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Whats happening in the area

IntheNews
Larry Linrud from Front Page

The Velva Area Voice welcomes 
and encourages letters to the editor. 
However, editing privileges are 
reserved on any items submitted. 
Items will be edited for length 
as space allows. Grammar and 
spelling corrections will be made 
and rewriting may take place. 
Libelous material is never allowed. 
Letters containing information 
which could be construed as libel 
will not be printed. Letters to the 

editor are reserved for individual 
comment on a subject of local 
interest and should follow these 
guidelines: • Letters should not 
be more than 250 words in length. 
The shorter the letter, the more 
likely it will be read. • Letters 
must include full name and town. 
• The Velva Area Voice will not 
honor requests to withhold names. 
We will not publish anonymous/
unsigned letters.
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Legal Notices: Your right to know

Not as complicated as today’s modern aircraft, the gauges are in the back seat. 
“That’s where you fly it from” according to Larry Linrud.

This isn’t the first time I have 
featured my brother-in-law, 
Larry Linrud in publications 
that I write for, but according 
to Larry, it may be the last. 
His project right now is a 1929 
WACO Taperwing, not built 
for any specific task, but used 
for a “little bit of everything” 
according to Larry. “They flew 
people, they flew mail, some of 
the bush pilots used them, some 
of them the jury-rigged floats for 
and they even put them on skis.” 

This particular plane was 
owned by Kent Pietsch of Minot, 
“and he’s had it for 20 years” 
says Linrud. 

The WACO will be the next 
in a line of airplanes that have 

been either built, repaired or 
refurbished in the Linrud shop 
located just north of Velva. The 
last plane was a Travel Air, and 
that plane is now holding a 
spot in a hangar at the Dakota 
Territory Air Museum. 

The WACO rebuilding project 
started about a year and a half 
ago, and if everything goes 
according to plan, the WACO 
will take flight sometime this 
summer. “I will keep it around 
and play with it for a while, and 
then I’ll probably sell it.” I was 
certainly lucky in that recent 
additions were the tail section 
and the engine. “The engine 
has 7 cylinders. That’s standard 
for rotary engines” according to 

Linrud. When I arrived, Larry 
was working on the oil tank. 
“It needed to be modified a bit 
so it would fit the plane” which 
is standard procedure when 
rebuilding something from 1929 
“stuff doesn’t always fit right so 
you just have to make it work.” 

Linrud is President of the 
Dakota Territory Air Museum 
and we had quite a long 
conversation about the museum 
and the challenges of drawing 
people into what is a kind of 
diamond in the rough. “Yeah, 
we have the warbirds, but we 
also have planes from every era 
of flight. We have a replica of the 
Wright brothers’ plane that flew 
at Kitty Hawk.” 

When I asked about how Larry 
Linrud got started rebuilding 
planes? “Well basically it’s 
something to do.” And then 
he explained that there is a 
difference between fixing up 
an old car vs. fixing up an old 
plane. “If you fix up an old car, 
you can never come out on top” 
says Linrud “when you have 
to purchase the parts to make 
it look good, you will have way 
more into it that what you can 
ever sell it for.” That isn’t the 
case with an airplane. “When a 
project like this (the WACO) is 
finished, I more than likely will 
at least break even, or make a 
few bucks when I sell it. You 
know you’ll never get anything 
for your labor, but truth be told, 
I need a reason to get up in the 
morning, you just do.”

The WACO was in the middle 
of the shop short of the wings 
and of course a lot of “little things 
that are really time consuming” 
according to Linrud. 

For sure there will be a day 
this summer when folks in Velva 
can look up and there will be 
Larry Linruds’ blue and white 
1929 WACO in flight. And for 
now, we’ll buy into the statement 
that this will be the last big 
project…well until the next one. 

Gotta Have Something To Get Up 
For In The Morning

Larry Linrud Brings Another 
Plane Back To Life…

ROD WILSON, NORTHERN SENTRY

Larry Linrud looking across the newly rebuilt engine. There are 7 cylinders.

Tail section of the 1929 WACO being restored by Larry Linrud.

Not as complicated as today’s modern aircraft, the gauges are in the back 
seat. “That’s where you fly it from” according to Larry Linrud.

Larry Linrud stands next to the 1929 WACO that he is restoring, and will 
hopefully sell someday when completed. 

The wings wait to be installed as Larry moves toward what he hopes is a mid-
summer completion date.

A side shot of the 1929 WACO without the wings. “It’s taken a log of work to 
get it this far” says Linrud.
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COTTONWOOD LAKE
EQUALIZATION MEETING

 Cottonwood Lake Township 
Equalization Mtg will be on April 15 at 
10 AM at the Roger & Sherry Myers’ 
home.
 Sherry Myers, Clerk-Treasurer
 4/03-4/10/2025

ODIN TOWNSHIP
 EQUALIZATION MEETING

 The Odin Township Equalization 
Meeting will be held Thursday, April 17 
at 9:00 am at the clerk’s home.
 Nylenne Schiele,
 Odin Township Clerk
 4/03-4/10/2025

LAND TOWNSHIP
 EQUALIZATION MEETING

 The Land Township Equalization 
Meeting will be held Tuesday, April 15, 
2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the clerk’s home.
 Pam Volochenko, Clerk
 4/03-4/10/2025

OLIVIA TOWNSHIP
 EQUALIZATION MEETING

 Olivia Township Equalization will be 
held April 17 8:00 PM at home of clerk. 
 Linda Krumwiede 
 Olivia Township Clerk 
 4/03-4/10/2025

VELVA TOWNSHIP 
EQUALIZATION MEETING 

 Velva Township Annual Tax 
Equalization Meeting will be held 
Tuesday, April 15th at Jim Hystad 
residence, 8:00pm. We will hold regular 
meeting prior at 7:00pm. 
 Tracey Ulland, Clerk/Treasurer
 4/10/2025

VOLTAIRE TOWNSHIP
EQUALIZATION MEETING

 Voltaire Township equalization
meeting will be held April 22nd at 7pm
at the home of the clerk.
 Molly Norris, Clerk
 4/10-4/17/2025


