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Paper made possible by 

generous donations

COUNTY—New this year in 

Grafton, Park River, Drayton, Midway 

and Valley-Edinburg schools  students 

in kindergarten through sixth grade 

will receive Kid Scoop News, a 24-page 

newspaper filled with educational 

games and activities. A new issue 

will be delivered to classrooms each 

month throughout the school year. 

“Generous donations from organi-

zations, businesses and individuals 

across North Dakota make this a great 

learning tool for teachers in every 

grade,” said Jackie Thompson, pub-

lisher of The Walsh County Record.

Kid Scoop News North Dakota 

is operated by the North Dakota 

Newspaper Association and the 

NDNA Education Foundation. Local 

newspaper publishers deliver the 

papers to schools free of charge, 

thanks to funding from charitable 

groups and private donors.

Kid Scoop News ND is 100 percent 

donor-funded. Gifts of any amount 

are greatly appreciated. Donors con-

tributing more than $250 are recog-

nized on the back page of Kid Scoop 

News. Tax-deductible gifts can be 

made to NDNAEF (please note Kid 

Scoop News ND on the memo line) 

and mailed to Kid Scoop News, c/o 

NDNA, 501 E. Main Ave., Suite 75, 

Bismarck, ND 58501

Free additional copies are available 

at The Walsh County Record office for 

children younger than school age.

Kid Scoop News brings 

learning fun to area schools

Third grade students at Century Elementary School in Grafton enjoying their Kid Scoop News are, from left, Cora Osowski, 

Hudson Hills, Elena Martinez, Kase Koehmstedt, Leah Lamoureux and Duke West.

BY JACKIE L. THOMPSON

From herFrom her  

GRAFTON—Sometimes, 

all it takes for an idea to 

transform into something 

more is a little push from 

the right place. For Tana 

Olson that little push came from her 

daughter, Siri, who started up and 

continues running all of the social 

media platforms for her budding 

flower business. Starting “joyflora 

farm” has been an all-out family 

affair: Olson’s two sons and husband 

have been equally as supportive in 

helping her with her garden and all 

that goes into it. 

After the couple was married, 

Olson and her husband, Matt, made 

the move to Minneapolis with a plan 

to always end up back in Grafton. 

Like all the best laid plans though, 

it took a little longer than that.

“We moved back here eleven years 

ago from Minneapolis. I grew up in 

western North Dakota, my dad was 

a farmer, and when I married my 

husband we moved to the cities 

with a three-year plan of moving 

back … and it took us twelve years to 

get back here to be closer to family. 

Both of us wanted to live out in the 

country and we found property, 

built a house and my husband did 

most of the work on the house. 

When the house was finished we 

started planting grass and there was 

an area where the grass didn’t grow, 

and that was the start of my garden.”

“joyflora” is the name of Olson’s 

flower business that got its start in 

August and so far, she is loving the 

responses she has received. For now, 

the basis of joyflora is a pick-your-

own-flower concept, but Olson has 

plans to expand joyflora’s reach in 

the future: one step at a time.

Although joyflora began in August, 

Olson’s flower journey officially 

started four years ago and has 

continuously evolved ever since, 

each step of the way having shown 

her a different aspect that she 

Photo by Todd Morgan

Tana Olson of joyflora stands in her garden. Olson said she had to clip many flowers as the weekend’s 

frost nipped a majority of her plants. She is kneeling alongside Gomphrena, which weathered the frost 

and were not overly affected. 

Olson turns her love for flowers 

into something to share with others

BY STEPH CRONJE

See JOYFLORA on page A-10

to your tableto your tablegardengarden

'I like the process 

of planting the seeds 

and watching the little 

plants come up, 
knowing it is something 

I want versus a weed.'

Tana Olson         Owner of joyflora

Patrons speak up 

in support during 

budget hearing

COUNTY—More than 

30 concerned citizens of 

Walsh County were pres-

ent Tuesday morning at the 

courthouse for a special 

Walsh County Commission 

budget hearing regarding the 

Carnegie Regional Library in 

Grafton.
Those in attendance 

wanting to speak were 

required to fill out speaker 

cards – per state law, to 

address the commission.

Commission chairper-

son Kristi Brintnell greeted 

everyone saying it was great 

to see everyone and thanked 

them for their passion and 

for coming out.

Brintnell gave a short 

overview as to how the 

county got to this point. 

Walsh County citizens and 

taxpayers are providing 

roughly $125,000 to $130,000 

and the City of Grafton 

would contribute around 

$35,000.
“So the topic came up, 

what is fair to the taxpay-

ers of Walsh County?” she 

said. “The commission is 

providing much more than 

what the city adopted to do 

and should we be providing 

something more equitable.”

One of the reasons the 

commission was looking at 

cutting funding is that there 

used to be a mobile library 

as well as services to the 

rural community.

