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Dakota Clowns: Heyoka
This message is not about 

clowns as we think of them in 
our modern context. I am talk-
ing about men who dream of the 
Thunder (Wakinyan), who are 
guided what to do by the Thun-
ders in a dream. If they did not 
do what they were told by the 
Thunder Beings, they would be 
killed with lighting (wakanhdi) 
during a thunderstorm (wakin-
yan bdoza). I was able long ago 
to interview two men who were 
clowns (heyoka). I was not bold 
enough to ask them details of 
their dreams, so this account 
is through their interviews, 
watching their performances 
and with other accounts. I also 
read about the Dakota heyoka 
in books which are listed in the 
bibliography.

The heyoka perform crazy 
antics and dress according to 
their dream (heyoka kaga). One 
man (Louis Jackson) dressed in 
a bedsheet with leafy branches 
worn about himself; the other 
(John Greywind) wore a buffalo 
headdress. On two different oc-
casions, each came out at a pow-
wow dancing. As soon as the 
other dancers perceived their 
presence, the dancers moved off 
to the side and let them dance 
until the singers ended the song. 
They danced to a common Grass 
Dance Song (Pejiwaci Odowan). 
At the completion of their per-
formance, they disappeared into 
the crowd of onlookers. They 
didn’t do special dance steps 
or body movements. Another 
account relates how a heyoka 
stood atop a hill in Wood Lake 
and with raised arms split a 
storm to go around the camp at 
a powwow.

These clowns are to be pitied; 
they were deathly afraid of a 
thunderstorm. Some would cry 
and hide at the approach of a 
storm. Most written and verbal 
accounts report them doing 
things backward, such as say-
ing, ‘Go away,” “I hate you,” “I 
am not hungry,” and of course 
walking and dancing backward. 
One account says the heyoka 
would splash around in mud 
puddles pretending to swim in 
deep water.

The most reported perfor-
mance was clowns being able to 
plunge their hands into a boiling 
kettle of soup to retrieve the 
meat, usually a dog. They also 
splashed the boiling soup on 
each other as children at play. 
This was made possible by their 
use of heyoka ta pejuta (clowns 
their medicine) -- Malvastrum 
coccinea, a plant identified by its 

red flowers. The heyoka would 
mash the roots of this plant and 
coat their hands and arms with 
its paste.

I interviewed Mr. Archie 
Redfox Sr. of Tokio, who said 
he was selected to be the tiyotipi 
or vice president of the Fourth 
of July in 1909. The celebration 
was held in Haslem’s pasture 
(the Buffalo pasture of today). 
He said the camp was a mile 
in diameter, and showed me 
the location, which was bumpy, 
uneven grassland, not the level 
area I expected. The heyoka had 
a tipi without a door. They had a 
rope tied to the top which they 
used to enter and exit. Some two 
or three would try to enter the 
tipi at the top, where the poles 
crossed. They pushed and pulled 
at each other in crazy, amusing 
antics. He remembered a clown 
dressed as a bee, with wings on 
his back and a stick as a stinger 
on his head. He would go about 
the camp making a buzzing 
sound. The curious pestering 
children would follow him. The 
clown told them to stay away; 
he said he was wakan (sacred).

Mr. Redfox reported that 
Turtle Mountain Ojibwa clowns 
were also present. The Ojibwa 
camped on the north side of 
the circle of tents. He said his 
mother made some fried bread 
and as the clowns passed by 
her, she gave them some bread. 
They carried long crooked bows 
and crooked sticks for arrows. 
When they took the bread, each 
one would lay down on his back, 
wave his arms and kick his legs 
in the air.

I also interviewed a Cana-
dian Dakota man from Sioux 
Valley, Manitoba who reported 
that his father was a heyoka. 
His mother was a Christian and 
didn’t bother with her husband’s 
activities. He told me one time 
the family got ready to go to a 
powwow, but his father stayed 
behind as the family departed. 
Upon arriving at the powwow, 
they discovered his father and 
the other heyoka dancing in the 
circle. He said neither he nor his 
mother knew how the heyoka 
arrived before they did.
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Ag producers should do
year-end tax planning

Now is the time to consider 
year-end income tax planning. 
There have been changes to the 
tax law in 2025 that agricultural 
producers should be aware of.

“When tax planning, it is 
best to start with year-to-date 
income and expenses, and es-
timate them for the remainder 
of the year,” says Ron Haugen, 
NDSU Extension farm man-
agement specialist. “Estimate 
depreciation, and include any 
income that was deferred to 
2025 from a previous year.”

Haugen recommends produc-
ers try spreading out income 
and expenses so as to not have 
abnormally high or low income 
or expenses in any one year.

Farmers and ranchers have 
until March 2, 2026 to f ile 
their 2025 income tax returns 
without penalty if they have not 
made estimates.

