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MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING
MINNEWAUKAN SCHOOL BOARD
July 21, 2025

The annual meeting of the
Minnewaukan School Board was
held July 21, 2025. Members present:
Michele Anderson, David Ambers,
Curt Hanson, Leona LaRoque, Anna
Tice. Others present: Superintendent
Kent Dennis, Business Manager
Tracie Volk, Tammy Widmer.

The meeting was called to order
at 4:30 p.m. by President Anderson.

Agenda -- A motion was made
by Tice, seconded by LaRoque, to
approve the agenda. All members
present voted yes. The motion carried
with a 5-0 vote.

Delegations and Communications
-- None.

Minutes -- A motion was made
by Ambers, seconded by Tice, to
approve the minutes with corrections.
All members present voted yes. The
motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

Bills -- Amotion was made by Tice,
seconded by Ambers, to approve
the bills. The motion carried with a
5-0 vote.

GENERAL FUND

TMS e $75.47
ND Telephone Co. 664.60
Stein’s ....ooeeeeen 6,309.95
Otter Tail Power Co. 5,479.27
BC Farmers Press ......... 455.25
CenDakK ....ccccvveeviieenn 5,128.99
Farmers Union Oil--DL .  465.04
NAPA--DL ...coceeveen. 118.47
Advanced Business

Methods .......ccccccuveee. 3,848.43
City of Minnewaukan ..... 1,673.50
Northland Securities ..... 435.00
Hartley’s School Buses,

INC. oo, 8,799.79
Johnson Controls . 4,760.32
MGT .o, 9,878.40
Grainger .. . 139.01
Runnings ......ccccceveeenneen. 134.34
Farmers Union Oil--DL . 195.02
McGraw-Hill .................. 11,421.01
Four Winds School ..... 127,477.82
Bremer Credit Card ....  4,796.27
Fund Total ................ $192,255.95

FOOD SERVICE FUND
US Foods .......ccceveeenneen. $6,028.45
Meadow Sweet Dairy ....  705.70
Bremer CC ..o 23.40
Fund Total ........cccccc....... $6,757.55
ACTIVITIES FUND
Bremer Credit Card ....... $529.77
Fund Total ............ $529.77

Financial Reports -- A motion was
made by Tice, seconded by LaRoque,
to approve the financial reports. All
members present voted yes. The
motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

Old Business --

Second reading of Policies:
A motion was made by Ambers,
seconded by Tice, to approve the
second reading of the following
policies: Visitors in Schools
Regulations; Discrimination and
Harassment Grievance Procedure;
Title IX Sexual Harassment Grievance
Procedure. All members present
voted yes. The motion carried with
a 5-0 vote.

A motion was made by Hanson,
seconded by Ambers, to adjourn
the meeting. All members present
voted yes. The motion carried with
a 5-0 vote.

The meeting adjourned at 4:45
p.m.
Convening of Annual Meeting --

Superintendent Dennis called the
meeting to order.

Election of Officers:
Superintendent Dennis called for
nominations for president. A motion
was made by Ambers, seconded by
Hanson, to cast a unanimous ballot
for Michele Anderson for president
and Anna Tice for vice president.
All members present voted yes. The
motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

NEW BUSINESS --

Appointments:

Business manager -- Tracie Volk

School wide Title | authorized rep
-- Kent Dennis

School wide Title | coordinator
-- MacKenzie Moen

Title | Part A, Improving the
Academic Achievement of the
Disadvantaged -- MacKenzie Moen

Title Il Part A, Teacher and
Principal Quality Training and
Recruiting -- Jordan Lunde

Title Il Part A, English Language
Acquisition/Enhancement --
MacKenzie Moen

Title IV Part A, Student Support
and Academic Achievement -- Jordan
Lunde

Title IX coordinator -- Randii Reed

Foster care liaison -- Randii Reed

Homeless children and youth local
liaison -- Michael Widmer

504 coordinator -- Micheal Widmer

Official newspaper -- Benson
County Farmers Press

Official depository -- Bremer Bank

A motion was made by Tice,
seconded by LaRoque, to approve the
appointments as listed. All members
present voted yes. The motion carried
with a 5-0 vote.

