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Classified Ads
Classified ads are 25 words for $5 and 10¢ for each word over 

25. Call 701-473-5436 and ask about our 13-week special.

Your Ad

Could Be

HERE
Call 473-5436 or

email: 

lamerican@polarcomm.com

The Board of County Commissioners of Nelson County 
will accept sealed bids for the rent of the NE1/4 of Sec. 
12, Twp. 151. Rge. 59 except the parcel formerly used as 

the Nelson County landfill until February 13, 2026 at 4 p.m.
Bids will be opened and publicly read at 10 a.m., 

February 17, 2026, in the Commissioners Room at the 
Courthouse in Lakota. Bidders that submit sealed bids are 

allowed to increase their bid at that time.

More information on this parcel can be obtained at the
Nelson County Auditor’s Office, Lakota, ND.

The Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids.
Nathan Parks, Nelson County Auditor

Qualified Service Provider

Nelson County Health System
Home Care

Contact:
Lynette Smaage
@ 701-322-4328

Ext. 214

Business &
Service Directory

AGRICULTURE

Devils Lake
701-662-5051

Lakota
701-247-2917

First Care Health Center
115 Vivian St., Park River, ND

Phone 701-284-7555
First Care Rural Health Clinic

Family Practice Medicine
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon

HEALTHCARE

T. H. RENOVATIONS
TOM HESS
PO Box 24
Lakota, ND 58344
~ Licensed & Insured ~
Schedule your next 

project now!
Call•Text•Email for Estimate

701-247-3567 or tomhess1234@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION

DRS. MOEN, ENDERLE &
JOHNSTON OPTOMETRISTS

Highway 2 East, Devils Lake, ND
Between Lake Toyota & Mr. & Mrs. J’s

PHONE: 662-4085
HOURS: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday
Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

OPTOMETRISTS

Nelson County has  2 or 3 
bedroom townhouses located in 
Aneta, Lakota, McVille, Michigan, 
Petersburg and Tolna. Rent is 
based on 30% of adjusted gross 
income.
Please send in application 

to be placed on waiting 
list.
For more information, please call  

Nelson County Public Housing 
at 701-746-2745. Ask for 
Brenda.

NELSON COUNTY
PUBLIC HOUSING

INSURANCE

Serving the area since 1946
Mark Huso

and 
Beau & Taylor Schaley

210 Main St. -:- P.O. Box 546
Lakota ND 58344

Phone 701-247-2468
www.lakotafarmservice.com

Lakota Farm 
ServicesBecause Every Home - 

and Every Acre - Matters
Assistance with buying or 

selling homes and land

(O) 701-947-5626 
(C) 701-789-1768

102 8th St. N, New Rockford
www.vorlandlandcompany.com

LAND/REAL ESTATE

call to
Advertise
473-5436

ATTENTION NELSON COUNTY
SOYBEAN PRODUCERS:

CAST YOUR BALLOT
NORTH DAKOTA SOYBEAN

COUNCIL ELECTION
The ND Soybean Council’s election 

for your County Representative will 
take place by mail ballot in March 
2026. In March, newly elected county 
representatives will select a board 
member of the ND Soybean Council.

On or about February 17, 2026, 
the ND Soybean Council will mail 
each soybean grower of record in 
the county an election ballot. For your 
vote to count, ballots must be filed 
with the County Extension Agent of 
the above-named county. The ballot 
can be hand delivered or mailed to 
the agent. For your vote to count, the 
County Extension Agent must receive 
the ballot by March 5, 2026, or your 
mailed-in ballot must be postmarked 
no later than March 5, 2026. If you 
do not receive a ballot in the mail, 
contact your Nelson County Extension 
Agent at 701-247-2521 or the ND 
Soybean Council at 701-566-9300 to 
obtain one. 

A producer is defined as: “any 
person that plants or causes to be 
planted a soybean crop in which the 
person has an ownership interest, 
with intent that upon maturity, the 
crop will be harvested; will have 
met the requirements of the above 
stated during the next available 
growing season or has met these 
requirements during the immediately 
preceding growing season. The 
term does not include an organic 
producer that has been exempted 
from the payment of assessments in 
accordance with federal law.”

