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Weather
High 60° | Low 56°
Sunrise 7:16 a.m. Sunset 7:40 p.m. Wind NE 
10 - 20 mph, Rain most of the day, 70%

Inside today: 
Dakota Attitude - Page 2
Obits - Page 5
Sports - Pages 8-9

Devils Lake Journal, 
516 4th St NE, 
Devils Lake, ND 58301 
call 701-662-2127

Black Velvet
Whisky
1.75 Liter
Assorted Varieties .............

$1598

Ron Diaz
Rum
1.75 Liter
Assorted Varieties .............

$1498
Budweiser, Bud Light,

Budweiser Select or
Michelob Golden Draft

24 Pack/12 oz. Cans

$2198

NÜTRL
Vodka

8 Pack/12 oz. Cans
Assorted Varieties

$1798

ea.

Fresh
Cauliflower
Head ............................................

$299

Our Family
Whole Mini Bella
Mushrooms
8 oz. .......................................................

2/$5
Bolthouse Farms
Baby Carrots
2 lb.......................................................

2/$5
Litehouse
Salad Dressing
13 oz.
Assorted Varieties ............................

$299

Heavenly Sweet
Yellow
Onions ..........................................99¢

Malibu
Rum
1.75 Liter ...........................

$2798

County Bottle Shop located on the corner of Highway 2 and 20 Liquor Locker located downtown Devils Lake
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Producefresh & nutritious

Hot House
Red, Yellow 
or Orange 
Bell Peppers

99¢
ea.

Fresh
Mini
Cucumbers
6 ct.

2/$5

On-the-Vine
Tomatoes

$199
lb.

only $2.50 ea.

Crazy Fresh
Fruit Spears
16 oz.
Assorted Varieties

$499
ea.

lb.only $2.50 ea.

only $2.50 ea.

Twisted Tea
Spiked Drinks
12 Pack/12 oz. Cans

Assorted Varieties

$1698

Carbliss
Premium Cocktails

4 Pack/12 oz. Cans
Assorted Varieties

$998

Captain Morgan
Spiced Rum or
Silver Rum
1.75 Liter ...........................

$2998

Phillips
Vodka
1.75 Liter ...........................

$1298Michelob
Ultra Light

24 Pack/12 oz. Cans

$2598

Bud Light
Seltzers

12 Pack/12 oz. Cans
Assorted Varieties

$1598
Coors Light or

Miller Lite
Beer

24 Pack/16 oz. Cans

$2498

Smirnoff
Red, White & Berry

12 Pack/12 oz. Cans

$1698

Producefresh & nutritious

Taylor Farms
Chopped
Salad Kits
10.35-13.35 oz.
Assorted Varieties

$329
Fresh
Bi-Color
Sweet Corn

59¢

Your Choice
Large Navel Oranges,
or Minneola Tangelos

$129

Full Circle
Organic Salads
5 oz. 
Assorted Varieties ............................

$349

Fresh
Halo Clementines
3 lb. Bag ...........................................

$399

Sunset
Angel Sweet
Tomatoes
10 oz. ................................................

$249

Fresh
Baby Bella Mushrooms
8 oz., Whole or Sliced ...........................

2/$5

Driscoll’s
Red Raspberries
or Blackberries
6 oz. .......................................................

2/$6

E & J
Brandy
1.75 Liter ...........................

$2268

County Bottle Shop located on the corner of Highway 2 and 20 Liquor Locker located downtown Devils Lake

www.leeversfoods.comONLINEONLINE

Leevers Fresh Online is our new online grocery shopping service. Now you can save time, 
skip the lines, and browse our aisles from the comfort of your home.

Ordering is a snap. With just a few clicks, you can shop by department or use our 
handy filters to quickly locate items, including new, organic and local products.

Submit your order and our trained personal shoppers will carefully gather everything on your list.

Just order, pick up, and go! It’s that easy!
ONLINE

www.leeversfoods.com LF 04-10 DEV P8

3.49
12-13 oz.

Assorted Varieties

Litehouse
Dressings

Crazy Fresh
Fruit Spears or
Chunks
28 oz.
Assorted Varieties

$899

only $2.50 ea.

Back i
n 

Stock!!

Tropical
Mangos

each

99¢
lb.

only $3.00 ea.

701-662-4044

701-662-5661

County Bottle Shop located on the corner of Highway 2 and 20 Liquor Locker located downtown Devils Lake

Prices good thru Oct. 30th, 2022

Grande Canadian
Whiskey
1.75 Liter................

Kinky
Malt Bevarages
6 Pack/12 oz. Btls....

UV
Vodka 
1.75 Liter Cherry,
Silver or Blue Raspberry....