Mill Levy: Mill levy information was
presented and discussed.

Review Line of Credit: A motion
was made by Tice and seconded by
LaRoque to approve the line of credit.
All members present voted yes. The
motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

Sale of School House: Discussion
was held on the sale of the school-
owned house.

Policy BCBA: A motion was made
by Ambers, seconded by LaRoque,
to approve the one reading of Policy
BCBA. All members present voted
yes. The motion carried with a 5-0
vote.

VB, GBB, BBB Co-op: Discussion
was held on the ending of the
basketball and volleyball co-op with
Four Winds after this year.

Superintendent Report: Summer
projects and cleaning; staff update;
conferences.

The next meeting will be Aug. 18,
2025 at 4:30 p.m.

A motion was made by Ambers,
seconded by Tice, to adjourn the
meeting.

Tracie Volk
Business Manager
Michele Anderson
President
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
MINNEWAUKAN SCHOOL BOARD
August 18, 2025

A regular meeting of the
Minnewaukan School Board was
held Aug. 18, 2025. Members present:
Michele Anderson, Anna Tice, Dave
Ambers. Members absent: Curt
Hanson, Leona LaRoque. Others
present: Superintendent Kent
Dennis, HS Principal Jordan Lunde,
Elementary Principal MacKenzie
Moen, Sarah Zacher.

The meeting was called to order
at 4:30 p.m. by President Anderson.

Agenda: A motion to approve the
agenda was made by Tice, seconded
by Ambers. All members present
voted yes. The motion carried with
a 3-0 vote.

Delegations and Communications
-- None.

Minutes -- A motion was made
by Tice, seconded by Ambers, to
approve the minutes with corrections.
All members present voted yes. The
motion carried with a 3-0 vote.

Bills -- A motion was made

by Ambers, seconded by Tice, to
approve the bills. Allmembers present
voted yes. The motion carried with a
3-0 vote.

GENERAL FUND

TMS e, $83.14
ND Telephone Co. ......... 469.20
Otter Tail Power Co. ...... 6,236.61
NDSBA .....ccccoc....... . 78.00
CenDak .... ... 420.74
NAPA--DL ...cccoeeevieens 19.97
NAPA--Maddock ........... 472
Advanced Business

Methods ......cccccceeeee. 2,507.17
City of Minnewaukan ..... 1,673.50
LaMotte’s Paint &

Flooring .....cccoovvviiennne. 32210
Hartley’s School Buses,

INC. o, 5,702.37
Johnson Controls .......... 3,536.81
Lakeshore .......ccccceevve. 353.81
Discount School

Supplies ......ccceeeiennns 242.64
Runnings ......ccccccoveevnenne 599.28
MARC-Mid American

Chemical ........c.......... 344.05
QuaverEd ..........coeueeee. 2,400.00
NDCEL ..coveeiieeieees 150.00
AlfrU e 95.00
REI (o 5,358.40
Lake Country Service

Cooperative ................ 1,497.20
Gerrells ....ccvvveveeeeine. 3,454.40
NasCo .....ccoovveveeeeeiiiien 3.68
Really Good Stuff .......... 213.63
School Specialty ........... 730.58
Leon’s Building .............. 451.99
ServiceMaster ............... 1,782.67
Pomp’s Tire ......ccccceeeeee 842.28
NDCEL ..cooeeiiiveiiees 1,036.00
Ecolab .......c.ccoeeivieenenn. 145.73
Bremer Bank CC ........... 8,968.15
Fund Total .................. $49,723.82

CAPITAL PROJECTS
LR Sheet Metal ............. $12,270.00
Fund Total ......ccceevee... $12,270.00

Financial Reports -- A motion was
made by Ambers, seconded by Tice,
to approve the financial reports. All
members present voted yes. The
motion carried with a 3-0 vote.

