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Standards Link: Vocabulary: Spell grade-level 
appropriate words correctly.Standards Link: Number Sense: Calculate 

sums and differences.

The Bunny Buddies have 
hidden marshmallow chickies 
all over this page. How many 
can you �nd in two minutes? 

Now have your buddy try. 
Who found the most? 

Use the clues to fill in the missing 
letters. The letters in the second vertical 
row reveal the punchline to this riddle:

Your teacher writes on a 
blackboard with this.
What ghosts like to do to houses.
A reward for winning.
Farmers plant these to grow crops.
Another word for engine.
The opposite of below.
What you are when you need rest.
A very large expanse of sea.
What is left after something burns.
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Use the code to answer the above riddle.
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Circle every third letter to 
reveal the answer.

Do the math to reveal the answer
to this riddle:

STARTS
SPOON
TWENTY
HE
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CARROTS
ONIONS
STEW
WITH
FOUR
LEMONS
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The letters 
along the 

correct 
path 

reveal the 
answer!

Scrambled Easter Eggs
Look through the newspaper for 
letters that spell “Easter Eggs.” 
Cut them out. With your buddy, 

take turns mixing up the letters and 
spelling a new word. A player gets 

one point for each letter used.
Standards Link: Spelling: Recognize 

common spelling patterns.

WAIT! Don’t do 
this page alone. 
If this page looks 

TOO HARD, 
�nd an older 

buddy to help 
you. If it looks 
EASY, �nd a 

younger buddy 
and help them!

Standards Link: Writing Applications: Write in a variety of forms 
and genres.

Silly News Story
Mix and match news stories to create silly 
stories. Select a who, what, when, where, 
why and how from different stories. Write a 
silly news story with these facts. For extra 
silliness, use quotes from other news stories.

Unique up on it!

Each of the Bunny Buddies below has at least one 
look-alike, except for one. Can you find the unique bunny?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

“This can’t be right,” said 

Baxter Bunny as he looked at 

his garden. Instead of a row 

of carrots, there were 

___________  __________

sprouting from the _______ .

He used a _________ to dig 

into the _________ .

Bobbi Bunny saw her brother 

carrying a ________ basket 

of _________ .  “________ !” 

she cried. “How will we make 

__________ stew for dinner 

with nothing but __________

___________ ?”

Baxter said, “Don’t worry, 

Sis. I have a _____________ 

idea!” He painted a sign that 

said: “Buy one __________ , 

get a ___________ FREE!”

_____________ came from 

miles around as word spread. 

Baxter and Bobbi soon had 

enough money to buy a 

_________  ___________ of 

their favorite ___________ .

“Who knew there was a 

market for  ____________ ?” 

said Bobbi as they walked to 

the _____________ .

Standards Link: Spelling: Recognize 
common spelling patterns.

Have a buddy give you each 
type of word to �ll in the 

blanks. Then, read the story 
aloud for lots of laughs!

Growing Problems
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Easter Bunny Spotted
Imagine you are a reporter and someone 
has reported seeing the Easter Bunny in 
your neighborhood. Write a news article 

about this. Be sure to tell Who, What, 
When, Where and Why.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
ARRESTED
GHOSTS
CARROT
BUNNY
ENGINE
GARDEN
REVEAL
SEA
EGGS
SWIM
RIDDLE
PAGE
LAST
NEW
USE

O

P

A

G

E

N

U

S

L

S

A

S

C

G

E

E

A

Y

W

E

T

E

A

D

R

G

N

I

K

A

G

Z

R

T

E

N

M

J

Y

G

E

A

R

G

U

G

G

E

S

W

G

V

O

B

R

S

T

S

O

H

G

S

T

W

E

N

G

I

N

E

B

A

D

Y

E

L

D

D

I

R

K

B

T

L

A

E

V

E

R

U

Kid Scoop is brought to you locally by these fine sponsors:

1-800-BNC-BANK 
206 S Main, Crosby   (701) 965-6076

Member 
FDIC

www.BNCbank.com

24-Hour ATM

 Lobby: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. • Monday-Friday

 Drive-Up: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. • Monday-Friday
  9:00 a.m. - Noon • Saturday

Member 
FDIC

206 S. Main, Crosby 
1-800-BNC-BANK 

(701) 965-6076www.BNC.bank
 106 N Main - Crosby, ND 58730 Robbi Larsen & Kjell Vassen

701-965-6335

Longer wells sought in ND
North Dakota’s first-ever 5-mile spacing unit has been ap-

plied for, Department of  Mineral Resources Director Nathan 
Anderson told lawmakers March 18, illustrating how drilling 
innovation is reshaping the state’s oil patch.

