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NEW TOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL
ABSENT VOTERS’ BALLOTS 

AVAILABLE
Application forms and absent voters’ 

ballots for the annual school election on 
June 10th, 2025 are available from Nancy 
Reimer, Business Manager of the New 
Town Public School District No. 1. The 
District Offi ce is open from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Appli-
cation forms must be signed and fi led be-
fore the ballot can be obtained. Absentee 
ballots need to be postmarked by June 9, 
2025 or dropped off at the district offi ce 
located at 300 Eagle Drive, New Town, 
by 4:00 p.m. on June 9, 2025 in order to 
be counted.

May 7, 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2025

Probate No. 31-2025-PR-69
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

MOUNTRAIL COUNTY,
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
ARDIS H. ZUNICH, DECEASED

NOTICE OF HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR FORMAL

PROBATE OF WILL, 
DETERMINATION OF TESTACY 

AND HEIRS AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN KIM-
BERLY BLUNT, Of 717 South Strevell 
Avenue, Miles City, Montana 59301, has 
fi led in the above Court and cause a Peti-
tion for Formal Probate of Will and Ap-
pointment of Personal Representative for 
the Estate of ARDIS H. ZUNICH. For 
further information, the Petition, as fi led, 
may be examined in the offi ce of the clerk 
of the above Court.

Hearing upon said Petition will be 
held in said Court at the Courtroom of the 
Mountrail County Courthouse, Stanley, 
North Dakota, on the 7th day of August, 
2025, at the hour of 10:30 a.m., at which 
time all interested persons may appear 
and object.

DATED this May 16, 2025.
KARELL KIMMET BEDDOW PLLP

By: /s/ Patrick G.N. Beddow
Patrick G.N. Beddow, ND Bar #07456

175 North 27th Street, Suite 1303
Billings, Montana 59101

406-294-8484
pbeddow@kkblawmt.com

Attorneys for Petitioner
May 21, 28, June 4, 2025

NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
AMEND ADMINISTRATIVE 

RULES RELATING TO
COMBATIVE SPORTS

PROFESSIONAL BOXING 
AND MIXED FIGHTING 

STYLES
TAKE NOTICE that the North Da-
kota Office of the Secretary of 
State will hold a public hearing to 
address proposed changes to the 
N.D. Admin. Code at 10 am on 
Wednesday, July 9, 2025, in the 
Secretary of State’s Main Confer-
ence Room at the North Dakota 
State Capitol, 600 East Boulevard 
Avenue, Bismarck ND 58505.

A copy of the proposed rules may 
be obtained at SOS.ND.gov or by 
writing the Office of the Secretary 
of State at 600 East Boulevard 
Avenue, Dept. 108, Bismarck ND 
58505.

Also, written comments may be 
submitted to 600 East Boulevard 
Avenue, Dept. 108, Bismarck ND 
58505, until 12 noon on Friday, July 
25, 2025. If you plan to attend the 
public hearing and will need special 
facilities or assistance relating to a 
disability, please call the Secretary 
of State at (701) 328-2900 at least 
four days prior to the public hearing.

Dated this 27 of May, 2025. 
Michael Howe
Secretary of State

NOTICE OF HEARING
N.D. INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION

OIL AND GAS DIVISION
The North Dakota Industrial Commis-

sion will hold a public hearing at 9:00 AM 
CDT Wednesday, June 25, 2025 at N.D. Oil 
& Gas Division 1000 East Calgary Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota. At the hearing 
the Commission will receive testimony and 
exhibits. Persons with any interest in the 
cases listed below, take notice.

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: If 
at the hearing you need special facilities or 
assistance, contact the Oil and Gas Divi-
sion at 701-328-8038 by Wednesday, June 
11, 2025.

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA TO:
Case No. 31803: Application of Hess 

Bakken Investments II, LLC for an order 
amending the applicable orders for the 
Robinson Lake-Bakken Pool to establish 
an overlapping 2560-acre spacing unit de-
scribed as Sections 4, 5, 8 and 9, T.154N., 
R.93W., Mountrail County, ND, and au-
thorize one horizontal well to be drilled on 
such unit, or granting such other relief as 
may be appropriate.