SERVICES
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

MISC. FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS

ND FARM LAND values surge 
upward. Are you selling or renting? 
Pifer ’s Auction and Farm Land 
Management. Bob Pifer, 701-371-
8538. Kevin Pifer, 701-238-5810. 
Free evaluation.	 (N)14p

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to help 
find missing children and prevent 
abduction. Fast, free pickup, running 
or not , 24 -hour response. No 
emission test required, maximum tax 
deduction. Support Find the Children, 
call: 1-833-545-0694.	 (N)14p

LOOKING FOR THE most complete 
listing of ND media? ND Media Guide. 
Call 701-223-6397, ND Newspaper 
Association.	 (N)14p

AUTOS WANTED

VIAGRA AND CIALIS users! 50 pills 
SPECIAL $99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417.	
		  (N)14p

WE BUY VINTAGE guitars! Looking 
for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar t in, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg, and Gibson 
mandolins / banjos. 1-833-641-
7066.	 (N)14p

HAVE A NEWS release or other 
information that needs to reach all 
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper 
Association can help! One call does 
it all. 701-223-6397.	 (N)14p

YOU CAN PL ACE  a 25 -word 
classified ad -- like this one -- in 
every North Dakota newspaper for 
only $160. It’s easy. Contact this 
newspaper for details.	 (N)14p

CA$H PAID FOR high-end men’s 
sport watches! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands only! 
Call 1-833-641-6634.	 (N)14p

STRUGGLING WITH DEBT? If you 
have over $15,000 in debt, we help 
you be debt-free in as little as 24-48 
months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call 
now: 1-877-688-0872.	 (N)14p

WE BUY HOUSES for cash AS-IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-701-498-1853.	 (N)14p

WAT E R A N D F I R E  d a m a g e 
restoration. Our trusted professionals 
will restore your home to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-936-0513. Mold 
remediat ion services are also 
available!	 (N)14p

HEALTH/MEDICAL

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged frames? 
Need outside noise reduction? New, 
energy efficient windows may be 
the answer! Call for a consultation 
and FREE quote today. 1-877-200-
2734.	 (N)14p

ELECTRICAL SERVICES: Reliable 
and experienced. Competitive rates. 
From simple household problems 
to installing a brand new electrical 
system, we can take care of it all! 
Call now and have the ZIP Code of 
the service location when you call! 
1-877-403-0282.	 (N)14p

HELP WANTED

MAYPORT-CG SCHOOL hiring: 
Full-time agricultural ed teacher 
star ting August 2026. Apply to 
Superintendent Michael Bradner: 
900 Main St. W, Mayville, ND; 701-
788-2281; Michael.bradner@may-
portcg.com.	 (N)14p

FIREARM/AMMUNITION
AUCTION

HUGE FIREARMS AND ammunition 
auction. Over 1,000 total lots, online 
at BidOrr.com. Modern and vintage 
ammo, long guns and handguns. 
Bidding closes February 18. Orr 
Auctioneers.	 (N)14p

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

NELSON COUNTY, STATE OF 
NORTH DAKOTA

In the Matter of the Estate of 
CONNIE SCHMIDT, a/k/a CONNIE 
L. SCHMIDT, a/k/a CONSTANCE L. 
SCHMIDT, Deceased.

Probate No. 32-2026-PR-00001
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that the undersigned has been 
appointed personal representative of 
the above estate. All persons having 
claims against the said deceased 
are required to present their claims 
within three months after the date 
of the first publication or mailing 
of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. Claims must either 
be presented to TANYA MADSON, 
personal representative of the estate, 
at 2525 Elk Drive, PO Box 1000, 
Minot, ND 58702-1000, or filed with 
the Court.

Dated this 4th day of February, 
2026.

/s/ Tanya Madson
Tanya Madson

Debra L. Hoffarth - #05668
PRINGLE & HERIGSTAD, PC
2525 Elk Drive
PO Box 1000
Minot, ND 58702-1000
dhoffarth@pringlend.com
Attorneys for Personal Representative

First publication on the 12th day 
of February, 2026.

