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New Salem City
Proceedings

NEW SALEM CITY
PROCEEDINGS
REGULAR MEETING
Monday, January 12th, 2026,
6:30 p.m.

City Auditorium

These minutes are being
published subject to review and
revision by the New Salem City
Council.

Gaebe called the meeting to
order at 6:30pm.

Attendance

Council Mayor: Josh Gaebe

Council members present:
Chad Goetzfridt, Delton Kautz-
man, Sheppard Olson, Perrin
Goetzfridt

Absent: Corey Lausch, Bry-
an Moen

Others present: City Works
Robert Boehm, City Auditor
Melissa Davis, City Engineer
Todd Norton and Eric Lothspe-
ich, Morton County Emergency
Manager Patrick Martin, Kyla
Sanders, Matthew Morgan, Jes-
sica Blend, Kami Olson, Richard
Mendoza

Pledge of Allegiance

Minutes

The council reviewed the
December 8th regular city coun-
cil minutes. P. Goetzfridt moved
and C. Goetzfridt seconded to
approve the minutes as present-
ed. All voting aye, the motion
carried.

Public Comment

Kyla Sanders, with NDSU
Aging In the Community, attend-
ed the meeting to discuss the
possibility of having a competi-
tive 5k walk/run to raise aware-
ness for Aging In the Commu-
nity, with the generated funds
going to the local food pantry.
This would take place during
the weekend of ND Country
Fest. The council was in fa-
vor of Sanders moving forward
with permitting through the local
sheriff's department.

Patrick Martin came to seek
approval of the 2025 Morton
County Multi-Hazard Mitigation
Plan. Kautzman moved and C.
Goetzfridt seconded to approve
the resolution as presented. All
voting aye, the motion carried.

Matthew Morgan asked the
council for their opinion of a
citation he received for disre-
garding a stop sign on Hwy 31
and Hwy 10. Morgan stated in
his opinion he made the safest
possible execution of the inter-
section, by rolling through the
stop sign with his truck. Mayor
Gaebe assumes every time you
roll through a stop sign, if there
is a deputy there, they will issue
a ticket because it is against the
law. Gaebe stated that the cita-
tion was written in district court
and the city council’s opinion
does not matter. P. Goetzfridt
understands Morgan’s point, but
a stop sign is a stop sign. Gae-
be stated that he does not see
what the City Council can do
for Morgan, the sheriff wrote a
ticket for not making a complete
stop and that is their job.

Water &Sewer Committee

Norton presented the final
pay application from Crow Riv-
er construction in the amount
of $34,000. Kautzman moved
and P. Goetzfridt seconded to
approve the pay application. All
voting aye, the motion carried.

Norton also presented a list
of items approved for purchase
by USDA using the remaining
grant funds from the priority 6
project. The items include a
skid steer with 4-in-1 multipur-
pose bucket and grapple buck-
et, smoke kit, spare pump and
motor for the lagoon transfer
pump, gas powered concrete
saw, and a plate compactor. P.
Goetzfridt moved and Kautz-
man seconded to move forward
with seeking bids for the pur-
chase of these items. All voting
aye, the motion carried.

Norton stated that he is retir-
ing in 2026 and this would be his
last meeting attendance with the
City of New Salem. Norton in-
troduced Eric Lothspeich to the
council. Lothspeich has been
working with Norton on New Sa-
lem’s projects for the last 8-10
years and will be taking over for
Norton, but Lothspeich will not

be attending all meetings so the
council should request his pres-
ence at meetings as needed.

Auditorium Committee

Jessica Blend and Kami Ol-
son came to the meeting to dis-
cuss the possibility of the home
school group using the auditori-
um until 3pm on Friday’s if they
promise to clean up after them-
selves. Davis stated that they
originally agreed to be out of the
building by 2pm so the custodi-
an would have time to clean up
before renting parties come in
for the weekend. The council
was in agreement to allow them
to stay until 3pm on a trial basis
to see how it goes.

Davis presented an esti-
mate for the installation of new
shop lights from HZ Electric
in the amount of $8,500.00.
Kautzman moved and C. Goetz-
fridt seconded to approve the
estimate and move forward with
the installation. All voting aye,
the motion carried.

Police Committee

The council reviewed the
December police report.

Sanitation and Garbage
Committee

The council reviewed the
updated sanitation agreement
with Cofer Sanitation, which
included a $1.00/month rate in-
crease to all accounts for the fee
increases on transport and dis-
posal. Kautzman moved and C.
Goetzfridt seconded to approve
the contract as presented. All
voting aye, the motion carried.

Personnel Committee

The council reviewed the
December city works report.
Boehm stated that the loader
is in need of 2 new front tires.
The council agreed to purchase
2 Maxam tires from Napa for
$915 each.

The council discussed a
letter of complaint from Lisa Wil-
son, no action was taken.

Old Business

Davis stated that she be-
lieves the owner of the hotel has
come to an agreement with the
city on the removal of the mo-
bile homes, although the plea
agreement has not yet been
signed.