Cell Phone Policy -- A motion was
made by Tice, seconded by Ambers,
to approve in one reading the cell
phone policy. All members present
voted yes. The motion carried with
a 3-0 vote.

Administrative Contracts -- A
motion was made by Ambers,
seconded by Tice, to approve a
4% raise for administrators and the
business manager. All members
present voted yes. The motion carried
with a 3-0 vote.

2025-26 Handbooks -- A motion
was made by Ambers, seconded
by Tice, to approve the 2025-26
handbooks. All members present
voted yes. The motion carried with
a 3-0 vote.

Cognia Report -- None.

Principals’ Reports --

Elementary Principal Moen
reported on Classlink; music
curriculum; enrollment; professional
development; TSI update; pre-K and
kindergarten screenings 8/12; vision
screenings 9/2; music program.

HS Principal Lunde reported on
enroliment; NESC update; MTSS
update.

Superintendent Report --
Superintendent Dennis reported on
applying for a Homeland Security
Grant; rental house update; school
board convention; sports update.

The next meeting is Sept. 23, 2025
at4:15 p.m.

A motion was made by Tice,
seconded by Ambers, to adjourn the
meeting. The meeting adjourned at
5:22 p.m.

Tracie Volk
Business Manager
Michele Anderson
President
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
MINNEWAUKAN SCHOOL BOARD
September 23, 2025

A regular meeting of the
Minnewaukan School Board was held
Sept. 23, 2025. Members present:
Anna Tice, Curt Hanson, Michele
Anderson. Members absent: Leona
LaRoque and David Ambers. Others
present: Business Manager Tracie
Volk, Superintendent Kent Dennis,
Elementary Principal MacKenzie
Moen, Shilo Davis.

The meeting was called to order
at 4:37 p.m. after the budget hearing.

Agenda -- A motion was made
by Tice, seconded by Hanson, to
approve the agenda. All members
present voted yes. The motion carried
with a 3-0 vote.

Delegations and Communications
-- None.

Minutes -- A motion was made
by Tice, seconded by Hanson, to
approve the minutes with corrections.
All members present voted yes. The
motion carried with a 3-0 vote.

Bills -- Amotion was made by Tice,
seconded by Hanson, to approve the
bills. All members present voted yes.
The motion carried with a 3-0 vote.

GENERAL FUND

TMS e, $87.24
ND Telephone Co. ...... 620.57
Stein’s .....ccoeeeeeeeeenn. 361.76
Otter Tail Power Co 7,258.88
CenDak .... ... 6,151.80
NAPA--DL ....ccovieiee 124.99
Advanced Business

Methods ........ccccceeenee. 2,507.17
City of Minnewaukan ..... 195.18
Hartley’s School Buses,

INC. oo, 11,694.67
Klemetsrud Plumbing .... 167.25
Runnings .......ccccecveeins 161.16
Summit Fire Protection .  972.53
Stone’s ...cceeeiiiieeiees 653.33
Harlow’s ... 2,886.22
Apptegy ... 3,050.00
Grainger .......ccccoeveeenenne 146.04
Alken Glass Unlimited ... 1,289.32
Agassiz Chemical

& Equipment .............. 530.67
Varitronics ........ccccceueee.. 650.60
APS 2,780.00
Really Good Stuff .......... 47.48
UMB ...

Blick Art Materials .

McGraw-Hill .......... .

McGraw-Hill .... .

DL Journal ............. .

Software Unlimited 6,550.00
Pomp’s Tire .....c.ccceevene 993.90
Resource Mate .............. 969.00
Software Unlimited 6,550.00
Bremer Bank CC ........... 11,755.57
Fund Total .................. $75,280.93

HOT LUNCH FUND

US FoodS ....ooovvveevinnn, $17,818.67
Leevers ......... . 124.55
Bremer CC ... .. 789.95
Fund Total ......ccccovveeeen. $18,733.17

Financial Reports -- A motion was
made by Hanson, seconded by Tice,
to approve the financial reports. All
members present voted yes. The
motion carried with a 3-0 vote.

