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NEW SALEM-ALMONT 
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES 
MAY 18, 2026  |  6:00 P.M. 

HIGH SCHOOL 
CONFERENCE ROOM 
President John called the 

meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
John, Hoovestol, Feland, Rein-
er-Pletan, Miller, and Lausch 
were present.  

Superintendent Chris-
topherson, Business Manager 
Dukart, and Principals Bennett 
and Olson were in attendance. 
Richard Mendoza from the Mor-
ton County News Journal was 
also present. 

All present recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Reiner-Pletan moved to 
approve the consent agenda, 
which included the minutes from 
the April 20 regular board meet-
ing and negotiations committee 
meeting, bills, and the financial 
report. Feland seconded the 
motion. All members voted, 
“Aye.” The motion passed. 

There were no additions or 
deletions to the agenda. 

No public comment. 
In unfinished business, the 

second reading of policy DEBH 
– Employee Use of Social Media 
was reviewed. Feland moved to 
approve, seconded by Miller. All 
members present voted, “Aye.” 
The motion passed. 

The second reading of pol-
icy DEBH- BR – District Social 
Media Accounts was read. Mill-
er moved to approve, second-
ed by Hoovestol. All members 
present voted, “Aye.” The mo-
tion passed. 

In new business, the math 
specialist position was re-
viewed. Lausch spoke on behalf 
of the personnel committee as 
well as Principals Olson and 
Bennett. Discussion was had. 
The committee recommended 
hiring Kayla Christopherson to 
fill the math specialist position. 
Feland moved to accept the 
committee’s recommendation 
and hire Kayla Christopherson. 
Seconded by Hoovestol. All 
members present voted, “Aye.” 
The motion passed. 

In preparation for the up-

coming school board election, 
Miller made a motion to des-
ignate one precinct and two 
polling places, the New Salem 
Auditorium and the Fire Hall in 
Almont, which will open at 7:00 
am and close at 7:00 pm for the 
annual school board election on 
June 9, 2026. The motion was 
seconded by Lausch; all mem-
bers present voted, “Aye.” The 
motion passed. 

Reiner-Pletan moved to 
authorize Business Manager 
Dukart to contact and secure 
election workers and pay them 
$14.25 per hour. If, for some 
reason, a judge and/or clerk is 
unable to fulfill their duties, Ms. 
Dukart has the authority to find 
a replacement without formal 
board approval. Lausch sec-
onded the motion. All members 
present voted, “Aye.” The mo-
tion passed. 

The board was presented 
with Mrs. Michelle Kaelberer’s 
resignation. The board accept-
ed Mrs. Kaelberer’s resignation 
and thanked her for her years 
of service to the New Salem-Al-
mont School District. Miller 
moved to accept the resigna-
tion, seconded by Hoovestol. All 
members present voted, “Aye.” 
The motion passed. 

The administrative contracts 
recommendation was given to 
the board by the negotiations 
committee. The committee 
recommended a 3% salary in-
crease for the principals and 
the superintendent. As well as 
adding two days to the prin-
cipal’s regular contracts, in-
creasing their total days from 
202 to 204. The negotiations 
committee also recommend-
ed a 6-day work agreement 
for the principals, as they have 
additional duties to implement 
Infinite Campus this summer. 
Reiner-Pletan moved to accept 
the committee’s recommenda-
tion on the administrative con-
tracts, seconded by Feland. 
A roll call vote was as follows: 
Reiner-Pletan: Yes; Hoovestol: 
Yes; Lausch: Yes; Feland: Yes; 
Miller: Yes; John: Yes. All mem-
bers present voted yes, and the 
motion passed. 

Business Manager Du-
kart shared an update on the 
school’s banking services. 
Feland moved to refer the dis-
cussion to the finance com-
mittee for further review and 
recommendation. The motion 
was seconded by Hoovestol. 
All members present voted yes, 
and the motion passed. 

Miller moved to adopt a 
banking resolution officially au-
thorizing the school’s business 
manager and board president to 
act on behalf of the school dis-
trict in all banking transactions. 
The motion was seconded by 
Lausch. All members pres-
ent voted yes, and the motion 
passed. Vice President Rein-
er-Pletan signed the adopted 
banking resolution.  

In his report, Supt. Chris-
topherson shared an update 
on the music position at the el-
ementary. As well as a staffing 
update for the upcoming school 
year. Supt. Christopherson 
shared that staff will be complet-
ing threat assessment training 
this fall and shared a draft of a 
crisis plan the TLA group is put-
ting together.  

Principal Olson shared an 
overview of the end of the year 
and graduation. He said state 
testing results are coming in 
and that he will provide the 
board with an overview at the 
June meeting. He also shared 
the status of the Infinite Campus 
implementation. 

Principal Bennett shared an 
update on the end of the school 
year at PVE. She shared sum-
mer school and summer read-
ing program information with 
the board. She also shared an 
update on the Infinite Campus 
rollout. 

The next meeting will be 
held on Monday, June 22, at 
6:00 pm in the high school con-
ference room. 

Lausch moved to adjourn 
the meeting, seconded by 
Feland. All members voted, 
“Aye.” The meeting was ad-
journed.
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MORTON COUNTY 
COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING 
APRIL 1, 2026 

The Morton County Com-
mission Special Meeting was 
called to order on April 1, 2026 
at 5:30 PM by Chairman Boehm 
at the Morton County Court-
house, 210 Second Avenue 

NW, Mandan, North Dakota.  
Others present were Commis-
sioners Buckley, Zachmeier, To-
kach and Auditor Rhone.   Also 
present were Sheriff Kirchmeier 
and States Attorney Koppy.  

Absent was Morrell. 
Information was presented 

by Mandan Fire Chief Bitz, Man-
dan City Administrator Neubau-

er and Mandan Mayor Froelich 
on the City of Mandan’s propos-
al to build Fire Hall #3 and the 
possibility of incorporating an 
EOC in the same building. 

Chair Boehm adjourned the 
meeting at 5:57 PM. 
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MORTON COUNTY 
COMMISSION REGULAR 

MEETING 
JUNE 4, 2026 

The Morton County Com-
mission Regular Meeting was 
called to order on June 4, 2026 
at 5:32 PM by Chair Boehm at 
the Morton County Courthouse, 
210 Second Avenue NW, Man-
dan, North Dakota.  

Others present were Com-
missioners Zachmeier, Buck-
ley, Tokach and Morrell and 
Auditor Rhone.  Also present 
was States Attorney Koppy and 
Sheriff Kirchmeier.   

Buckely moved and Morrell 
seconded to approve the agen-
da w/additions.  All voting aye, 

motion carried. 
Tokach moved and Buckley 

seconded to approve the min-
utes of the May 26, 2026 regular 
meeting.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

Buckley moved and Tokach 
seconded to approve bills and 
payroll.  All voting aye,  motion 
carried.  

Morrell  moved and Tokach 
seconded to approve abate-
ment #7228.  All voting aye, mo-
tion carried. 

Tokach moved and Buckley 
seconded to approve abate-
ments #7229-7230.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

Morrell moved and Buckley 
seconded to approve abate-

ments #7231-7232.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

Public Comment period as 
required by NDCC 44-04-20.1 
was opened at 5:50PM. There 
was no public comment and 
comment period was closed at 
5:51PM. 

The total of all county funds 
expended from May 27, 2026 
through June 4, 2026 equals 
$2,217,442.52.  

A detailed list of funds ex-
pended by check is available for 
public inspection anytime during 
regular business hours at the 
Morton County Auditor’s Office. 

Chair Boehm adjourned the 
meeting at 5:51PM.
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