Presenting to the state Legislature’s interim Budget Section, 
Anderson said operators are steadily moving from traditional 
2-mile wells toward 3- and 4-mile laterals, with 4-mile permits 
now topping 10% of  new approvals. 

Those longer laterals, he said, allow companies to maintain 
production while running fewer rigs, a key efficiency gain as 
prices fluctuate.

Approval of  the state’s first-ever 5-mile spacing unit, from 
Phoenix Operating, is pending. The case will head to the state 
Industrial Commission for a final decision as soon as April.

--Western Dakota Energy Association

Lignite has groceries again
Bobbi Jo and Cole Allen have been in the gasoline business 

for many years. They’ve grown Lignite Oil from bulk delivery 
service and station gas pumps to a full convenience store.

Seeing the need for grocery items since the city’s only gro-
cery store closed in 2024, Bobbi Jo decided to make a change: 
She downsized her variety of  potato chips to clear room for a 
small grocery section in the convenience store.

“I should’ve done it a long time ago,” she said.
Lignite residents can now locally purchase eggs, bread, mi-

crogreens and dairy products. The Allens also added beef  and 
chicken broth, spaghetti sauce and noodles, cake mix, pancake 
mix and syrup, stuffing mix, crackers, spices and seasonings, 
coffee, condiments, soaps and shampoo, laundry soap and 
cleaning supplies.

--Burke County Tribune, Bowbells

Kenmare church is closing
Trinity Lutheran Church of  rural Kenmare, established on 

the prairie 130 years ago, will host its final worship service on 
June 14.

“It’s the struggle of  small towns, right?” lay minister Jean 
Quigley said. “And it seems Kenmare is struggling moreso 
right now.”

The congregation was organized 3 miles north of  Kenmare in 
1896 as Trinity First Danish Evangelical Lutheran by a group 
of  12 Danish immigrant men who homesteaded in the area.

The following spring, the men brought their families, which 
included a young woman, Jensine Damskov, who gave 5 acres 
of  her homestead to build a church and lay out a cemetery.

The church has since had a history of  mission work in 
Nigeria and hopes to continue that through the creation of  an 
endowment fund.

--Kenmare News

New wholesaler for Bakken
A new warehouse in Williston aims to provide quicker and 

more affordable access to oil field chemicals for Bakken service 
companies.

Centrium Energy Solutions, a Texas-based oil field chemi-
cal wholesaler, partnered with Red River Supply to open the 
warehouse in March.

The warehouse provides a regional alternative that saves oil 
field companies from high shipping costs and long wait times 
for chemicals.

“We’ve really had a need lately to stock and to have material 
for our service providers or our operators and partners in that 
area,” said Sean Moore, Centrium’s operations lead. “And it’s 
grown in the last four months or so.”

The Williston facility also has the distinction of  being able to 
house flammable chemicals.

The warehouse is located at 1202 E. Broadway.
--Williston Herald

Oliver halts data centers
After almost five-and-a-half  hours of  discussion March 13, 

the Oliver County Commission set a 180-day moratorium on 
any and all data center projects in the county.

The commission relocated its meeting to the Betty Hagel Me-
morial Civic Center, in Center, to accommodate the large crowd 
of  residents, business owners and landowners that gathered.

Commission Chairman Rob Schmidt said though the meet-
ing was extensive, he believes the commission heard the pub-
lic’s concerns, with just as many people in favor of  or open to 
data centers as there were people opposed.

While the commission initially agreed to a 90-day moratori-
um in order to create a data center ordinance, Schmidt argued 
that 90 days would not be enough time to plan the ordinance.

--Center Republican

Bakken briefs

‘No Kings’ rally in Ray

Submitted photo

Fourteen people at a “No Kings” rally in Ray on Saturday hold signs 
protesting against President Donald Trump’s administration and the 
war in Iran. The rallies were taking place across the U.S. and Europe; 
the Ray rally was organized by the District 2 Democratic-NPL Party.

ND agency will stop publishing oil 
lease auction notices in newspapers

By Jacob Orledge
North Dakota Monitor

The North Dakota agency 
responsible for managing 
state-owned minerals is chang-
ing how it keeps the public 
informed, prompting concerns 
about a lack of  transparency. 

The Department of  Trust 
Lands is moving ahead with 
plans to stop publishing notices 
in local newspapers of  oil and 
gas lease auctions after a law-
maker’s attempt to delay the 
rule change was defeated in an 
interim legislative meeting. 

Rep. Don Longmuir, R-
Stanley, made the motion in 
the March 12 meeting because 
he fears the change will result 
in less transparency for com-
munities in his district, which 
includes a significant slice of  
the state’s oil field. 