Old Business --

Sports Co-op: Amotion was made
by Hanson, seconded by Anderson,
to approve a co-op with Warwick,
pending approval of Warwick School
Board. On a roll call vote, Anderson-
-yes, Hanson--yes, Tice--no. The
motion carried with a 2-1 vote.

Sale of House: Amotion was made
by Hanson, seconded by Tice, to use
Reign Realty as the realtor for the sale
of the house and give permission for
Michele Anderson and Kent Dennis
to make decisions on the sale of the
house. All members present voted
yes. The motion carried with a 3-0

vote.

New Business --

2025-26 Budget: A motion was
made by Tice, seconded by Hanson,
to approve the 2025-26 budget. All
members present voted yes. The
motion carried with a 3-0 vote.

Annual Compliance Report:
A motion was made by Hanson,
seconded by Tice, to approve
the annual compliance report. All
members present voted yes. The
motion carried with a 3-0 vote.

NIISA Membership: A motion
was made by Tice, seconded by
Hanson, to approve the 2025-26
NIISA membership. All members
present voted yes. The motion carried
with a 3-0 vote.

Cognia Report: Elementary
Principal Moen gave an update on
the Cognia report.

Principals’ Reports --

Elementary Principal Moen
reported on enroliment; attendance;
professional development for
elementary; upcoming field trips;
early out; picture day; family night;
P-T conferences.

HS Principal Report:
Superintendent Dennis reported on
enrollment; attendance; professional
development for HS; University of
Jamestown student visit; 7th-9th
Student Success classes are going
well; MTSS Training is in December.

Superintendent Report:
Superintendent Dennis reported on
an early out September 24; school
board convention October 9-10.

The next meeting is Oct. 20, 2025
at 4:30 p.m.

A motion was made by Tice,
seconded by Hanson, to adjourn the
meeting. The meeting adjourned at
5:44 p.m.

Tracie Volk
Business Manager
Michele Anderson
President
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
MINNEWAUKAN SCHOOL BOARD
October 20, 2025

A regular meeting of the
Minnewaukan School Board was
held Oct. 20, 2025. Members present:
Michele Anderson, Curt Hanson,
David Ambers. Members absent:
Leona LaRoque and Anna Tice.
Others present: HS Principal Jordan
Lunde, Superintendent Kent Dennis,
Business Manager Tracie Volk and
Wanda Bullinger

The meeting was called to order
at 4:30 p.m. by President Anderson.

Agenda -- A motion was made
by Ambers, seconded by Hanson,
to approve the agenda. All members
present voted yes. The motion carried
with a 3-0 vote.

Public Comments -- None.

Board Communications -- David
Ambers received the Legacy of
Service Steadfast Commitment Award
at the ND schools board convention.
Congratulations!

Reading and Approval of Minutes
-- A motion was made by Ambers,
seconded by Hanson, to approve
the minutes. All members present
voted yes. The motion carried with
a 3-0 vote.

Bills: A motion was made by
Ambers, seconded By Hanson, to
approve the bills. All members present
voted yes. The motion carried with a
3-0 vote.

GENERAL FUND

TMS $88.06
ND Telephone Co. 494.28
Stein’s ...ccocveeiinnn. 1,432.88
Otter Tail Power Co. 8,455.50
CenDak 9,683.62
NAPA--DL 5,492.58
Advanced Business

Methods ..................... 2,544.33
City of Minnewaukan ..... 659.25
Hartley’s School Buses,

INC. oo 714.31
Klemetsrud Plumbing .... 180.00
NAPA--Maddock ........... 165.82
Daryl’s Refrigeration .....