(Publish Feb. 12, 19 & 26, 2026)

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
ANETA CITY COUNCIL

January 5, 2026
The Aneta City Council met on 

Jan. 5, 2026 at 5 p.m. at the Aneta 
Community Center. Present at the 
meeting were Jaima Curry, Manley 
Hegna, Kelly Kueber, Danny Hamlin 
and Todd Whitman.

Brad from Moore Engineering was 
at the meeting to discuss the progress 
of the water and sewer line project 
and stated there are just a few things 
left to do.

Todd called the regular council 
meeting to order.

Minutes from the previous meeting 
were read and approved, with a 
correction to the minutes to state that 
the meter was put on the water tower 
propane tank instead of the library.

Financials were discussed and 
approved. A motion was made by 
Kelly and seconded by Jaima to 
approve the financials. A vote was 
taken and all approved.

Old business was discussed.
Raising the water and sewer rates 

were discussed. This was tabled until 
the discrepancy in water usage is 
figured out. Michelle will reach out 
to Dakota Rural Water to see about 
getting a new meter for the water 
tower. Brad is going to research 
funding options to get updated water 
meters for all residents that could be 
automatically read by someone from 
the city.

There was no new business to 
discuss.

Bills were discussed.
Otter Tail Power .............	$1,616.76
Nelson Co. Sheriff ..........	 1,170.00
Brager Disposal .............	 1,500.00
Todd Whitman ................	 401.25
Michelle Middlestead .....	 321.00
Aneta Park District .........	 229.32
GF Utility Billing .............	 26.00
Dakota Rural Water ........	 4,425.00
Polar Communications ...	 275.47
Farmers Union Oil ..........	 1,561.39
IRS .................................	 903.76
ND State Tax
   Commissioner .............	 296.16
Jaima Curry ....................	 300.00
Manley Hegna ................	 300.00
Kelly Kueber ...................	 300.00
Danial Hamlin .................	 300.00
Todd Whitman ................	 300.00
Jody Kleven ....................	 486.23
Lakota American ............	 115.44
Job Service ....................	 144.12
WSI .................................	 250.00
IRS .................................	 356.49
USPS ..............................	 78.00
KPH .............................. 	256,120.50
Moore Engineering ........	12,628.50
Karen Retzlaff ................	 220.68
Skip’s Petroleum ............	 73.14
Skip’s Petroleum ............	 507.17

Delinquent bills were discussed. 
Todd will talk to them.

Motion to adjourn was made by 
Jaima, it was seconded by Manley.

Next meeting will be Feb. 2, 2026 
at 5 p.m. at the Aneta Community 
Center.

Submitted by
Michelle Middlestead
City of Aneta Auditor

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
ANETA CITY COUNCIL

February 2, 2026
The Aneta City Council met on 

Feb. 2, 2026 at 5 p.m. at the Aneta 
Community Center. Present at the 
meeting were Jaima Curry, Manley 
Hegna, Kelly Kueber, Danny Hamlin 
and Todd Whitman.

Brad from Moore Engineering was 
at the meeting to discuss the progress 
of the water and sewer line project 
and stated there are just a few things 
that need to be finished up this spring.

Todd called the regular council 
meeting to order.

Minutes from the previous meeting 
were read and approved.

Financials were discussed and 
approved. A motion was made by 
Kelly and seconded by Jaima to 
approve the financials. A vote was 
taken and all approved.

Old business was discussed.
Raising the water and sewer rates 

were discussed. It was decided to wait 
until April billing as that is when it was 
raised last year and then Michelle 
should have some better numbers to 
give the council.

New business was discussed.
There was a person who inquired 

on buying one of the city lots to park 
a trailer on during the summer. The 
council had a discussion and they 
decided they would possibly rent the 
lot out for the summer but not sell 
it. More information needed to be 
gathered on what the person was 
going to park on there. Jaima was 
going to check and report back to 
the council.

Dakota Rural Water sent out 
their contract to sign for the year 
and it stated that rates are going up. 
A discussion was had and Manley 
made a motion, seconded by Jaima, 
to approve the rate increase. A vote 
was taken and all approved.

