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A sudden cancellation of Federal

Emergency Management Agency
grants supporting over $20 million
worth of disaster mitigation infra-
structure projects across the state has
communities scrambling to figure out
their next moves.

An April 4 press release from
FEMA announcing the cuts charac-
terized the Building Resilient Infra-
structure and Communities (BRIC)
program as “wasteful and ineffec-
tive” and “more concerned with po-
litical agendas than helping
Americans affected by natural disas-
ters.”

The statement said ending the pro-
gram aligns with the Trump adminis-
tration and Department of Homeland
Security secretary Kristi Noem’s
ideas on how to best support states
and local communities in disaster re-
sponse, planning and recovery.

Washburn, Fessenden and Lincoln
are three North Dakota communities
that could be severely impacted.
Planning on projects was years in the
making. In some cases local funds
were already spent for design, engi-
neering, environmental reviews and
legal work.

Keli Berglund, mayor of Lincoln
just southeast of Bismarck, said cost
estimates on the much-needed sewer
wastewater regionalization project
had doubled just in the past year from
around $10 million to $20 million.

The FEMA grant would have
helped cover $7.8 million in costs as-
sociated with the project, which has
been in the planning phase since
2019, she said.

“Now what do we do?” Berglund
asked. “We are, if not at capacity, we
are near capacity,” to handle waste-
water.

“One big flood and who knows?”
she added.

Engineering costs already total
over $200,000, she said. Adding in
other legal fees and easement con-
tracts brings the total much higher for
what’s already been spent.

“We’re literally looking at hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars,”
Berglund said.

“I’m hopeful there’ll be a resolu-
tion either by FEMA releasing the
funds or legislators stepping in,” she
said.

Chelsey Brandt, city auditor in
Washburn, said the $7.1 million in
FEMAgrant money was set to go to-
ward a new water intake system that
was “years in the making.”

Washburn hasn’t spent much on
the project so far, she said, since most
of the planning was being conducted

by Garrison Diversion Conservancy
District.

“I guess that just puts us back to
the drawing board of trying to see if
we are pursuing a new intake if that’s
the way Washburn wants to go,”
Brandt said.

In Fessenden, with just under 500
residents, a $1.9 million BRIC grant
was meant to upgrade a wastewater
lagoon that’s over 100 years old,
making it the oldest in the U.S. along
with a lagoon in SanAntonio, Texas.

“Anything that’s 102 years old ob-
viously needs some work,” said
Tammy Roehrich, Wells County
Emergency Manager.

The project would have involved
dredging, stabilizing and wrapping
the banks. Bids for work on the proj-
ect were set to go out on May 1,
Roehrich said. Fessenden had al-
ready spent around $165,000 in up-
front planning costs.

Another BRIC grant in Wells
County was meant to cover $366,000
in costs for a new generator at SMP
Health-St. Aloisius Medical Center,
but that’s been canceled as well.

Similarly, a $132,000 grant for a
new generator for Carrington Med-
ical Center in Foster County was also
canceled.

Most of the remaining BRIC
grants that were axed were for flood
and flood risk reduction studies.

Another 19 projects that FEMA
has already obligated to fund are now
under review, so those are currently
in limbo. Included in those are a
grant for $262,000 for a downtown
core area flood study and $278,000
for a sewer system lift study, both for
West Fargo.

A study from the National Insti-
tute of Building Sciences in 2018
found that for every $1 spent on haz-
ard mitigation resulted in an esti-
mated $6 saved on recovery costs,
and North Dakota surpasses the na-
tional average at around $6.54 saved
per $1 spent.

The state estimates that mitigation
investments in the state have already
saved over $1.9 billion in recovery
costs.

According to anApril 8 statement
issued by the Department of Emer-

gency Services, Gov. Kelly Arm-
strong has directed state agencies to
work with local communities to ex-
plore options and find other solutions
for key infrastructure projects.

Darin Hanson, director of Home-
land Security, a division within the
Department of Emergency Services,
said his department is working on
trying to find alternative funding
sources including state programs.

“They’re important projects, they
really are,” Hanson said.

Asked if any of these projects fit
the description of being wasteful, in-
effective or politicized, Hanson did-
n’t agree.

“I think in North Dakota, we re-
ally try to keep the politics out of
these public safety decisions. You
know, we see that in the fires from
last year. It’s neighbors helping

neighbors, so I don’t think it’s as big
of an issue in North Dakota,” Hanson
said.

Hanson said North Dakota has
been a national leader in mitigation
projects like the ones impacted by a
loss of federal funding.

“We want to keep trying to find
ways to get these projects done be-
cause they’re important,” Hanson
said. “If you look at where we’ve
done projects in other parts of the
state, it’s made a big difference.”