Case No. 31805: Application of Ener-
plus Resources (USA) Corp. for an order 
amending the applicable orders for the 
Spotted Horn-Bakken Pool to establish 
an overlapping 2560-acre spacing unit 
described as Sections 11, 12, 13 and 14, 
T.150N., R.94W., McKenzie and Mountrail 
Counties, ND, and authorize one horizontal 
well to be drilled on such unit, or granting 
such other relief as may be appropriate.

Case No. 31814: Application of Hess 
Bakken Investments II, LLC for an order 
pursuant to NDAC § 43-02-03-88.1 pool-
ing all interests in a spacing unit described 
as Sections 4, 5, 8 and 9, T.154N., R.93W., 
Robinson Lake-Bakken Pool, Mountrail 
County, ND, as provided by NDCC § 38-
08-08, or granting such other relief as may 
be appropriate.

Case No. 31815: Application of Hess 
Bakken Investments II, LLC for an order 
pursuant to NDAC § 43-02-03-88.1 pool-
ing all interests in a spacing unit described 
as Sections 31 and 32, T.155N., R.93W. 
and Sections 5 and 6, T.154N., R.93W., 
Robinson Lake-Bakken Pool, Mountrail 
County, ND, as provided by NDCC § 38-
08-08, or granting such other relief as may 
be appropriate.

Case No. 31816: Application of Hess 
Bakken Investments II, LLC for an order 
pursuant to NDAC § 43-02-03-88.1 pool-
ing all interests in a spacing unit described 
as Sections 33 and 34, T.155N., R.93W. 
and Sections 3 and 4, T.154N., R.93W., 
Robinson Lake-Bakken Pool, Mountrail 
County, ND, as provided by NDCC § 38-
08-08, or granting such other relief as may 
be appropriate.

Case No. 31817: Application of Hess 
Bakken Investments II, LLC pursuant to 
NDAC §43-02-03-88.1 for an order al-
lowing gas produced from the RS-Flick-
ertail-156-91-1720H-1 (File No. 19498), 
RS-Flickertail-156-91-1720H-2 (File No. 
35609), RS-Flickertail-156-91-1720H-3 
(File No. 35610), RS-Flickertail-
156-91-1720H-4 (File No. 35611), RS-
Flickertail-156-91-1720H-5 (File No. 
39815), RS-Flickertail-156-91-1720H-6 
(File No. 39816), RS-Flickertail-
156-91-1720H-7 (File No. 39817), Sec-
tions 17 and 20, T.156N., R.91W., RS-
Nelson Farms-156-91-1819H-2 (File No. 
39819), Sections 18 and 19, T.156N., 
R.91W., RS-Nelson Farms-LE-156-91-
1819H-1 (File No. 39818), Sections 17, 
18, 19 and 20, T.156N., R.91W., RS-F Ar-
mour-156-92-1224H-2 (File No. 39152), 
RS-F Armour-156-92-1224H-3 (File No. 
39153), RS-F Armour-156-92-1224H-4 
(File No. 39154), RS-F Armour- 156-92-
1224H-5 (File No. 39155), RS-F Armour-
156-92-1224H-6 (File No. 39156), Sec-
tions 12, 13 and 24, T.156N., R.92W., 
RS-Juma-156-92-1131H-2 (File No. 
39935), RS-Juma-156-92-1131H-3 (File 
No. 39933), RS-Juma-156-92-1131H-4 
(File No. 39931), E/2 of Section 31, W/2 
of Section 32, T.157N., R.91W. and Sec-
tions 2 and 11, T.156N., R.92W., RS-Feld-
man-156-92-1423H-2 (File No. 39934), 
RS-Feldman-156-92-1423H-3 (File No. 
39932), Sections 14 and 23, T.156N., 
R.92W., and RS-Feldman-LW-156-92-
1423H-1 (File No. 39936), Sections 14, 
15, 22 and 23, T.156N., R.92W., Ross and 
Alger Fields, Mountrail County, ND, wells 
to be commingled in an existing central 
production facility located in the SWSE 
of Section 1, T.156N., R.92W., (CTB No. 
239152), pursuant to NDAC § 43-02-03-
48.1, or granting such other relief as may 
be appropriate.