Bills were discussed.
Otter Tail Power .............	$2,213.22
Nelson Co. Sheriff ..........	 1,170.00
Brager Disposal .............	 1,500.00
Todd Whitman ................	 401.25
Michelle Middlestead .....	 321.00
Aneta Park District .........	 316.18
GF Utility Billing .............	 26.00
Dakota Rural Water ........	 5,467.65
Polar Communications ...	 279.47
Farmers Union Oil ..........	 709.74
Jody Kleven ....................	 298.14
Moore Engineering ........	 8,527.00
Karen Retzlaff ................	 220.68
Braun Electric .................	 279.70

Delinquent bills were discussed. 
Todd will talk to them.

Motion to adjourn was made by 
Manley, it was seconded by Danny.

Next meeting will be March 2, 2026 
at 5 p.m. at the Aneta Community 
Center.

Submitted by
Michelle Middlestead
City of Aneta Auditor

The Nelson County Health 
Services Foundation has three 
scholarship opportunities for 
students pursuing higher edu-
cation. All have a deadline of 
April 3. Submit applications 
to NCHS Foundation, PO Box 
506, McVille, ND 58254-0506. 
Contact Kenzie Engen, NCHS 
Foundation director, at 701-322-
2225 with questions.

Melissa Gillett Women’s
Memorial Scholarship
The Melissa Gillett Women’s 

Memorial Scholarship seeks to 
honor Melissa and her legacy by 
supporting young women who 
aspire to pursue a post-second-
ary education. This scholarship 
will provide support for women 
enrolled as a full-time student 
in an accredited college, univer-
sity or technical school program 
based on merit. To apply for 
the scholarship, applicants will 
need to complete an essay which 
will enable NCHS Foundation 
to determine their eligibility 
to receive funds ($1,000). The 
funds are provided specifically 
to help young women who are 
planning to further their educa-
tion. One $1,000 scholarship will 
be awarded per academic year. 

Applicants are required to 
be a graduating female stu-
dent from Dakota Prairie High 
School and they must want to 
pursue a post-secondary educa-
tion. The scholarship award will 
be paid upon successful comple-
tion of at least 12 semester hours 
with a 2.0 GPA or higher. The 
school must send the recipi-
ent’s grades to Nelson County 
Health Services Foundation 
upon completion.

Applicants should submit a 
one-page typed essay, 250 words 
or less, describing why they 
want to pursue a post-secondary 
education, their future goals, 
and why they want to receive 
the Melissa Gillett Women’s Me-
morial Scholarship. Applicants 
should also provide a current 
transcript of grades and two 
letters of recommendation.

Nancy Sigette Memorial
Healthcare Scholarship
The Nancy Sigette Memo-

rial Healthcare Scholarship is 
open to: 

• Individuals who will be 
furthering their education in the 
health care field

• Post-secondary seniors and 
other individuals who are pursu-
ing a career in health care

The $500 scholarship will be 
paid upon successful completion 
of 12 semester hours with a 2.0 
GPA or better. The school must 
send the recipient’s grades to 
Nelson County Health Services 
Foundation.

Applicants must be residents 
of Nelson County. The applicant 
may be returning to school to 
complete their degree or have 
completed their degree in a 
health-related field in the last 

60 days. Applicants must sub-
mit a one-page typed essay, 250 
words or less, describing why 
they want to pursue a career in 
health care, future goals, and 
why they want to receive the 
Nancy Sigette Memorial Health-
care Scholarship. Applicant 
should also provide a current 
transcript of grades and two 
letters of recommendation.

Cathy Swenson
Memorial Scholarship
The Nelson County Health 

Services Foundation is proud to 
announce the establishment of 
the Cathy Swenson Memorial 
Scholarship, created to honor 
the memory and legacy of Cathy 
Swenson and her dedication to 
caring for others.

This scholarship is open to 
Dakota Prairie High School 
seniors who plan to pursue post-
secondary education in the field 
of health care or animal health. 
The scholarship was created 
to support students who share 
Cathy’s compassion, commit-
ment to service, and interest in 
improving the health and well-
being of people and animals.

