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IN DISTRICT COURT, 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA, 
COUNTY OF TRAILL, EAST 

CENTRAL JUDICIAL DISTRICT
 In the Matter of the Petition for Name 
Change of BONNIE JEAN FISHER.

NOTICE OF PETITION  
FOR NAME CHANGE

1. PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a 
Petition in the above-entitled matter 
will be filed with the Clerk of District 
Court for Traill County, North Dakota, 
requesting an Order changing the 
name of Bonnie Jean Fisher to Bonnie 
Jean Knutson.
2. Pursuant to N.D.C.C. 32-28-02, 
thirty days previous notice of the 
intended application must be given in 
the official newspaper printed in this 
county. You are hereby notified that 

thirty days after publication, petitioner 
intends to file a petition requesting 
entry of the Court’s Order changing 
the name of Bonnie Jean Fisher to 
Bonnie Jean Knutson. Any objection 
to granting this name change must be 
given in writing to the address listed 
below within 30 days of the date of 
this publication. The written objection 
must also be filed with the Court. if no 
objections are given, the Court may 
respond to the Petition without further 
hearing.
Dated this 14th day of January, 2026.

Bonnie Jean Fisher
407 Arnold Ave. 

Portland, ND  58274

Published January 16, 2026

Legal Notice

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
The North Dakota Department of 
Transportation (NDDOT) will receive 
bids for the construction of the 
following project(s):

Job No.: 23341
Project No(s).: NH-9-999(477)
Length: 0
Type: BOX CULVERT JOINT 
REPAIRS, SPALL REPAIRS, 
WINGWALL REPLACEMENT, 
SCOUR REPAIR
County(s): TRAILL, DICKEY, & 
LAMOURE Cos
Location: VARIOUS US/STATE 
HIGHWAYS - STATEWIDE

Job No.: 24795
Project No(s).: HES-8-999(063)
Length: 0
Type:
County(s): TRAILL, CASS, 
RANSOM, RICHLAND, & SARGENT 
Cos
Location: VARIOUS US/STATE 
HIGHWAYS - FARGO DISTRICT

Bids will be received via the Bid 
Express on-line bidding exchange 
at www.bidx.com until 09:30AM, 
February 27, 2026. Bids will be 
opened at that time at the NDDOT 

building on the capitol grounds in 
Bismarck and the bid results will 
be distributed and posted online at 
https://www.dot.nd.gov/business/
bidinfo.htm approximately 30 minutes 
after bids are opened.
The proposal forms, plans, and 
specifications are available on the 
NDDOT website at http://www.dot.
nd.gov and may be inspected at the 
Construction Services Division, 608 
East Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, 
North Dakota.
All bidders not currently prequalified 
with NDDOT must submit an online 
Contractor’s Prequalification request 
to the Department at least ten (10) 
business days prior to the bid opening. 
The online application can be found 
on the NDDOT website at https://www.
dot.nd.gov/business/contractors.htm
NDDOT reserves the right to 
reject any and all proposals, waive 
technicalities, or to accept such 
as may be determined in the best 
interests of the state.
For disability/language assistance, 
call 701-328-2978.

Requested by:
Ronald J. Henke, P.E., Director
North Dakota Department of 
Transportation

Legal Notice

The North Dakota Game & Fish 
Department announces the following 
summary of regulations from 
amendment No. 1 of the 2025-2026 
small game, waterfowl, and furbearer 
proclamation.
The 2026 spring light goose 
conservation order will be in effect 
Feb. 21 - May 10, 2026. Only light 
geese may be taken. Light geese 
include snow geese, blue geese, and 
Ross’s geese. There will be no daily or 

possession limit on light geese during 
the conservation order. 
Apply online at gf.nd.gov. 
A complete proclamation along with 
amendment No. 1 that contains 
regulations for the 2026 spring light 
goose conservation order is available 
from the NDGF Department, 100 N 
Bismarck Expy Bismarck, ND 58501-
5095, Ph: (701) 328-6300, or online at 
gf.nd.gov. 
 

Legal Notice

HCV

Boos
ter C

lub

To sponsor a game or become a member of the HCV Booster 
Club, contact Carissa Olsen at 701-430-9588 or email  

carissa@nokotapackers.com.

