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Melinda Morlock	 $50
Linda Schloer		  $50
Harley Ptacek		  $50
Terry Engel		  $100
Brent Ptacek		  $100
Greg Donadson		  $50
Taydem Johnson		 $50

Oakes Lions
 2/11-2/17

Accepting Bids
 for mowing for Glover 
Cemetery for summer 
of 2026. Send Bids or 

questions to 
Bruce Skjefte at:

 8063 104th Ave SE 
Oakes N.D. 58474. 

(701) 710-0685

Public 
Notices   
www.ndpublicnotices.

com
 OAKES PUBLIC SCHOOL

SCHOOL BOARD OPENINGS
The annual election for the Oakes 

Public School district #41 will be held 
Tuesday, June 9, 2026.

The Directorships to be filled at this 
election are:

    Three-year term from Rural West 
of Highway 1.

    Three-year term from Rural At 
Large.

Individuals seeking to have their 
name on the ballot for this office will 
need to complete the required forms 
and file with the school Business 
Manager office before 4:00 PM, April 
6, 2026.

The required forms may be ob-
tained at the Oakes Public School 
Website under School Board or by 
obtaining forms from the Business 
Manager at Oakes Public School, 804 
Main Ave, Oakes ND 58474 during 
regular business hours.

(Submitted to the Oakes Times 
03/05/2026)

BEAR CREEK TOWNSHIP 
ANNUAL MEETING

The Bear Creek Township annual 
meeting will be held Tuesday, March 
10th, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. at Seasons.	
		             Jen Harris, 

	 Clerk, Bear Creek Township
(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 26, 2026, March 5, 2026)

CLEMENT TOWNSHIP 
ANNUAL MEETING

Clement Township will hold its An-
nual Meeting on Wednesday, March 18 
at 6:00 p.m. at Our Saviors Lutheran 
Church.

Kalli Bruhn, Clerk
Clement Township

(Published in the Oakes Times 
March 5 & 12, 2026)

DIVIDE TOWNSHIP 
ANNUAL MEETING

Divide Township annual meeting 
will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 17, 2026 at the Shay Nelson 
residence. Election of Township Offi-
cers.				  
		            Peg Nelson,

			       Clerk
(Published in the Oakes Times 

March 5 & 12, 2026)

MAPLE TOWNSHIP 
ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting for Maple Town-
ship will be held Tuesday, March 17th, 
2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of the 
clerk.

Ruby Gramlow,
Clerk

(Published in the Oakes Times 
March 5 & 12, 2026)

JAMES RIVER VALLEY 
TOWNSHIP 

ANNUAL MEETING
The annual meeting for James River 

Valley Township will be held Tuesday, 
March 17, 2026 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. at 
the home of Allyn Reiser.

Allyn Reiser,
Clerk

(Published in the Oakes Times 
March 5 & 12, 2026)
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March 4, 2026 – A traveling 
hypnotist came to Grand Forks 
in March of 1897 and mesmer-
ized his audiences night after 
night in seven performances. 
The hypnotist, known as the 
“Great McEwen” or as “Profes-
sor McEwen,” had a wonderful 
stage show in which he enter-
tained large audiences with 
startling feats of mind control 
and suggestion, all done with 
care and good humor towards 
the subjects who volunteered.

Professor McEwen’s per-
formance was publicized in 
the Grand Forks Herald on 
this date, explaining how the 
hypnotist had been performing 
as a “mesmerist” across the 
nation for the past five years, 
and that he had recently been 
in Fargo for a week of per-
formances, where he earned 
praise for his “amusement 
making powers.”

And McEwen lived up to the 
hype. He induced two young 
men into a trance and had 
them imitate heavyweights in 
a boxing match with one foot 
fastened to the floor.

The hypnotist then put a 
strong young fellow into a deep 
trance, commanding him to 
become stiff and then placed 
him in a position where five 
men sat upon him like a park-
bench. After awakening, the 
man said he felt fine.

Professor McEwen also 
hypnotized a dozen men and 
had them assume a rigid posi-

tion. He then stacked them 
like cordwood, crisscross, in a 
human woodpile.

