
By Nicole Winfield, 
Associated Press

ROME (AP, Jul 3, 2026) 
— Pope Leo XIV prayed 
Friday for the United States 
to recommit itself to its 
founding ideals of protect-
ing life and human dignity 

as he participated remotely 
in an event on the eve of 
the 250th anniversary of 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence.

History’s first U.S.-born 
pope recalled America’s 
tradition of welcoming 
migrants and promoting 

religious freedom during 
a live video appearance at 
the National Constitution 
Center, which provides a 
nonpartisan platform for 
constitutional education 
and debate.

The Philadelphia-based 
center gave Leo its annual 

Liberty Medal, which is 
awarded each year to some-
one “of courage and convic-
tion” who promotes lib-
erty around the world. The 
center honored Leo this 
year for his “lifelong work 
promoting religious liberty 
and freedom of conscience 

and expression around the 
world — ideals enshrined 
by America’s founders in 
the First Amendment.”

Wearing the medal 
around his neck, Leo spoke 
to the center from Rome on 
the eve of the anniversary. 
He planned to spend July 

4 itself at a symbolically 
significant location, given 
the Trump administration’s 
crackdown on migrants: the 
Sicilian island of Lampe-
dusa, the destination of 
hundreds of thousands of 

by Sarah Dixon Young

Vacation Bible School is 
not for the faint of heart, and 
I am very thankful for the 
army of people who helped 
do two in my community last 
week.

Needless to say, I spent a 
lot of time supervising the 
playground.

It led me to contemplate 
the deep differences between 
poetic justice and karma, 
even while I held someone’s 
popsicle and smooshed a 
woodtick’s head off.

The Hindu American 
Foundation defines Karma 
as “an action or deed” that 
results in a “reaction or 
outcome.” It is the universal 
principle of cause and effect, 
where an individual’s actions 
determine future experi-
ences.

Allow me to give you a 

playground example.
Mitchell, carrying a small 

tractor, and seeing an avail-
able space in the sand to 
dig, ran directly in front of 
Donnell, who was swinging. 
Mitchell is three. Donnell is 
nine.

Their actions had reac-
tions. No children were 
seriously harmed, but let’s 
just say, there were some 

tears, and Mitchell learned to 
watch out for the swing.

Karma has nothing to do 
with virtue or vice. Neither 
swinging nor digging were 
morally reprehensible in this 
scenario, but the decision 
still led to a bad outcome. 
Those bumper stickers you 
see about Karma being 
a…*an ugly word you might 
call a vindictive woman* are 
expressing the same sense of 
injustice little Mitchell felt. 
Something bad happened 
even though he was not 
being bad!

Then, there is poetic jus-
tice.

Let’s return to the play-
ground. Names have been 
changed to protect the guilty.

Rachel has sticky fingers. 
I watched her make her 
rounds through everyone 
else’s take home bags, rifling 

through their crafts and 
bags of chips. Several items 
were snuck into her own 
bag, alongside the plate of 
food she had covered to take 
home. She set her bag beside 
the playground and went to 
play.

While we were both occu-
pied with something else, the 
neighborhood dog came and 
rifled through Rachel’s bag, 
eating several of the choice 
goodies she had stolen in 
addition to the entire con-
tents of her plate.

When it was time to go, 
she brought the bag to me, 
paper plate licked clean, and 
I emptied it of a candle and 
a book that belonged to the 
church before sending her on 
her way.

The vice of stealing was 
justly rewarded with the pun-
ishment of being stolen from.

Poetic justice hinges on 
vice and virtue, punishment 
and reward. The Bible is full 
of it. Jacob was a deceiver 
who was deceived. Proud 
Herod was eaten by worms. 
Haman was hung on the gal-
lows he made for Mordecai.

When the poet, or the 
child, or the Sunday school 
teacher encounters poetic 
justice, we are looking at a 
physical representation of 
what the Lord will do on 
judgment day.

Every vice will be justly 
punished.

Every virtue will be justly 
rewarded.