Johnson Controls ...
Trafera .......ccceeeeee
LR State College .
Teacher Synergy .
Savvas

The Pumpkin Shed--

Lori Cline ....c.c.cccvveennee 294.00
Success For All . 182.40
My Turn Playsystems .... 2,570.00
Prairie Truck & Tractor

Repair ......ccoovveiiens 1,892.81
Bremer Bank CC . ... 17124.84
Fund Total ................ $106,617.95

HOT LUNCH FUND
US Foods $31,191.57
Leevers ...... . 201.30
Fund Total $31,392.87
ACTIVITY FUND
ONB Credit Card ........... $92.41
Fund Total ..o $92.41

Financial Reports -- A motion
was made by Hanson, seconded
by Ambers, to approve the financial
reports. All members present voted
yes. The motion carried with a 3-0
vote.

Principal’s Report -- HS Principal
Lunde reported on P-T conferences;
enrollment; attendance; PD-MTSS
December 8-9; PLC: Thursdays and
staff meetings; PowerSchool updates;
Marketplace for Kids (JH); Feed My
Starving Children in Maddock.

Superintendent Report -- Title |
feedback committee; rental house
update; co-op update; superintendent
evaluation; Impact Aid; staffing
update.

New Business --

Board Member Resignation:
A motion was made by Ambers,
seconded by Hanson, to accept the
resignation of Curt Hanson as board
member. All members present voted
yes. The motion carried with a 3-0
vote and will conclude at the end of
this meeting. Thank you, Curt, for
your many years of serving on the
Minnewaukan School Board!

One-Reading Policies: A motion
was made by Ambers, seconded by
Hanson, to approve the one reading
of the following policies: Education
of Special Educations Students/
Students with Disabilities; Student
Handbooks. All members voted yes.
The motion carried with a 3-0 vote.

First Reading of Policies: A motion
was made by Hanson, seconded by
Ambers, to approve the first reading
of the following policy: Filing a State
or Federal Discrimination and/or
Harassment Complaint. All members
present voted yes. The motion carried
with a 3-0 vote.

A motion was made by Ambers,
seconded by Hanson, to table the
following policy for next meeting:

Noncurricular Use of District Property.
All members present voted yes. The
motion carried with a 3-0 vote.

Financial Report: A motion was
made by Hanson, seconded by
Ambers, to transfer $303,574.94 from
the general fund to the capital projects
fund. All members present voted yes.
The motion carried with a 3-0 vote.

A motion was made by Hanson,
seconded by Ambers, to approve the
financial report for 2024-25 school
year. All members present voted yes.
The motion carried with a 3-0 vote.

The next meeting is Nov. 12, 2025
at 4:30 p.m.

A motion was made by Hanson,
seconded by Ambers, to adjourn the
meeting. The meeting adjourned at
5:23 p.m.

Tracie Volk
Business Manager
Michele Anderson
President
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
MINNEWAUKAN SCHOOL BOARD
November 12, 2025

A regular meeting of the
Minnewaukan School Board was
held Nov. 12, 2025. Members present:
Michele Anderson, David Ambers,
Leona LaRoque. Others present:
Superintendent Kent Dennis, HS
Principal Jordan Lunde, Elementary
Principal Mackenzie Moen, Business
Manager Tracie Volk and Tasha
Baumtrog.

The meeting was called to order
at 4:39 p.m. by President Anderson.

Agenda -- A motion was made by
Ambers, seconded by LaRoque, to
approve the agenda. All members
present voted yes. The motion carried
with a 3-0 vote.

Public Comments -- None.

Board Communications -- None.

Reading and Approval of Minutes
-- A motion was made by LaRoque,
seconded by Ambers, to approve
the minutes. All members present
voted yes. The motion carried with
a 3-0 vote.

Bills -- A motion was made by
Ambers, seconded by LaRoque, to
approve the bills. All members present
voted yes. The motion carried with a
3-0 vote.