$1298

$1398

$788
DQ-32709161

Bud Light
Seltzers 

12 Pack/12 oz. Cans 
Assorted Varieties

$1498

Simply 
Spiked Lemonade

12 Pack/12 oz. Cans

$1598

Smirnoff 
Red, White + Merry 

12 Pack/12 oz. Cans

$1798

Budweiser or Bud Light
Beer 

24 Pack/12 oz. Cans

$2068

Prices Good Thru April 16th, 2023Prices Good thru  Sept 21st, 2025

Devils Lake Public Schools Board met Sep. 15
by Louise Oleson, DLJ

The Devils Lake School 
Board met Monday, Sep. 
15 in the Sports Center 
on the DLHS campus.

Following the Call to 
Order, Pledge of Alle-
giance and approval of 
the agenda, the newest 
board member, DLHS 
student Elizabeth Orness, 
DLHS senior, was sworn 
in and outgoing board 
member LeeAnn John-
ston was recognized and 
thanked for her 14 years 
of service to the commu-
nity.

Student Outcome Goals 
goal number 2 “Choice 
Ready” and GPM 2.2 
Essential Skills were 
discussed/reported on. 
Superintendent Ned Cloo-

ten was optimistic and 
pleased with the progress 
the students were making 
with their goals, especial-
ly the Native American 
students and those rec-
ognized as economically 
disadvantaged students. 
He believes that now that 
the school system has 
fi lled the two-year vacant 
position of school coun-
selor, that should help 
to improve the results 
of the Choice Ready and 
Essential Skills goals for 
all students.

A lengthy consent 
agenda included approval 
of regular board meet-
ings, fi nancial report from 
Aug. 2025, the payment 
of Bills, Final 2025-26 
Budget, Certifi cate of 
Levy, Annual Compliance 

Reports, and “Be Leg-
endary” Board Agenda 
Calendar.

Tuition Waiver - In-dis-
trict was also approved, 
included in the approval 
of the consent agenda, as 
were the fi rst reading of 
the following new policy 
approvals:

ACCB - Protection for 
Student Victims of Sexual 
Offenses;

ACG - Mandatory 
Reporter Training;

GABE - Human Traf-
fi cking and Exploitation 
Prevention and Aware-
ness

Including 22 policy 
approvals by committee 
recommendation.

Under “Items for 
Melissa Haahr, District Business Manager, administered the Oath of Office to Elizabeth Orness, senior 
at DLHS, who will serve as the student representative on the Devils Lake School Board.

Remembering with Darrell: Flax Straw Bales
by Darrell Hovland

Do you remember 
those HUGE stacks of 
fl ax straw bales in the 
60’s and 70’s, maybe 80’s? 
I don’t recall the exact 
demensions of the stacks 
but they were about 20 
feet tall, 50 feet wide, 
and 150-200 feet long 
and perfectly straight, 
designed to stand for 
years. There would be 
many of these bale stacks 
in one location which was 
called a fl ax straw yard 
and they were situated 
on the outskirts of what 
was then considered mid-
size towns, like Harvey 
and Langdon. They were 
owned by the Schweitzer 
Fiber Company and 
Archer Daniels Midland. 
There is quite a story to 
these fl ax straw stacks 
and as I worked for the 
Schweitzer Fiber Com-
pany for 8 months I have 
a little knowledge about 
them which I will share 
with you.

Here are some fl ax 
facts:

 Flax has been around 
and grown for thousands 
of years, some say as 
early as 3000 B.C. and 
fl ax plants were used to 
make linens when they 
were woven into white 
fabric and wrapped 
around mummies of 
Egyptian Pharoahs. I 
recently read an actual 
account about the Oregon 
Trail and it stated that 
a woman by the name 
of Sara Owens sowed 
the fi rst crop of fl ax in 

Oregon in 1841. It was 
used to produce shoe 
thread. She traded fl ax to 
local Indians for salmon 
and they used it to make 
superior fi shing nets.

 Flax seed also has 
many health benefi ts. It’s 
full of fi ber and protein 
and it is a good source of 
Omega 3 fatty acids and 
lingens which boost heart 
health. It is rich in vita-
mins, can help balance 
hormones and support 
reproductive health. It 
aids in weight manage-
ment as it is a hunger 
suppressant and it’s repu-
tation as a “super seed” 
makes it a popular addi-
tion to many recipes. It is 
recommended we eat 1-2 
table spoons of ground 
fl ax seed daily to maxi-
mize the health benefi ts. 
However it is best not to 
use the whole seeds but 
use a ground version. 
Flax seed can have a bit-
ter taste so it needs to 
be used sparingly. The 
early settlers when they 
would run out of coffee 
would grind up fl ax seed 
and use as a replacement 
for coffee as it was bit-
ter enough to “kind of” 
resemble a coffee taste. 
It was better tasting than 
ground wheat which they 
would also use as a sub-
stitute for coffee. Bet you 
didn’t know that! And of 
course fl ax seed oil is also 
made from the fl ax seed.