Case No. 31818: Application of Hess 
Bakken Investments II, LLC pursuant to 
NDAC §43-02-03-88.1 for an order al-
lowing oil and gas produced from the 
EN-Binger 157-94-1201H-1 (File No. 
21587), EN-Binger-157-94-1201H-4 (File 
No. 41733), EN-Binger-157-94-1201H-5 
(File No. 41732), Sections 1 and 12, 
T.157N., R.94W., EN-Stenbak 157-94-
1324H-1 (File No. 21588), Sections 13 
and 24, T.157N., R.94W., and EN-Hill-
eren-157-94-1336H-2 (File No. 41734) 
and EN-Hilleren-157-94-1336H-1 (File 
No. 40571), Sections 13, 24, 25 and 36, 
T.157N., R.94W., Big Butte Field, Moun-
trail County, ND, wells to be commingled 
in an existing central production facility lo-
cated in the SWSW of Section 11, T.157N., 
R.94W., in addition to the wells in existing 
CTB No. 240152, pursuant to NDAC § 43-
02-03-48.1, or granting such other relief as 
may be appropriate.

Case No. 31820: Application of Ener-
plus Resources (USA) Corp. for an order 
pursuant to NDAC § 43-02-03-88.1 pool-
ing all interests in a spacing unit described 
as Sections 11, 12, 13 and 14, T.150N., 
R.94W., Spotted Horn-Bakken Pool, McK-
enzie and Mountrail Counties, ND, as pro-
vided by NDCC § 38-08-08, but not real-
locating production for wells producing on 
other spacing units, or granting such other 
relief as may be appropriate.

Signed by,
Kelly Armstrong, Governor

Chairman, NDIC
June 4, 2025

NOTICE OF ANNUAL
SCHOOL ELECTION

STANLEY COMMUNITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2

Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, 
the 10th day of June 2025, annual election 
will be held for the purpose of electing 
members of school boards. (NDCC 15-
28-11).

The question of whether or not the 
school district should publish the minutes 
of school board proceedings will also be 
voted upon by the district electors at this 
time. (NDCC 15-28-11).

Polls will be open at eight o’clock a.m. 
CDT (8:00 a.m.) and will close at seven 
o’clock p.m. CDT (7:00 p.m.) of that day. 
(15-28-06, 07, 09 NDCC). The polls will 
be held at the Stanley High School-
commons area. Go to west side of high 
school located at 109 8th Ave SW and 
use door 1.
Apr. 23, 30, May 7, 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2025

Probate No. 31-2025-PR-00080
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

MOUNTRAIL COUNTY,
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF R. A. GATZKE, AKA

RUDOLPH A. GATZKE, DECEASED
ORDER SETTING TIME AND 

PLACE OF HEARING
The petition of Carmen A. Wiese for 

formal probate of will and appointment of 
personal representative having come be-
fore the Court;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the 
10th day of July, 2025, at 11:00 a.m., Cen-
tral Daylight Time, in the Courtroom of 
the Mountrail County District Court, 
Mountrail County Courthouse, in the City 
of Stanley, North Dakota, is the time and 
place scheduled for the hearing on said 
Petition.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 
Petitioner give notice of said hearing in 
the matter prescribed by N.D.C.C. §30.1-
03-01 to all persons entitled to notice 
pursuant to N.D.C.C. §30.1-15-03 and to 
all persons who have fi led a demand for 
notice pursuant to N.D.C.C. §30.1-13-04.

Dated May 28, 2025
/s/ Stacy J. Louser

District Court Judge
Garth H. Sjue 
gjue@crowleyfl eck.com
ND BAR ID # 03873
CROWLEY FLECK PLLP
1331 9th Avenue NW - 2nd Floor
P.O. Box 1206
Williston, ND 58802-1206
(701) 572-2200
Attorneys for Petitioner

June 4, 11, 18, 2025

Senator John Hoeven joined 
leaders from Talon Metals in an-
nouncing a site has been secured 
for the Beulah Minerals Processing 
Facility:

• Talon has signed an agreement 
with Westmoreland Mining to ac-
quire approximately 256 acres and 
a 7-mile rail spur from the former 
Beulah Mine, following a 3-month 
due diligence period.

