
Oakes, ND 58474
701-742-4442

Pat & Kathy Roney

HELWIG EXCAVATING

 2 Demolition
 2 Tree Removal
 2 Ditch Digging
 2 Rock Pile Removal

KEVIN HELWIG
701-992-2826

Cell: 701-678-3430
9974 Hwy #1, Oakes, ND

OAKES TRUCK 
& TRAILER, LLC

CUSTOMERS ARE OUR FIRST & ONLY PRIORITY!

11019 Hwy 11 • Oakes, ND
Truck & EquipmEnT SErvicE

Clutch - Brakes - Transmissions 
Electrical Systems - Engine Overhauls

Hydraulic Systems - Computer Diagnostics   
    DOT Inspections

 Warren Moe 
701-742-3342 

Advertise Your 
Business here for 

as low as $10 per week
(3 month commitment required)

Call us today!
Oakes Times

701-742-2361
Dickey County Leader

701-349-3222
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 James River  
Soil Conservation District 

51 N 1st ST. / PO Box 190  
Ellendale, ND 58436 

701-349-3653 ext. 3, www.jamesriverscd.org 
Tree planting, weed barrier, tree auger, tree shelters & stakes 

Handplants for evergreens, shrubs, & hardwoods  
Cover crop & grass seed, No-Till drill rental 

Environmental education, Gopher Getter rental 

Even a Small Ad 
Gets Noticed
 Dickey County Leader 

 701-349-3222 • dcleader@drtel.net
Oakes Times 

701-742-2361 • oakestms@drtel.net

Sc     p’s
LIQUOR

509 7th St. S.
Oakes, ND

701-742-2371

Hrs: Mon-Thur: 9am-9pm
Fri & Sat: 9am-10pm

Sun: 12-6pm

Family Dentistry

420 Main St.
Lisbon, ND

(701) 683-7695

Sozo Physical 
Therapy

Amber Patzlaff, DPT
Accepting new pAtients At 

9 n 5th st, OAkes, nD
Call 701-433-1717 or 

leave a message at 742-3386
Accepting MedicAre, Blue cross, 

sAnford insurAnces

Service Directory

By Esther McGinnis, 
NDSU Horticulturist

April showers bring May flow-
ers. Spring rains also brings the 
first sightings of earthworms on 
driveways and sidewalks. While 
this is good fortune for the hun-
gry robins, homeowners often 
express dismay at the appear-
ance of numerous earthworm 
castings in lawns.

Earthworm castings are coni-
cal-shaped mounds of soil and 
excrement that are left at the 
burrow entrance. During heavy 
rains , earthworms sense rain-
drop vibrations and leave the 
soil. Scientists used to believe 
that they left their burrows 
because of a lack of oxygen. 
However, scientists now theo-
rize they take advantage of the 
wet above-ground environment 
to look for new habitat and 
mates.  

Numerous earthworm cast-

ings in lawns can be unsightly 
in spring. I wasn’t always appre-
ciative that these castings might 
cause anguish to conscientious 
homeowners. I was focused on 
the numerous soil ecological 
benefits of earthworms such 
as thatch decomposition, water 
infiltration and soil aeration. 
However, one annoyed home-
owner hammered his point 
home that his lawn was as 
bumpy as the Badlands and he 
was afraid that he might trip and 
break his ankle.

Yes, homeowners can take 
steps to manage lawn dam-
age. However, the first step is 
to make sure that earthworms 
are the issue. Solitary ground-
nesting bees can also cause 
soil mounds in the spring. 
These native bees are valuable 
pollinators and not aggressive 
unlike the pesky yellowjack-
ets that are prevalent in late 

summer. Ground-
nesting bees 
should not be 
eradicated.

Fresh earth-
worm castings 
are frequently 
shiny and dark-
er in appear-
ance than the 
underlying soil. 
In contrast bee 

mounds are usually the same 
color as the soil or even lighter 
if the underlying soil is sandy. 
One clear way to differentiate 
between ground-nesting bees 
and earthworms is to look for 
a hole that is about the size of 
a pencil eraser. Bees leave a 
prominent hole to allow them to 
return to their underground nest. 

Earthworms do 
not.

E a r t h w o r m 
m a n a g e m e n t 
strategies are 
focused on 
improving turf-
grass health, 
smoothing out 
the bumps, and 
overseeding the 
lawn. No pesti-
cides or chemi-
cals are labeled 
for use in man-
aging earth-
worms.

Castings can 
be masked by 

a healthy lawn. Mowing at a 
taller height of 3 to 3.5 inches, 
fertilizing the lawn, and proper 
irrigation practices can help. 
Frequent, shallow watering is 
detrimental because it keeps 
the earthworms at the soil sur-
face. In contrast watering deep-
ly but infrequently will force the 
earthworms deeper as the sur-
face soil dries.  

If your lawn is thin, wait until 
late summer (August 15 to 
September 15) to core aerate 
the lawn and overseed with 
the appropriate turfgrass mix to 
increase turfgrass density. For 
this technique to work, the soil 
cores should be left on the lawn 
to fill in the low spots. When 
repeated for multiple years, this 
technique can help smooth the 
bumps and increase grass den-
sity.

Mechanical processes such 
powering raking or verticutting 
can reduce the bumpiness of 
the soil. Avoid either process 
during the heat of summer.

Dakota Gardener: Managing earthworm damage

Homeowners can take steps to manage lawn damage from earth-
worms but the first step is to make sure that earthworms are the 
issue.       (Photo by Joseph Berger, Bugwood.org)

Friday: Beef stew, house salad, 
fruit cocktail.
Monday: Grilled chicken on 
bun with lettuce, tomato, onion, 
tator tots, spinach, mixed ber-
ries with whipped topping.
Tuesday: Cheeseburger pie, 
peas, berry crisp.
Wednesday: Hashbrown egg-
bake with pork sausage and 
veggies, blueberries and yo-
gurt.
Thursday: Tator tot casserole, 
corn, peaches.

Dickey County
Senior Menu

Ellendale: 349-4513
Oakes: 742-3509

Dickey County 
Court Report

Gross, Christ, Forbes, 
Disorderly conduct-harassment, 
Misdemeanor B, Disposition, 
4/23/24 Dismissed; Criminal mis-
chief-willful-damage, Misdemeanor 
B, Disposition, 4/23/24 Dismissed.

Koop, Mary Annette, Britton, SD, 
TR: Speeding (11-15 mph over), 
Plea, 5/1/24 Guilty.

Somerville, Adrianna Jean, 
Marie, Yankton, SD, TR: Speeding 
(16-20 mph over), Plea, 4/30/24 
Guilty.

Carter, Jesse Robert, 
Coleharbor, TR: Speeding (6-10 
mph over), Plea, 4/29/24 Guilty.

Lopez, Courtney Ann, Oakes, 
TR: Speeding (6-10 mph over), 
Plea, 5/1/24 Guilty.

Ulmer, Jacob Lawrence, 
Fullerton, TR: Failure to wear seat-
belt, Plea, 5/3/24 Guilty.

Hofer, Harold Zack, Fullerton, 
TR: Disregarding a stop sign, 
Plea, 5/1/24 Guilty; TR: Failure 
to display registration tabs, Plea, 
5/1/24 Guilty.

Public 
Notice

Marriage 
License Report

Kelly, Patrick Joseph, Oakes, 
ND, and Brummund, Toni Rae, 
Oakes, ND.