Two scholarships of $1,000 
each will be awarded. Applicants 
must submit a one-page essay 
describing their future career 
goals and why they would like 
to be considered for the Cathy 
Swenson Memorial Scholarship, 
along with a current transcript 
and two letters of recommenda-
tion.

Scholarship funds will be 
awarded upon the student’s suc-
cessful completion of at least 12 
semester credits at an accredited 
post-secondary institution with a 
minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0. 
Upon completion of the required 
coursework, the student’s school 
must submit official grades 
to the Nelson County Health 
Services Foundation to verify 
eligibility for payment.

Scholarship opportunities
from NCHS Foundation

Jefferson Davis’s name is inextrica-
bly linked to the American Civil War, dur-
ing which the politician who represented 
Mississippi in the United States Senate 
served as president of the Confederate 
States. But Davis’s influence on the 
United States predated the nation’s 
civil war, and he even played a notable 
role in one of the more unique events 
in American military history. While 
serving as Secretary of War in 1855, 
Davis ordered Brevet Major Henry C. 
Wayne to arrange for the importation of 
camels to be used for military purposes. 
Davis had urged Congress to establish 
a United States Army Camel Corps. for 
years, and even formally introduced 
measures to establish such a unit in 
the early 1850s, efforts that ultimately 
proved unsuccessful. Though few might 
associate camels with the United States, 
Davis’s campaign to bring camels into 
the American military fold was not as ec-
centric as it might seem in modern times. 
According to the Army University Press, 
the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, which 
officially ended the Mexican-American 
War upon its signing in 1848, added 
more than half a million square miles of 
land to the United States, a significant 
portion of which included desert lands 
in what is now the American southwest. 
The discovery of gold in California 
around this same time also increased 
traffic in this new region of the country, 
which remained dangerous even after 
the signing of the treaty. Advocates of a 
camel corps insisted the animals would 
allow the U.S. Army, tasked with keeping 
the region safe, to do their job more ef-
fectively. Though the camel experiment 
ultimately failed due to a number of 
variables, it remains a unique and lesser 
known event in American military history. 

-metrocreativeconnection

Did You Know?

Valentine’s Day presents an 
opportunity to express feelings 
of love. Greeting cards and 
heart-shaped chocolate boxes 
are traditional gifts, as are red 
roses. Most people know how 
and why Valentine’s Day is 
celebrated, but few may know 
the person behind the holiday’s 
name. 

The Catholic Church recog-
nizes three different martyred 
individuals with the name Val-
entine, who each may hold ties to 
the Valentine’s Day celebration. 

The name Valentine comes 
from the Latin “Valentinus,” 
which means “worthy, strong 
or powerful.” The name was a 
common moniker at the time. 
It is not known just how many 
Valentines were around in that 
era, but historians believe there 
were many. 

According to the Catholic 
Education Resource Center, the 
following three Valentines share 
February 14th as their feast 
days. The historical records are 
sparse, but here’s what is known 
about these men.

1. One St. Valentine was a 
priest and physician in Rome. 
He comforted the martyrs dur-
ing the persecution of Emperor 
Claudius II. This Valentine was 
arrested and condemned to 
death by beheading for his faith.

2. Another St. Valentine was 

the Bishop of what is now Terni, 
located 60 miles from Rome. He 
also was arrested and beheaded 
under Emperor Claudius II.

3. The third St. Valentine 
suffered martyrdom in Africa, 
but not much else is known 
about him.

Historians are unsure which 
Valentine inspired Valentine’s 
Day or if the day is meant to 
commemorate each of them. 
Stories about Valentine and his 
actions helping the faithful are 
used interchangeably.

According to Britannica, 
although the Roman Catholic 
Church continues to recognize 
St. Valentine, he was removed 
from the General Roman Calen-
dar in 1969 because of the lack 
of reliable information about 
him. In addition to being the 
namesake behind Valentine’s 
Day, he is the patron saint of lov-
ers, epileptics and beekeepers. 

-metrocreativeconnection

Who was Saint Valentine?