• The company expects the proj-
ect to bring a total investment of up 
to $365 million to the region and di-
rectly create up to 150 jobs.

o The project is supported by a 
nearly $115 million grant that Ho-
even worked to secure from the U.S. 
Department of Energy.

• The facility will process raw 
ore from the Tamarack nickel mine 
in Minnesota into “battery-grade 
nickel.”

o Doing so will help reduce U.S. 
reliance on foreign sources of criti-
cal minerals, including from adver-
saries such as China and Russia.

• The plant operations will be 
further supported by a $2.5 mil-
lion award to Talon for researching 
methods for enhanced recovery of 
nickel that Hoeven worked to fund 
through the Department of Defense 
(DoD) Defense Logistics Agency 
(DLA).

• The project will also benefi t lo-
cal coal producers as the company 
procures coal residuals from facili-
ties like Coyote Station.

o The company is exploring us-
ing fl y ash to create a value-added 
cement replacement product that 
would reduce the amount of waste 
stored at the site.

“The Beulah Minerals Process-
ing Facility is a game-changer for 
both North Dakota and the nation. 
By establishing a domestic supply 
chain for critical minerals, we are 

Minerals Processing Facility
In Beulah A Game-Changer

strengthening America’s economic 
and national security, while creating 
good-paying jobs right here in Mer-
cer County,” said Senator Hoeven. 
“We worked with the Department 
of Energy to secure nearly $115 mil-
lion to help move Talon’s project 
forward, reducing our reliance on 
China for these increasingly impor-
tant minerals and positioning the 
U.S. as a leader in critical mineral 
processing.”

“We are extremely grateful for 
Senator Hoeven's support for this 
project from day one. From helping 
to secure the $114.8 million grant 
from the Department of Energy to 
his continued efforts to reduce the 
nation's reliance on critical minerals 
from foreign nations. His commit-
ment to advancing North Dakota’s 
leadership in energy and mineral 
development has been critical to 
making this project a reality,” said 
Henri van Rooyen, Talon CEO.

This announcement comes as 
part of Hoeven’s efforts to support 
the creation of a fully-domestic U.S. 
supply chain for batteries, from min-
ing up through cathode manufactur-
ing and recycling. In addition to his 
work with Talon, Hoeven continues 
his efforts to support the operations 
of companies like Packet Digital:

• The company has been ex-
panding its operations in North 
Dakota due to partnerships Hoeven 
has worked to establish between it 
and the Navy, Air Force and Space 
Force.

• The company is using the lat-
est round of funding to manufacture 
batteries at its new 80,000 square-
foot battery cell production facility, 
known as Badland Batteries.

• The Badland Batteries cell 
plant is scheduled to begin its fi rst 
manufacturing runs towards the end 
of 2025.

North Dakota residents have 
access to Kanopy, an on-demand 
streaming video platform that of-
fers a vast collection of critically-
acclaimed fi lms, award winning 
documentaries, TV series, educa-
tional content, classic cinema, and 
kid-friendly titles, available any-
time, anywhere with a library card 
from the North Dakota State Library 
or your local public library. New 
content is regularly being added. 
The State Library is pleased to pro-
vide access to this content through 
June 30, 2026.

State Librarian Mary Soucie 
says, “We are delighted to continue 
offering Kanopy to North Dakotans 
in partnership with North Dakota 
libraries, providing free and easy 
access to a world-class collection of 

Stream Thousands Of Movies
Through The State Library

fi lms and documentaries that inspire 
intellectual discovery, promote crit-
ical thinking, and broaden the hori-
zons for all our patrons.”

Cardholders can conveniently 
stream titles on their phones, tablets, 
smart TV’s, or computers/laptops 
without encountering ads or fees. 
To begin using this resource, visit 
https://ndsl.kanopy.com/, add your 
library card number, and create a 
free account.

Apply for a library card from 
the North Dakota State Library by 
fi lling out the online application at 
https://www.library.nd.gov/library-
card.

For more information, visit 
https://library.nd.gov or contact the 
State Library at 701-328-4622 or 
statelib@nd.gov.

The National Association of 
School Psychologists (NASP) rec-
ommends a ratio of one school psy-
chologist per 500 students. However, 
the national average ratio is approxi-
mately one school psychologist per 
1,065 students, with wide variation 
among states. For the 2023-2024 
school year, North Dakota schools 
averaged one school psychologist 
per 1,204 students.

