
Mouse River JournalDecember 3, 2025 Page 7

Classifieds

HELP WANTED
YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word clas-
sified adólike this oneóin every
North Dakota newspaper for only
$160. Itís easy. Contact this newspa-
per for details.

SERVICES
NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty
rooms? Chipped or damaged
frames? Need outside noise reduc-
tion? New, energy efficient windows
may be the answer! Call for a con-
sultation & FREE quote today. 1-
877-200-2734

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:   Reli-
able & experienced. Competitive
rates.  From simple household prob-
lems to installing a brand new elec-
trical system, we can take care of it
all! Call now and have the zip code
of the service location when you
call! 1-877-403-0282

STRUGGLING WITH DEBT?  If
you have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little as
24-48 months. Pay nothing to enroll.
Call Now: 1-877-688-0872

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

ND FARM LAND Values surge up-
ward. Are you selling or renting?

Pifer’s Auction and Farm Land Man-
agement. Bob Pifer 701-371-8538.
Kevin Pifer 701.238.5810. Free val-
uation.

MISC. FOR SALE
CA$H PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES! Rolex,
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. These brands only!
Call 1-833-641-6634
LOOKING FOR THE most com-
plete listing of ND Media? ND
Media Guide. Call 701-223-6397,
ND Newspaper Association.

AUTOS WANTED
DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to help
find missing children and prevent
abduction.  Fast free pickup, running
or not, 24 hr response.  No emission
test required, maximum tax deduc-
tion.  Support Find the Children, call:
1-833-545-0694. 

HEALTH/
MEDICAL

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50
Pills SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW! 1-833-641-
3417

MISCELLANEOUS
WE BUY VINTAGE GUITAR’S!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins /
Banjos. 1-833-641-7066

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Call today
for your fair cash offer: 1-701-498-
1853

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE
RESTORATION. Our trusted pro-
fessionals will restore your home to
protect your family and your home's
value! Call 24/7: 1-877-936-0513
Mold Remediation services are also
available!

HAVE A NEWS RELEASE or other
information that needs to reach all
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper
Association can help! One call does
it all. 701-223-6397.

Anamoose
Housing

One-Bedroom
Apartments

Rent not to exceed
30% of gross 

adjusted income for
qualified applicants.
• Utility Allowance
• Garages Available
• Community Room
• Available to all

Tenants
Contact Rose at
701-465-3648

Business & Professional Directory
Niewoehner
Funeral Home

Rugby, ND
Phone: 776-6222

www.niewoehnerfh.com
Dale G. Niewoehner

Owner
Native of Upham
Class of 1963

Monument Services

Family-Friendly
Caring Dentistry

at Affordable Prices
701-338-2061

u Handmade Gifts
u CBD u Ketones

u & Much More
209 S Main
Ave

Rugby, ND

Hours:
W - F 10 - 5:30
Saturday  10 -

MRJ Copy and
Legals 

can be submitted
to 

msrvrjnl or  
mrjads@srt.com

Deadline is 
Friday @ 5:00pm!

Submitted by Kathy Holte,
McHenry Co. Historical Society

Source: The NDSHS newsletter,
Trails and Smoke Signals dated 1968,
part of a collection belonging to Eslie
M. Kramer of Towner. Most of the
material on early politics is from the
book Dakota Territory 1861-1889 by
Howard Roberts Lamar.

Nehemiah Ordway, Governor of
Dakota Territory 1880-1884, deter-
mined to move the capitol from
Yankton. During the assembly of
1883, the Ordway factions, backed
by the northern Dakota numbers,
pushed through a bill creating a Capi-
tol Removal Commission which was
to meet in Yankton within thirty days
of their appointment, organize, and
visit various Dakota towns thought to
be suitable for a capitol. Yankton cit-
izens were up-in-arms, but the bill
was pushed through the assembly.

Then their hopes lay in preventing
the commission from meeting within
the city limits. The three members of
the commission from Yankton were
carefully watched, any suspicious
gathering was reported, and the local
members openly threatened with vi-
olence. The days passed and no meet-
ing occurred.