Game  
Sponsors

Love of the Game Camp, 
Valley Plains Equipment, 

First State Bank 
Feb. 9 - Boys basketball vs.  
Thompson (HEC), 7:15 p.m.

The Beehive,  
Abra Auto Body,  

Jeremie Larson – Seed Sales 
Feb. 12 - Boys basketball vs.  
Park River/Fordville-Lankin 

(CV), 7:15 p.m.

AgCountry FCS, 
Nodak Insurance Company, 

Centrol, 
KRJB/YourLiveEvent, 

GK Cotton Farms, 
Midwest Pest Control, 

Heartland Hearing 
Professionals 

Feb. 13 - Boys/Girls 
basketball vs.  

Ada-Borup (HEC),  
5:45/7:15 p.m.

TRAILL COUNTY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 6, 2026
The Traill County Commission-

ers came to order on January 6th, 
2026 at 8:00 a.m. with the following 
members present:  Commissioners 
Eblen, Nesvig, and Young in person 
and Commissioner Amb attending 
online.  Commissioner Elliott was not 
present.  

On motion of Young, seconded 
by Nesvig and carried to approve the 
agenda. 

On motion of Nesvig, seconded 
by Young and carried approve the 
minutes of December 16th, 2025.

On motion of Young, seconded 
by Nesvig and carried to appoint Kurt 
Elliott, Chairman for 2026.

On motion of Eblen, seconded 
by Young and carried to appoint Ken 
Nesvig, Vice-Chairman for 2026.

COMMISSION PORTFOILIOS: 
On motion of Young, seconded by 
Eblen and carried to appoint the fol-
lowing Commissioners to the 2026 
portfolios:

(a) Courthouse: Thomas Eblen
(b) Sheriff/Jail: Kurt Elliott
(c) Road: Les Amb
(d) VSO: Larry Young
(e) EDC: Kurt Elliott/Ken Nesvig
(f) Housing Authority: Young
On motion of Eblen, seconded 

by Young and carried to follow the 
ND State OMB rates for mileage for 
2026, set at $.725 for personal ve-
hicle mileage. 

COUNTY PAYABLES: On mo-
tion of Eblen, seconded by Young 
and carried to approve the regular 
bills presented for payment and 
the Auditor’s warrants as follows: 
111206, ADVANCED BUSINESS, 
$143.57; 111222, Mary Remore,  
$180.00; 111207, ALLIANCE BUSI-
NESS, $125.00; 111223, MEN-
ARDS,  $611.43; 111197, AMB, 
LESLIE, $342.30; 111224, ND 
DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION,  
$7,452.92; 111208, BRENNANS 
GARAGE LLC,  $400.00; ACH, 
ND PUBLIC HEALTH INS TRUST,  
$116,628.31; 111209, CASS COUN-
TY FINANCE,  $4,716.31; ACH, 
NDPERS, $68,602.82; 111210, CHI-
CAGO POWER PLAN,  $1,551.99; 
111225, NODAK ELECTRIC COOP,  
$226.50; 111211, CODE 4 SER-
VICES INC, $11,585.88; 111226, 
ONE CALL CONCEPTS INC,  $6.00; 
111212, DAKOTA HERITAGE BANK,  
$2,000.00; 111227, PAULS HOME-
TOWN REPAIR,  $78.25; 111213, 
EC REGIONAL WATER,  $400.40; 
ACH, PAYROLL,  $327,793.56; 
ACH, FEDERAL TAX,  $113,880.47; 
111198, PEPPERBALL,  $7,295.00; 
111214, FINLEY MOTORS, INC.,  
$602.72; 111228, POLAR COMMU-
NICATIONS, $7.40; 111215, GALLS,  
$90.95; 111229, Razor Tracking,  
$575.00; 111216, GRAND FORKS 
COUNTY, $4,307.46; 111230, 
REMARK TECH CONSULTING,  
$900.00; 111217, HILLSBORO 
MUNICIPAL,  $1,231.99; 111199, 
SCHNEIDER GEOSPATIAL, LLC,  
$20,000.00; 111218, JOHN DEERE 
CREDIT,  $640.66; 111200, STEELE 
COUNTY,  $43,153.21; 111219, KRB 
GRAVEL LTD,  $24,940.00; 111196, 
TRAILL COUNTY TREASURER,  
$5,724.23; 111220, LAKE REGION 
LAW ENFORC, $810.00; 111232, 
TURNING WRENCHES LLC, 
$118.00; 111221, LITTLE FALLS 
MACHINE,  $1,261.41; 111201, 
YOUNG, LARRY,  $,478.30.