Qualified farmers have until 
April 15, 2026 to file without 
penalty if they have paid their 
estimated tax deposit by Janu-
ary 15.

Haugen encourages produc-
ers to think about making a de-
posit by Jan. 15, 2026 if it looks 
like they will have a tax liability:

“That would give producers 
more time to prepare their re-
turn and file on April 15.”

Haugen includes tax provi-
sions to take note of:

• Agricultural producers are 
allowed to use 200% declining 
balance depreciation for three-
year, five-year, seven-year and 
10-year property. A 150% de-
clining balance is required for 
15-year and 20-year property.

• For most new agricultural 
machinery and equipment (ex-
cept grain bins), the recovery 
period is five years.

• The Section 179 expense 
has increased. It generally al-
lows producers to deduct up 
to $2.5 million on new or used 
machinery or equipment pur-
chased in the tax year. There is 
a dollar-for-dollar phase-out for 
purchases exceeding $5 million. 
Equipment must be above 50% 
business use to use Section 179. 
A net operating loss cannot be 
generated with a 179-expense 
election.

• The additional 100% first-
year bonus depreciation has 
been reinstated for purchases 
after Jan. 19, 2025. The rate 
is 40% for purchases between 
Jan. 1 and Jan. 19, 2025. It is 
available for both used and new 
property.

• Net operating loss (NOL) 
carryback rules are in effect. 
Producers can carry back losses 
to offset income.

• Like-kind exchanges are 
not allowed for personal prop-
erty but are allowed for real 
property.

• Income averaging can be 
used by producers to spread the 
tax liability to lower income tax 
brackets in the three previous 
years. This is done on Schedule 
J.

• Producers may also use 
Form ND-1 FA (income averag-
ing) for North Dakota income 
tax calculations.

Haugen offers these tax plan-
ning tips for a low-income year:

• Amortize fertilizer pur-
chases.

• Capitalize repairs. Pick 
and choose which repairs to 
capitalize.

• Postpone expenses.
• Do not 179 expense all 

purchases. Use regular depre-
ciation.

Haugen recommends noting 
these tax planning items for a 
high-income year:

• Crop insurance proceeds 
can be deferred to the next tax 
year if a producer is a cash-basis 
taxpayer and can show that 
normally, income from dam-
aged crops would be included in 
a tax year following the year of 
the damage. This would include 
prevented plant insurance pay-
ments.

• A livestock income deferral 
is available for those who had a 
forced sale of livestock because 
of a weather-related disaster. 
This is a very important con-
sideration for producers who 
had to sell livestock because of 
drought. The IRS has two provi-
sions for deferral. The first one 
is IRC 1033(e), in which a live-
stock producer who sells more 
draft, breeding or dairy animals 
than normal due to weather-
related conditions may defer 
recognition of the gains for up to 
two years. A disaster declaration 
is not necessary; however, if a 
federal disaster declaration is 
issued, the replacement period 
is four years. The second provi-
sion is IRC 451(g), in which a 
livestock producer that uses the 
cash method of accounting can 
elect to defer for one tax year the 
income of any qualified livestock 
sold due to weather-related 
conditions.

• Prepay farm expenses. 
Feed, fertilizer, seed and similar 
expenses can be prepaid. Typi-
cally, discounts are received by 
paying for these expenses in the 
fall. Producers can deduct pre-
paid expenses that do not exceed 
50% of their other deductible 
farm expenses.

• Defer income to 2026. Crop 
and livestock sales can be de-
ferred to the next year by using a 
deferred payment contract. Most 
grain elevators or livestock sale 
barns will defer sales until the 
next tax year. Producers should 
be aware that they are at risk if 
the business becomes insolvent 
before the check is received and 
cashed.

• Purchase machinery or 
equipment. Machinery or equip-
ment purchases can be made 
before the end of the year to get 
a depreciation or Section 179 
expense deduction in 2025.

• Contribute to a retire-
ment plan, such as a simplified 
employee pension plan, savings 
incentive match plan for em-
ployees or individual retirement 
account.

Information on agricultural 
topics can be found in the Farm-
er’s Tax Guide, Publication 225. 
It can be obtained at any IRS 
office or ordered by calling 800-
829-3676.

Additional questions on this 
topic should be addressed to a 
tax professional, or the IRS at 
800-829-1040 or www.irs.gov. 
North Dakota income tax ques-
tions can be addressed to the 
ND Tax Department at 877-328-
7088 or www.nd.gov/tax.

Crop insurance proceeds can be deferred to the next tax year if a 
producer is a cash-basis taxpayer and can show that normally income 
from damaged crops would be included in a tax year following the 
year of the damage. (Pixabay photo)

Call ahead if interested in marketing any 
bred cattle to ensure proper advertising. 