Then at 6:00 a.m. one morning an
inconspicuous train rolled very
slowly into the railroad yards at
Yankton and continued through the
town westward at a leisurely speed.
No one thought it was important, but
inside one of the coaches the capitol
commission, with the wily Alexander
McKenzie of Bismarck as its head,
quickly and legally organized. The
oligarchy had been outsmarted.

After a perfunctory set of visits to
a dozen Dakota towns, in 1883 the
capitol commission chose Bismarck
as the new capitol of the Territory.
This decision began a six-year polit-
ical struggle which soon included so
many other issues and groups that the
final outcome amounted to a political
and social revolution in Dakota.

Several of the territorial officers
refused to move their offices to Bis-
marck. The territorial supreme court
refused to budge, and most important
of all, the territorial secretary, James
Teller, brother of the incumbent Sec-
retary of the Interior, W.M. Teller, de-
clined to change his seat of office.
Teller claimed that Ordway could not
order him to move. Since Teller re-
ceived his appointment from Wash-
ington, an order must come through
the federal government. This meant
that Ordway would be forced to ap-
peal to Teller’s own brother to re-
move the secretary.

With Dakota’s government lo-
cated in two cities over four hundred
miles from one another, Ordway’s
star was soon in decline.

It had been reported that Bismarck
residents in 1883 contributed
$250,000 to the capitol building to be
located there. In June 1883 after the
decision to locate the capitol in Bis-
marck, many people, especially in the
East, rushed into town by the thou-
sands, thinking the town would be-
come a metropolis in short order. The
boom lasted about ten days but was a
humdinger while it lasted. $20,000
per fifty-foot lot was offered for
downtown property. A man owning a
section of land northeast of the capi-
tol was offered $200 per acre. He re-
fused to sell, kept the land for 35
years and then sold it for $35 per
acre.

In September, a session met to
draw up a proposed constitution for
the proposed state of northern
Dakota. The most notable part of the

constitution was Beadle’s school of
lands clause, in which the future state
agreed not to sell its school lands for
less than ten dollars an acre. The pro-
ceeds of the sale were to go into a
perpetual fund, the interest on which
would in turn be used to support the
school system.

The excellent “Dakota system”
for school lands eventually was
adopted, not only by South Dakota,
but by every western state coming
into the Union under the Omnibus
Bill of 1889.

In February 1889, the Democrats
and Republicans in Congress joined
to pass the bill which created four
new states: North Dakota, South
Dakota, Montana, and Washington.
President Cleveland signed this act a
few days before he left office.

Bismarck becomes capitol

The North Dakota News Cooper-
ative provides original, nonpartisan
reporting to newspapers across the
state at no cost, helping local editors
serve their communities with credi-
ble information. NDNC stories
cover a wide range of topics impor-
tant to North Dakotans, including
agriculture, energy, health care, ed-
ucation, and rural issues.

“Our goal is to make sure every
newsroom in North Dakota has ac-
cess to strong, nonpartisan report-
ing,” said Sabrina Halvorson, CEO
of the North Dakota News Coopera-
tive. “When local editors have cred-
ible information at their fingertips,
communities are better informed and
better served.”

This reporting supports small and
mid-sized newsrooms that may not
have the resources to cover
statewide policy or in-depth topics
on their own. By supplying reliable,
deeply reported stories, NDNC helps
ensure readers in every region of the
state have access to clear, factual
journalism that strengthens public
understanding of complex issues.

Community support makes this
service possible. Contributions to the
North Dakota News Cooperative
help sustain independent reporting
that benefits dozens of local newspa-
pers and the readers they serve. 

“These gifts ensure that home-
town news outlets can continue to
publish trustworthy coverage with-
out increasing costs for rural com-
munities,” Halvorson said.

If you’d like to support this mis-
sion, please consider a year-end gift
to the North Dakota News Coopera-
tive by visiting
https://newscoopnd.org/donate. Or,
contact NDNC at 501 E Main Ave,
Suite 75, Bismarck, ND, 58501.
Through December 31, donations
are matched through NewsMatch,
which makes your gift go twice as
far.

The North Dakota News Cooper-
ative is a 501(c)(3) charitable organ-
ization.

Providing
trusted
reporting

to
strengthen

local
knowledge