On motion of Young, seconded 
by Eblen, and carried, with Eblen, 
Young, and Amb yea and Nesvig 
nay, to appoint Nesvig to the AVHSZ 
Board for a three-year term.

A letter was received from the 
State Historical Society regarding 
the removal of the Ellingson Farm 
District from the National Register of 
Historic Places. Comments concern-
ing the proposed removal may be 
submitted by January 30, 2026.

Commissioners received a letter 
from the Department of Agriculture 
regarding the 2026 North Dakota 
Agriculture Commissioner’s Weed 
Forum, to be held in Bismarck on 
January 6, 2026. Traill County weed 
officers are required to attend.

The AVHSZ Board meeting 
schedule for 2026 was received. No 
action was required by the Commis-
sion.

Reminder of offices up for elec-
tion in 2026 was provided. No action 
was required by the Commission.

Ben Gates, DES Assistant, re-
quested the Commission sign a 
letter of support for Sanford to as-
sist with a grant for Traill County to 
obtain a CAD system. Steve Hunt, 
Sheriff, provided additional explana-

tion regarding the benefits expected 
from the CAD system. On motion by 
Eblen, seconded by Young and car-
ried to authorize Nesvig to sign the 
letter of support.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Cor-
wyn Martin, Road Superintendent, 
and Matt Lange, KLJ Engineer, con-
ducted a bid opening. Action was 
tabled until the next meeting to al-
low Martin time to review the bids.  
Martin presented an encroachment 
permit request for Les Amb located 
off County Road 19.  On motion of 
Eblen, seconded by Young and car-
ried to sign the permit.  Martin also 
inquired about radios for his depart-
ment. Discussion was tabled with 
the Commissioners requesting that 
he return with information identify-
ing potential funding sources for the 
radios.  Lange presented an annual 
agreement for professional services 
from KLJ.  On motion of Eblen, sec-
onded by Young and carried to allow 
Nesvig to sign the agreement with 
KLJ.  Lange also updated the com-
mission on various projects.  

HILLSBORO AIRPORT AU-
THORITY: Devon Cote and Kyle 
Klapper requested that the Board 
postpone the possessory interest 
tax on the hangars to allow the own-
ers additional time, as they were 
not aware the tax had been applied. 
Kayla Knudson, Tax Director, ad-
vised Cote that applications for tax 
exemptions or abatements must 
first be reviewed by the Township 
Board before being submitted to the 
County for final approval. Cote and 
Knudson will follow up regarding the 
next steps.

There being no further business 
to be brought before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:39 a.m. 
to meet again on January 20th, 
2025, at 8:00 a.m.

Heather Hovey, Auditor
Ken Nesvig, Vice-Chair

TRAILL COUNTY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING
JANUARY 20, 2026

The Traill County Commission-
ers came to order on January 20th, 
2026 at 8:00 a.m. with the following 
members present:  Commissioners 
Eblen, Elliott, Nesvig, and Young in 
person and Commissioner Amb at-
tending online.  

Additions or deletions to the 
agenda: Discussion on Home Rule 
and a statement from Commissioner 
Young. 

On motion of Eblen, seconded 
by Young and carried to approve the 
agenda. 

On motion of Nesvig, seconded 
by Eblen and carried approve the 
minutes of January 6th, 2026.

On motion of Nesvig, seconded 
by Eblen and carried to approve a 
letter to be sent to Troy Hefta on his 
property questions.  

On motion of Eblen, seconded by 
Nesvig and carried to approve an in-
demnity bond for Wold Johnson, P.C. 
in the amount of $2,520.00.

Commissioners received a letter 
from Garrison Diversion regarding 
grant application opportunities.  Nes-

vig asked the board if they want to 
consider applying for the bathrooms 
in Belmont Park.  The Commission-
ers would like Ben Gates, Assistant 
DES, look into the grant and come 
back to the board.    