 The straw from the 
fl ax seed when left unpro-
cessed was sometimes 
used for insulation in 
walls and even mattresses 

It was spread on fi elds 
for anti-erosion and as 
a windbreak. It was at 
times used as animal 
bedding but it is very 
coarse and rough and 
doesn’t absorb liquids 
well. It was also used as 
a fuel source for stoves as 
when burned it produces 
a high amount of heat. 
But when the fl ax straw 
is processed or milled, 
it has many more uses. 
When the fl ax straw is 
milled the “tow”, the 
soft fuzzy part of it is 
separated from the coarse 
straw and the tow is used 
to make fi ne papers such 
as bible parchment paper 
and cigarette papers. It is 
also used as replacers for 
fi berglass or cotton fi bre 
for clothing.

 Raising fl ax was part 
of almost every farm-
ers crop rotation even 
in the early days of land 
settlement. Flax is con-
sidered a “cash crop” as 
all a farmer could really 
do with it was sell it 
for cash. Although the 
yields for fl ax is lower 
than most crops, the 
price is much higher. So 
the money received by 
the farmer from the sale 
of their fl ax was usu-
ally used to buy extra 
products for the farm or 
household.

 It was sometimes dif-
fi cult to harvest fl ax as 
the straw was so coarse it 
was hard to get it through 
the combine. Combines 
had straw choppers on 
the back of them as a 
discharge chute to chop 

the straw up so it would 
break down in the soil 
better but if the straw 
was real thick and long, 
often times the straw 
chopper would plug up. 
We would disconnect or 
remove the straw chop-
per from the combine 
and just let the straw 
fall on the ground like a 
swath, then we would use 
a dump rake and rake up 
big piles of the straw and 
burn them. There would 
be many piles of straw in 
the fi eld and we would 
walk around the fi eld 
with a can of gas and a 
box of matches and light 
them on fi re. So, you give 
a teen age boy a can of 
gas and some matches, 
nothing to go wrong 
there, right? I remember 
several times accidentally 
lighting the gas can on 
fi re and having to quickly 
throw it! Fortunately I 
never got burned.

 Back in the 60’s they 
were fi nding many uses 
for fl ax straw and this 
created a huge demand 
for it. This was helpful 
to the farmer as now the 
straw processing compa-
nies would buy the straw 
directly from the farmer. 
So you not only got paid 
for the fl ax seed, you also 
got paid for the straw!

 Archer Daniels Mid-
land and Schweitzer 
Fiber Company would 
set up fl ax straw yards 
in mid size towns where 
a farmer could deliver 
their straw to in small 
square bales. This was a 
big economical boost not 

only to the farmer but 
to the town where these 
fl axstraw yards were 
located as the companies 
brought in many workers 
and these workers ate in 
the restaurants, slept in 
the motels, bought gas at 
the gas stations, and, I’m 
sure some, frequented the 
local bars.

 In the summer of 1973 
I worked for a farmer by 
Kensal and we fi nished 
up harvest fairly early 
as the weather that fall 
was very nice so once 
again I was unemployed. 
There was a fl ax straw 
yard being built north of 
Harvey and there were 
lots of job opportunities 
hauling and handling fl ax 
straw bales so I took a job 
working for a contractor 
hauling these bales.

 Archer Daniels Mid-
land and Schweitzer 
Fiber Company contract-
ed with commercial hay 
producers from Minne-
sota to bale up fl ax straw 
into small square bales 
and haul them to the 
fl ax straw yard. I worked 
for a guy from Beltrami, 
MN, and we hauled bales 
off farm fi elds with a 2 
ton fl at bed truck with 
a hoist. Some haulers 
used semi’s. The guys 
who did the baling used 
self propelled balers with 
bale bunchers behind 
them. So the contractor 
got paid for making the 
bales, the hauler got paid 
for hauling them, and 
the farmer got paid for 
the straw. A lot of money 
fl ying around! Farmers 

could make more money 
if they baled and hauled 
the straw themselves. I 
believe they were paid 
by weight as there was a 
portable scale at the fl ax 
straw yard.

 People hauled bales in 
from many, many miles 
around. There was con-
stant activity in these fl ax 
straw yards. High school 
boys could make money 
after school by hauling 
bales. There was a lot of 
money being made in fl ax 
straw.

 These companies also 
hired people to stack the 
bales in these huge fl ax 
straw stacks. The stacks 
were very long and wide 
and there was actually 
blue prints on how to 
stack the bales. A stack 
was built in sections 
with 4 bale handlers per 
section. One of these 4 
handlers was the supervi-
sor and it was his respon-
sibility to make sure the 
corners were perfectly 
square and there were no 
gaps between the bales. 
These stacks were built 
to stand for years if need 
be.

 The guy I was hauling 
bales for became ill and 
had to go home so I then 
got a job working on the 
stacks. On the crew of 4 
that I worked with there 
were 2 older farmers from 
the Martin area and the 
supervisor was a young 
farmer from Harvey. I 
believe his name was 
Butch.

To be continued...
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