Another night, the hypnotist 
induced a willing subject to 
pantomime that he was fish-
ing. The audience howled as 
the angler pretended to bait his 
hook, cast, and catch imagi-
nary fish.

The Great McEwen gave 
the hypnotic suggestion to a 
“score” of young men and boys 
to play a baseball game on the 
stage, pitching, catching, and 
fielding an imaginary baseball. 
One participant attempted to 
steal a base and got so en-
thused that he slid clear over 
the edge of the stage – head-
first into an audience that went 
“nearly wild,” because the “fun 
was so funny.”

McEwen also put a volunteer 
into a deep sleep one night, 
and put him on display in a 
store window all the next day. 
He awakened him the following 
evening

We do not know if Profes-
sor McEwen used the classic 
hypnotic inducement of “you 
are getting sleepy, sleepy.” But 
we do know, from old newspa-
per stories, that it was a “week 
of wonder,” when Mesmerist 
McEwen mystified, surprised 
and entranced his audiences in 
Grand Forks with his skill and 
showmanship.

Dakota Datebook written by 
Dr. Steve Hoffbeck

Dakota Datebook:
 Double Edition

 Hypnotist McEwen

 Minot UFOs Return
March 5, 2026 – An unbeliev-

able UFO sighting occurred 
on this date over the Minot Air 
Force base in 1967. Unbe-
knownst to many North Dako-
tans, the state has proved fer-
tile ground for UFO sightings 
for several decades. In fact, 
the state even has a connec-
tion to the first UFO sighting in 
history, when the term “UFO” 
was first coined.

That 1947 event began over 
Washington state, when pilot 
Kenneth Arnold “…spotted 
nine unidentified objects flying 
near Mount Rainier.” Arnold’s 
report led reporters to term 
the entities, ‘unidentified flying 
objects,’ or UFOs. Arnold grew 
up in Minot, attending grade 
and high school there during 
the 1920s and ’30s. After the 
initial description and media 
coverage, UFO sightings 
became much more common. 
In response, the Air Force cre-
ated a catalog of UFO sight-
ings in an attempt to chronicle 
and explain the phenomenon. 
Referred to as “Project Blue 
Book,” the catalog documents 
dozens of UFO reports from 
North Dakota, most taking 
place near the Minot and 
Grand Forks Air Force Bases.

The UFO sighting on March 
5, 1967, took place only three 
days after two sightings were 
reported near Mohall and 
Velva. Then on March 5, Minot 
Air Force Base security teams 

were alerted when Air Defense 
Command radar detected an 
“…unidentified target descend-
ing over the Minuteman missile 
silos of the 91st Strategic Mis-
sile Wing…”

When security police re-
sponded to the call, they saw 
a large metallic disk hovering 
over the missile silos. The 
disk was ringed with bright 
flashing lights. Before F-106 
interceptors at the base were 
scrambled, the UFO left the 
silos, moving first over the 
launch control facility, and then 
climbing straight up into the air 
before taking off at an “incred-
ible speed.”

Between the years of 1967 
and 1968, a number of UFO 
incidents occurred at or near 
the nuclear missile sites in 
North Dakota. One eyewitness, 
Lt. David Schuur, claimed in 
interviews that a brightly lit 
UFO hovering near missile 
sites in 1967 was responsible 
for initiating a launch sequence 
at the Echo Launch Control 
Center. Once the glowing 
object left the vicinity, Schurr 
was able to activate the launch 
inhibit switch. Robert Hastings, 
the professional UFO reporter 
who interviewed Schuur, called 
the interview “one of the most 
disturbing” of his career.

Dakota Datebook written by 
Jayme L. Job

RIVERDALE TOWNSHIP 
ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting for Riverdale 
Township will be held Tuesday, March 
17, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at 810 7th St S 
in Oakes (Dickey-Sargent Irrigation of-
fice).