GENERAL FUND

TMS e, $83.20
Stein's ..o 646.40
Otter Tail Power Co. ...... 9,071.86
CenDak ......cccoveeecueeeennns 10,144.38
Advanced Business

Methods .......ccccecuveeene 2,544.33
City of Minnewaukan ..... 2,437.90
Farmers Union Oil

=-YOrK e 474.54
MobyMax, LLC .. .. 1,560.00
CenDak ............. .. 2,500.00
EverSpring ......cccceeeeene 285.90
Old National Bank

Credit Card ................. 5,151.83
Fund Total .................. $34,900.34

HOT LUNCH FUND

US FoodS .......ccoveun. $25,996.75
Fund Total .................. $25,996.75

Financial Reports -- A motion
was made by LaRoque, seconded
by Ambers, to approve the financial
reports. All members present voted
yes. The motion carried with a 3-0
vote.

Cognia Report -- Update was
given by Principal Moen.

Principals’/Superintendent
Reports --

Elementary Principal Moen
reported on enrollment; attendance;
early out for PD; CSI.

HS Principal Lunde reported on
enrollment; attendance; grant; MTSS
training.

Superintendent report: Title
task force meeting; Warwick co-op;
staffing update; no school Friday and
Thursday; state football Friday; winter
sports participants; mascot update.

Old Business --

Second Reading of Policies:
A motion was made by Ambers,
seconded by LaRoque, to approve
the second reading of the following
policy: Filing a State or Federal
Discrimination and/or Harassment
Complaint. All members present
voted yes. The motion carried with
a 3-0 vote.

Superintendent Evaluation: A
motion was made by LaRoque,
seconded by Ambers, to approve
the satisfactory ratings. On a roll call
vote: Anderson--yes, Ambers--yes,
LaRoque--yes. The motion carried
with a 3-0 vote.

District Banking Account: More
information will be gathered and
presented at the December meeting.

Retention Bonuses: A motion
was made by Ambers, seconded by
LaRoque, to approve the retention
bonus. All members present voted
yes. The motion carried with a 3-0
vote.

Congratulations to the Firebirds
football team for making it to state!

The next meeting is December 15
at 4:30 p.m.

A motion was made by LaRoque,
seconded by Ambers, to adjourn the
meeting. The meeting adjourned at
5:47 p.m.

Tracie Volk
Business Manager
Michele Anderson
President

Public
Notices

A public notice is informa-
tion informing citizens of gov-
ernment activities that may
affect the citizens’ everyday
lives. Public notices have been
printed in local newspapers,
the trusted sources for com-
munity information, for more
than 200 years.

North Dakota newspapers
also post public notices that
are printed in newspapers on
www.ndpublicnotices.com
at no additional charge to units
of government.

Public notices printed in
this newspaper also appear at
www.bensoncountynews.
com.

Blast Open
he Possibilities

In The Classifieds
~ call 473-5436 ~

or email: farmerspress@gondtc.com

Tentative 2026 season openings

The ND Game and Fish Department annually provides its best
estimate for opening dates to help hunters prepare for hunting
seasons. Hunters should note the opening date for the regular
waterfowl season is still under discussion.

Dates become official when approved by governor’s proclamation.
Tentative opening dates for 2026 include:

Spring turkey -- April 11
Dove -- September 1

Deer and pronghorn bow, mountain lion -- September 4
Sharptail, hun, ruffed grouse, squirrel -- September 12

Youth deer -- September 18

Youth waterfowl -- September 19
Early resident waterfowl -- September 26

Pronghorn gun -- October 2
Youth pheasant -- October 3

Regular waterfowl -- to be determined
Pheasant, fall turkey -- October 10
Mink, muskrat, weasel trapping -- October 24

Deer gun -- November 6

Deer muzzleloader -- November 27

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
OF THE BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
BENSON COUNTY
NORTH DAKOTA
December 16, 2025

The Benson County
commissioners met in regular session
on Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2025 at 8 a.m. in
the commissioner room of the Benson
County Courthouse, Minnewaukan,
ND. Commissioners present: Dick
Horner and Tammy Kuk. Doris M.
Griffin and David Davidson were
present via Teams. Ron Stadum was
absent. The meeting was called to
order by Kuk. Other people present:
Kelly Glover, Benson County Farmers
Press; James P. Wang, Benson
County state’s attorney; Laura
Wanzek, Benson County sheriff;
Scott Todahl, DEM and highway
superintendent.