“It kind of exploded from 

there and now we would like 

to hear from you,” Brintnell 

said.
Commissioner Ernie 

Barta said it was great to 

hear from everyone.

“I wish more people 

would get involved in county 

issues because we don’t get 

enough feedback from the 

people,” he said.

Claudia Thompson of 

rural Grafton was the first 

to speak and she gave some 

history on the library.

“This is the first free 

library in the state of North 

Dakota and it is also the first 

Carnegie Library in the state 

of North Dakota. So we’re 

very pleased it is still here. 

There are many that have 

been turned into museums 

or have been razed, so I think 

that is something to be proud 

of historically,” she said.

Thompson also men-

tioned that in the 50 years 

she has been a patron of the 

library the county has lost 

5,688 people.

“That’s a community. 

We’ve lost churches, schools 

and many business services 

and I think it would be a 

shame to see us as a county 

decrease our support for the 

library.”
Laura Glanner, also from 

rural Grafton, spoke about 

creating unity and utiliz-

ing the library as a mother 

Commission 

approves library’s 

funding request

BY TODD MORGAN

See LIBRARY on page A-10
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TommiesTommies defeat 
SpoilersSpoilers in five

Armbrust reaches milestone
Midway-Minto senior setter Sadie Armbrust recorded her 1,000th career assist on Sept. 4 in a home match against Larimore. The Midway-Minto Mustangs swept the Bears 3-0.

CLASS B GIRLS STATE GOLF MEET

SSPPOOIILLEERR H HOOMMEECCOOMMIINNGG

Photo by Jordan French, Tweten's Photography
Park River captain Brennan Schramm runs for daylight Friday in Grafton. The Aggies remained undefeated on the season 
with a big 39-8 victory on Homecoming night in Grafton.

Aggies win 
sixth straight

On a night that 
Grafton celebrated its 
Homecoming royalty, 
rival Park River-Fordville-
Lankin dominated the 
Spoilers on the gridiron.

“We really executed 
the game plan well and 
were 
able to 
start 
fast, 
jump-
ing out 
to an 18 
to 0 lead in the first quar-
ter and they never looked 
back,” PR-F-L head coach 
Jordan Hollingsworth 
said. “It was a great win 
with the whole team get-
ting involved.”

The Aggies won 39-8 in 
a 11-man Class A Region 
2 game. The win was their 
sixth straight victory, and 
fourth in the region. For 

Grafton, it was only their 
second loss this season 
and their first in region 
play.

The Aggies offense 
scored early and often 

in the first quarter, tak-
ing a commanding three 
touchdown lead.

“I thought it was a 
really well-played game 
from the start to the fin-
ish in all three phases,” 
Hollingsworth said. “We 

were 
able 
to 
make 
big 
plays 

on special teams with the 
kickoff return touchdown 
and by controlling field 
position all night.”

The Aggies got on the 
board with 7:13 to go, 
when Tucker Omdahl 
evaded the Spoiler 
defense and scampered 
66 yards to score. Less 
than three minutes later, 
Jaxon Omdahl found 
See G VS PR-F-L on page B-3

BY CHRIS LARSON

3 9 - 8
PR-F-L vs GRAFTON

Photo by Jordan French, Tweten's PhotographyGrafton Spoilers senior Jocelyn DeGeldere (23) goes up for a kill against the Thompson Tommies Monday night. Thompson won the five-set match 3-2.
Grafton dropped 
second region match

The Thompson Tommies came to Grafton seeking redemption after falling to the Spoilers earlier this 
season.
See GRAFTON VB on page B-4

BY CHRIS LARSON

Aggies wrap up 
season in 11th place

Area teams enjoyed 
near-perfect weather at the 
North Dakota Class B Girls 
Golf State Tournament held 
at Pheasant Country Golf 
Course in South Heart. After 
Monday’s opening round, 
Grafton sat in ninth place, 
while Park River finished the 
day tied for 13th.

The Grafton Spoilers 
came away with 8th place 

out of 18 teams after an over-
all score of 736. 

Senior Paige Suda 
wrapped up her final golf 
season, topping out for the 
Spoilers with a two-day 
score of 179 good for 33rd 
place while senior Joslyn 
Kalbrener finished with a 
score of 181 for 39th. Junior 
Lia Burns finished in 67th 
place with a score of 197 
followed by Tori Anderson 
carding a 199 to finish in 
74th. Sophomore Alyza 
Mattson carded a 190 for 
57th place and sophomore 
Greta Beneda finished with a 

192 for 60th.
The Park River Area 

Aggies Area (PRA) Aggies 
totaled a team score of 763 
for 11th place. 

Senior Nora Wharam 
carded a 170 for  21st place 
followed by senior Kenley 
Goll in 80th place with a 201. 
Juniors Emma Hove carded 
a 191 good for 59th and 
Chloe Kadlec finished 84th 
with a 204. Freshmen Leigha 
Mlcoch shot a 212 for 100th 
place and Piper Schanilec 
finished 108th with a 219.