Linda Visto,
Clerk

(Published in the Oakes Times 
March 5 & 12, 2026)

WRIGHT TOWNSHIP 
ANNUAL MEETING

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
AND ELECTION

Notice is hereby given to the quali-
fied voters of Wright Township, Dickey 
County, North Dakota, that the Annual 
Township meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, March 17, 2026 at 5:30 PM 
at the Joey & Trista Gemar residence. 
Purpose of the Meeting: Review 
and approval of previous year Annual 
Financial Report, elect one supervi-
sor for a 3-year term, elect one Clerk/
Treasurer for a 1-year term, set the 
annual budget and levy for the ensu-
ing year, review/approve gravel, blad-
ing and snow removal contracts and 
conduct any other business properly 
brought before the electors. 

Trista Gemar,
Clerk

(Published in the Oakes Times 
March 5 & 12, 2026)

Jason Thompson	      Oakes $50
Emary Pahl	       Oakes $50
Jean Schmaltz 	      Oakes $50
Felix Krumm	       Oakes $50
Rebecca Koepplin      Elgin $50
Ethan Zetocha      Horace $100

Natalie Erlandson    Oakes $50
Lena Gebhardt	       Oakes $50
Neil Klapperich       Oakes $50
Lindsey Courtney    Oakes $50
Adam Franscioni    Salinas, Calf   	
			       $50 
Randy/Anna Sell    Oakes $100

Knights of Columbus Raffle 2/16-2/28

Oakes Crop Shop Talk 
set for March 17

The event will provide farm-
ers an opportunity to engage 
with NDSU researchers and 
graduate students through 
demonstrations, presentations 
and a roundtable-style lunch. 

Farmers, crop consultants, 
agriculture professionals and 
industry partners are invited to 
attend the Oakes Crop Shop 
Talk at North Dakota State 
University’s Oakes Irrigation 
Research Site. The free event 
will be held March 17 from 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Graduate students and 
NDSU Extension special-
ists will present on research 
projects being conducted in 
Oakes. Graduate students 
will be presenting on topics 
such as evaluating biological 
products for the management 
of white mold of soybean, the 
efficacy of N fertilizer applica-
tions and the identification of 
tar spot on corn. Extension 
specialists will also provide 
updates on canola agronomy, 
fungicides for corn disease 
management and a demon-
stration of using the white 
mold predictive models inte-
grated into the North Dakota 
Agricultural Weather Network. 

” Several research programs 
from NDSU main campus 
spend a lot of time down in 
Oakes running research trials. 
This is an informal meeting 
that allows us to demonstrate 
what research is currently 

being done to local farm-
ers and stakeholders with 
the opportunity for them to 
give us feedback and opin-
ions on any research topics 
that they would like to see at 
the Oakes Site,” says Hope 
Becton, NDSU Research 
Assistant Professor of soy-
bean pathology. “The main 
motivation behind this event 
is to strengthen ties with local 
communities and farmers to 
this NDSU Research Site.”

Breakfast and lunch will be 
provided, and there will be 
an opportunity to interact with 
event sponsors. A moderated 
discussion on local farmers’ 
suggested research objec-
tives at the Oakes Irrigation 
Research Site will be led by 
Jeff Stachler, NDSU Extension 
cropping systems specialist. 

For the event schedule and 
registration, visit ndsu.ag/crop-
shop-talk26

Registration is encouraged.
NDSU’s Oakes Irrigation 

Research Site is located 
at 9251 ND-1, Robert Titus 
Research Farm, near Oakes, 
North Dakota.

NDSU Agriculture 
Communication – Feb. 16, 
2026

Source: Hope Becton, 701-
231-8362, hope.becton@
ndsu.edu

Editor: Dominic Erickson, 
701-231-5546, dominic.erick-
son@ndsu.edu

We would like to thank the 
Oakes Ambulance EMTS 
who transported our mom, 
Nadine Greenmyer to Oakes 
Community Hospital. Thank 
you also to OCH for the 
great staff and nurses who 
treated her with kindness and 
gentleness in last few days. 
Thank you also to Oakes 
Good Samaritan for the care 

and compassion for almost 4 
years at the nursing home. It 
does not go unnoticed and it’s 
so greatly appreciated.

Blessings to you all:
Kevon (Karen) Greenmyer 

& Family
Lori (Wayne) Pritchard & 

Family
Paula (Spin) Brummund & 

Family