COUNTY PAYABLES: On motion 
of Young, seconded by Nesvig and 
carried to approve the regular bills 
presented for payment and the Au-
ditor’s warrants as follows: 111235, 
ADVANCED BUSINESS, $440.11; 
111278, ND ASSOCI OF COUN-
TIES, $11,153.00; 111236, BLOCK 
ONE OFFICES LLC, $2,460.00; 
111279, ND ATTORNEY GENER-
AL,  $949.00; 111256, BRAND, AL-
LISON MARY, $35.73; 111280, ND 
BLUE CROSS SHIELD,  $7,891.30; 
111257, BRENNANS GARAGE LLC, 
$590.00; 111244, ND COUNTY 
AUDITORS ASSOC,  $3,400.00; 
111258, BUTLER MACHINERY 
CO., $300.00; 111245, ND DEPT 
OF TRANSP, $3,976.26; 111259, 
BUXTON CITY AUDITOR, $229.00; 
111281, ND STATE RADIO COMM, 
$766.00; 111260, BUXTON FARM-
ERS UNION,  $1,594.62; 111282, 
ND STATES ATTORNEY ASSOC,  
$175.00; 111261, COLE PAPER 
INC.,  $2,051.00; ACH, NDPERS,  
$2,194.08; 111237, CUSTOMER 
ACCOUNT SVS,  $119.00; 111283, 
NDSU EXTENSION, $6,166.48; 
111233, DAKOTA HERITAGE 
BANK,  $20,156.44; 111246, NIL-
SON BRAND LAW, $1,500.00; 
111238, DAKOTA NATURAL GAS, 
$4,900.53; 111284, NODAK ELEC-
TRIC COOP, $245.49; 111239, 
EAST CENTRAL REG WATER, 
$48.40; 111285, PORTLAND FARM-
ERS UNION, $1,619.10; 111263, 
EMMA LOLIYA, $59.45; 111286, 
RDO TRUCK CENTER, $5,904.28; 
111240, FAMILY HEALTHCARE 
CTR, $829.50; 111247, RECORD 
KEEPERS LLC,  $27.50; 111264, 
FLACK JACKET, $339.75; 111248, 
REMARK TECH CONSULTING, 
$86,843.11; 111265, FREEBERG, 
ERIKA LEIGH,  $80.71; 111288, 
SANDBO PLUMBING,  $666.46; 
111234, GOOSE RIVER BANK,  
$51,620.14; 111249, SCHNEIDER 
GEOSPATIAL, LLC, $14,020.00; 
111266, GF ASSOC  REALTORS,  
$250.00; 111250, SEREH SAMBOU,  
$70.00; 111241, HILLSBORO MU-
NICIPAL, $1,926.79; 111251, SO-
RUM OIL COMPANY, $1,483.52; 
111242, HP INC., $2,019.00; 
111252, STONES SECURITY SYS-
TEMS,  $396.00; 111243, INFORMA-
TION TECH DEPT, $4,794.55; ACH, 
TAX COLLECTIONS-DECEMBER, 
$53,186.55; 111268, ISHIATU KRO-
MAH, $59.45; ACH, TAX COLLEC-
TIONS-PREPD JAN,  $3,380,928.41; 
111269, JACOBSON, KIMBERLY,  
$185.00; 111290, TOOL WARE-
HOUSE INC,  $62.45; ACH, JPMOR-
GAN CHASE, $23,199.32; 111291, 
TOWN & COUNTY COOP,  $168.50; 
111270, KLJ ENGINEERING LLC,  
$47,840.66; 111253, TRAILL COUN-
TY TREASURER,  $10,222.38; 
111271, LINDE GAS EQUIPMENT, 
$1,014.92; 111292, TRAILL COUN-
TY WATER,  $40,000.00; 111272, 
MARIA ARGUETA,  $172.70; 
111293, VALLEY BUS COACHES 