U.S. Senators Kevin Cramer 
(R-ND), Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), 
and Todd Young (R-IN) introduced 
the Mental Health Excellence in 
Schools Act to address this short-
age of mental health providers in 
schools. Specifi cally, the bill would 
boost the pipeline of individuals 
training to become school psycholo-
gists, counselors, and social workers 
by authorizing the U.S. Department 
of Education to help cover students’ 
costs at certain graduate programs 
via partnerships with eligible aca-
demic institutions.

“Like so many fi elds across the 
state, there simply aren’t enough 
school-based mental health profes-
sionals,” said Cramer. “Ensuring 
our kids’ well-being and academic 
success should be our fi rst priority. 
Our bill will alleviate the fi nancial 
strain of earning a graduate degree 
by encouraging more practitioners 
to work in schools across the state.” 

“Access to mental health resourc-
es improves the safety, well-being, 
and academic success of Hoosier 
students,” said Young. “Our bill will 
both support the school-based men-
tal health workforce and address the 
critical need for these profession-
als.”

“Folks in New Hampshire and 
across the country know we’re 
facing a nationwide youth mental 
health crisis - and having a suffi -
cient number of mental health pro-
fessionals in schools, meeting kids 

Senators Introduce Legislation To Address 
Shortage Of Mental Health Providers

where they are, improves the well-
being, academic performance and 
life outcomes of all students,” said 
Shaheen. “Our bipartisan legislation 
will provide the resources and sup-
port we need to bolster the mental 
health professional workforce pipe-
line to ensure more students have 
this support when they need it.”

It is endorsed by the National As-
sociation of School Psychologists, 
the American School Counselor As-
sociation, the School Social Work 
Association of America, the Ameri-
can Counseling Association, and 
the American Psychological Asso-
ciation. 

By Mike Moen,
Prairie News Service

Workforce shortages have taken 
a bite out of dental offi ces in North 
Dakota but new scholarships at one 
of the state's colleges could help 
train the next generation of dental 
assistants, making life easier for pa-
tients and providers.

Bismarck State College said the 
state faces a projected shortfall of 
between 500 and 1,200 dental pro-
fessionals when trying to fi ll future 
openings. The school just launched 
a program focused on getting more 
qualifi ed dental assistants into the 
fi eld.

Mikala Wegner, director of the 
program, said dentists, especially 
in rural areas, are having trouble 
meeting patient demand without 
qualifi ed staffers, delaying preven-
tive care. "Offi ces are looking at 
much longer than the regular aver-
age checkup, which typically a den-
tist recommends every six months 
for a healthy mouth," Wegner noted. 
"We're looking at more (situations 
of) eight to ten months."

Through state funding, the pro-
gram is taking applications for 

ND College Aims To Ease Dental
Workforce Woes With Scholarships

scholarships covering the cost of on-
line courses. To obtain a certifi cate, 
the student also needs to go through 
300 hours of in-person clinical 
training. Before the program was 
approved, there was pushback from 
other schools, including Minot State 
University, about the effort inter-
fering with similar initiatives. But 
higher education leaders suggested 
the need is too great.

Wegner pointed out having the 
coursework online provides fl ex-
ibility for students working multiple 
jobs, as well as parents in search of a 
new career. Industry groups note as-
sistants who are certifi ed are seeing 
higher wage growth. "It's not just a 
stepping stone anymore, which a lot 
of people used to see it as," Wegner 
observed.

With the exception of Minnesota, 
North Dakota edges all other neigh-
boring states for the average salary 
of a certifi ed dental assistant. A na-
tional summary last year showed it 
as more than $28.00 per hour. We-
gner added fi lling the needs comes 
amid increased awareness about the 
link between oral health and a per-
son's overall physical health.

As a North Dakotan who cares 
about our rural communities, I’m 
concerned about the House’s re-
cently passed tax and spending bill. 
Touted as a “big, beautiful” solution, 
this 1,100-page boondoggle is any-
thing but, it’s a massive giveaway 
to the wealthy that threatens to rip 
vital support away from rural com-
munities.

