
Commissioner Meeting
January 2, 2024

Chair John Hokana called the meet-
ing to order at 9:00 am. Present also 
were Commissioners Jerry Walsh, Kacey 
Holm, and Marke Roberts. Commissioner 
Brandon Carlson was in attendance via 
electronic means. Auditor Sheppard was 
also present. The media was not pres-
ent. Commission recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Clerk of Court Andi Schimke 
was present via electronic means.

Holm made a motion to approve the min-
utes from December 19th and December 
27th with corrections. Walsh seconded. 
Motion carried.

Commission reviewed a resolution to 
declare an emergency due to the ice storm 
from December 24th and December 25th. 
Roberts made a motion for the Chair and 
Auditor to sign the resolution. Holm sec-
onded. Motion carried. 

Sheppard presented three quick 
claim deeds from the county land sale in 
November. Walsh made a motion for Chair 
Hokana and Auditor Sheppard to sign the 
quick claim deeds. Holm seconded. Motion 
carried.

Roberts made a motion to adjourn at 
9:20.

Auditor Sheppard called the meeting to 
order at 9:21. Present were Commissions 
Jerry Walsh, Kacey Holm, Marke Roberts, 
and John Hokana. Commissioner Brandon 

Carlson was in attendance via electronic 
means.

Sheppard asked for nominations for the 
Chair position. Hokana made a motion to 
nominate Jerry Walsh for Chair. Roberts 
seconded. Sheppard called for other nomi-
nations. Hokana made a motion to cease 
nominations and to cast a unanimous 
ballot to appoint Walsh as Chair. Holm 
seconded. Motion carried.

Walsh asked for nominations for Vice 
Chair. Roberts made a motion to nominate 
Brandon Carlson for Vice Chair. Holm 
seconded. Walsh called for other nomina-
tions. Roberts made a motion to cease 
nominations and to cast a unanimous bal-
lot to appoint Carlson as Vice Chair. Holm 
seconded. Motion carried. 

States Attorney Kim Radermacher and 
Health District Administrator Roxanne 
Holm joined the meeting via electronic 
means at 9:25.

Commissioners discussed the use of 
portfolios for the Commission board. A 
decision was made to not use portfolios in 
2024. Employees can discuss issues with 
any of the Commission. The Commissioner 
should report to Sheppard if anything 
should be forwarded to the remaining 
Commissioners. Sheppard will send to all 
Commissioners, as requested.

Discussion followed concerning the 
appointment of board appointments that 
expired at the end of 2023. Sheppard will 
advertise in the paper for openings on the 
various boards. Sheppard will send a let-
ter to those with expiring terms to check 
on their willingness to serve on the board 

for another term. These board appoint-
ments will be finalized at the February 6th 
meeting. 

Roberts made a motion to appoint 
Hokana to a five-year term to the Health 
District. Holm 

Seconded. Motion carried.
Roberts made a motion to appoint 

Holm to another term on the SouthCentral 
Dakota Regional Council board. Hokana 
seconded. Motion carried.

Roberts made a motion to appoint 
Walsh to the Job Development Authority 
board. Holm seconded. Motion carried.

Hokana made a motion to increase 
the meeting payment for the Planning 
Commission, the Park Board, Weed Board, 
and the Health District to $150 per meet-
ing. Roberts seconded. R Holm reminded 
the Commission that the motion will need 
to be finalized at the Health District board 
meeting. Roll call was unanimous. Motion 
carried.

Roberts made a motion to approve the 
vouchers as presented. Holm seconded. 
Roll call was unanimous. Motion carried.

Treasurer Wonada Lematta joined the 
meeting at 10:02. Lematta discussed with 
the Commission current rates for CDs at 
the various banks in the county. A CD has 
matured at BankNorth and deposited in 
the county’s account. After reviewing the 
interest rates, Roberts made a motion to 
invest $1,000,000 with CDARS through 
BankNorth for six months. Carlson sec-
onded. Roll call was unanimous. Motion 
carried. 

Lematta updated the Commission on 

changes made at BankNorth on Dickey 
County’s account. The change will increase 
the interest rate to 4.25%, on funds avail-
able daily. 

Lematta discussed with the Commission 
the lack of applicants for the part-time dep-
uty treasurer position. Discussion included 
the importance of the office and the need to 
have someone trained in the office to sup-
port the Treasurer. Roberts made a motion 
to advertise to hire a full-time deputy 
treasurer and train the person accordingly. 
Holm seconded. Roll call was unanimous. 
Motion carried. Sheppard and Lematta will 
work together to place the job on ND Job 
Service and Facebook, and the placement 
of advertisement in the newspaper.