LLC,  $2,625.00; 111273, MAYPORT 
HARDWARE HANK, $8.79; 111294, 
VANESSA BURR,  $7.02; 111274, 
MIDWEST PEST CONTROL,  
$220.00; 111295, WALLWORK 
TRUCK CENTER, $647.66; 111275, 
MILLERS ELECTRICAL SVs, 
$195.00; 111254, WEX,  $52.50; 
111276, NAPA,  $248.75; 111296, 
WRIGHT IMPLEMENT, $529.90; 
111277, NAPA CENTRAL,  $171.55; 
111297, XCEL ENERGY,  $145.65.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Cor-
wyn Martin, Road Superintendent, 
addressed the Board on several mat-
ters. He presented the motor grader 
bids for reconsideration and, due to 
the cost of the equipment, requested 
approval to pursue a financing op-
tion through Butler that would spread 
payments over a three-year period. 
On motion of Amb, seconded by 
Nesvig, and carried, the Board ap-
proved the financing option.  Martin 
also requested approval to purchase 
14 mobile radios and 3 handheld 
radios for department trucks using 
ARPA funds. On motion of Nesvig, 
seconded by Young, and carried, 
the Board approved the purchase.  
An update was provided on the flex 
funding for the removal of Bridge 
232, which has been approved. Up-
dates on other projects remain pend-
ing, awaiting responses from the 
State.

HOME RULE: Following discus-
sion of the advantages and disad-
vantages of a Home Rule Charter, 
a motion was made by Nesvig, sec-
onded by Eblen, and carried to pro-
ceed with the process.

TAX DIRECTOR:  Kayla Knud-
son, Tax Director, presented an 
abatement request for approval for 
the Anchor Elevator in Hatton, which 
experienced a fire in November.  On 
motion of Young, seconded by Nes-
vig and carried to approve the abate-
ment.  A contract with Vanguard for 
a new module was presented to the 
Board. Charlie Stock, State’s Attor-
ney, reviewed the contract and ad-
vised that it was appropriate to pro-
ceed. On motion by Eblen, seconded 
by Young, and carried to approve the 
contract to be signed.  Knudson pro-
vided a brief update on the Dufner 
case, which was dismissed by the 
court.

COMMISSION: Larry Young, 
Commissioner, requested that the 
Auditor’s Office provide all employ-
ees with a summary of their total 
compensation received from the 
County, including wages and ben-
efits.

SHERIFF: Steve Hunt, Sheriff, 
introduced a member of the drug 
task force who spoke about the ben-
efits of participating in the task force. 
Sheriff Hunt also noted that he is 
considering adding a K-9 unit to the 
department in the future.

There being no further business 
to be brought before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:55 a.m. 
to meet again on February 3rd, 2026, 
at 8:00 a.m.

Heather Hovey, Auditor
Kurt Elliott, Commission Chair

Legal Notice

Brand new 
bingo in  
Mayville

From left, Luther Elness, Keith 
Williams, Butch Aamold, Maynard 
Gunderson, Richard Peterson and 

Maria Smukalla show off new bingo 
cards and a new bingo machine 

donated to Luther Memorial Home. 
A fundraising campaign received 
monetary gifts from the Mayville 

American Legion Post 8, VFW Post 
4221, the Sons of the American 

Legion, Gate City Bank, Jeff Strand, 
Marion Baker, Ricky Hanson, Dave 

Moehler, Keith Williams and Richard 
Peterson. An  extra $270 raised was 

used to purchase an extra set of 
bingo balls and more bingo cards. 
Minda Strand and Sonya Sherva 

also aided the effort. 
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By COLE SHORT

Hillsboro city leaders received an 

update from their engineering firm 

Monday night spelling out ways the 

city could mitigate 

street flooding in 

the future.
Jesse Kist, a 

water resources en-

gineer with AE2S, 

presented the Hills-

boro City Commis-

sion with more than 

a half-dozen maps 

showing how rainwater spreads in 

the city.
According to an analysis by 

AE2S, a 3-inch rain in Hillsboro will 

leave more than a foot of standing 

water along a three-block stretch of 

First Street Southwest south of Cale-

donia Avenue and a half-dozen other 

smaller stretches of road in the city.

Those stretches include portions 

of First, Second and Third avenues 

west of Main Street as well as a sec-

tion of Loyal Avenue in the southeast 

corner of Hillsboro.
“(A 3-inch rain) would leave a lot 

of inundation in those areas,” Kist 

told city officials.

NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT

PHOTO
BY CORY 
ERICKSON

Agassiz 
Valley Human 

Service Zone 

employees 
Brooke Duval, 

left, and 
Beth Morrow 

display 
ornament 
tags available 

through the 

Angel Giving 

Tree program.

