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What to Do Now to Prepare Your Lawn for Winter

Don’t skip these essential steps
for winterizing your lawn before
the first frost hits—your yard will
thank you later.

Once autumn’s nip hits the
nighttime air, it’s time to winter-
ize your lawn. The benefits of
winterizing a lawn may not be
visible until the spring, but taking
these steps as cold weather hits
will get you a healthier, greener,
lusher lawn once the weather
warms up again.

Choosing Winter Fertilizer

Every lawn benefits from a
feeding of winter fertilizer made
for grass. Still, this step is espe-
cially crucial if your lawn consists
of cool-season grasses, which
include fescue, bluegrass, and
perennial rye grass. Because these
turf varieties reach their prime
in the cooler fall weather, they
benefit the most from a good meal
of winter fertilizer.

Winter lawn fertilizer is heavy
on potassium, which strengthens
the roots and helps the grass sur-
vive cold weather. A good winter
lawn treatment keeps your turf
strong and green through the fall
and ready to perk up again once
spring arrives.

If you have a warm-season
lawn—Bermuda grass, zoysia,
and St. Augustine are the most
common—spring is the best sea-
son for deep feeding. These types
of turf go dormant when frost hits,

so they don’t require a heavy win-
ter fertilizer but do benefit from a
light feed of regular lawn fertil-
izer with slow-release nitrogen

to keep things green and healthy
for as long as possible over the
winter.

When to Apply Winter Fer-
tilizer

The best time to winterize
a lawn depends on your type
of grass. If you live in an area
without winter frost, your warm-
season lawn may stay relatively
green through winter. Go ahead
and apply your slow-release nitro-
gen feeding in early autumn.

If you live in a mild winter
area that does receive some frost,
your warm-season lawn probably
goes brown and dormant. In that
scenario, do not apply fertilizer
later than September 1.

For cool-season grass, it’s
best to winterize a lawn with two
separate feedings: one application
of winter lawn fertilizer in late
summer/early fall and the second
application during late fall or
whenever the leaves reach peak
color in your area. But if you want
to keep your lawn care simple, ap-
ply the winter lawn feed once in
late November or early December.

General Winter Lawn Care

There are a few other ways to
winterize a lawn that will pay off
come spring.

Aerating your grass lets water
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and nutrients reach the roots
quickly and easily and prevents
the soil from becoming too hard
and compacted. You can aerate a
small lawn with aerating “shoes”
or a manual push aerator. Howev-
er, larger stretches of grass call for
using larger push or gas-powered
lawn aerators.

If you have a warm-season
lawn that goes dormant during
the winter and you want to keep
things green, fall is the time to
overseed with annual rye grass.
This quick-sprouting, fast-grow-
ing annual grass adds color to
your winter lawn and then dies
down with next year’s heat.

Overseeding is helpful for
cool-season lawns as well because
once those grass seeds germinate
in the spring, they will crowd out
competing weed seeds. Do your
cool-season overseeding in the
early to late fall.

Fall is also a great time to
reseed any bare or patchy spots of
grass.

You’ll also need to keep up
with weeding during the fall
and through the winter. While
some weeds go dormant in cold
weather, their seeds are usually
waiting to germinate in the spring.
Pull established weeds by hand,
and apply pre-emergent herbicide
to prevent spring weeds.

Whether or not you need to
water your lawn in the winter de-
pends on where you live. If you’re
in a warm winter area, your grass
still needs to be watered, but you
can cut back to once or twice per
week, depending on the tempera-
ture, and turn the sprinklers off
during rainy spells. Cold-winter
gardeners should turn off the
sprinkler system by the end of
October and flush out the hose
and sprinkler system to prevent
freeze damage.

Mowing the Lawn in Winter

While you may still be mow-
ing your lawn in winter if you
live in a very mild climate, you’ll
certainly do it much less than in
the spring and summer. Gener-
ally, you can cut back to half the
frequency of your summer mow-
ing schedule. And if you live in an
area with rugged winters, you can
cross mowing off your list of win-
ter lawn treatments altogether—
but not until the first hard frost.

Cutting your lawn in cold
winter climates is a balancing act;
once fall sets in, you should raise
your mower’s blades to a half-
inch above your summer mowing
height. For the last mowing of the
season, however, lower the blades
to a half-inch below the summer
mowing height. This encourages
root growth but removes grass

blades likely to become damaged
or diseased during the coldest
months.