While a few short-term tax breaks 
like an increased child tax credit or 
temporary tip tax relief may sound 
positive, they’re just window dress-
ing on a bill that, in reality threatens 
Medicaid, SNAP, and clean energy 
investment, three pillars of support 
in our rural state.

In many parts of North Dakota, 
especially tribal and rural areas, 
Medicaid is a lifeline. In North Da-
kota, one in fi ve, more than 170,000 
people rely on Medicaid or Afford-
able Care Act (ACA) marketplace 
plans for health coverage, accord-
ing to KFF (2024). Cutting these 
programs could force thousands of 
North Dakotans to lose their cover-
age.

The bill also takes a hammer 
to SNAP, a program that supports 
more than 38,000 North Dakota 
households (USDA, 2023) and 
pumps dollars into our small-town 
economies. The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture estimates that every 
$1 in SNAP benefi ts generates about 
$1.50 in economic activity (USDA 
Economic Research Service, 2019). 
Eliminating that support doesn’t just 
hurt families it pulls cash out of lo-
cal grocery stores.

At a time when rural North Da-

North Dakota Can’t Afford This
Boondoggle Of A Budget Bill

kota fi nally received long-overdue 
investments in renewable energy, 
the House voted to pull the rug out 
from under us. Co-ops like Great 
River Energy and Basin Electric 
Cooperative received $1.5 billion in 
Biden-era funding through USDA 
Empowering Rural America (New 
ERA) program to build wind and 
solar projects that have the potential 
to lower energy bills, to create local 
jobs, and bolster our rural commu-
nity economies. But the reconcilia-
tion bill would slash this support by 
gutting the very programs that are 
helping North Dakota modernize its 
grid and stay competitive.

Finally, the plan to open more of 
our public lands to drilling, mining, 
and logging, while cutting royalty 
payments to mineral owners, lo-
cal and tribal governments, is an 
insult. North Dakotans deserve a 
fair return on the use of our natural 
resources, and we deserve a say in 
how our lands are managed.

The bill passed the house with 
the support of Representative Fe-
dorchak and will be moving to the 
Senate. We ask plainly: Who do 
you work for, Representative Fe-
dorchak? Because this bill doesn’t 
speak for rural North Dakota. It 
speaks for energy lobbyists who 
have polluted our lands, drained our 
resources, and ignored our voices 
for generations. North Dakota Na-
tive Vote calls on Senators Cramer 
and Hoeven to vote no on this rec-
onciliation bill. Stop treating North 
Dakota as open ground for extrac-
tion.

Submitted by ND Native Vote

By Esther E. McGinnis, 
Horticulturist NDSU Extension

An Idaho company released a 
glow-in-the-dark petunia called 
Firefl y Petunia. By day, the plant 
looks like an ordinary white-fl ow-
ered bedding plant. After the sun 
goes down, the plant reveals its su-
perpower by emitting a faint green 
glow. While the glow is noticeable, 
it isn’t bright enough to keep your 
neighbors awake at night.

Light Bio, Inc., a biotechnology 
company based in Ketchum, Idaho, 
inserted genes from a tropical biolu-
minescent mushroom into a petunia. 
This genetically engineered plant is 
special because the glow is visible 
to the naked eye without using black 
lights or unusual treatments.

Amazingly, some mushrooms 
glow in the dark, as do fi refl ies. To 
oversimplify, the chemical reaction 
features a compound called lucif-
erin and the interaction of enzymes, 
water and oxygen. Both fi refl ies and 
mushrooms use bioluminescence to 
reproduce. For the fi refl y, the light 
attracts a mate. Mushrooms glow in 
the dark to attract nocturnal insects 
to spread their spores.

Would I feel safe planting a ge-
netically engineered petunia in my 
fl ower bed in the northern U.S.? 
Yes, I would. While working on my 
Ph.D. in the dark ages, I studied the 
scientifi c and legal ramifi cations of 
genetically engineered crops and 
learned how to assess the risk of 
such crops.