By COLE SHORT

The Traill County 
Community Giv-
ing Project kicked 
off its 12th annual 

Angel Giving Tree program, 

which collects donations for 

area families prior to Christmas,  

on Wednesday, Nov. 15.

After serving more than 145 

individuals from 60 households 

in the county a year ago, orga-

nizers said Monday that they’re 

expecting to see their numbers 

climb this year.
“Last year went really well, 

but we’re anticipating need-

ing to serve significantly more 

people this year,” Beth Morrow, 

children and family services 

supervisor with Agassiz Valley 

Human Service Zone in Hills-

boro, said Monday.
Created in 2011, the angel 

tree program is organized by 

Agassiz Valley, Mayville State 

Child Development Programs 

and the South Eastern North 

Dakota Community Action 

Agency.
The holiday charity drive 

traditionally has served 140 to 

150 adults and children every 

ANGEL TREE
Continued on page 15

Engineer: City 
could address 
street flooding
in Hillsboro 
using ponds

CITY
Continued on page 7

Traill County 
EDC kicks off 
new ‘Hot on the 

Traill’ campaign

TRAILL EDC
Continued on page 7

Kist

By COLE SHORT

Interested in saving a couple 

bucks on a dozen doughnuts from 

Soholt Bakery in Mayville or paring 

down that bar bill in 

Hillsboro or Reyn-

olds?
How about cut-

ting the cost of a 

sack of spuds in 

Buxton or taking 10 

percent off the tab 

to purchase granite 

countertops in Hat-

ton?
The Traill County Economic De-

velopment Commission had a soft 

opening late last week for its “Hot 

on the Traill” savings pass featuring 

18 participating merchants.

TCEDC Executive Director Jim 

Murphy told TCEDC’s board of di-

rectors on Nov. 16 that his office will 

be kicking off a marketing push soon 

to get local shoppers – and those liv-

ing outside Traill County – interest-

Murphy

Angel Giving Tree program sees growing 

need for donations, gifts for the holidays

Traill County reviews beaver issues, ‘Back the Blue’ funds

By COLE SHORT

The Traill County Board 

of Commissioners on Tuesday 

discussed burdensome beaver 

dams and approved spending 

$19,000 in “Back the Blue” 

money the county received to 

improve recruitment and re-

tention among its law enforce-

ment officers.
Corwyn Martin, the coun-

ty’s road and bridge supervi-

sor, said he’s been fielding 

phone calls 
daily from 
l a n d o w n -
ers report-
ing beaver 
dams on their 
property.

“I’ve been 
trying to stay 
away from 

getting involved unless they’re 

in our right of way,” Martin 

told the county board. “But I’m 

receiving calls every day about 

beaver dams.”
Martin said he’s been work-

ing with a landowner to re-

move a beaver dam in the cen-

ter of a large culvert – Bridge 

395 – southeast of Clifford.

“It’s huge and really stuck. 

We’ve lost a telephone pole in 

there already,” he said.

The landowner living in the 

area shot 11 beavers and tried 

to blow up the dam, but the 

beaver colony keeps rebuilding 

its logjam, Martin said.

Martin said he recom-

mended the landowner reach 

out to the Traill County Water 

Resource District to see if the 

agency could help with efforts 

to remove the beavers.

“I’m getting calls on (bea-

ver) dams in the middle of no-

where but I don’t want to take 

a trackhoe someplace and lose 

it in a swamp … where I don’t 

have jurisdiction,” he said.

“You’re better off staying 

out of those situations,” Coun-

ty Commissioner Les Amb of 

Portland told Martin.
In a separate matter Tues-

day, county commissioners ap-

proved a request from Sheriff 

Steve Hunt to disburse $19,000 

in “Back the Blue” funds the 

TRAILL
COUNTY
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HO-HO-HOLIDAY FUN
Dozens of Christmas events on tap in the area

By JAMES R. JOHNSON

The countdown to 
Christmas has started 

across Traill County and 

area residents will have 

plenty of opportunities to celebrate 

the season in the coming weeks.

