizes the pipeline
crossing with additional
conditions the agency
says will make the pipe-
line safer. It follows the
Army Corps’ December
release of a 464-page
report analyzing the
environmental impacts
of the pipeline crossing,
which is in south-cen-
tral North Dakota less
than one mile upstream
from the Standing Rock
Reservation. The Army
Corps was required by
law to wait a minimum
of 30 days before it could
finalize its findings with
the record of decision.

The Dakota Access
Pipeline has been car-
rying crude oil from
northwest North Dakota
to southern Illinois since
June 2017. The pipeline’s
owner, Dakota Access,
was required to seek the
easement from the Army
Corps, which manages
Lake Oahe, to build the
pipeline under the reser-
voir roughly 10 years ago.
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The Army Corps
initially granted the ease-
ment in 2017.

The Standing Rock
Sioux Tribe sued the
agency in federal court,
arguing the Army Corps
approved the easement
without completing
the full environmental
review required under
federal law. The tribe
claimed the easement
was invalid and that the
pipeline must be shut
down.

A federal judge in
2020 sided with the tribe
and vacated the ease-
ment. The judge ordered
the Army Corps to con-
duct the environmental
review before it could
decide whether it was ap-
propriate to re-authorize
the permit.

The conditions
added to the easement
would mostly be the
responsibility of Dakota
Access to implement.
The requirements are
meant to prevent an oil
spill and minimize the
impacts of a spill, such as
implementing new leak
detection technology,
monitoring groundwater
and testing surface water.
It would also require
Dakota Access to pro-
vide an alternate water
supply and to develop a
food distribution plan for
communities that rely on
Lake Oahe for food in the
event of an oil spill.

The Corps also said
this option protects envi-
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Roadmaster RM-2780-600
Series-Tar Kettle/Tack Wagon

General Specifications:
Capacity: 600 gallons
Electric Brakes
Hitch 3” Pintle Eye — Adjustable Height
Lights: Turn, Tail, and Brake
Width: 10’ or 120”

Jack: Swing Down Screw Type
Burner: 2-500,000 BTU (Propane) —
Electronic Ignition
Xtra LP Tank for Engine — Two 100 Ib. Tanks
Vat Thermometer 50 ° to 550 ° F
Spray BAR: 18 h.p. LP, engine
85 GPM asphalt pump, adjustable height
and side to side
Flush Tank: 12 gallons

*Everything works as it should

+$30,000.00 — OBO - Closing June 29,2026 — Will be
brought to City Council July 6, 2026.

*Turn Offers into City of Carson @ carscon@westriv.
com or 100 South Main Street, Carson, ND 58529 —
Any questions please call 701-622-3335

Published May 21 - June 11, 2026

ronmental resources and
responds to comments
raised by Tribal Nations.

The Standing Rock
Sioux Tribe in a Thurs-
day evening statement
said that the conditions
added to the easement by
the Corps decision do not
assuage any of the tribe’s
concerns related to the
pipeline.

“Today’s decision
merely restates past con-
clusions and represents
a pattern of minimizing
and rejecting Tribal
expertise in sustaining
our lands, resources,
and cultural properties,”
the tribe said in the
statement. The Standing
Rock Sioux Tribe also
said the Army Corps
didn’t sufficiently engage
with the tribe to develop
an emergency plan to
protect Lake Oahe, which
the tribe relies on for
drinking water.

“The Tribe will
evaluate all legal and
political options to defend
our Treaty rights, protect
Mni Wiconi — Water of
Life, and hold the Federal
government and private
corporations accountable
to the highest standards
of environmental stew-
ardship and Tribal con-
sultation,” Standing Rock
Chair Steve Sitting Bear
said in the statement.

Interior Secretary
Doug Burgum announced
the development Thurs-
day morning while pre-
senting to the Williston
Basin Petroleum Confer-
ence in Bismarck, draw-
ing applause from the oil
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LAKE OAHE just outside of Fort Yates on the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe Reservation is
pictured on October 9, 2024. The Dakota Access Pipeline crosses underneath the reser-
voir just north of the reservation.

industry attendees.

Burgum, who became
North Dakota governor
in 2017 while Indige-
nous-led protests against
the pipeline were ongo-
ing, called the drawn-out
environmental study “a
cloud of uncertainty over
the whole Bakken.”

“No more uncertain-
ty,” Burgum said. “We’re
all good.”

Adam Telle, assistant
secretary of the Army
for Civil Works, said in a
statement that the Corps
through the decision is
“decisively putting years
of delays to rest.”

“The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers are
delivering the clear,
consistent regulatory
decisions required to
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the American economy
and advance President
Trump’s American en-
ergy dominance agenda,
while protecting our
natural resources,” he
said in the statement.

When the federal
judge pulled the ease-
ment in 2020, he initially
also ordered the pipeline
to be shut down. How-
ever, that part of his
decision was reversed by
an appellate court.

The Army Corps
allowed the pipeline to
continue operating while
it was working on the
environmental impact
statement. The Standing
Rock Sioux Tribe in late
2024 brought another
federal lawsuit against
the agency, arguing
the pipeline could not
continue carrying oil
under Lake Oahe without
the easement, among
other claims. The judge
concluded it was up to
the Army Corps’ discre-
tion whether to allow
the pipeline to stay open
while the environmental
impact statement was
pending. He noted the
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tribe could bring another
legal challenge against
the agency once the study
was complete. Standing
Rock appealed the dis-
missal.

Vicki Granado, vice
president of corporate
communications for Da-
kota Access Pipeline de-
veloper Energy Transfer,
said in a statement that
the company is “pleased”
with the Army Corps’
decision.

“We want to thank
the Corps for the tremen-
dous amount of time and
effort put in by so many
to bring this matter to a
thoughtful close,” Grana-
do said in a statement.

Energy Transfer
maintains the pipeline
has always complied with
regulations. The pipeline
crosses at minimum 95
feet below the riverbed of
Lake Oahe.

“The Dakota Access
Pipeline is built to be
one of the safest, most
technologically advanced
pipelines in the world,”

a website affiliated with
Energy Transfer states.

North Dakota of-
ficials have supported
the pipeline’s continued
operation. The project
transports just under
half of the state’s oil
production.

ABBREVIATED NOTICE OF INTENT TO
ADOPT AND AMEND ADMINISTRATIVE

RULES RELATING TO MOTOR CARRIER

SAFETY REGULATIONS - GENERAL

TAKE NOTICE that the North Dakota
Highway Patrol will hold a public hearing
to address proposed changes to the N.D.
Admin. Code 38-04-01-02 at 10:00 a.m.
central time on June 29, 2026, at the Law
Enforcement Training Academy, 1320
Schafer Street, Bismarck North Dakota.

A copy of the proposed rules may be
obtained by writing the North Dakota
Highway Patrol or calling 701-328-2447.
The proposed rules are also posted
at  www.statepatrol.nd.gov.  Written
comments may be submitted to North
Dakota Highway Patrol, 600 E Blvd Ave,
Dept 504, Bismarck, ND, 58505 by July
14, 2026.

If you plan to attend the public hearing
and will need special facilities or
assistance relating to a disability, please
contact the North Dakota Highway
Patrol at the above telephone number
or address at least two days prior to the
public hearing.

Dated this 27th day of May 2026.

Daniel Haugen, Superintendent

North Dakota Highway Patrol