New Business

Davis stated that the New
Salem Renaissance Zone will
be expiring in June of 2026.
The council was in agreement
that with the current property
tax exemptions the city offers
to residential and commercial
property owners there is really
no need to renew the renais-
sance zone. Davis stated that
the city can re-apply at a later
date if they would choose to do
SO.

The council again discussed
a public comment policy. Hear-
ing some disapproval, Mayor
Gaebe asked council members
to do some thinking on the poli-
cy for possible discussion in the
future.

Consent Agenda

Kautzman moved and Ol-
son seconded to approve the
consent agenda.

1. Gaming Permit Applica-
tion, Booster Club 50/50 Raffle
—1/30/26 & 1/31/26

2. Depository of Public
Funds

Security First Bank of North
Dakota, First International Bank
& Trust

3. Pledge of Securities

4. Liquor License Transfers

Golden Nugget Saloon to
the Red Room — 1/31/26

Golden Nugget Saloon to
the Red Room — 2/28/26

Kautzman moved and P.
Goetzfridt seconded to approve
the bills as presented. All voting
aye, the motion carried.

Square Space........ $192.00

.......... Website Subscription

Boehm, Robert ... $2,439.28

Davis, Melissa .... $1,691.79

Gaebe, Joshua...... $831.15

Goetzfridt, Chad .... $369.40

Goetzfridt, Perrin ... $300.14

Haff, Tyler.............. $412.96
Kazandjian, Raymond

............................ $2,119.29
Lausch, Corey ....... $207.79
Moen, Bryan ......... $300.14

Olson, Sheppard .. $300.14

Yellow Bird, Miranda
........................... $1,023.67
Chris Cole........... $1,575.00
....... Delivery of Bottom Ash
COFER SANITATION

................................ $94.61
.................. garbage service
CRAM ....ccoocviiee $99.98
........ Avast Antivirus annual

subscription
Boehm, Robert ... $2,434.95
Davis, Melissa .... $1,420.36
Gaebe, Joshua........ $34.63
Goetzfridt, Chad ...... $23.09
Goetzfridt, Perrin ..... $23.09

Haff, Tyler .............. $358.50
Kautzman, Delton.... $23.09
Lausch, Corey ......... $23.09
Moen, Bryan............ $23.09

Olson, Sheppard ..... $23.09
Yellow Bird, Miranda

.............................. $987.51
MOR- GRAN- SOU ELEC-
TRIC .o $149.05

...................... street lighting
WEST RIVER TELECOM-

MUNICATIONS ........... $281.87
................................ phones
941 PAYMENT ... $6,367.41
NDPERS ............ $3,160.17

............ retirement payment
ND State Tax Commissioner
.............................. $192.14
state taxes-quarterly
................... $4,218.21
......................... street lights
941 PAYMENT.... $1,465.72
Bennett, Shane........ $92.35
Boehm, Robert ... $2,246.77
Davis, Melissa .... $1,459.23

Haff, Tyler .............. $438.41
Yellow Bird, Miranda
........................... $1,093.59
CENTRAL DAKOTA FRON-
TIER coeeeeeeee $600.66
.......................... gas and oil
CENTRAL MECHANICAL,
INC ..o $2,709.00
...... Boiler not firing, replace
pump motor

Cole Paper Inc.... $3,322.36

Auditorium Floor Refinish-
in

CURTIS RUD OIL.. $494.55

Energy Tech Systems
.............................. $356.50
Boiler remote access patch

FARMERS LUMBER &

GAMBLES .................. $468.71

.............. aud/shop supplies

MDU ..o $332.79
.................. Christmas lights

Melissa Davis ........ $320.97

Mileage to read meters, receipt
books, postage

MISSOURI WEST WATER

SYSTEM...cocveiene $16,132.15

................... water purchase

MORTON COUNTY AUDI-
.......................... $3,528.00

..... police contract
............ $3,059.42
equipment parts
ND DEPT OF HEALTH -

ND SURPLUS PROPERTY
................................ $20.00
..... shop and city misc-shop
chairs
NITRO-GREEN ...... $611.10
Fertilization & Weed Control 3
services 2026
PARK DISTRICT $1,003.94
.............................. state aid
SECURITY FIRST BANK
. $7,835.00
payroll taxes
Solem Law Office .. $968.00
Kaelberer Construction Inc.
........................... $2,154.21
arbage transfer
TYLER HAFF ........ $185.00
gas stipend, clothing allowance,
Landfill training
VESTIS............... $1,495.33
.............. rugs/paper service
WORKFORCE SAFTEY &
INSURANCE ............ $1,717.36
...... workers comp premium
Construction Bills
Interim Loan Payoff
........... $1,908,096.35
Priority 6 Request 6
Crow River Construction
............... $985,961.85
Priority 6 Request 6
S $32,368.77
Priority 6 Request 6
Gaebe adjourned the meet-
ing at 8:00pm. The next regular
New Salem City Council meet-
ing will be Monday, February
9th, 2026 at 6:30pm.
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New Salem-Almont
School Board Minutes

NEW SALEM-ALMONT
SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES
NOVEMBER 12, 2025 |
6:00 P.M.