Organizers have been scheduling 

school and church concerts, lining up 

visits from Santa Claus and planning 

live nativities to usher in the return 

of the holidays.
Keeping track of every ho-ho-

holiday event on tap in Traill County 

could test even the most organized of 

the Banner’s festive followers.

So here’s a quick breakdown of 

more than two dozen holiday-themed 

events coming up in Traill County 

and the surrounding area prior to 

Christmas on Dec. 25.

n Vendors and businesses in 

Clifford, N.D., will host their third 

annual “Sip and Shop” holiday shop-

ping event at 26 Plummer Ave., from 

9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Nov. 25.

“Sip and Shop” is held on Small 

Business Saturday to offer Christmas 

gifts and wine-tasting while accept-

ing free-will donations for Traill 

County charities. Admission is free.

n Nearby Halstad, Minn., will 

host a day filled with holiday-themed 

events on Saturday, Nov. 25.

Activities kick off at 8 a.m. with 

a Lions club breakfast at the Legion 

Rec Center. A craft and vendor show 

follows from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 

Landmark Building.
Photos with Santa will run from 1 

to 2 p.m. inside the Landmark Build-

ing and hay rides will be given from 

3 to 5 p.m.
A community tree-lighting 

celebration will take place at 5 p.m. 

The Hillsboro Banner is the the 
official newspaper of Hatton, Grandin,  
Galesburg, Hillsboro, Mayville, Portland, 
Buxton, Reynolds, the Hillsboro, Central 
Valley and MayPort-CG school districts 
and Traill County. Volume 145 • Number 43 • 2 Sections, 22 Pages • Friday, October 27, 2023 • Single Copy Price: $1 Online 24 hours a day at hillsborobanner.com

Official Newspaper of Traill County • HILLSBORO, NORTH DAKOTA 58045 • Established in 1879 

BURROS, PATRIOTS BURROS, PATRIOTS 
RUN IN REGIONALS RUN IN REGIONALS 

– – Page B1Page B1

GRUE PROJECT
Continued on page 7

AWARD
Continued on page 5

Murphy

TAKING THE

CAKE
PHOTO BY CORY ERICKSON

Meran Rhodes, the owner Merry Bear Baking in Portland, offers custom-made cakes, cookies and truffles, which are available for viewing on her bakery’s website and Facebook page.

Merry Bear Baking 

owner who grew up 

in Siberia serving up

custom-made cakes, 

truffles in Portland

By COLE SHORT

PORTLAND – The globe-trotting journey that led Meran Rhodes 

to open an in-home bakery business in Portland may be more com-

plex than her cake recipes.

The 36-year-old owner of Merry Bear Baking was born in Kansas 

and spent more than a few years in Idaho before moving to Port-

land a year and a half ago. But Rhodes attributes her longtime love 

of baking to her days growing up overseas while her parents were 

working as missionaries in the Russian province of Siberia.

“I use to watch all these Russian 

women bake their goods with no reci-

pes. They had everything in their heads 

and knew how to measure it out by 

sight,” Rhodes says.
“It was so fascinating to watch them 

make bread and their baked goods 

without any measurement (cups) of any 

sort. That’s where my love of baking 

really started.”
Rhodes had been living in Clark 

Fork, Idaho with her husband, Steven, 

and 3-year-old daughter, Evelyn, before 

relocating to Portland to be closer to 

her cousin Karen Seifert, who serves as 

a pastor at Aurdal Lutheran Church.

Rhodes knew little about Portland 

or small-town living in North Dakota 

before the move, although she says she 

and her family have settled in quickly.

“The neighborhood and the whole 

town has been amazing and I’ve fallen 

in love with it,” Rhodes says while sip-

ping tea at her kitchen table.

“It’s a good small town where 

everybody looks after one another. The 

place where we lived in Idaho kind 

of lost that, but it’s been lovely living 

here.”
And, unlike other out-of-state trans-

plants who shudder at the thought of 

surviving another North Dakota winter, 

Rhodes isn’t bothered by the cold. She 

grew up in Siberia, where temps in the 

winter plummet to 40 below.

“Winters here don’t bother me,” she 

says with a laugh. “It Siberia, it can get 

to be 40 or 50 below zero, but it’s still. 

They don’t have wind like we do here.”