You might be tempted to leave
fallen leaves on the lawn over
winter, but whole leaves could
smother your grass and provide
shelter for fungi spores, insects,
and other diseases. Either rake
away fallen leaves (you can even
rake them into your garden beds
to take part in the Leave the
Leaves movement), or for the best
solution, mow over them with
a leaf mulcher attachment that
shreds leaves into small frag-
ments. This leaf mulch adds a bit
of protection and nutrients to your
turf without doing damage.

Winterizing a Lawn Mower

If you want your lawn mower
to start right up in the spring, you
need to take a few easy steps to
winterize it before putting it away
for the season.

Winterizing your gas-powered
lawn mower begins with empty-
ing the fuel tank. If there’s only a
little bit of gas left, let it run until
it’s empty after your last winter
mowing session. If you have a full
tank, drain or siphon out the gas.
If you use a gas preservative, you
can store it until spring. If not, use
it in your snow blower or other
gas-powered winter tool.

Disconnect the fuel lines to
empty them as well, and then rev
up your mower one more time to
burn off any trace of remaining
fuel.

Now it’s time to clean your
lawn mower. Remove the blade
assembly and sharpen it—dull
mower blades rip the grass and
encourage disease. Apply a very
light coating of oil before rein-
stalling the blades.

Clean the bottom of the mower
thoroughly, scraping away grass,

mud, grease, and grunge. Wipe
down all surfaces of the mower,
and oil the wheels if necessary.

Replace the spark plug and the
air filter, and then change the lawn
mower engine’s oil.

If you have a battery-powered
lawn mower, the procedure is fair-
ly simple. Remove the battery and
fully charge it before storing it for
the winter in a cool, dry spot, then
follow the same cleaning process
as with a gas-powered motor.

Lawn Mower Storage Tips

Once you’ve finished winter-
izing your lawn mower, it’s time
tostore it for the season. Doing
S0 protects it from rust, moisture,
and general wear and tear. Find-
ing storage for a lawn mower is
sometimes tricky, however.

The easiest solution for push
mower storage is your garage.

If you have the space, you can
tuck the mower into a corner of
the garage and cover it with a
tarp to keep insects and dust to a
minimum. Or create extra space
for lawn mower storage with a
pull-down, lift-up shelf.

If your garage is large enough,
you might also be able to use it
for riding lawn mower storage.

If not, a small side or backyard
shed—either purchased or DIY—
serves well as a winter home for
your riding lawn mower.

If the only mower storage
spot is outside, protect it with a
fitted cover or tarp that covers the
mower completely. Use bungee
cords, stakes, or heavy rocks to
fasten the cover in place securely.

While winter lawn care might
not be as much fun as gardening
in the spring, taking the time to
do it right dramatically increases
your odds of having a lush, green,
healthy lawn once warm weather
returns.
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Dakota Roughriders FNRA Annual Fundraising Event

Sheriff’s Auction

Join other champions of the Second Ammendment for dinner, raffles, auction
and fun! With a chance to win exclusive NRA guns, gear, décor and collectibles.

Event Tickets
Single Ticket ~ $50
Rimfire Package ~ 8 Tickets, VIP Seating, and
1 Legacy Citadell= Marine 12 Ga.~ $750
Center Fire Package ~ 8 Tickets, VIP Seating, and
1 Anderson A/R 5.56 ~ $1,250
Magnum Package ~ 8 Tickets, VIP Seating, and
1 Kimber Stainless L.W. 45 ACP ~ $1,800
Defender Package ~ 8 Tickets, VIP Seating, and
1 Bergara B-14 Ridge Carbon Wilderness 6.5 Creedmoor ~ $2,500
Kimber Package ~ 8 Tickets, VIP Seating, and
1 Ruger No. 1 7mm 08 ~ $5,000

The Sheriff will be
holding an auctionon a
28 ft. goose neck trailer

on November 3rd at
10:00 am. The traileris
located on the east side
of the sheriff’s office.
People are welcome to
look at the trailer before
the auction.

Fall To-Do List

* Pick up your fall calf vaccinations,
dewormers and implants

* Call to schedule your ultrasounding
and pregnancy testing appointments

* Contact us to get your feed analyzed

701.5327.2222

3650 39th Ave SE
Tappen,ND 58467
heartofdakotavet.com

For Tickets and Information
Call: Roger @ 701-471-3212 or Jeff @ 701-400-9911

E-mail: dakotaroughridersfnra@gmail.com
Place your ticket order online: www.friendsofnra.org/nd

(Oct 15, 22, and 29th)