There will not be a drop of 
Karma anywhere to be seen.

And just like at Bible 
school, everyone will realize 
that our virtue can never out-
weigh our vice. Some other 
provision must be made for 

the times we have chosen to 
do evil.

One day, Jesus will cancel 
Karma and bring poetic jus-
tice to its ultimate fulfilment 
as every knee will bow and 
every tongue confess that He 
is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. Divine Justice will 
have been satisfied by the 
Cross, and every playground 
will be devoid of both tears 
and thieves.

Sarah Dixon Young uses 
stories everyday to share the 
love of Jesus with her fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors. 
She lives in Fort Totten, ND 
with her husband, Paul, and 
their four children. She is the 
author of five books, many 
articles and more Sunday 
School lessons than she can 
count. You can follow her 
adventures or get in touch at 
www.SarahDixonYoung.com
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
River of Life 
1903 Hwy 20 
Devils Lake 

701-662-4582
www.riverlife.us 

Sunday: 10 a.m. worship 

A SSUMPTION OF MARY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Starkweather, N.D. 
292-4301 

Sunday: Mass: 
Rotating 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

with St. Mary's, Munich Call 
682-5178 (Munich).

BDECAN 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
Tokio, N.D. 

(2 miles south of Tokio, near 
Woodlake) 
294-2283 

www .bdecanpresbyteri­
anchurch.org 

Worship: at 11 a.m., Sunday 
school kids K - 5 grade 

during worship, 
potluck meal after 

BETHEL EVANGELICAL 
FREE CHURCH 

1312 East Walnut St. Devils 
Lake 

662-3758 
www .bethelfree.com 

Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m. 

CHRIST FREE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

AFLC 
109 Shamrock Lane SE 

Devils Lake 
Sunday worship: 11 a.m. 
Holy Communion on first 

Sunday of the month. 

CHRIST THE KING 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Tokio 
Saturday: 7 p.m. Mass 

all year round. 

CHURCH OF GOD 
(SEVENTH DAY) 
607 Fifth St. S.E. 

Devils Lake 
Saturday: 2 p.m. 

CHURCH OF 
JESUS CHRIST OF 

LATTER DAY SAINTS 20th 
St. & Lincoln Ave. Devils 

Lake 
Sunday: 10 a.m. 

Sacrament at 11 a.m. 

DAKOTA 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

West Highway 57 
Fort Totten 

Church - 766-4516 
Sunday: 11 a.m. 

worship. 

DAKOTA OYATE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

294-2361 
Tokio, N.D. 

11 a.m. worship 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF 
THE ADVENT 

Sixth Street and 
Fifth Avenue 
Devils Lake 

11 a.m. Morning prayer 
1st, 2nd, 3rd Sundays 

Holy Eucharist- 4th Sunday 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 601 

Fifth St. NE 
Devils Lake 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. 
worship 

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
311 5th Ave. NE 

Devils Lake 
701-230-1332 

Sunday: 7:45 a.m., 10:30ain 
and 6 p.m. 

Mon. Evening: 6:30 p.m. 

GRACE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

Lakota 
Missouri Synod 

Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m. 

HIGH PLAINS MINISTRY 
Bethlehem, Nekoma, Lawton, 

Concordia, and Our 
Redeemer's 

LAKOTA LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

LAKOTA, ND 
247-2777 

Sundays: 10 a.m. 

LIGHTHOUSE 
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD 
Fort Totten, N.D. 

701-766-4826 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

MORNING STAR PARISH 
(Warwick, Pekin, Tolna, 

Sheyenne, Sigdal) 
701-262-4714

www.morningstarparish. com 
Worship services at 8 a.m., 

9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. rotating: 
American, Pekin, Warwick, 

Sigdal and Sheyenne Lutheran 

NEW LIFE FELLOWSHIP 
North Junction of 

Hwy. 15 & 20 
Rural Hamar 

262-4470
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. 

worship service 

OUR SAVIOR'S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

ELCA 
612 14th Ave. NE 
Devils Lake, N.D. 