The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.

A motion was made by Horner,
seconded by Davidson, to approve
the minutes from the regular meeting
of Dec. 2, 2025. All members voted
yes. The motion carried.

Susan Fossen, Benson County
Transportation; and Joy Orvedal,
highway department clerk, came to
the meeting.

Sheriff Wanzek met with the board
to give her sheriff's report. Discussion
was held on attempting to retrieve the
K-9 items from Nelson County that
were being used for K-9 Ares. She
stated she is working on quotes for
vehicles for next year. She is looking
at a 2026 Dodge Durango and getting
quotes from three businesses.

Kuk questioned who Wanzek
currently has on staff. Kuk stated
she is not comfortable with having
Casey Ahmann on staff due to
his terminating employment with
Benson County prior. Wanzek stated
she is carefully watching the time
cards for her department. Davidson
recommended Benson County
do its own background check on
Ahmann. Horner commented on this
issue and stated Ahmann’s actions
have been dealt with accordingly
in Ramsey County by Sheriff Lang.
Wanzek stated people are hired at
the discretion of the sheriff and if there
should be issues with Ahmann in the
future, they will be addressed by her.

Additional discussion was held
on the purchase of a new patrol
vehicle for the sheriff's department.
Fossen mentioned checking with
State Procurement for the purchase
of vehicles. A motion was made by
Griffin, seconded by Davidson, to
proceed with getting estimates for a
new vehicle and bringing them before
the board. All members voted yes.
The motion carried.

Wanzek stated there are seven
bags of dog food left from when
Benson County had K-9 Ares. Wanzek
suggested gifting two bags to Ramsey
County, three bags to the Devils Lake
Dog Pound with the remainder going
to Nelson County. Amotion was made
by Davidson, seconded by Horner, to
proceed with the disposal of the dog
food as recommended by Wanzek.
All members voted yes. The motion
carried.

Scott Todahl, DEM and highway
superintendent, met with the board
to give a report for the highway
department. Griffin stated the Oberon
north road needs to have sand
placed on it due to ice. Todahl stated
the reason for not sanding is due
to the sanding truck currently being
inoperable. He was hoping the part for
the repair of the sanding truck would
be coming today.

Ron Stadum joined the meeting
via Teams.

Horner stated a fisherman
reported that riprap at the west end
of the old county road in Second
Commissioners District is causing
problems to access the lake. Horner
wanted to reiterate that nothing has
been altered since the road was
abandoned and it is a closed, no-
maintenance road. Horner questioned
if the road is signed correctly to
avoid liability issues. State’s Attorney
Wang stated he believes it is signed
correctly.

Fossen met with the board
regarding a letter received by the
county on scheduling of rides.
Fossen stated she does have a cell
phone available to her to receive
messages when she is out driving.
Kuk questioned if call forwarding
is available and Fossen indicated
it was. Fossen stated she can call
her office number and retrieve voice
mail messages. She also stated she
received a couple of applications
for drivers which she is currently
reviewing. Horner discussed the
November 2025 transportation report
with Fossen. Fossen questioned if
the county has any bylaws as the
state is asking for them. Fossen
questioned if there are any thoughts
on the rider fares in 2026. A motion
was made by Griffin, seconded by

Davidson, to not charge rider fares
in 2026. All members voted yes. The
motion carried. Fossen requested her
annual mill levy support letter from
the auditor.