For market information, a farm appraisal, to 
consign livestock or for trucking arrangements call

Chris Plummer @ 701-256-0878
Check out www.lakeregionlivestockinc.comwww.lakeregionlivestockinc.com 

or for current & past sale results.

▸ Remember, shots do make a difference

Lake Region Livestock Inc.
Devils Lake, ND

701-662-2223 | 800-858-7049
Chris Plummer - owner & manager

• Tues., Dec 16: Feeder Cattle
Special
1,500+ consigned
(last feeder cattle sale of the year)

• Fri., Dec. 19: Special Bred Cow &
	 Weigh-up Sale 
	 9:00 a.m. Weigh-ups
	 12:00 p.m. Bred Cows
	 • Check Facebook for listing

• Tues., Jan. 6: Regular & Feeder Cattle 
Special

	 2,000+ consigned

Agriculture Commissioner 
Doug Goehring has announced 
that applications are now be-
ing accepted for 2026 specialty 
crop grants.“Projects that solely 
enhance the competitiveness of 
specialty crops in North Dakota 
are eligible for these grants,” 
Goehring said. “We encourage 
organizations, institutions and 
individuals to submit proposals 
on their own or in partnerships.”

North Dakota has not yet 
received an allocation amount 
from USDA’s Agriculture Mar-
keting Service but is expected 
to receive it in the next few 
months. The ND Department 
of Agriculture (NDDA) will 
distribute the funds through a 
competitive grant process.

Eligible applications include 
pest and disease control; de-
veloping new and improved 
seed varieties and specialty 
crops; investing in specialty crop 
research, including research 
to focus on conservation and 
environmental outcomes; and 
increasing child and adult nutri-
tion knowledge and consump-
tion of specialty crops. Projects 
that directly benefit specific, 
commercial products or profit a 
single organization, institution 

or individual are not eligible.
The USDA defines specialty 

crops as “fruits and vegetables, 
tree nuts, dried fruits, horti-
culture and nursery crops.” 
Specialty crops grown commer-
cially in North Dakota include 
dry beans, dry peas, lentils, 
potatoes, confection sunflow-
ers, grapes, honey and various 
vegetables.

Goehring said an informa-
tion manual with application 
instructions, scoring criteria 
and an application template can 
be found on NDDA’s website: 
www.ndda.nd.gov/scbgp.

Applications must be submit-
ted in electronic form by 4 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 12, 2026. Appli-
cations will then be reviewed, 
scored, ranked and provided 
to Agriculture Commissioner 
Goehring to determine which 
applications will be forwarded 
to USDA for final approval in 
May 2026.

Projects funded by the grants 
start Oct. 1, 2026 and must be 
completed by Sept. 30, 2028.

Goehring said persons need-
ing more information should 
contact Waldemar Garcia at 
701-328-2191 or scbg@nd.gov.

Apply for specialty crop grants

North Dakotans can take 
advantage of a generous ND 
income tax credit when they con-
sider their charitable giving this 
holiday season. Individuals may 
receive a state income tax credit 
for a contribution of $5,000 or 
more, and businesses that pay 
North Dakota income tax may 
take a 40% credit up to a total of 
$10,000 for gifts of any amount 
to a qualified endowment fund 
of a North Dakota charity. 

“This generous tax credit is 
a very tax-wise way to support 
your home town, school or favor-
ite charity,” noted Steve Lipp, 
ND Community Foundation 
(NDCF) president.

The tax credit is 40% of the 
gift up to a maximum credit of 
$10,000 per year per taxpayer or 
$20,000 per year per couple fil-
ing jointly. The majority of funds 
managed by NDCF are qualified 
endowment funds.

Businesses (C corporations, 
S corporations, estates, limited 
liability companies, trusts and 

financial institutions) that pay 
ND income tax may take a 40% 
credit up to a total of $10,000 
for gifts of any amount to the 
qualified endowment fund of a 
qualified North Dakota charity. 

“The credit may be carried 
forward for three additional tax 
years if it cannot all be used in 
one year,” explained Lipp.

Learn how to qualify for the 
40% ND tax credit while help-
ing a local community fund or 
other favorite nonprofit at www.
NDCF.net/40, or by calling the 
ND Community Foundation at 
701- 222-8349.

ND income tax credit
available for qualifying gifts

St. Peter seeks 
donations

The St. Peter Cemetery As-
sociation is asking for donations 
for maintenance and upkeep. 
Donations may be sent to St. Pe-
ter Cemetery Association in care 
of Kathy Lalum, 6149 47th St. 
NE, Minnewaukan, ND 58351.

Seeking
donations

Knox Lutheran Cemetery 
(North) is seeking donations for 
maintenance and upkeep. Send 
them to the treasurer, Karen 
Tufte, 5995 46th Ave. NE, York, 
ND 58386