BY JACKIE L. THOMPSON

Members of the Grafton girls golf team who finished in eighth place for the second year in a row are, from left, coach Steph Burns, Alyza Mattson, Joslyn Kalbrener, Paige Suda, Lia Burns, Tori Anderson, Greta Beneda and coach Scott Rodideaux.

Members of the Park River Area golf team who finished in eleventh place are, from left, Nora Wharam, Chloe Kadlec, Piper Schanilec, Leigha Mlcoch, Emma Hove and Kenley Goll.

wrestler Jackson Ness by fall 
in just 33 seconds.

He received a bye into the 
second consolation round, 
where he defeated Pembina 
County North’s Freddie 
Crowston by technical fall, 
before losing to Thompson’s 
Mason Bartels in just over 
a minute in a match that 
would have, with a win, sent 
him into the consolation 
semifinals.

Isaac Navarro took home 
the championship in the 
152-pound weight class.

After receiving a first-
round bye, Navarro defeated 
May-Port CG’s Blake Amb 
by way of a 13-2 decision, 
sending him into a semifinal 
showdown with teammate 
Shaiden Thomas. A 6-5 
decision win would send 
him into the championship 
match.

In that match, Navarro 
defeated Roseau’s Keane 
Johnson by a 5-2 decision to 
take home the title.

Thomas defeated 
Northern Cass’ Trever Lee to 
set up the semifinal show-
down against Navarro.

After falling to Navarro, 
Thomas went into the wres-
tleback rounds and won a 
match against Abel Enerson 
of Pembina County North, 
before falling to Thompson’s 
Hudson Goldade in the 
third-place match.

Andy Pulak lost in the 
quarterfinals at 152 pounds 
to Fosston-Bagley’s Gunnar 
Nolan.

He went on to win back-
to-back matches before 
being matched up against 
Nolan a second time in the 
third-place match, where 
he was pinned in just over a 
minute.

Girls
Four Spoiler girls partici-

pated in the tournament.
After a first-round bye, 

Riba Bokna fell to Brynn 
Safratowich of Grand Forks 
in 21 seconds to head to 
the consolation side of the 
bracket at 100 pounds.

She took on Hillsboro-
Central Valley’s Kiera Nelson 
and fell by an 11-7 decision 
to end her day early.

Sophomore Dyilenna 
Solis lost to Pembina County 

North’s Jalyn Carignan in the 
quarterfinals by pin in the 
first period, sending her to 
the wrestleback round of the 
124-pound weight class.

Her first consolation 
round match ended in a 
pin by Kenmare’s Emmalin 
Fraunfelter, ending Solis’ 
day.

Senior Alyssa Hoyles 
finished second in the 130-
pound weight class.

After a first-round bye, 
Hoyles made quick work 
of Northern Cass wrestler 
Annabel Steinberger before 
winning by decision over 
Shayla DeBlare, setting up 
a championship match that 
went the distance.

In the end, Hoyles lost 
a 10-7 decision against 
Northern Cass wrestler 
Avery Davidson.

Grafton seventh grader 
Caylee Karr fell in back-to-
back matches at 142 pounds, 
she was pinned in the quar-
terfinals against Rugby’s 
Courtney Slaubaugh before 
losing to Aubrey Walz of the 
United Clay Becker Badgers.

WRESTLING: Continued from page B-1

Spoiler sophomore Andy Pulak competes in the 152-pound class of the Grafton tournament 
held last Saturday in the Grafton High School gym. Pulak lost in the third-place match after 
being pinned by Gunnar Nolan of Fosston-Bagley.

Grafton senior Shaiden Thomas defeats a Northern Cass Jaguar wrestler before facing team-
mate Isaac Navarro in a semifinal showdown at Grafton High School. He finished the tourna-
ment competing in a third-place match against Thompson's Hudson Goldade.

GPR extends losing 
streak to five

 The Grafton-Park 
River (G-PR) Spoilers 
hockey team heads into 
the new year looking to 
turn around the end to the 
2025 calendar year.

Last weekend, the 
Spoilers traveled to Thief 

River Falls to play a pair of 
games against Minnesota 
teams in a tune-up before 
the East Region schedule 
begins in earnest heading 
into the final two months 
of the season.

Despite opportuni-

ties given to the Spoilers 
in their first game of 
the weekend against 
Crookston at Ralph 
Engelstad Arena in Thief 
River Falls, G-PR fell to the 
Pirates 4-0.

Crookston jumped on 
the board at the 15:42 
mark of the first period 
after a pass from Liam 
Larson connected with Jay 
Reese, who found Garrett 

Spoilers lose two in 
Thief River Falls
BY CHRIS LARSON

See HOCKEY on page B-3

4 - 0
CROOKSTON vs G-PR


