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Garrison's Junior High girls fall to C-M

The Garrison Junior High girls' basketball team opened their season with a home game last Thursday.
The sixth- seventh grade team fell 18-27, and the eighth-grade team lost 10- 29. Pictured is eighth-grader
Hadley Kerzmann slipping past the opponent and driving to the hoop. (Tyson Matthews)
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a major milestone for patients
who previously had limited op-
tions.

For AMD that has advanced
beyond the ability to benefit
from the therapies mentioned
there are still options. Many vi-
sion aids and tools are available
today that can help optimize
remaining vision. Getting a re-
ferral to a Low Vision specialist
is another step available to help
individuals affected by advanced
AMD.

Treating Early to Protect Vision

Early identification and inter-
vention is key. Just like control-
ling blood pressure or diabetes
early to prevent complications
later on, addressing macular
degeneration before it becomes
advanced can make a significant
difference in the long run. Cur-
rent therapy slows down AMD
to keep vision better for longer,
but does not completely stop
or reverse dry AMD. Regular

follow-ups and referral to a ret-
ina specialist can ensure timely
diagnosis, access to cutting-edge
treatments, and personalized
care to preserve sight for as long
as possible.

Dr. Jed Assam is a board-cer-
tified, fellowship-trained retina
specialist dedicated to the diagno-
sis and treatment of AMD along
with other macular and retinal
disorders. He is the founder of
VRA Vision in Sioux Falls, a
Center for Excellence in Macular
Degeneration, and is passionate
about patient education and early
intervention to prevent vision
loss. Follow The Prairie Doc® at
www.prairiedoc.org, Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube, and Tik
Tok. Prairie Doc Programming
includes On Call with the Prairie
Doc®, a medical Q&A show (most
Thursdays at 7pm on SDPB,
YouTube and streaming on Face-
book), 2 podcasts, and a Radio
program (on SDPB, Sundays at
6am and 1pm).

Preparing to meet the future

BY DANIEL ARENS,
Hazen Star Editor

Several diverse topics and
perspectives joined together in
Beulah last week as various com-
munity, government, industry
leaders and landowners from
around western North Dakota
gathered for a conference on the
future of energy in the state.

The Vision West ND Consor-
tium held its Energy & Natural
Resources Collaboration public
meeting at the Beulah Civic Cen-
ter on Wednesday, Oct. 29. The
event featured keynote speakers
from different projects ranging
from rare earth metals to iron
to jet fuel, as well as panels on
natural gas pipelines, regulatory
action and landowner rights.

Jason D. Laumb, Director of
Advanced Energy Initiatives at
the Energy & Environmental
Research Center out of UND at
Grand Forks, was the overall MC
of the day, while Beulah Econom-
ic Director Beaver Brinkman
gave a welcome to the attendees
from Beulaha and talked about
the opportunities the city is
pursuing for enhancing industry
opportunities.

After the openings, the event
began with a pipeline panel dis-
cussion moderated by Brinkman,
with panelists Justin Kringstad
from the North Dakota Pipeline
Authority, Mark Anderson with
WBI Energy and Larry Oswald
from Montana-Dakota Utilities
(MDU).

The focus of this first panel
was on three natural gas trans-
mission pipeline projects, two
smaller pipelines for particular
projects in northwestern North
Dakota and one larger pipeline
(the Bakken East Pipeline Proj-
ect), going from the Bakken and
McKenzie County all the way to
the west side of Fargo. The latter
follows the North Dakota High-
way 200 corridor through Dunn,
Mercer and McLean counties.

Natural gas has been a major
discussion topic in the Hazen/
Beulah area for years, with pre-
vious attempts at bringing a gas
pipeline to Mercer County hav-
ing proven unsuccessful.

“We have responded to count-
less RFPs for industry,” Brink-
man said. “We always rank in
the top as far as infrastructure
goes on everything, except for
not having natural gas access. So
this is huge to our area.”

As panel moderator, Brink-
man asked the panelists about
the projected economic impact
of the pipeline to the communi-
ties it passes through. Kringstad
replied that the difference with
this project is that it is entirely
within North Dakota; whereas
other projects produce gas to
be transported to other states
and regions, the Bakken East
Pipeline Project includes both
upstream gas production and
downstream gas demand within
North Dakota.

Brinkman said modeling with
the project shows the possibility
of creating nearly 900 jobs in
Mercer County, which he said
trickles into other areas of the
workforce as spouses and fam-
ily members seek employment.
He said he thinks the project
and the new opportunities that
having access to gas would pro-
vide could double the county’s
population.