Before this unique petunia came 
to market, the plant was reviewed by 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service (APHIS), a subdivision 
of the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture. Essentially, APHIS compared 

Dakota Gardener: Would You Buy
A Glow-In-The-Dark Petunia?

the risk of planting an ordinary 
petunia versus a genetically engi-
neered one. Some factors consid-
ered included risks associated with 
the engineered trait, the potential for 
the new genes to be transferred to 
native plant populations, and the po-
tential that the new trait could make 
the plant invasive or be considered a 
plant pest.

One aspect considered was 
whether bioluminescence could 
pose an ecological risk by confus-
ing nocturnal insects. However, 
the glow emitted by the petunias is 
quite minimal compared to street 
lamps, house lights and landscaping 
lighting.

Petunia species are native to 
South America and do not have any 
close plant relatives in the United 
States. We occasionally see wild 
petunia (Ruellia humilis) in the na-
tive plant nursery trade. Despite 
its name, wild petunia is not a true 
petunia. Common names are fun-
ny that way. Therefore, the risk of 
cross-breeding is non-existent.

Finally, petunias are not invasive 
and are unlikely to spread into wild 
areas and get established. This is 
particularly true in cold climates be-
cause petunias are annuals that die 
with the fi rst hard freeze.

If you decide to purchase Firefl y 
Petunia, plant it in full sun and be 
patient. The plant may not glow as 
much when it is small. As it grows, a 
gardener can make the glow a little 
brighter by keeping it healthy.

Will I buy a Firefl y Petunia plant? 
Probably not this year, $34.99 for 
one bedding plant is too rich for my 
blood. However, I would be game 
when the prices come down.

By Carole Butcher
P.T. Barnum served as mayor of 

Bridgeport, Connecticut and two 
terms as a state legislator. He found-
ed a hospital and brought gas light-
ing to the streets of Bridgeport. But 
he is best known as a showman.

On June 2, 1835, Barnum began 
his showmanship career when he 
put an elderly woman on exhibit. 
Barnum claimed she was 161 years 
old and had been George Washing-
ton’s nurse. People paid to see her. 
Barnum promoted hoaxes and oddi-
ties such as the Feejee mermaid and 
General Tom Thumb. He opened 
America’s fi rst aquarium. But he is 
best known as the King of the Cir-
cus. In 1875, P.T. Barnum’s Grand 
Traveling Museum, Menagerie, 
Caravan, and Circus made its debut.

The railroad made it possible for 
circuses to travel. The fi rst circus 
to visit North Dakota was the W.W. 
Cole Circus in 1883. Two more small 
circuses came to the state the fol-
lowing year. But the best was yet to 
come. In 1888, P.T. Barnum’s Great-
est Show on Earth was scheduled to 
arrive in Fargo.

Three months before the circus 
came to town, an agent traveled 
the railroad route to make sure the 
bridges and tunnels were big enough 
to accommodate the circus train. Ex-
citement grew in Fargo as a booking 
agent came to reserve hotel rooms, 
obtain the necessary permits, and 
make arrangements for food. Ten 
days before the show, Fargo citizens 
awoke to the sound of a steam cal-
liope playing circus music as the 
advertising crew arrived. They put 
up posters on every available wall. 
Some of them traveled on horseback 
throughout the countryside distrib-
uting fl yers to every home, church, 
and business. Fargo citizens eagerly 
anticipated the big show.

Dakota Datebook: The
Master Showman

The circus was, indeed, the 
Greatest Show on Earth. It required 
64 train cars, and when all set up, it 
sprawled over fi ve acres. The main 
tent was large enough for three 
rings. People fl ocked to the perfor-
mances and fi lled the tent to capac-
ity. It was the talk of the town for 
months.

Even after Barnum’s death in 
1891, the Barnum and Bailey circus 
continued on. During an 1897 return 
to North Dakota, a storm hit when 
men were putting up the main tent in 
Wahpeton. Lightning hit the center 
pole and three workers were killed. 
They were buried in the Wahpeton 
cemetery, and money was raised for 
a memorial.

Ten years later, in 1907, the Bar-
num and Bailey Circus was sold to 
the Ringling Brothers.

Our founding fathers knew
knowledge was power when

they made “Freedom of Speech”
our first amendment.

Now more than ever journalism matters.
Facts matter. Real news matters.

View NDNA’s “Real News vs. Fake News” video: 
http://bit.ly/ndna_real_news