662-5112 
Sunday: 10 a.m. Service 

Stream Live on Facebook 
Wednesday: 6 p.m. Service 

PEACE 
LUTHERAN 

CHURCH (NALC) 
1700 Fifth Ave. NE 

PO Box 1041 
Devils Lake, N .D. 

662-3565 
Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 

ST. BONIFACE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Esmond, N.D. 
249-8360

Tuesday-Saturday: 
Weekday Mass at 9 a.m. 
Saturday: 5 p.m. Mass. 

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Mass. 

ST. JEROME'S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH Crow Hill District 

Hwy. #57, One mile N. 
Saturday: Mass 5 p.m. 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 515 Fourth St. 

Devils Lake 
662-7558 

Mon.- Fri.: 12 p.m. Mass. 
Tuesday: 10 a.m. Mass at 
Good Samaritan Center. 

Wednesday: 10 a.m. Mass at 
Heartland Care Center. 

Mass at St. Joseph School 
Friday 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday: Mass at 8:30 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 

Sunday Masses: 7:30 a.m., 9 
a.m., 10:30 a.m. and noon.

ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

St. Michael, ND 58370 
766-4151 

Sunday Mass: 
8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 

ST. OLAF 
LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

ELCA 
601 Sixth St. NE 

Devils Lake 
662-4911 

9:30 a.m. Worship 
Face-to-face (following CDC 

guidelines), listen on KDLR or 
streamed on Facebook Live 

ST. PETER'S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 7th St. & 7th Ave. 

662-2245
Devils Lake 

Missouri Synod 
Worship: 11 a.m., 

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Dial-a-Devotion: 

662-3158.

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH Fort Totten, N.D. 
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist first, 

second, third and 5th Sundays; 
4th Sunday Morning Prayer. 

ST. WILLIAMS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Maddock, N.D. 
438-2668 

Wednesday: 7 p.m. Mass. 
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Mass. 
Mass at 5 p.m. on the first 

Friday of the month. 

SEVEN DOLORS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH Fort 

Totten 
766-4314

Sunday: 11 a.m. Mass. Daily 
Mass: 7 a.m. 

TRINITY-BERGEN AFLC 
LUTHERAN CHURCH PO 

Box 46 
Starkweather 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Communion 

every Sunday 

WEBSTER CHAPEL 
Webster, N.D. 

Worship: 8:45 a.m. 

WESTMINSTER 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

501 Fifth St. NE 
Devils Lake, 662-3584 

Sunday worship: 
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ZOAR FREE LUTHERAN 
Hampden, North Dakota 

Pastor Craig Wentzel 
MAY THROUGH 

AUGUST 2022 
SUNDAYS: 

9:00 am - Worship Service

11:00 a.m.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
River of Life 
1903 Hwy 20 
Devils Lake 

701-662-4582
www.riverlife.us 

Sunday: 10 a.m. worship 

ASSUMPTION OF MARY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Starkweather, N.D. 
292-4301 

Sunday: Mass: 
Rotating 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. with 

St. Mary’s, Munich Call 682-5178 
(Munich).

BDECAN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Tokio, N.D. 
(2 miles south of Tokio, 

near Woodlake) 
294-2283 

www .bdecanpresbyterian-
church.org 

Worship: at 11 a.m., Sunday 
school kids K - 5 grade during 

worship, potluck meal after 

BETHEL EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH 

1312 East Walnut St. 
Devils Lake 662-3758 
www .bethelfree.com 

Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m. 

CHRIST THE KING 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Tokio 
Saturday: 7 p.m. Mass 

all year round.

CHURCH OF GOD 
(SEVENTH DAY) 
607 Fifth St. S.E. 

Devils Lake 
Saturday: 2 p.m. 

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 20th 

St. 
& Lincoln Ave. Devils Lake 

Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sacrament at 11 a.m.

DAKOTA 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

West Highway 57 
Fort Totten Church - 

766-4516 
Sunday: 11 a.m. worship. 