Mercer County Commission
Chairman Gene Wolf asked
about whether smaller commu-
nities in Mercer and Oliver coun-
ties could access the pipeline as
well, with Anderson saying the
pipeline would have the capac-
ity to service many entities,
including these communities.
Hazen Economic Director Myra
Savelkoul asked about the im-
pact on propane services, with
Brinkman saying he thinks
there is room for both natural
gas and propane within the com-
munities.

Jessica Johnson, Vice Presi-
dent of External Affairs with
Talon Metals, gave an update
on the company’s current status
regarding its Tamarack Mine
location in Minnesota and the
review process in that state, as
well as an overview for the pro-
posed Beulah minerals process-
ing facility in Mercer County.
Ore from the Minnesota mine is
planned to be shipped by rail to
the processing facility, making
use of the existing BNSF rail-
way line. This facility is being
developed with the assistance of
a$1l1l4 milliongrant fromthe U.S.
Department of Energy (awarded
during the Biden administra-
tion).

Johnson said the primary
reasons that the Beulah-area site
(the former Dakota Westmore-
land mine site) was selected for
the processing facility was due
to its having the existing railway

connection and industrial infra-
structure that can be repurposed
for Talon’s use, as well as the
drier climate in western North
Dakota that she said is more
conducive to the facility’s opera-
tion than the wetter climate in
Minnesota.

Currently, the mine site in
Minnesota is still under review,
with Johnson saying the com-
pany has made changes to its
initial plan based on the review
process and public input there.
She said the current timeline for
the Minnesota mining portion of
the project is to enter construc-
tion by the end of 2027 or begin-
ning of 2028.

“Our goal is to be finding more
nickel for America and support-
ing our domestic supply chain,”
Johnson said, noting that the
nation’s only current high-grade
nickel mine in Michigan is slated
to close due to ore deposit deple-
tion.

Johnson said the next steps
for the processing facility is to
progress with feasibility study
test planning and with the en-
vironmental assessment for the
DOE. She added Talon also hopes
to expand its public and commu-
nity engagement and begin the
initial permitting process.

In addition to updates from
industry, there were also pre-
sentations involving landowners
during the Vision ND workshop,
emphasizing landowner rights
and the relationship between
landowners and incoming in-
dustry.

Bob Grant with the Northwest
Landowners Association talked
about the origin of the organi-
zation and the importance of
landowners working together
with each other to ensure their
property rights are respected. He
said the group does not oppose
industry or development but
wants to ensure that landowners
(and the land itself) are treated
with dignity and are respected
throughout the process.

A later panel, moderated by
longtime Vision West member
and former Dunn County Com-
missioner Daryl Dukart and in-
cluding McKenzie County land-
owner Gene Veeder and Dunn
County landowner Gene Harris,
discussed the opportunities and
the challenges of having multiple
industries and pipelines looking
at access through their farming

Jason D. Laumb with the Energy

and Environmental Research Center

out of Grand Forks was the overall Master of Ceremonies at the Vision
West ND Energy & Natural Resources Public Workshop in Beulah last
week. The event featured guest speakers, panels and presentations on
a variety of topics related to industry, development, agriculture and
government regulation. (Photo credit of Daniel Arens)

or ranching properties.

Veeder and Harris empha-
sized the importance of landown-
ers understanding how right-of-
way works and having a plan in
advance for what they will and
will not allow on their proper-
ties. Their discussion included
working through attorneys to
make sure all the details in an
agreement are actually benefi-
cial, keeping pipelines and other
industrial easements near roads
or in particular areas that leave
significant portions of property
undisturbed and working di-
rectly with companies to address
any concerns with workers or
contractors to protect their own
safety.

Other presenters at the con-
ference included Jim Bougalis,

founder and CEO of North Amer-
ican Iron; Chris Ryan, President
and COO of Gevo; Dave Riplinger
with NDSU Extension on carbon
sequestration as it relates to
agriculture; and regulatory au-
thority explanations from Dave
Glatt with the North Dakota
Department of Environmental
Quality and Randy Christmann
with the North Dakota Public
Service Commission.

“We want the same things,”
Laumb said at the end of the
workshop. “We want things to
get done effectively. We have
to work together and use our
resources in a sustainable way.”

In addition to the meeting in
Beulah last week, Vision West
ND is planning a consortium
meeting in Hazen on Thursday,
Nov. 20.

Infusion Center

It’s Right Here.

SAKAKAWEA
MEDICAL CENTER