The North Dakota News Cooper-
ative is a non-profit news organiza-
tion providing reliable and
independent reporting on issues and
events that impact the lives of North
Dakotans. The organization in-
creases the public’s access to quality
journalism and advances news liter-
acy across the state.

Summons and Affadavit
AFFADAVIT FOR PUBLICATION

IN DISTRICT COURT,
NORTHEAST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF ROLETTE
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

State of North Dakota, and )
Maria A. Peltier, )

)
Plaintiffs, ) Affidavit for

vs. ) Publication
) Civil No.

Oscar Nunez ) 40-2025-DM-00007
)

Defendant. )

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
)

COUNTY OF ROLETTE )

1. Vincent Knuth, being first duly sworn, deposes
and states as follows:

2. I am the attorney for the Regional Child Support
Field Office of Devils Lake, North Dakota representing
the State of North Dakota pursuant to N.D.C.C. Sections
14-09-09.26 and 14-09-09.27. I make this affidavit to
satisfy the requirements of Rule 4(e)(2), N.D.R.Civ.P.

3. I am familiar with the facts of this case.
4. This matter involves an action against the defen-

dant to address the issues of child and medical support.
5. A Complaint commencing this action has been

filed with the Clerk of Court in Rolette County, North
Dakota.

6. After diligent inquiry, personal service of the Sum-
mons cannot be made upon the defendant in the State
of North Dakota to my best knowledge, information and
belief.

7. The Court has personal and subject matter juris-
diction of this matter over the parties pursuant to Rule
4(e)(1)(F), N.D.R.Civ.P.

8. The defendant's last reasonably ascertainable
address is: 202 SEAvenue G #20 Seminole, TX 79360.

9. I declare, under penalty of perjury under the law
of North Dakota, that the foregoing is true and correct.

Signed on the 6th day of March, 2025, at Devils
Lake, North Dakota, United States of America.

Vincent Knuth
Special Assistant Attorney General
Bar I.D. Number: 09274
1820 Walnut St. E Ste. #4
Devils Lake, ND 58301
Phone: (701) 328-5440
devilslakecse@nd.gov
Attorney for the Child Support Program

SUMMONS
IN DISTRICT COURT,
NORTHEAST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF ROLETTE
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

State of North Dakota, and )
Maria A. Peliter )

)
Plaintiffs, )

vs. ) SUMMONS
) Civil No.

Oscar Nunez, ) 40-2025-DM-00007
)

Defendant. )

The State of North Dakota to Oscar Nunez:
You are summoned and required to defend agains

the attached Complaint by serving an Answer, which is
a written response, on the State of North Dakota and
Maria A. Peltier within 21 days after service of this Sum-
mons and by also filing that Answer with the court. If you
do not serve and file an Answer, the court can grant the
requests made in the complaint by ordering that a de-
fault judgment be entered against you.

Dated this 28th day of March, 2023

Vincent Knuth
Special Assistant Attorney General
Bar I.D. Number: 09274
1820 Walnut St. E Ste. #4
Devils Lake, ND 58301
Phone: (701) 328-5440
devilslakecse@nd.gov
Attorney for the Child Support Program
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Turtle Mountain
Housing Authority

REQUEST
FOR BIDS

The Turtle Mountain Housing Authority is
requesting bids on a 15,000 gal. propane
tank. Whoever wins the bids will have two
weeks to remove the tank.
For more information contact Jr.

Davis at 701-477-5673 or email
adavis@tmhousing.net.

Bids must be received no later than
4 p.m. on April 15, 2025.

The Turtle Mountain Housing Authority has the
right to reject any and all bids

EDUCATIONAL VACANCIES
THE DUNSEITH SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 IS

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE FOLLOW-
ING POSITIONS:
• HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE TEACHER
• JR HIGH MATH TEACHER
• FACS TEACHER
• COMPUTER TEACHER
JOB DESCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE UPON RE-

QUEST. CDL LICENSE WITH A PASSENGER EN-
DORSEMENT. SALARY TO BE DETERMINED BY
THE DUNSEITH BOARD OF EDUCATION SALARY
SCHEDULE. APPLICATIONSWILL BEACCEPTED
UNTIL FILLED.
PLEASEAPPLYWITH THE BUSINESS OFFICE,

DUNSEITH PUBLIC SCHOOL, PO BOX 789,
DUNSEITH, ND 58329.

Cash cut for major projects
Sudden loss of FEMA grants leave North Dakota cities in a lurch

According to an April 8 statement issued
by the Department of Emergency Services,
Gov. Kelly Armstrong has directed state
agencies to work with local communities to
explore options and find other solutions for
key infrastructure projects.