DAKOTA OYATE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 294-

2361 Tokio, N.D. 
11 a.m. worship 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE 
ADVENT 

Sixth Street and 
Fifth Avenue Devils Lake 

11 a.m. Morning prayer 1st, 2nd, 
3rd Sundays Holy 

Eucharist- 4th Sunday 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 601 
Fifth St. NE Devils Lake Sunday 

9:30 a.m. worship 

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
311 5th Ave. NE Devils Lake

701-230-1332 
Sunday: 10:30am and 6 p.m. 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lakota Missouri Synod 

Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m. 

HIGH PLAINS MINISTRY
Nekoma, Lawton, Concordia, and 

Our Redeemer’s 

LAKOTA LUTHERAN 
CHURCH LAKOTA, ND 

247-2777
Sundays: 10 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

Fort Totten, N.D. 
701-766-4826

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

MORNING STAR PARISH 
701-262-4714

www.morningstarparish. com 
Worship services at 8 a.m., 9:30 

a.m. and 11 a.m. rotating: Ameri-
can, Pekin, Warwick, Sigdal and 

Sheyenne Lutheran 

NEW LIFE FELLOWSHIP 
North Junction of 

Hwy. 15 & 20 
Rural Hamar 

262-4470
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. 

worship service 

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, ELCA

612 14th Ave. NE 
Devils Lake, N.D.

662-5112
 Sunday: 10 a.m. Service 

Wednesday: 6 p.m. Service 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(NALC) 1700 Fifth Ave. NE PO 

Box 1041 Devils Lake, N .D. 
662-3565 Worship
Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

ST. BONIFACE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Esmond, N.D. 249-8360

Tuesday-Saturday: Weekday Mass 
at 9 a.m. Saturday: 5 p.m. Mass. 

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Mass. 

ST. JEROME’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH Crow 

Hill District Hwy. #57, 
One mile N. 

Saturday: Mass 5 p.m. 

ST. JOSEPH’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 515 

Fourth St. 
Devils Lake 662-7558 

Monday -Friday at 12:00pm
Tuesday at 10:00am at 

Odd Fellows
Wednesday at 10:00am at 

Eventide
Friday at 9:30am at 
St. Joseph School

Saturday at 8:30am & 5:00pm
Sunday at 7:30am, 9:00am & 

11:00am

ST. MICHAEL 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
St. Michael, ND 58370 

766-4151 
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. and 

9:30 a.m. 

ST. OLAF LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, ELCA

601 6th St. NE
Devils Lake, ND

662-4911
9:30 a.m. Worship
(September - May)

Summer:
8:30 a.m. at Retreat Center

11 a.m. at St. Olaf
(June - August) 

ST. PETER’S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

7th St. & 7th Ave. 
662-2245

Devils Lake Missouri Synod 
Worship: 11 a.m.

Dial-a-Devotion: 662-3158.

ST. THOMAS 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Fort Totten, N.D. 
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist 1st, 2nd, 

3rd and 5th Sundays, 4th Sunday 
- Morning Prayer

ST. WILLIAMS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Maddock, N.D. 
438-2668 

Wednesday: 7 p.m. Mass. 
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Mass. Mass at 

5 p.m. on the first 
Friday of the month. 

SEVEN DOLORS
 CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Fort Totten 766-4314
Sunday: 11 a.m. Mass. 

Daily Mass: 7 a.m. 

TRINITY-BERGEN AFLC LU-
THERAN CHURCH 

PO Box 46 Starkweather Sunday 
- 10:30 a.m. Holy 

Communion every Sunday 

WEBSTER CHAPEL 
Webster, N.D. 

Worship is at 9 a.m. the 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th Sundays. 

WESTMINSTER 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 501 

Fifth St. NE 
Devils Lake, 662-3584 

Sunday worship 11:00 a.m.

ZOAR FREE LUTHERAN
Hampden, North Dakota

Pastor Craig Wentzel
May through August 

Worship Sundays 9 a.m.
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Pope urges US to recommit to founding ideas of 
protecting life, human dignity on 250th anniversary
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