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Community
Local fire department responds
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Budget

used to aid with the re-
placement of a pumper
apparatus for the Fire
Department. The final
$290Kk has been set aside
for the Water and Sewer
Utility Fund, though

no dedicated long-term
plan was available in the
2026 presentation.

One of the largest
rises from 2025 is the
$1.4 million increase in
salaries and benefits.
Contributing factors in-
clude a $417Kk increase in
an extra payroll period,
a 3% salary adjustment
across the board adding
up to $283k, and the
hiring of seven new city
employees (a Real Prop-
erty Appraiser, a CPU
Information Systems
Specialist, a Domestic
Violence Detective, a
Street Equipment Oper-
ator, and 3 Firefighters/
EMTSs) with a combined
salary of $578k. Other
increases contribute a
total of $159k to the rise.

Operations and Main-
tenance has notably
seen a $611,000 increase
from the 2025 budget,
due in part to increases
in subsidies ($121Kk), re-
pairs and maintenance
($313k), and professional
fees and services ($27Kk).
The supply budget, on
the other hand, saw a
$98Kk decrease from the
previous year.

2026’s budget pre-
sentation also includes

a discussion of the
city’s revenues, which
total $49.2 million in
2025. This was sourced
primarily from ser-
vice charges that have
brought in $15.4 mil-
lion, with other major
contributions coming
from city sales and use
taxes ($8.9 million),
intergovernmental work
($8.3 million), property
taxes ($7.3 million), and
special assessments
($6.3 million). Other
unnamed sources also
brought in $3 million in
revenue.

A total of $9.6 mil-
lion is laid out for debt
service. Out of this, $7.2
million will be used to
deal with principal pay-
ments, and $2.2 million
will go towards interest
payments. An extra
$259,000 is also planned
to address service
charges and issuance
costs.

The General Fund also
contributes $20.1 million
to this 2026 budget. In
their presentation, Man-
dan outlined eight major
aspects that resulted in
this total: property taxes
($6.9m), state aid and
highway taxes ($3.9m),
city sales and use taxes
($3.9m), utility fund
transfers ($1.6m), invest-
ment earnings ($1.2m),
licenses/permits and
charges for services
($1.1m), operating rev-

The North Dakota Barley Council election for Morton County will take place on Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at 5:00 PM (CT) at the
Morton County Fairgrounds, 1000 8th Street North, in New Salem, ND.
Each person, landlord, tenant, husband and/or wife who planted Barley in 2025 or intends to plant Barley in 2026 and who has not
claimed any barley tax refund within the past year (except for duplicate payments), are eligible electors and can be candidates.
For more information contact the North Dakota Barley Council at 701-929-0123.

enues ($1.3m), and an
extra unreserved fund
balance of $202Kk.

Lastly, the City Prop-
erty Tax Levy, while
only accounting for
$193k of the city budget,
has seen a notable 2.2%
increase from 2025, due
in part to House Bill
1176 increasing the total
property tax levy on
existing property to 3%,
a large $274k increase
in the General Fund,
and minor increases
in Library and Airport
funding (at $3k and $21k,
respectively). This is
balanced out by a $105k
decrease in other funds.
As far as the property
tax itself goes, residen-
tial properties in Man-
dan are valued at $300k
plus a 3.5% average
valuation increase.
Based on the city’s pro-
jected mill rate, Mandan
expects a $7.45 tax hike
in 2026.

Even with all this
data, though, not every-
thing is fully fleshed out.
An analysis of utility
rates for 2026 and on-
ward, at the time of the
presentation, was still in
progress, and the impact
on utility customers has
not yet been determined.
Updates are expected
as soon as they become
available.

More information on
the Mandan 2026 budget,
including expense and
revenue reports, can
be found on the City of
Mandan’s website.
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701-843-7526 www.elmcrestmanor.com

ompetitive wages.
, : please apply online at
!H www.elmcrestmanor.com or
stop by in person
to fill out an application.

Elm Crest Manor currently
has openings for:
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NEW SALEm, Np

to house fire on Christmas Eve

By Richard Mendoza

mcnjreporter@gspublishing.net

Volunteer firefighters
of the New Salem Fire
Department responded
to a house fire located
11 miles southeast of
New Salem shortly
after 9 p.m. on Dec. 24.
Just a mere few hours
before Christmas Day,
15 of the department’s
firefighters sprang into
action to help assist in
the extinguishing of the
fire, which required the
use of four vehicle units
(Engine 9696, Tanker 1,
Tanker 2, and Attack
2) and 10,000 gallons of
water.

According to New
Salem Fire Chief Barry
Schulz, there were
concerns that equip-
ment would freeze on

the night of the fire due
to low temperatures. Ef-
forts by the department
to contain and extin-
guish the flames across
a five-hour stretch were
successful however, and
the fire was reportedly
put out on Christmas
morning, Dec. 25, at 2:30
a.m.

Though the home
was completely lost, no
other buildings on the
property were impact-
ed by the fire, and the
department announced
no occupants were home
at the time of the fire.
Official ruling of the
cause of the fire was an-
nounced as accidental,
with Schulz saying, “it
was probably furnace or
electrical related”.

With the fluctuating
temperatures over re-

cent weeks, Schulz says
farmers and residents
in the area should keep
an eye on their electrical
equipment as tempera-
tures begin to drop.
“Farmers, watch your
stock tank heaters.
When it starts getting
cold again, your space
heaters and extension
cords, you always kind
of watch out for all that
stuff,” Schulz stated.
Based on 2020-2024
research by the National
Fire Prevention Associa-
tion, “space heaters and
heating stoves were the
type of heating equip-
ment responsible for the
largest shares of losses
in home heating equip-
ment fires, accounting
for nearly half (47%) of
the fires.”
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WORLD RECORD ACHIEVED! Rockets explode during Mandan’s New Year, New
Light event, where Pegasus Fireworks set a new world record by launching 2.5
million Roman Candles during a twenty-minute show.

REDUCE YOUR 2026 PROPERTY

TAX BILL BY UP TO $1600!

Eligibility requirements for the Primary
Residence Property Tax Credit:

e Must own a home in
ND and reside in it as
your primary residence

e One credit per

household, no age or

income restrictions

Must apply and be

approved annually to

Nl receive the credit
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NORTH DAKOTA

Application Deadline: April 1, 2026
Apply Online: www.tax.nd.gov/prc