“That’s the one thing we 
always hear so much about, is 
transparency. Well, transpar-
ency is letting as many people 
know in as many ways as you 
can,” Longmuir said. 

The Department of  Trust 
Lands is responsible for man-
aging state-owned lands and 
minerals. The agency plans to 
continue posting digital notices 
of  lease auctions on its website 
and through Efficient Markets, 
the company that runs the 
process for the state, to ensure 
potential bidders are aware. 

Ending these notices in lo-
cal newspapers will save the 
agency time and money, Land 
Commissioner Joseph Her-
inger said. 

“We have a specific target 
market here, and the target 
market is oil and gas com-
panies who will develop the 

leases,” Heringer said. “The 
goal is to get as many of  those 
so you can get the most bids 
and the highest bids.”

Opponents of  the change 
said public notices should not 
be viewed as advertising for 
industry. Local communities, 
mineral owners, landowners 
and others all benefit from 
knowing if  state-owned min-
eral acres in their area have 
been nominated for an upcom-
ing lease auction, said Cecile 
Wehrman, executive director 
of  the North Dakota Newspa-
per Association. 

“This belongs to the people 
of  North Dakota, and while it’s 
the state government’s job to 
manage these things, it’s in all 
of  our interest how that’s man-
aged,” Wehrman said. “To have 
the minimum requirement that 
they let us know when that’s 
happening is a very small ask.”

She said this action is part 
of  a trend of  agencies attempt-
ing to eliminate requirements 
to publish public notices of  
government activity in local 
newspapers in recent years. 

“If  this same provision 
would have gone before the full 
Legislature, I do not believe it 
would have been successful,” 
Wehrman said.

But the Department of  Trust 
Lands’ obligation to publish 
public notices was in the 
agency’s administrative rules, 
not state law, and required the 
consent of  the interim Admin-
istrative Rules Committee, not 
the full Legislature. 

“This situation with the land 
board is unfortunate because 
the publication requirement 
was within their administra-

tive rule, and they amended 
that, and so it didn’t go through 
the same legislative process 
that we’re used to,” said Katie 
Winbauer, a Bismarck attorney 
who serves as a lobbyist for the 
newspaper association. 

The Legislature defeated 
proposals to eliminate require-
ments to publish requests for 
bids on highway construc-
tion and county commission 
minutes in local newspapers as 
recently as the 2025 legislative 
session. 

“Over and over again, in 
the last session, we had strong 
support for continued publica-
tion of  all kinds of  notices in 
newspapers,” Wehrman said. 

It’s possible the newspaper 
association will ask the full 
Legislature to amend state law 
in the 2027 legislative session 
to require the Department of  
Trust Lands to resume publish-
ing notices of  oil and gas lease 
auctions, Wehrman said. 

The chair of  the interim 
committee that allowed the 
agency to proceed with the 
rule change, Sen. Bob Paulson, 
R-Minot, noted this action will 
not affect other types of  public 
notices. But he also said society 
is transitioning to more of  an 
online culture and publication 
of  public notices in newspapers 
“makes less and less sense.”

“At what point does it be-
come, you know, a burden for 
these organizations financially, 
where the return on invest-
ment just isn’t there?” Paulson 
asked in an interview. “So 
that’s one aspect of  it.”

Detractors of  the rule 
change argue newspapers are 
still essential in many rural 

communities throughout the 
state. Research by the North 
Dakota Newspaper Associa-
tion shows newspapers reach 
at least 75% of  households in a 
majority of  the state’s counties. 
A 2024 survey by the organiza-
tion showed 80% of  North Da-
kotans prefer public notices be 
published by an independent 
source, rather than the govern-
ment, Wehrman said. 

Longmuir said many of  
his constituents, especially 
the older generations, are not 
necessarily online and still pre-
fer to get their news through 
physical newspapers. 

“We want to keep all of  our 
population informed, not just 
those that are tech savvy,” the 
lawmaker said. 

Wehrman said the Depart-
ment of  Trust Lands has paid 
an average of  $17,000 annu-
ally in the last three years for 
public notices, according to the 
newspaper association’s sys-
tem, which includes the cost of  
all public notices and not just 
oil and gas lease auctions.

The rule change will take 
effect April 1. The Department 
of  Trust Lands will continue 
to publish public notices of  
planned auctions of  surface 
land, as required by the state 
constitution.

(Editor’s note: Jacob Orledge 
was previously a reporter for 
Journal Publishing in Tioga.)
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nonprofit, nonpartisan source 
for trusted news, commentary 
and insight into statewide pol-
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