Sheppard presented a quote to update 
Administrative Assistant/Deputy Auditor 
Amy Mittleider’s desk phone, at a cost of 
$351.12. Holm made a motion to authorize 
Sheppard to sign the quote to buy a new 
phone for Mittleider. Carlson seconded. 
Roll call was unanimous. Motion carried.

Holm made a motion to authorize the 
Chair and Auditor to sign the joint exer-
cise governmental powers agreement with 
South Central Dakota Regional Council 
for 2024. Roberts seconded. Roll call was 
unanimous. Motion carried. 

Holm made a motion to authorize the 
Chair and County Auditor to sign the 
Secure Software maintenance agreement 
for 2024. Hokana seconded. Roll call was 
unanimous. Motion carried.

Tax Director Don Flaherty entered the 
meeting at 10:30.

Holm made a motion to open the abate-
ment hearing. Holm seconded. Motion 
carried.

Flaherty presented a homestead credit 
application for the 2023 tax year. Roberts 
made a motion to approve the application. 
Holm seconded. Roll call was unanimous. 
Motion carried. 

Holm made a motion to close the abate-
ment hearing. Roberts seconded. Motion 
carried.

DES/911 Coordinator Charlie Russell 
joined the meeting at 10:50. Russell updat-
ed the Commission on residents without 
power in Dickey County since the ice 
storm. 

Highway Superintendent Jeff Hagen 
joined the meeting at 11:00. Discussion 
followed with Hagen and Russell concern-
ing the ice on County Road #1. Hagen said 
the crew are trying to break up the ice but 
cannot guarantee it will work.

Discussion followed concerning equip-
ment needs for the application of the 
DustPods product. – A packer and a water 
truck is equipment needed to apply the 
product. Dakota Improvement was a pack-
er that Hagen rented before. 

Commission requested Sheppard get 
bids for cleaning the courthouse parking 
lot. The contractor will need insurance. 

Holm made a motion to adjourn at 11:50.
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Oakes, ND 58474
701-742-4442

Pat & Kathy Roney

HELWIG EXCAVATING

 2 Demolition
 2 Tree Removal
 2 Ditch Digging
 2 Rock Pile Removal

KEVIN HELWIG
701-992-2826

Cell: 701-678-3430
9974 Hwy #1, Oakes, ND

OAKES TRUCK 
& TRAILER, LLC

CUSTOMERS ARE OUR FIRST & ONLY PRIORITY!

11019 Hwy 11 • Oakes, ND
Truck & EquipmEnT SErvicE

Clutch - Brakes - Transmissions 
Electrical Systems - Engine Overhauls

Hydraulic Systems - Computer Diagnostics   
    DOT Inspections

 Warren Moe 
701-742-3342 

Advertise Your 
Business here for 

as low as $10 per week
(3 month commitment required)

Call us today!
Oakes Times

701-742-2361
Dickey County Leader

701-349-3222
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 James River  
Soil Conservation District 

51 N 1st ST. / PO Box 190  
Ellendale, ND 58436 

701-349-3653 ext. 3, www.jamesriverscd.org 
Tree planting, weed barrier, tree auger, tree shelters & stakes 

Handplants for evergreens, shrubs, & hardwoods  
Cover crop & grass seed, No-Till drill rental 

Environmental education, Gopher Getter rental 

Even a Small Ad 
Gets Noticed
 Dickey County Leader 

 701-349-3222 • dcleader@drtel.net
Oakes Times 

701-742-2361 • oakestms@drtel.net

Sc     p’s
LIQUOR

509 7th St. S.
Oakes, ND

701-742-2371

Hrs: Mon-Thur: 9am-9pm
Fri & Sat: 9am-10pm

Sun: 12-6pm

Family Dentistry

420 Main St.
Lisbon, ND

(701) 683-7695

Sozo Physical 
Therapy

Amber Patzlaff, DPT
Accepting new patients at 

9 N 5th St, Oakes, ND
Call 701-433-1717 or 

leave a message at 742-3386
Accepting Medicare, Blue Cross, 

Sanford Insurances

Service Directory
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Dickey County
Public

Transportation
Handicapped Accessible Vehicles

Ellendale:
Monday - Thursday

8:30am - 4:30pm
Oakes:

Monday - Friday
8:30am - 4:30pm

To Aberdeen:
The third (3) Monday

of each month
If you need a ride, call:
349-4513 or 742-3509

--------------
The McIntosh County Bus goes 
through Ellendale on their way 
to Aberdeen the 1st and 3rd 

Tuesdays of the month. If you 
would like to catch a ride call:

701-731-0072