Tony Delorme met with the
board regarding the application
he submitted for being a driver
for Benson County Transportation.
He indicated he applied to be a
driver back in August 2024 but heard
nothing back. He stated he recently
saw in the newspaper that BCT was
again looking for drivers. Delorme
addressed his frustration with calls
to BCT to get an application and not
getting a call back. He informed the
board he completed an application at
the county auditor’s office but it was
not accepted by BCT. Delorme stated
he contacted Fossen and Fossen
indicated a new application would be
mailed to him. He informed the board
he completed a new application but
could not get in contact with Fossen
to file the application so he left it at
her office door. He also reported to the
board of people in Maddock needing
rides and not getting assistance from
BCT. Kuk questioned if Fossen could
be contacted regarding this issue.
The auditor stated she would contact
Fossen to get additional information
regarding this issue.

Emily Fernan, US Fish and Wildlife
Service, met with the board regarding
a land sale from Nancy Nestegard
to Fish and Wildlife. She stated
the purchase agreement has been
accepted, so it is back to the local
community for input and questions
regarding the sale.

Stadum took over chairing the
meeting.

A motion was made by Horner,
seconded by Kuk, to reappoint Scott
Todahl as DEM and Randy Thompson
as tax equalization director for a
period of one year commencing Dec.
31, 2025. All members voted yes. The
motion carried.

A motion was made by Giriffin,
seconded by Horner, to reappoint
Tim Finley and Travis Anderson to
the Benson County Weed Board for a
period of four years commencing Dec.
31, 2025. All members voted yes. The
motion carried.

A motion was made by Griffin,
seconded by Kuk, to reappoint
Lucia Jacobson as superintendent
of schools for a period of one year
commencing Jan. 5, 2026. All
members voted yes. The motion
carried.

The board reviewed a draft flood
plain ordinance needed under SB
2027. A motion was made by Kuk,
seconded by Horner, to approve the
flood plain ordinance. All members
voted yes. The motion carried.

A motion was made by Horner,
seconded by Kuk, to amend the
2025 county budget as needed. All
members voted yes. The motion
carried.

A motion was made by Kuk,
seconded by Horner, to reappoint
Colin Barstad and Doris Giriffin to the
Mountain Lakes Human Services
Zone board for a period of one
year commencing Jan. 1, 2026. All
members voted yes. The motion
carried.

The board reviewed a declination
packet for the insurance claim on the
Maddock tower.

A motion was made by Kuk,
seconded by Griffin, to set polling
locations for the 2026 election year as
follows: Benson County Courthouse,
Fort Totten Community Center/Blue
Building; and Warwick Public School;
and precincts according to the map
provided. Al members voted yes. The
motion carried.

The board reviewed the Benson
County financial reports for November
2025.

The board reviewed an NDTC
permit request. Amotion was made by
Horner, seconded by Kuk, to approve
the request. All members voted yes.
The motion carried.

A motion was made by Kuk,
seconded by Horner, to approve
county bills needing to be paid prior
to end of month. All members voted
yes. The motion carried.

The board reviewed the county
federal aid contract for project SC-
0341(001)--Brown Road. A motion
was made by Horner, seconded by
Griffin, to approve the contract and
have the chair sign it. Kuk abstained.
The motion carried.

A motion was made by Kuk,
seconded by Griffin, to transfer
$193,000 from the Highway Tax Fund
to the Road and Bridge Fund and the
amount of $27,483.75 from the State
Revenue Sharing Fund to the Road
and Bridge Fund. All members voted
yes. The motion carried.

A motion to adjourn was made at
10:05 a.m.

Bonnie Erickson
Benson County Auditor
Ron Stadum
Chair

NoTICE FEY

Greater Ramsey Water

District (GRWD)
will hold the
annual meeting for all members on

Tuesday, February 3, 2026 a¢
7 p.m. at GRWD'’s office located at
113 Shamrock Ln. SE,
Devils Lake, ND.