Rhodes, who calls herself a self-

taught baker, had been slowly building 

MERRY BEAR
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Sons of Norway lodge introduces 

crowds to lompe and rommegrot 

By JAMES R. JOHNSON

PORTLAND – Crowds piled 

into Norsemen Hall in Port-

land on Thursday, Oct. 19 to 

spend an evening celebrat-

ing the culture and cuisine of Norway.

Sponsored by the Mjosen Sons of 

Norway Lodge, the event was moved 

to Portland since the group no longer 

rents space from the Masons at Goose 

River Lodge in Mayville.

“We’ve been meeting back and forth 

between Norsemen Hall in Portland 

and Mayville Lutheran Church because 

both venues are handicap accessible,” 

said Becky Gunderson, director of the 

Sons of Norway District 4, which cov-

ers lodges in northeast North Dakota, 

Montana and Saskatchewan.

“At our January meeting, we had 

a very traditional budget meeting and 

exchanged cultural topics that members 

would like to do,” Gunderson said.

“We have 80-some members and 

new members bring new ideas and 

perspectives.”
Guests for a membership drive 

inside Norseman Hall in Portland were 

greeted by Steve Gunderson, who at-

tended the event in a T-shirt declaring 

“Swedish Eye Candy.”

The Norwegian humor on display at 

the community celebration carried over 

from a Sons of Norway viewing of 

“Lutefisk Wars” at the Delchar Theater 

SONS OF NORWAY
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Murphy:
Riverwalk 
expansion 
gathering 
momentum
By COLE SHORT

Hillsboro’s Riverwalk Ad-

dition west of Interstate 29 

appears to be primed for new 

r e s i d e n t i a l 
and commer-
cial growth, 
according to 
the executive 
director of the 
Traill County 
E c o n o m i c 
Development 
Commission.

Jim Murphy told TCEDC’s 

board of directors on Oct. 19 

that a dozen city and civic 

leaders met recently with de-

velopers and investors behind 

the Riverwalk Addition.

The consensus reached by 

those at the behind-the-scenes 

gathering indicated a strong 

interest in adding more houses 

and businesses in Riverwalk in 

2024, Murphy said.
“There appears to be mo-

mentum out there, even if 

we’re not seeing it happening 

yet,” Murphy said.
“We are working on seeing 

what kind of incentives pack-

ages we can find to get more 

projects going out there.”

Figuring out a way to of-

fer incentives to builders in 

the Riverwalk Addition was 

discussed by members of the 

Hillsboro Economic Develop-

ment Corp. in September.

Rick Nelson, who serves 

on HEDC’s board of direc-

tors, suggested last month that 

HEDC tap into its sales tax 

collections to offer housing 

incentives in the development.

Celebration honors Norwegian culture, cuisine

PHOTO BY CORY ERICKSON

Lute Simley of Mayville spoke to visitors about Norwegian ski jumping at the Mjosen Sons of Norway 

Lodge cultural event Oct. 19 at Norseman Hall in Portland.
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Season’s first 
winter weather 

roars into area 

late this week
By CORY ERICKSON

The first snowfall of the 

season left a sizable cleanup 

around portions of the Red 

River Valley. 
A late October storm 

brought two rounds of snow 

across North Dakota, with the 

central and northern portions 

of the state forecast to receive 

8 to 13 inches of snowfall.

Winter storm warnings 

were issued from Pembina, 

N.D. to Jamestown, N.D. into 

this morning (Friday), with 

wind gusts expected to reach 

35 mph in some locations. 

“This system has rotated al-

most straight southward out of 

Canada, bringing that cold air 

with it,” said Mindy Beerends, 

meteorologist-in-charge with 

the National Weather Service 

office in Grand Forks.

“It’s merging with a sys-

tem coming out of the pacific 

northwest, so it’s kind of a 

combination of systems – 

that’s why we’re seeing areas 

with rain and snow.”
After a mild start to fall, 

with temperatures last week-

end approaching 70 degrees, a 

shift in the jet stream brought 

cold arctic air into the northern 

STORM
Continued on page 5

plains. 
Highs today were expected to 

reach 27 degrees with overnight 

lows reaching the single digits 

Saturday night. 
Average high temperatures 

for this time of year are near 47 

degrees in Grand Forks.

“We’re definitely colder than 

average,” Beerends said.
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