HIGH SCHOOL
CONFERENCE ROOM

President John called the
meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
John, Gilstad, Hoovestol, Laus-
ch and Miller were present.

Superintendent Chris-
topherson and Business Man-
ager Dukart were in attendance.
Along with Richard Mendoza.
All present stood and recited the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Miller moved to approve the
consent agenda, which included
the minutes from the October 20
regular meeting and bills and
financial reports for October.
Lausch seconded the motion.
All members voted, “Aye.” The
motion passed.

There were no public com-
ments.

In unfinished business, dis-
cussion was had on a new ac-
tivity bus. Supt. Christopherson
presented options to the board.
Miller made a motion to have
Supt. Christopherson look for
funding partners for a Thomas
Transit C2 Activity Bus. And for

the transportation committee to
have the authority to purchase
the bus when the funding is
secured. Gilstad seconded the
motion, all members present
voted, “Aye.” Motion carried.

In new business, Supt.
Christopherson presented the
board with two proposals to re-
pair the PVE roof. Discussion
was had. Lausch made a motion
to accept the bid from Twin City
Roofing, with a second by Gils-
tad. All members present voted,
“Aye.” The motion passed.

In accordance with ND
Century Code 15.1-14-03, eval-
uations of Supt. Christopher-
son were collected from board
members and compiled. Re-
sponses were received from 6
out of 7 board members. Su-
perintendents are evaluated in
six key areas: goal and vision
setting, board relations, human
resource management, curric-
ulum and student support ser-
vices, community relations, and
operations and resource man-
agement. Supt. Christopherson
received satisfactory ratings in
all six areas. Miller moved to
approve the evaluation, with a
second by Hoovestol. All mem-

bers present voted, “Aye.” Mo-
tion passed.

Supt. Christopherson pro-
vided the board with an update
on the Heart River CTE Center.
In his report, Supt. Christopher-
son shared an update on the
potential Community Center. He
shared with the board how bad-
ly the school needs extra gym
space. Discussion was had.
Lausch recommended form-
ing a small committee of board
members and other school
stakeholders to investigate oth-
er potential gym space options.
Lausch, John and Miller volun-
teered to be board members on
the committee.

Supt. Christopherson
shared updates from Principal
Olson and Principal Benenett.

The next meeting will be
held on Monday, December
15th at 6:00 pm in the high
school conference room.

Hoovestol moved to adjourn
the meeting at 6: 34 p.m., sec-
onded by Miller. All members
voted, “Aye.” The meeting was
adjourned.
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Minutes of
Almont City

MINUTES OF ALMONT CITY
JANUARY 5, 2026

Present: Russell Kramer,
Kaity Olson-Brett, Sharmayne
Erhardt, Andrew Heinrich, Seth
Feland and Lynne Jacobson.
Also present were: Pete Olson,
Dan and Donna Renner, Gary
Knutson and Jody Knutson-Per-
son.

Meeting was called to order
at 7:33 p.m. Minutes from the
previous meeting were read.
Seth made a motion to accept
the minutes as read; Andrew
seconded; motion passed. Trea-
surer's report was provided.
Seth made a motion to accept;
Sharmayne seconded; motion
passed.

Old Business:

Lynne advised that she re-
ceived a proposed contract from
Moore Engineering which she
has forwarded to City Attorney

Justin Hager for his review. She
advised Mr. Hager sent a re-
sponse and suggested obtain-
ing clarification on some of the
provisions contained therein.
Seth made a motion to forward
the concerns to Moore Engi-
neering for clarification/explana-
tion prior to signing; Sharmayne
seconded; motion passed.

New Business:

Dan Renner was present to
discuss the bill he received from
the city for his lot in town. After
discussion an agreement was
reached for him to pay 5 months
at $15 for a total of $75 for the
year 2025. Seth made a motion
to adjust accordingly; seconded
by Andrew; motion passed.

Gary Knutson was present
to discuss the bill he received
from the city for his lot in town.
After discission an agreement
was reached for him to pay 5

months at $40 for a total of $200
for the year 2025. Seth made
a motion to adjust accordingly,
seconded by Sharmayne; mo-
tion passed.

Pete Olson inquired if sand
could be spread on Main Street.
Russ advised he would do it.

Lynne presented a pro-
posed contract from Dakota
Pump and Control regarding
the annual inspection. Council
advised not to sign the contract.

Russ inquired about hav-
ing Roto-Rooter coming out to
clean out the line on Main Street
by the lift station. He was ad-
vised to go ahead.

A motion to adjourn was
made by Seth and seconded by
Sharmayne. Meeting adjourned
at 8:26 p.m.
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All LOCAL.
All THE TIME.,

¢ Nurses
e CNAs

mpetitive wages.
lease apply online at
Twww.elmcrestmanor.com or
stop by in person
to fill out an application.
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Elm Crest Manor currently
has openings fox:

701-843-7526 www.elmcrestmanor.com

I ELM Crest
e e Maney,

NEW SALEM, Np .




